ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHUBCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Requiem  Observance  Sunday       January  1, 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kitty  Feder,  Organist 
Beth  Feder,  Sharon  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
•Prelude     "Before  the  Manger"         Wilson 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  123  "As  with  gladness  men  of  old" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Eternal  Father,  teach  us  in 
the  days  of  this  year  to  discover  the  preciousness 
of  time.  Keep  us  from  squandering  our  hours  in  senseless 
thought  and  useless  activities.   Help  us  through  goad 
books,  clean  conversation,  and  creative  action  to  so 
number  our  days  that  we  may  get  a  heart  of  wisdom,  and 
a  life  devoted  to  thy  reconciling  ministry  in  the  world; 
through  Jesus  Christ.  Amen." 
•Kyrie       (Chair,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Artien 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   No.  551 
>,   Scripture:      Luke  Z:    21-40 

fl  Hymn  No.  413   "For  all  the  saints  who  from  their  labors  rest" 
A  *Afflrmation  of  our  Faith    (Apostles'  Creed) 
|   *Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory     "Christ  My  Lord  My  Hearts  Delight"  Bach 
Requiem  Observance;   Dessie  L.  Dougan,  Dr.  Homer  W.  Filson, 
Wilfred  Sykes  (Friend),  Marie  Daubenspeck,  Orrin  Holmes 
Campbell,  Leo  S.  BAldauf,  Grace  M.  Charlton,  Wallace  A. 
Sedoris  (Friend),  Virginia  M.  Beatty,  Gertrude  A.  Davis, 
»   garette  Ort  Shakely,  Guy  E.  Wiles,  Ada  M.  McKeever  (Friend) 


) 


Anthem:   "Once  in  Hoyal  David's  City"   Gountlett 
Nancy  Link,  Karen  Kennedy,  Dale  and  Lloyd  Link 

Sermon :  "UNSTABLE ■ 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No,  126  "Thou  didst  leave  Thy  throne*' 

Postlude:   "March  of  the  Three  Kings         Landon 

Benediction 

_  _  _  _  _.  _____  ■•Congregation  STanding  0-  -  -  -  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mti  &  Mrs*  Charles  Fleeger  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  »Allen  Botacehi,  Dan  Bosko, 
Robert  Knauer  and  Charles  Penar. 

Elder  and  Mrs.  Harry  Fry  will  be  at  the  door  this 
morning  to  greet  the  Congregation  and  Friends. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Barb  Snow  and 
Fatty  McWilliams. 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  144 

Please  do  not  use  any  old  envelopes  this  week.   Throw 
them  away  and  use  your  new  envelopes,   EAch  year  your 
number  changes  so  please  use  1976  envelopes. 

Anyone  still  using  the  Building  Fund  side  of  the 
envelopes,  please  don't.   You  have  been  sent  "Program 
of  Progress"  envelopes,  and  there  are  additional  ones 
In  the  pewst   This  Bldg.  Fund  money  is  taken  care  of 
by  someone  different  than  the  Treasurer  for  Current 
expenses. 

Last  Sunday  a  ^Program  of  Progress"  envelope  was  in  with 
no  name  on  it.   It  was  for  $5.00  and  you  cannot  be 
given  credit  if  you  do  not  have  a  name  on  the  envelope. 
If  it  was  yours  please  let  Lois  tfogan  or  Bea  know  now. 

Monday  -  7:30  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  Meeting 

Wed,  -  7:30  -  Church  Council  Meeting 

Thursday  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 
have  all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 

1  counted  dollars  while  God  counted  crosses; 

I  counted  gains  while  He  counted  losses! 

I  counted  my  worth,  by  the  things  gained  in  store; 

But  He  sized  me  up  by  the  scars  that  I  bare. 

I  coveted  honors  and  sought  for  degrees; 

He  wept  as  He  counted  the  hours  on  my  knees. 

And  I  never  knew  'til  one  day  at  a  grave, 

Haw  vain  are  these  things  that  we  spend  life  to  save! 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHHIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday  After  Epiphany        January  8,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
MrB.  Kay  Morri3,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Beth  Fader,  Sharon  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude    "How  Brightly  Shines  the  Horning  Star"  K.  Morris 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  1  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy!" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "O  thou  God  of  holy  love,  we 
acknowledge  that  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  our  lives 
do  not  stand  before  Thee  as  a  book  unwritten.   Much  that 
we  shall  do  has  been  spelled  out  already,  even  before 
the  year  has  begun.  Inscribed  deep  within  are  old  habits 
and  familiar  behavior  patterns.  We  know  that  these  In 
large  part  will  write  for  us  the  history  of  this  coming 
year.   Cause  us  to  be  aware  of  thy  forgiving  grace, 
and  when  we  have  written  a  life  page  full  of  the  errors 
of  our  misdeeds,  help  us  to  acknowledge  ourselves  for  what 
we  are,  and  to  seek  thy  love;  through  Jesus  Christ, 
our  Lord.  Amen.1' 
•Kyrie     (choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology    No.  551 
Scripture:    Matthew  2:  13-23 
Hymn  No.  426    "For  Thy  mercy  and  Thy  grace" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith    (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  he  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory   "In  Bethlehem's  Low  Stable"   Waleha 
jlyte  Presentation 


Anthem:    "Thou  Must  Leave  Thy  Lowly  Dwelling"  Berlioz 

Sermon:  "NIGHT  FLIGHT" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  35     "Lord,  dismiss  us  with  Thy  blessing" 

Postlude:      "Swiss  Noel"  Claude  D'AQuin 

Benediction 

---------  tCongregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

the  Guy  Armstrong  Family  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,  Herb  Shearer  and  Steve  Vargo. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Steve  Vargo  will  greet  the  Congregation 
at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Judy  Snyder  and 

Betty  Carney. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  142 
■^■Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton 

■SWJunior  Choir  will  meet  Wed.  6:30;  Chancel  Choir  -  7:00 
We  still  have  a  few  dates  left  in  the  beginning  of 

this  year  for  Altar  Flowers.  Jan.  £2  and  Feb,  5  is 

open.  Please  let  Bea  know  If  you  would  like  to  have 

either  one. 
^Today  -  2:00  -  The  Schedule  for  the  Vear  Book  will  be 

set  up.   All  heads  of  Organizations  or  Representatives, 

All  Elders  and  All  Deacons  are  expected  to  be  present. 
Tonight  -  6-8  -  Youth  Fellowship 
Tonight  -  6:30  P.M.  -  Prayer  Meeting  (See  Newsletter 

for  details) 
^■Tuesday  -  7:00.  -  Meeting  to  set  up  Committees  for  the 

Year  Book.  All  Elders  and  Deacons  should  be  .present, 
Thursday  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study  in  Undercroft. 
Friday  -  9:00  -  ARC  Bowling  Party  at  Bowl-away  Lanes. 

(Jan.  13)  -  Call  Ralph  Link's,   Paul  Pfabe's  or  Joan 

Master  for  details. 
We  need  all  reports  for  the  Year  Book  this  week  -  It 

will  go  into  print  the  first  of  the  week. 
PLEASE  -  PLEASE  -  READ  YOUR  STATEMENTS  AND  CALL  BEA 

IF  THESE  ARE  ANY  MISTAKES.   NOW  IS  THE  TIME  TO  CORRECT 

THEM. 
The  Congregational  Dinner  was  set  for  Feb.  3  at  5:30. 
This  will  also  be  an  important  meetingas  the  UCC 
Concerns  will  be  discussed. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Second  5unday  After  Epiphany         January  15,  1978 
The  Rev,  Halph  C,  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
David  Knaucr,  Karen  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:      "Prelude  &   Fugue  in  G  minor1'     Bach 
♦Processional  Hymn  No,  30  "Come,  ure  who  love  the  Lord" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord,  Our  Father,  we   come  to 
you  as  a  people  who  are  a  part  of  the  community  of 
believers.  We  seek  your  guidance  for  we  know  that 
the  Church  cannot  exist  without  It*   Forgive  each 
member  of  your  Church  for  their  individual  and  corporate 
sins.  Keep  us  trie  to  the  commitment  of  upbuilding  the 
Church  throughout  the  world.   Keep  us  from  the  divisions 
that  separate  us  from  others.   And  always  keep  us 
steadfast  in  your  love,  in  Jesus  name.   Amen." 
♦Kyrie     (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Praise 

•Pastor:   'O  Lord  open  our  lips 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxology     No,  551 
Scripture:     Romans  IE 

Hymn  No.  188    "Holy  Spirit,  Truth  divine" 
Highlights  of  St.  Paul's  Art  Snyder 

Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit- 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering         (Who's  Who  in  the  Pew) 

Offertory     Trio"  Bheinberger 

Anthem:   ''Give  Me  A  Faith"  Bitgood 

Sermon:  "WAG" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
Hymn  No.  80   "Guide  me,  0  Thou  great  Jehovah" 

Ttlude:    "If  Thou  But  Suffer  God  to  Guide  Theee  Bach 
benediction 


> 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  it  Mrs,  Ralph  Tait  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Robbie  Vinroe, 

Brian  Pfabe,  Gordon  Kennedy,  Chris  Pfabe,  Bob  Dellen." 
Mr,  &  Mrs.  Harry  Davis  will  greet  the  Congregation  and 

Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Barb  Vargo,  Marlene 

Riemer,  and  Robin  Knauer. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  197, 
►Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton,  Mrs.  Marsha 

Forsberg.  /./t-L/4'       J<'^^r>/'j_ 
^Monday  -  WBUT,  Speak  up  Program  -  The  Pastor  will  be 

speaking  about  Pro-life. 
Wed.  -  6:30  -  Youth  Choir 
Wed.  -  7:00  -   Chancel  Choir 

Wed.  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study  with  Rev.  Link  -  Golden  Circle 
Thurs.  -  11:15  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  will  have  annual 

Birthday  celebration  at  Holiday  Inn. 
Next  Sunday  -  22  -  Pro-life  march  from  our  Church  and 

service  tD  follow  2:30  P.M. 
■Jan.  29  -  5:30  -  Congregational  Dinner  and  meeting 

on  UCC  Concerns.  This  meeting  was  set  for  Feb.  5, 

however,  with  AshWednesday  being   Feb.  8th  it  did 

not  leave  us  enough  time  between  to  get  Yearbooks 

ready  to  send  out  to  the  Congregation  that  did  not 

pick  them  up  on  Jan.  29  during  the  Congregational 

Dinner. 
Jeanne  Snyder  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation  for 

their  Prayers,  Flowers  and  cards  during  her  stay  in 

the  hospital. 
Jan.  16  -  Mon.  -  Basketball  Junior  Division  - 

St.  Paul's  UCC  vs.  Meridian  #1  at  6:30  P.M. 
Jan.  19  Thurs.  Senior  Division  -  St.  Paul's  UCC 

vs.  Salvation  Army 
.lext  Sunday  during  Church  School  -  Election  of 

Church  School  Officers. 
■  Mrs.  Diane  Hollefreund  {Mrs.  Thomas)  will  be  the 

Chairman  of  the  Nursery.   If  you  are  contacted  please 

help  her  by  accepting.  The  Nursery  is  for  Pre  -School 

Infante  only.  Those  that  are  attending  school  should 
be  sitting  in  the  Congregation  with  their  faraililes. 
With  the  babies  -  there  is  too  much  of  an  age  differ- 
ence and  only  up  to  school  age  wnould  be  in  Nursery. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler.  Pennsylvania 
Third  Sunday  After  Epiphany      January  22,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
David  KHauer,  Karen  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:        "Benedictus"  Alec  ROwley 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  23  "Open  now  thy  gates  of  beauty" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Loving  Father,  who  gives  —— -»h 

completely  of  His  love  to  us,  forgive  our  selfishness.       ^*A\ 
We  aren't  intentionally  Indifferent  to  others.  It's 
just  that  we  are  so  caught  up  in  our  own  lives,  our 
jobs,  our  families,  we  look  at  the  world  around  us  from 
down  deep  in  our  own  little  worlds.  We  do  care,  but 
we  don't  take  the  time  or  the  trouble  to  respond  in 
love  to  the  needs  around  us.  Strengthen  us  to  assume 
the  burden  of  caring.  Enrich  our  lives  so  we  can  know 
the  joy  of  others.  Forgive  us  our  short-sightedness  so 
we  can  try  again.  In  Jesus'  name.  Amen." 
•Kyrie     (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon    -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips  ^ 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise    ,» 
•Doxology     No.  551 
Scripture        1  3amuel  17:12-24 
Hymn  No.  232  '"Mid  all  the  traffic  of  the  ways" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith    (Apostles'  Creed) 

•Gloria  Patri  _ 

Call  to  Prayer  -- 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  In  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory        "Prayer"  Guilmant 

hen:         "And  Can  It  Be?"  Johnson 

bcrnoti:         "POWER  FAILURE" 


Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  471      "More  love  to  Thee,  0  Christ" 

Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

Postlude  "All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus  Name"  Young 

------  *Congregation  Standing  -------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  Robert  Tait  to  the  "Glory  of  God" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:*Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Art  Carney,  Gary  Penar,  and  John  Dreher. 
¥r.    ti   Mrs.  Robert  Knauer  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Mrs,  Sandy  Sheppeck, 

Marci  Sheppeck  and  Lori  Zavacky.  Jftt^tz. 

ospitalized:  Mrs.  BesBie  Hampton ,\Mrs.  Lillian 

Kradel,  Bob  Tait,  Mrs.  Elsie  Kornrumpf",  Earl  Wogan  - 

BCHH.  Mr.  Louis  Zubik  -  Passavant 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  161. 
Tonight  -  6-8  -  Youth  Fellowship 
Wed.  -  6:30  -  Youth  Choir  Practice 
Wed,  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  Golden  Circle  -  Bible  STudy  with 

Rev.  Link  (This  was  cancelled  last  week  because  of 

weather. 
Monday  -  Jan.  23  -  Basketball  -  St.  Paul's  UCC  vs. 

St.  Marks  -  Junior  Division. 
Thurs.  -  Basketball  -  St.  Paul's  UCC  vs.  Community 

Alliance  -  Senior  Division. 
.Next  Sunday  -  Jan.  £9  -  Congregational  Dinner  at 

5:30  P.M.  The  Yearbooks  will  be  given  out  at  this 

time.   A  special  look  at  the  UCC  Concerns  and  a  lot 

of  good  fellowship. 
Please  put  the  Building  Fund  Money  in  the  Green 

envelopes  that  is  sent  to  your  home  each  month. 
^Please  mark  these  "Program  of  Progress"  with  your 

name.  Do  not  stick  them  in  with  your  other  envelopes. 

They  go  to  another  place  than  the  rest  of  the  offering* 

It  is  a  big  help  if  you  do  this  so  they  don't  have 

to  get  separated  from  a  stack  of  envelopes  that  are 

stapled  or  scotch  taped  together. 

Don't  forget  to  save  Jan.  29  -  5:30  (Next  Sunday 
for  the  Congregational  Dinner. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butl er,  Pennsyl van la 
Fourth  Sunday  After  Epiphany        January  29*  197B 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris*  Organist 

Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert,  -  Youth  Chair  Director 
David  Knauer,  Karen  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 
Mr.  Paul  Harbison  -  Liturgist 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:   "Prelude  and  Fugue  in  D  minor:       Bach 
"Jesus,  JesusV  Call  to  Worship 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  329  "I  love  THy  Kingdom,  Lord" 
"Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

"Confession  (In  Unison)  "Q  Cod,  you  gave  us  a  light  for 
our  lives,  but  too  often  we  still  are  groping  In  the 
dark*  Our  lives  should  be  a  reflection  of  that  Light, 
but  instead  we  are  casting  shadows  of  doubt.  Keep  us 
from  those  things  which  tend  to  shake  our  faith.   Help 
us  to  shine  forth  wherever  we  are  to  a  world  that  badly 
needs  the  Light,   Take  from  us  all  of  our  sin*  cleanse 
usf  and  make  us  whole,  through  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor i  '0  Lard  open  aur  lips 

•People:      And  our  mouth  shall   show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology  Ho.    551 

-*    Scripture  Romans  1:18-32 

Hymn  No.    323        "Glorious   things  of  thee  are  spoken" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith         (Statement  of  Faith) 

(in  front  of  Hymnal) 
■Gloria  Patri 
Jp>-  Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor;     The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:      And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:      Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
"Corporate  Prayer" 
Who's  Who  In  the  Pew 


irTng- 


Offertory  "I  Call  to  Thee*  Lord  Jesus  Christ" 
Anthem     "I'oi  Gonna  Sing''   Spiritual  Youth  Choir 
Sermon:         "UP,  UP,  AND  OVER" 
Prayer  and  Lord ' s  Prayer 

Hymn  No,  322  "The  Church's  one  Foundation11 
Benediction  and  ThreefoLd  Amen 
Postlude  Morris 

-  'Congregation  Standing  

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr,  Homer  M.  Beatty  In  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Mike  Nazaruk,  Gottlob 

Rradel,  Roy  Andrews,  James  McClymonds. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs,  Gloria  Nagy, 

Diane  Nagy  and  Patty  McWilliams, 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Art  Carney  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  118. 
^=fc.Tonlght  -  5:30  -  Congregational  Dinner  and  meeting. 

The  Yearbooks  will  be  given  out. 
^^-We  need  some  men  to  help  set  up  tables  after  the  service 

today. 
^=j-tfednesday  is  Council  Meeting  -  7:30 

Thurs.  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 

have  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
Thurs.  -  7:00  Bible  STudy. 
Next  Sunday  on  WBUT  from  9:00-9:15  Mike  Nazaruk  will 

have  the  Sunday  School  Lesson,   Each  Sunday  following 

in  February  -  someone  else  from  our  Church  will  have 

the  Sunday  School  lesson, 
*>•  Hospitalised:  Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton,  Robert  Tait, 

Earl  Wogan,  Millie  Wachsmuth  -  BCMH-  Mr,  Louis  Zubik  - 

Paesavant  Hospital. 
Next  Sunday  -  The  Under  Shepherds  will  be  installed 

and  they  will  deliver  your  Lenten  Material  as  well 

as  those  year  books  that  have  not  been  picked  up. 

Ash  Wednesday  will  be  Feb.  8,  and  at  that  time  we  will 

have  Hoiy  Communion  at  the  Altar  -  7:30  P.M. 
~p>   Hon*  -  7:30  -  St.  Paul's  vs.  Meridian  $2   (Jr. )Basketball 
^.  Thura.  -  8:30  -  St.  Paul's  vs.  St.  Marks  (5r,J 
^  Sat.  -  1:00  -  St.  Paul's  vs.  Meridian  #1  (Jr.) 
DON'T  FORGET  TONIGHT  AT  5:30  P,M.  -  Bring  Tureens 

enough  to  compensate  for  your  family.   There  will 

be  a  lot  of  good  fellowship.  Meeting  on  UCC  Concerns. 
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ST,    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
Fifth  Sunday  After  Epiphany  February  5,    1978 

The  Rev,    Ralph  C.   Link,      Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,    Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Helen  Milliard  and  Kelly  Shakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 

Prelude;      "Trumpet  March1,1;  Darling 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  299  "Lead  on,  0  King  eternal! T* 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
■•Exhortation 
•Confession  (In  Unison}  "Our  Father,  we  confess  before 

you  that  our  lives  are  not  what  they  should  be.   We  do 

undesired  sinr  and  we  permit  temptations  to  overcome  us. 

But  we  know  there  is  forgiveness  with  you  when  we  do 

confess*   So  as  we  humbly  seek  forgiveness,  we  ask  for 

new  strength  to  lead  a  more  Godly  life,  for  we  pray  in 

the  Master's  name.  Amen*" 
•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  0  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•DokqI ogy     Mo .  551 

Scripture      Exodus  34:  1-17 

Hymn  No.  232    "Faith  of  our  fathers!" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith    (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 

Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 

Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 

Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 

Offering 

4ilM4g£fertory    "Minuet" 

Anthem:        "How  Great  Thou  Art" 


Pelham 
Chancel  Choir  and 
Lloyd  Link 


Sermon:  "PICK  A  CLOUD" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  292   "Onward,  Christian  soldiers" 


Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Postlude:       "Lord  Loudoun's  March 

_  _ _  _  *Congregatlon  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Robert,  Cynthia  and  Jennifer  Sybert  in  loving  memory 

of  "Grandpartents" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Allen  Eotacchi,  Dan 

Bosko,  Robert  Knauer,  and  Charles  Penar. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Mrs.  Judy  Vinroe, 

Kelly  Shakely  and  Mary  Dellen. 
Today  -  2:00  P.M.  -  Infant  BAptism 
There  will  also  he  Baptism  next  Sunday  if  you  should 

want  your  child  Baptised. 
Tonight  -  6:00- B;00  -  Youth  Fellowship 
Tonight  -  6:30  -  Prayer  Meeting  (prayer  and  Sharing) 
Monday  -  There  will  be  no  Mary  Prugh  Circle  Meeting 

this  month. 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Holy  Communion  (Altar) 
Thurs  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study 

Monday  -  7:30  -  St.  Marks  vs.  St.  Paul's  UCC  (Jr.) 
Thurs.  -  8:30  -  St.  Andrews  vs.  St.  Paul's  UCC  (Sr.) 
Saturday  -  2:00  -  Meridian  #2  vs.  St.  Paul's  UCC  (Jr.) 
Feb.  6  -  Paul  Campbell  and  Don  Kingsley,  Council 

members  will  be  visiting  hospital  this  week. 
Chet  Stauffer  on  WBUT  Sunday  SChool  of  the  Air 

9:00  to  9:15  A.M.  next  Sunday. 
Hospitalized:  Hob  Tait,  Earl  Wogan,  Mrs.  Hampton  - 

BCMHj   Louis  Zubik,  Room  7626  St.  Francis  Hospital, 

45th  and  Penn  Avenues,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  15201 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Richard  Mangel  will  greet  the 

Congregation  and  Friends  at  the  door  this  morning. 
The  Under  Shepherds  can  take  their  material  for  Lent 

before  or  after  Church.   Please  have  the  material 

in  the  hands  of  the  Congregation  before  Ash  Wednesday. 
There  were  159  here  last  Sunday  in  attendance. 
Basketball  News  -  The  Jr.  Team  won  on  Monday  and  the 

Senior  Team  lost.  The  Basketball  Games  are  all 

played  at  the  Cubs  Hall  on  S.  MeKean  St.  Tom  Massart 

and  Robert  Davis  are  Coaches, 
Next  Sunday  is  Boy  Scout  Sunday. 
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ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OC  CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
*      isft  Wednesday  February  3, 

Rev.    Ralph  C.   Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris,   Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Kelly  Shakely,   Jeff  Knauer  -  Acolytes 


7:30  P.M. 

Gordon  Young 

stand  up  for  Jesus" 


Bunjis 
Don  Wyrt^en 


HOLY  COMMUNION 
Prelude:  "Be  Thou  My  Vision" 

Silent  Meditation 
•Processional   Hymn  No.   290  "Stand  up, 
■•Ascription  -  Choral   Amen 
♦Communion  Service  -  Page  32 
Exhortation  -  Confession  -  Absolution 
Scripture:    ACT/      /S.   3&-f? 
Offering 

Offertory  "When  I   Survey" 

Sermon:  "Lights  and  Lighting" 

Communion  Solo:  "Love  Was  When" 

Karen  Maloney  -  Soprano 
♦Communion  Service  -  Page  33 

Eucharistic   Prayer    -  Seraphic  Hymn 
Institution  and  Consecration  of  Elements 
Agnus  Dei 

Holy  Communion   {Altar} 
♦Prayer  of  Thanksgiving  -  Doxology 
*Hymn   of  Dedication  -  God  Be   With   You   -    (Page   24   -  Ho-    43 

Favorite  Old  Hymns) 
♦Benediction  and  Three  fold  Amen 
♦Postlude  "Into  My  Heart" 

-------  -*Congregation  Standing  -  -  -  ~  -- 

Please  fill  out  a  Coraraunion  card  so  that  our  Church's 
record  will   be  accurate.      If  Visitors  desire   to 
receive  credit  at  their  Home  Church,    put  the  name  and 
address  of  either  your  Pastor  or  your  Church  on  the 
hack  of  the  card  and  it  will  be  forwarded. 
If  you  know  of  anyone  who  might  be  interested   in   the 
joining  the  Church,   let"  the  Pastor  know,    or  put  a  dip 
in    the  Offering  Plate. 

Elder  and  Mrs.    Paul  Campbell  will  greet  the  Congregation 
<•*-  the  door  this  evening* 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday  in  Lent  February  12,    1978 

The  Rev.  Halph  C.  Link,  PaBtor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Helen  Hilliard  and  Kelly  Shakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:     "Trust  and  obey"  arr.  Thomson  - 
Nancy  Link,  Clarinet 
♦Processional  Hymn  No*  31  "Father,  again  in  Jesus'  name" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

Call  to  Worship   "I  Hind  my  Heart"     Chancel  Choir 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Father  Almighty,  we  know  that 
we  have  gone  into  hiding,  even  though  we  have  been  made 
for  thy  glory.   We  have  tried  to  keep  away  from  thy 
presence.  Forgive  us  and  bring  us  one/  again  to  the 
place  where  we  may  see  thee  and  sing  praises  to  thy 
majesty:  through  Jesus  Christ.  Amen." 
•Kyrie  (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  'O  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology     No.  SSI 
Scripture:    Isaiah  52:13-15     Luke  18:31-34 
Hymn  Mo.  9  Page  5,  Old  Favorite  "There  Shall  be  Showers 

of  Blessings" 
Highlights  of  St.  Paul's  Howard  Bolam 

Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who ' s  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering; 

Offertory  "Approach  My  Soul  the  Mercy  Seat" 
Baptism  of  Infant  -  James  Kenneth  Shearer  -  son  of 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Shearer  -  born  Oct.  12,  1977. 
Anthem:   "The  King  of  Love"  Shelley  -  Rob  &  Cindy 
Sybert  and  the  Chancel  Choir 


I 


Sermon:      "Seer's  Catalog: 

Page  2  -  Makeup  and  Cosmetics" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  472  "What  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus" 
Benediction  and  Response  "Christ  We  Do  all  Adore  Thee" 
Postlude:       "Prayer"  Morris 

*Congregation  Standing  — 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs,  Margaret  McClymonds  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,  Herb  Shearer  and  Steve  Vargo. 

The  Ushers  today  will  also  serve  as  Ushers  on  Wednesday 

evening. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  wae  211.  125  people  took 

communion  on  Ash  Wednesday. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Marlene  Riemer,  Dru 

Rensel  and  Robin  Knauer. 
Mr,  &   Mrs.  Robert  Knauer  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
^  Following  the  Church  Service  this  morning  there  will 

be  a  Building  Planning  Meeting  -  Don  Kennedy. 
This  is  Boy  Scout  Sunday  and  we  acknowledge  all  present 

and  past  scouts  from  St.  Paul's. 
^Hospital:   Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton,  Mr.  Earl  Wogan,  BCMH/T" 

Louis  Zubik,  St.  Francis,  Pg.,  Lt-ffg,      FflF*    a/        J 

Mr.  George  MacKinney  -  383  -  SCMH. 
ThurB.  -  Feb.  16  -  6:30  -  The  regular  meetirgof  the   7%  t  T 

Butler  Area  Laymen's  Association  will  be  held  at  St.  #*>■?/£ 

Paul's  United  Church  of  Christ,  Connoquenessing,  Pa.  i,c 

Election  of  Officers  will  be  held  at  this  meeting. 
Sat.  -  ARC  Sweethear  Dinner  Dance  -  7:00  -  Saxonburg 

Fire  Hall.   Contact  Chuck  Penara  or  Wm.  Pflug»\s  now. 
Bob  Tait  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation  for  their 

prayers,  get  well  cards  and  flowers  during  his  stay 

in  the  hospital. 
^e  Alta  Kradel  would  like  to  thank  everyone  for  their  ^"/t-^ 

sympathy  cards  during  the  recent  death  of  her  brother,  •->- 
13  -  BAskethall  6:30  -  Meridian  #1  vs.  St.  Paul's  (Jr.)  fe. 
16  -  7:30  -  Salvation  Army  vs.  St.  Paul's  (Senior)       ** 
18  -  3:00  -  St.  Paul's  vs.  Community  Alliance  (Senior) 
>.  Bob  Dellen  on  WBUT  -  Sunday  School  of  the  Air  - 

8:45  to  9:00  A.M.  next  Sunday. 
Mike  Nazaruk  and  Howdy  Bolam  will  be  visiting  at  the 

Hospital  this  week.  j 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
.enten  Service  February  15,  197S 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Lori  Zavacky  -  Acolyte 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude     "The  King  of  Love"      arr.  Dykes 
•Processional  Hymn  "Standing  on  the  Promises" 

(vs.  1,2,4,5)  Hymn  No.  20  -  Page  11  (Old  Favorites) 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Invocation 
Scripture      Isaiah  50:  4-7 

Matthew  27:  26-31 

Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory   "Where  Cross  the  Crowded  Ways"  Willan 
Evening  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 
Solo;   "I  believe  in  a  Hill  called  Mt,  Calvary"  Gaither 

sung  by  Cyndie  Sybert 
Sermon:     "Seer's  Catalog: 

Page  3  -  Shipments  and  Deliveries" 
•Hymn  Ho.  36  -  Pg.  20  "In  the  Garden"  (Old  Favorites) 
•Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
•Postlude  "Savior,  Again"  Willan 

--------  -*Congregation  Standing  -  -  -  -  - 

Elder  and  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congregation 
at  the  door  this  evening. 

If  you  know  of  anyone  who  might  be  interested  in  the 
Joining  the  Church  -(new  members  will  be  received  on 

Palm  Sunday)  -  put  a  slip  in  the  Offering  Plate  and 

let  the  Pastor  know. 
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ST.  PAUL'  S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Second  Sunday  in  Lent         February  19,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Tim  Fry  and  Lori  Zavacky  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude         "Andante"  Rowley 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  43  "When  morning  gilds  the  skies" 

♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
Call  to  Worship     "I  Bind  My  Heart" 

•Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Our  Father,  in  this  season  of 
self-decipline,  when  we  are  giving  thought  to  our 
discipleship,  make  us  aware  that  being  a  disciple  means 
to  follow  Jesus  Christ  as  He  seeks  to  be  a  servant  of 
all.   Thus  we  would  remember;  all  our  sins  that  keep 
us  apart  from  you;  all  of  the  things  we  have  omitted 
to  do  in  our  lives;  all  of  the  chances  we  have  missed 
to  help  others  and  to  seek  them  for  your  kingdom.   For 
all  of  these  things  as  well  as  others  that  may  separate 
us  from  your  love,  we  ask  forgiveness  in  His  name.   Amen, 

*Kyrie      (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

♦Doxology     No.  551  ^     _} 

Scripture:       John  12:  37-43  C'"1*4-'    ',  ,   * 


Hymn  No.   37  Page  20  "Let  the  Lower 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 

People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 

Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory      "Gardine" 
.  Jhem  "Thou  Wilt  Ke<-p  Him  In  Perfect  Peace 


■  •  u  £01d  Favorites) 
Lights  Be  Burning" 
Creed) 


arr  Wilson 
Williams 


After  Service  -  Youth  Choir 


Sermon:  "Seer's  Catalog 

Page  4   -  Optical  Aids" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  399  "Once  to  every  man  and  nation" 
Benediction  and  KtEponsa  "Christ,  We  do  all  Adore  Thee" 
Postlude        "March"  Peetera 

'Congregation  Standing  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

J.  WAlter  Harmon  in  memory  af  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Robbie  Vinroe,  Brian  Pfahe, 

Gordon  Kennedy,  Chris  Pfabe  and  Bob  Dellen. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Rodney  Rensel  will  greet  the  Congrega- 
tion and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  202;  Wed.  99 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Mrs,  Betty  Carney, 

Patty  MacWilliams,  Liz  Armstrong. 
Tonight  6-3  -  Youth  Fellowship  with  Paul  Harbison. 
Tonight  -  7:00  -  Centennial  Committee  meeting. 
^=»Wed.  -  7:30  -  Lenten  Service 
^^Wed.  -  S: 3Ql  _  chancel  Choir; 
^^■Thurs.  -  7:00  Bible  Study 

^^Hospitalized:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lewis  Kradel,  Mr.  Earl  Wogan, 
Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton,  Lloyd  French,  -BCMN 
Mr.  Louis  Zubik  -  St.  Francis  Hospital. 
Walter  Harmon  and  Chuck  Penar  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week. 
MoncVij  -  7:30  -  St.  Paul's  T-CC  vs.  St.  Harks  -  BAsketball 

(Junior  Dv. ) 
Thursday  -  8:30  -  St.  Marks  vs.  St.  Paul's  UCC  -  (Sr.) 
World  Fellowship  Day  of  Prayer  -  Friday  -  March  3, 
St,  Peter's  Episcopal  Church,  Jefferson  St.  at  1:30 
P.M.   Speaker  will  be  Rev.  Steven  W.  Moore  -  Special 
music  -  Collection  will  go  to  Blind  Association. 
>■  Prayer  and  Sharing  -  6:30  P.M.  -  Tonight. 

Don't  forget  our  people  in  the  HOmes  -  send  them  cards 
and  let  them  know  we  still  care. 

Madge  Trace  is  now  at  Western  Reserve  Convalescent 
Homes,  Inc.  1521  W.  54th  St.  Room  116  Erie.Pa, 16509. 
^»A11  the  Lenten  material  can  be  taken  from  the  Narthex  • 
P-    maybe  you  would  like  to  have  an  extra  copy  for  someone* 
/  We  still  have  a  dozen  or  so  of  the  "Living  Bibles" 
\    at  $4.75  each.   They  are  selling  for  a  lot  more  now. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Third  Sunday  in  Lent  February  26,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mr.  Paul  Harbison,  Youth  Director  -  Liturgist 
Mrs*  Kay  Morris,  Organist 
Mrs.  Cyndis  Sybert,  Youth  Choir  Director 
Tim  Fry  and  Lori  Zavaeky  -  Acolytes 


Young 

of  Jesus'  name" 

Youth 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 

Prelude:      "0  Worship  the  King" 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  184  "All  hail  the  power 
Call  to  Worship      "Jesus,  Jesus" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -"Mighty  God,  by  your  power  is 
Christ  raised  from  death  to  rule  this  world  with  love, 
we  confess  that  we  have  not  believed  in  Him,  but  fall 
into  doubt  and  fear*   Gladness  has  no  home  in  our  hearts, 
and  gratitude  is  slight.  Forgive  our  dread  of  dying,  our 
hopelessness,  and  set  us  free  for  joy  in  the  victory  of 
Jesus  Christ  who  was  dead  but  lives,  and  will  put  down 
every  power  that  hurts  or  destroys,  when  your  promised 
kingdom  comes*  Amen," 

•Kyrie        (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

L*Assurance  of  Pardon   -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 
•Pastor:  '0  Lord  open  our  lips 
•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology     Wo.  551 
Scripture:   Mark  14:  43-52 

Hymn  No.  31  Page  17  "Trust  and  Obey  (Old  Favorites) 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
^-Prayer  and  Prayer  Response     "Corporate  Prayer"  Youth 
who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Now  Thank  we  all  our  God"     Whitney 


J  Offertory 


Anthem: 

Sermon : 


Youth  Choir   Young 


J 


"Alleluia  Roundelay" 
"Seer's  Catalog: 
Page  6  -  veils" 
Prayer  and  Lard's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  221    "My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee" 
Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:      "Postlude  in  F"         Peeters 
--------  *Congregation  STanding  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Ellen  Bauer  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Richard  Mangel*  Don 
Kingsley,  Art  Carney,  Gary  Penar. 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harry  Davis  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Mrs.  Virginia 

Mangel  and  Mrs.  Dianna  Hollefreund. 
Hospitalized:  Mr.  Earl  Wogan,  Mr.  Lewis  Kradel, 

Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton  and  Mr.  George  MacKinney. 
Mr.  Louis  Zubik  is  home  now. 
Tonight  -  6-3  -  YCuth  Fellowship 
Tonight  -  6:30  -  Prayer  and  Sharing 

Wed.  -  8:30  -  Council  Meeting  (After  the  Lenten  Service 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Lenten  SErvice  -  No  Choir  Rehersals. 
Thurs.  -  7:00  -  Bible  STudy 
Fri.  -  Mar<"h  3  -  WORLD  FELLOWSHIP  DAY  OF  PRAYER  - 

St.  Peter  a  Episcopal  Church,  Jeff.  St.  at  1:30  P.M. 

Speaker  will  be  Rev,  Steven  W.  Moore.   There  will  be 

special  music  -  Collection  will  go  to  Blind  Association 
If  you  need  a  bible  -  we  have  some  Cloth  Bound 

"Living  Bibles"  at  $4.75  -  you  can  not  get  them  at 

this  price  anymore.  Contact  Bea. 
Mon  -  7:30  -  St.  Pauls  UCC  vs.  Meridian  #2  -  Jr.  Div. 
Thurs.  -  6:30  -  St.  Pauls  UCCC  vs.  Meridian  -  Sr.  Div. 
Sat.  -  2:90  -  St.  Pauls  UCC  vs.  Salvation  Army  -  Sr. 

All  games  are  played  at  the  Cubs  Hall  on  S,  McKean. 
March  9  -  Fellowship  of  Churches  special  session  on 

Strokes  and  dealing  with  stroke  patients  at  the 

Covenant  United  Presbyterian  Church  on  Jefferson  St. 

at  8:00  P.M. 
The  Lily  Chart  will  be  passed  around  today  -  please 

fill  it  in  -  3  to  4  blooms  will  be  $4.00.   Please 

return  the  slip  to  Bea  or  the  office. 
Our  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Roy  Pflugh,  Family  and 

friends  in  the  passing  of  Mr.  Pflugh  on  Wed»--sday. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday  in  Lent  March  5,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs,  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Robin  Knauer,  and  Sandy  Ferree  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:     "Now  the  Woods  and  Fields"      Bach 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.  7  "Rejoice,  ye  pure  in  heart" 

Call  to  Worship    "I  Bind  My  Heart" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
"Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "Father  Almighty,  we  know 
that  we  have  gone  into  hiding,  even  though  we  have  been 
made  for  thy  glory.  We  have  tried  to  keep  away  from 
thy  presence.   Forgive  us  and  bring  us  one  again  to  the 
place  where  we  may  see  thee  and  sing  praises  to  thy 
majesty,  through  Jesus  Christ.  Amen." 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon   -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastors   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology    No.  551 
Scripture:    1  Peter  2:  21-25 

Hymn  No.  11  Page  6    "To  t»ou  ue  cha  Glory"  (Old  Favorites) 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Vho  in  $te   pew 
Offering 

Offertory  -  Solo  "Love  Was  When"  by  Wyrtaen 
Sung  by  Karen  Moloney 
Anthem   "Fairest  Lord  Jesus"  Howdy  Bolam  and  Chancel  Choir 

with  Doris  Angeloni,  flute 
Sermon:       "Seer's  Catalog: 

Page  8  -  Medical  Supplies" 


/ 


Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  278  "0  Love  that  wilt  not  let  me  go" 
Benediction  and  Response  "Christ  we  do,  Ail  Adore  Thee" 
Postluge:       "Crusaders  Hymn"  Young 

*Congregation  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Ann  Williams  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Allen  Botaccni,  Dan 

Bosko,  Robert  Knauer,  Charles  Penar. 
Mr.  1  Mrs.  Oeorge  Pflugh  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by;  Jane  and  Barb 

Andrews,  Lori  Zavacky  and  Kelly  Shafcely. 
Monday  -  7:30  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Lenten  Service 

Thursday  -  General  Meeting  Butler  Fellowship  of  Churches 
Thursday,  March  9,  S:00  P.M.   Covenant  U.P.  Church. 
Dr.  McCormick  of  V.A.  Hospital  will  present  an  interest- 
ing program  on  dealing  with  storke  patients.  This  would 
be  well  worth  your  while  to  attend. 
Friday  -  7:30  -  GlorjtfNagy  and  Edward  Walter  Wedding  - 

Open  House  Wedding. 
Saturday  -  1:30  P.M.  -  Paul  Harbison  and  Ginger  Fay 

Lawson  -  Open  Church  Wedding  and  Reception  following. 
New-  --mday  -  Th««e  alii  Se  a  short  Congregational 

Meeting  (March  lg)  after  the  Service  -  in  regard  to 

the  letter  you  will  get  this  week. 
Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton,  Mr.  Ralph  Bonnet, 

Mr.  Earl  Wogan. 
Tonight  6-8  -  Youth  Fellowship 
Tonight  -  6:30  -  Prayer  and  Sharing 
VBS  -  Workshop  Thursday,  March  9,  at  Calvary  U.P. 

Church  -  7:00  P.M.  All  interested  people  are  invited. 

He  would  like  to  thank  all  the  people  from  St.  Paul's 
Church  who  sent  cards  to  Mr.  Zubik  while  he  was 
hospitalized,  and  also  for  the  altar  flowers  that  were 
sent  to  our  home  -  they  were  deeply  appreciated. 

-  -  -  Mr,  4  Mrs,  Louis  Zubik. 
Wednesday  -  Chancel  Choir  -  6:30;  Youth  Choir  8:15  P.M. 
Monday  -  6  -  Basketball  -  6:30  -  St.  Paul's  vs.  Meridian 
Thurs.  -  9  -  8:30  -  Community  Alliance  vs.  St.  Paul's 
Sat.  -  3:00  -  St.  Paul's  vs.  St.  Marks.  -  Cubs  Hall 
l.ily  Chart  is  on  Bea's  Desk  -  you  can  fill  it   i  there. 
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ST.  P4UL'  S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CUM  ST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
.    Lenten  Service  March  3,  1976 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Karen  Pfabe  -  Acolyte 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude     "Prelude  on  'Tallis'  Canon"       Young 
"Processional  Hymn  No.  13  Page  7  "Near  to  the  Heart  of  God" 

(Old  Favorites) 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Invocation 
Scripture      John  10:  11-18 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory  "Jesus  Christ,  Our  Blessed  Savior" 

Johnson 
Evening  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 
Dujt;       "My  Lord  and  I"  I.B.  Sergei 

Howdy  and  Dutch  Bolam 
Sermon:     "Seer's  Catalog: 
Page  9  -  Woolens" 
•Hymn  No.  41  -  Page  22  "I'll  Go  Where  You  Want  Me  to  Go" 

(Old  Favorites) 
•Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
•Postlude 
.  •Congregation  STanding  

The  Lily  Chart  can  be  filled  in  on  Sea's  Desk. 

Deacon  -  Mr.  Don  Kingsley  will  be  at  the  door  this 
evening  to  greet  the  Congregation. 

New  Members  will  be  received  on  Palm  Sunday 

"^Tomorrow  night  -  Dr.  McCormick  of  V.A.  Hospital  will 
s      present  a  Interesting  program  on  dealing  with  stroke 
patients.  -  S:00  P.M.  at  the  Covenant  U.P.  Church. 
It  will  be  well  worth  your  time  to  attend.  The  Butler 
Fellowship  of  Churches  are  sponsoring  this. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  March  12,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Robin  Knauer,  and  Sandy  Ferree  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11; 00  A,M, 
Prelude;    "Be  Thou  My  Vision"  Young 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  176  "Crown  Him  with  many  crowns" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "Have  mercy  upon  us,  0  God,. 
according  to  thy  loving-kindness;  according  to  the 
multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out  our   transgressions, 
and  our  sin  is  ever  before  us.   Purge  us  and  we  shall  be 
clean;  wash  us  and  we  shall  be  whiter  than  snow*   Create 
in  us  clean  hearts,  0  God.  and  renew  a  right  spirit  within 
us.   Cast  us  not  away  from  thy  presence,  and  take  not  thy 
Holy  Spirit  from  us.   Amen." 
•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture;   Luke  23:8-10;   Matthew  27;  11-14 
Highlights  of  St.  Paul's  Paul  Pfabe 

Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor;  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People;   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor i   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory     "Dominus  Regit  Me"  Willan 

Anthem;    '1Jesu  Joy  of  Man's  Desiring:      J.S.  BAch 
Sermon:       "Seer's  Catalog; 

Page  10  -  Speaking  Aids" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
F-mn  No*  164   "In  the  cross  of  Christ  I  glory" 

.lediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Postlude;       "Beneath  the  Cross"         Morris 


Please  be  seated  for  Congregational  Meeting, 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Steve  Vargo  and  Family  to  the  Glory  of  God. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:*Wally  Feder,  John  Snow. 

Steve  Vargo,  Gottlob  Kradel. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Roy  Andrews  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning, 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  LindaMcMillin, 

Mary  Dell en  and  Ellen  Master. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  211. 
Hospitalized:   Mr*  Earl  Wogan ,  Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton, 

Mr.  Roy  Kradel. 
Rob  Sybert  and  Bruce  McBride  will  be  visiting  at  the 

hospital  this  week. 
Wed.  -  Chancel  Choir  -  6; 30  -  Youth  Choir-  after  Service 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Lenten  Service 

Thurs.  10;30  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  -  at  Helen   Sheppeeks. 
Next  Sunday  -  Palm  Sunday  -  Confirmation  Class  and 

New  Members  will  be  received. 
Our  Sincere  Sympathy  to  Mrs,  James  Stewart,  Family  and 

Friends  in  the  passing  of  Jimmy  Stewart  this  week. 
Mr.  MacKinney  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregreation 

and  express  his  gratitude  for  the  cards,  sent  to 

him  during  his  recent  illness. 
Men's  Good  Friday  Fellowship  Breakfast  -  YMCA  -  6:00 

A.M.   Guest  Speaker  -  Rev.  John  Braugbler,D,D.  from 
First  Lutheran  Church,  Pitts.  -  Price  $1.50  -   Ken 

Weitzel  and  J.  Walter  Harmon  have  tickets. 
Women 'a  -YWCA  Auditorium  on  W,  Cunn.  St.   Guest  Speaker 
Rev.  Vance  Neal;  Music:   The  Grace  Notes.   A  continental 
Breakfast  will  be  served  at  7r30  A.M.  -  Price  $1.25* 
Reservations  required  -  Must  be  made  at  YWCA  by  Monday, 
March  24. 

Youth  ~  St.  Michael's  R.C.  Hall,  Center  Ave.  8:00  a.m. 
Rev.  Perrln  of  Westminster  Church  will  speak.   The 
Wild  Honey  Group  of  four  men  will  present  special  music. 
No  charge  for  breakfast.   An  invitation  is  open  to  all 
youth » 
Today  is  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  Sunday  -  If  you 

forgot  yqur  envelope  —  there  are  extra  ones  in  the 

Narthex  -  you  can  put  them  in  any  time  this  month. 

The  Lily  Chart  is  on  Bea's  desk  if  you  want  a  lily. 
They  will  be  $4.00  -  let  ub  know  now. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
„enten  Service  March  15,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C,  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Jeff  Knauer  -  Acolyte 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  7:30  P.M. 

Prelude        "He  Leadeth  Me"  Morris 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  15  Page  B  "Beyond  the  Sunset" 

(Old  Favorites) 
■•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Invocation 
Scripture         Matthew  27:27-31 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory      "Air"  Bousset 

Evening  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 
Duet:      "And  with  Songs"  Marcello 

Lloyd  and  Dale  Link 
Sermon:  "Seer's  Catalog: 

Page  11  Shut-in  Supplies" 
•Hymn  No.  24  Page  13    "The  Light  Of  The  World  is  Jesus" 

(Old  Favorites) 
•Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
'OBtlude     "Teach  me  my  God  and  King"   Traditional 
"Congregation  Standing  

Elder  and  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congregation 
at  the  door  this  evening. 

LEt  Bea  know  if  you  want  an  Easter  Lily  -  I  have 
a  few  more  on  order  that  have  not  been  sold  as  yet. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Palm  Sunday  March  13,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris  -  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Beth  Feder  and  Jeff  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude r         "Cartege"  Young 

•Processional  Hymn  Wo*  136  "Hosanna,  loud  hosanna,H 

Call  to  Worship    1fI  Bind  My  Heart" 
*Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord,  whose  way  is  perfect, 
help  us,  we  pray  thee,  always  to  trust  in  thy  goodness; 
that,  walking  with  thee  and  following  thee  in  all 
simplicity,  we  may  possess  quiet  and  contented  minds,  and 
may  cast  all  our  care  upon  thee,  for  thy  carest  for  us; 
for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen*" 
*Kyrie      (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
^Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
* Praise 

*Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxfllogy     Wo.  551 
Scripture      Matthew  27:57-61 

Hymn  No.  40  Page  22  "Blessed  Assurance"  EOld  Favorites] 
Call  to  Prayer 

*Pastar:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
*Peopie;   And  with  thy  spirit 
♦Pastor:   Let  us  pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory   "I  Call  to  Thee,  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  Bach 
The  Rite  of  Confirmation:   The  Charge:   The  Vows: 
♦The  Apostles  Creed,  (Congregation  and  Confirmands) 
The  Confirmation  Prayer:   The  Confirmation 
The  Reception  of  Adult  Members 

Anthem:   "Open  the  Gatea  of  the  Temple"       Knapp 
Sermon:  "Seer's  Catalog: 

Page  12  -  Cemetary  Plots" 
Pi  /er  and  Lord's  Prayer 


'Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  135  "All  glory,,  laud  and  honor" 
^Benediction  and  Response  "Christ  we  do  All  Adore  Thee" 
■Postlude 

_^____ -■"Congregation  Standing  -  - - 

The  Palms  have  been  placed  on  the  Altar  in  memory  of 
Mr,  &  Mrs.  John  J.  Sweeney  by  the  Alvin  Tait  Family. 
Vou  are  welcome  to  have  them  after  the  Service  -  The 
Ushers  will  pass  them  out. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Rob  Vinroe,  Steve  Smith, 

Bob  Dell  en  and  Gordon  Kennedy. 
Our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  Family  and  Friends  of 

Mrs.  George  (Nellie)  Davis  who  passed  away  this  week. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Mrs*  Pauline  Fencll , 

Lynne  Bosko  and  Sherry  McClimans. 
The  attendance  Sunday  was  199;  Wed,  102 
We  welcome  the  following  Persons  into  our  Church 
Fellowship  today. 
By  Conf irmation:   Beth  Burns 
Danny  Bosko 
Mary  Dell en 


Mark  Fry 
Brian  Kennedy 
Ellen  Master 
Bobby  Shakely 


; 


Letter    of   Transfer: 

Mr.   Joseph  Galbraith 
Mrs.  Theolo  A.   Galbraith 
Mr.    William  N.    Smiley 
Mrs.    Harjarie    Smiley 
Profession  of  Faith: 

Mrs.    Virginialee  Foley 
Mr.    Paul    Harbison 
Mrs.    Ginger  Harbison 
Mrs.    Cynthia  M.    McWilliams 
Diana  Nagy 

Mrs*   Catherine  Riemer 
Charles  Stniley 
Hospitalized:      Mrs.    Bessie  Hampton t   Mr.    Earl    Wogan, 

Mrs.   Howard  Jaillet. 
We  wish  to  thank  the  Women's  Fellowship  for  the 
corsages  and  boutonnieres   for  the  Confirmands. 
Hon,    -  7:30  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class 
lues-    -  7:30  -  Building  Planning  Comm.    Meeting, 
Wed.   -  7:30  -  Preparatory  Service 
Thurs.   -  Maunday  Thurs.    -  Holy  Comm.    -  Nursery  will  be 

provided.      Reception   for  New  and  Old  Members  after  Servici 
Good  Friday  -  Holy  Commwaion. 


"Seer's  Catalog:  Page  12  -  Cemetary  Plots" 
Texts:  Isa  53:9;  Mt.  27:59-60;  Script:  Bt  27:57-62 

Sumtim  aft  5, Apr  aft  30AD,&  quiet;quak,lit ,thun  stop 
AfJ  drk  &  wind  rustl  aroun,tween  3  crocs  on  en  ded 
miners  go  way, 2  wel  dres  cum  cary  bundl  4  bury 
surpris  thez  men  do  grisly  job 
3   Lings  dun  usual-lv  hang, thro  over  bill, bury  unmark 

Re'  Mt  a-cnt,lk  John  19  Bgin  vs  38 
vs  38= Jos  secret  discip,Nk,Ik  say  counsels, anhed 

no  involv  aB  they  war 
ys  59=Acomplic=Nico  also  mem  Sanhed  ,but  stan  4  Js  &. 
quest  legal  judg  amn  gilt  B4  tried=Ch  4 
Sam  Kioo  cum  2  Js  nite  &  js  say  mus  B  born  agin 
Spic  Nico  brot  enuf  4  king  &  sho  welthy  men 
Vss  40-42=Js  prep  4  bury,&  put  in  Jos  tomb 

Thus  we  0  fulfil  Isa  53:9=mad  grav  wick,§t  w/nch 
in  deth;  expl. 
Thex  men  no  stan  4  Xp  in  lif ,but  do  so  in  deth,chang 
Dif  Btween  them  many  othr=tak  stan  &,   no  liv  up  2it 
Palm  Sun  examp,line  st, shout, Pri  shout  crucify  etc 
Examp  Jos^Nico  leson  4  all  us  2  G  Z-.   do  sumthin  bout 
(Illus  2  men,Xmas  &  no  C  4  wbil,sik  at  Easter) 
Ther  H  tboa  who  say  shud  no  say,tak  unfair  advantag 
thoz  who  only  cum  1nce,twic  &.  embaras  them 
Red  artic  worn  say  they  embaras =baloney 
If  no  embaras  cum  1nce,twic ,shud  no  B  embaras  hear 
U  no  fool  any1,includ  self,&  need  2  kno  fact  ch  lif 

1  midl  contro=if  preachTpeop  say  wrong  1,if  pr-ach 

2  them, I  embaras  &  friv  off 

So  at  risk  do  eitbr  let  us  Ik  at  this  L   have  courag 
2  face  wat  I  say  is  true 
P  Sun  76=    adults  &  only   reg  atten,  no  „tten  etc 
'  yng  peop  only    reg  atten  &  rest  no  attend 
un  77=6  adult  &  2  reg  atten, 2  off/on, 2  no  atten 
5  adult  &  none  reg  attend 
I  no  underst=atten  reg, join  ch  8s  no  atten 
2day  we  saw  yng  peop, adults  join^Sc  I  pray  they  C 
ch  memship  ea  Sun  if  physic  possib 
Only  tim  wil  tell 
Jos  &  Nico  Beam  strong  men  faith  aft  rock  start  &  so 
ther  hop  4  anyl 
But  had  they  maintain  early  record, ch  no  surviv 
Tak  mor  than  Xmas , Easter ,P  Sun  2  mak  a  memb  So  this 
wat  all  need  2  kno  &  do  sumthin  about 


"Seer's  Catalog:  Page  12  -  Cemetary  Plots" 
Texts:  Isaiah  53:9;   Matthew  27:59-60 
9   ipture:  Matthew  27:57-62 

It  is  now  sometime  after  5:00  P.M.  on  an  -*-pril  afternoon  in  the  year  A.D.  30. 
A  quiet  calm  has  settled  over  the  surrounding  landscape.  The  rumbling  of  the 
earth  as  well  as  the  flashing  of  the  lightning,  and  the  rumble  of  thunder  has 
come  to  a  halt.   jti±xxk.atxa:aHxfeE  The  strange  m±k   afternoon  darkness  still  covers 
the  earth  and  all  that  can  be  heard  is  the  wind  rustling  in  and  around  the  three 
crosses  standing  in  a  row  atop  the  hill  called  Calvary. 

On  fckK  each  of  the  crosses  can  be  hh±±±hk!±  seen  the  silent  form  of  a  criminal 
now  silent  in  death.   The  silence  is  broken  only  by  the  sobbing  of  a  few  mourners 
as  they  make  their  way  down  the  hillside  and  also  by  the  steady  crunch  of  gravel 
as  two  well  dressed  individuals  make  their  way  up  the  slope.   In  their  arms  they 
carry  bundles  which  form  the  elements  with  which  to  gxxs  prepare  someone  for 
burial.  As  they  begin  the  task  of  removing  the  middle  figure  from  fcfts  His  cross 
v.  ancs  cannot  help  but  show  surprise  that  two  men  such  as  these  should  be  about 
this  grisly  isJcK.task. 

Normally  one  of  three  things  would  take  place  in  the  disposal  of  these  bodies. 
Hany^times  the  body  would  be  le  ft  hanging  to  decay  and  be  disposed  of  by  the 
elements  and  wild  animals  and  birds.   This  served  as  a  grim  warning  thot  Imperial 
Rome  would  tolerate  no  anarchy  as  long  as  they  were  in  power. 

If  the  bodies  were  not  left  to  hang  there ,  they  would  often  be  thrown  over  the 
hill  outside  the  Western  Gate  of  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  to  be  burned  with  the 
rest  of  the  garbage  and  rubbish  of  Jerusalem. 

If  none  of  these  things  took  place  ±iDcik&±xx±±XKH  Eoncerning  the  dead  bodies  of 
criminals  such  as  these,  they  would  be  taken  down  and  buried  in  an  unmarked 
grave  in  what  was  known  as  the  "Potters  Field." 

We  read  Matthews  account  of  a  part  of  what  we  have  been  describing,  now  let  us 
l.^k  at  the  account  as  it  is  renedered  in  John's  G-espel,  in  the  19th  chapter. 
In  verse  38  we  see  that  Joseph  was  from  Arimethea  and  that  he  was  a  seceet  dis- 
ciple of  Jesus.   Mark  and  Luke  tell  us  that  He  was  a  counsellor  and  that  he  did 
not  concur  with  the  others  concerning  the  trial,  arrest,  and  execution  of  Jesus. 


-2- 
This  means  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Sanhedrin,  but  was  not  involved  in  their 
ie  1-  trial,  ^o  we  see  then  that  he  has  asked  for,  and  been  granted  permission 
to  remove  the  body  of  Jesus. 

In  verse  39  we  see  that  he  had  an  accomplice  in  this  plan  and  his  name  was 
Nicodenrus.   TJicodemus  was  also  a  member  of  the  3anhedrin,  but  unlike  Joseph  he 
did  stand  up  for  Jesus  at  a  point  where  the  Sanhedrin  wanted  to  arrest  Jesus 
earlier  in  His  ministry.  He  had  questioned  the  legality  of  judging  a  man  guilty 
before  he  had  been  tried.   This  event  occurs  in  the  4th  chapter  of  John's  Gospel. 
But  we  also  know  that  Nicodemus  came  to  Jesus  secretly  at  night  to  find  out  who 
Jesus  really  was.  This  occurs  in  the  3rd  chapter  of  John  and  is  where  Jesus  tells 
this  Pharisee  that  he  must  be  born  again.   He  explained  to  him  that  a  man  is  bor  E 
physically,  but  that  he  needs  to  be  born  spiritually  and  this  needed  to  take 
place  in  his  life. 

The  amount  of  spices  which  Nicodemus  brought,  was  enough  to  be  used  for  the 
b   ial  of  a  king.   But  it  also  indicated  that  Nicodemus,  like  Joseph  was  a  very 
wealthy  man. 

o0  we  read  that  Joseph  and  Nicodemus  too1:  the  body  of  Jesus ,  wrapped  it  in  the 
linen  mixed  with  the  spices  in  the  folds,  and  laid  Him  in  the  grave  i\rhich  Joseph 
had  prepared  for  his  own  use. 

Here  then  we  see  the  fulfillment  by  Jesus  of  the  prophecy  from  the  Seer's  Cata- 
log in  Isaiah  53:9,  "And  He  made  His  grave  with  the  wicked,  and  with  the  rich 
in  His  death."   When  Jesus  was  on  the  cross  the  end  of  His  life  meant  a  grave 
such  as  the  other  two  thieves  were  to  receive,   v/hen  He  actually  died,  it  was 
not  only  one  rich  man,  but  two  who  came  to  give  Him  a  grave,  owned  by  one  of  the 
rich  men. 

But  in  the  lives  of  these  two  men  is  seen  the  story  of  so  many  who  came  in  con- 
tact with  Jesus.   At  first  they  were  silent,  and  reluctant  disciples  of  His. 
h^   following  His  death  they  seemed  to  have  gotten  the  courage  to  tand  forth 
and  be  strong  supporters  of  His.   But  isn't  this  also  the  reverse  of  what  took 

place  on  that  day  we  call  Palm  Sunday?  People  lined  the  streets  and  highways  to 
gcclaim  Him  and  hail  Him  as  the  jskki*  promised  by  God  to  redeem  His  people. 
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But  these  same  people  who  cheered  on  Sunday  were  probably  among  the  first  to 

r  mt  "Crucify  Him,  Crucify  Him,"  on  Friday.  This  has  been  the  history  of  so 

many  who  have  mouthed  the  name  of  Christ,  only  to  stand  mute  and  silent  when 

they  should  be  standing  forth  for  Him. 

The  example  shown  by  Nicodemus  and  Joseph  of  Arimathea  is  the  example  for  all  of 

us.  By  this  I  mean  that  when  we  stand  forth  fro  Christ  we  not  only  mouth  it 

but  we  mean  it.  Nicodemus  and  Joseph  may  not  have  been  good  examples  at  first, 

but  when  they  finally  came  out  of  hiding  we  can  be  certain  they  were  willing  to 

risk  all  for  Christ. 

What  is  our  performance  along  these  lines? 

(Two  men  were  talking  after  church  aKXHHBtx&hExsi  after  Christmas  services.  One 
of  them  said  to  the  other,  "I  haven't  seen  you  in  church  for  a  while."   The  other 

man  answered,  "Yeah,  I  was  sick  at  Easter.") 

Now  I  know  that  when  I  even  mention  something  like  this  there  are  those  who 
criticize  and  say  that  we  ministers  take  asbts  unfair  advantage  of  those  who  only 
come  a  couple  times  a  year.   I  road  an  article  in  a  church  magazine  about  this 
some  time  ago  by  a  woman  who  explained  the  so  called  side  of  those  who  only  at- 
tend periodically.  She  Claimed  that  because  there  are  ministers  who  take  pot 
shots  at  the  infrequent  attenders  they  are  embarrassed  and  only  come  infrequently 
because  of  this.   I  say  this  is  baloney.   I  say  that  because  if  you  have  nerve 
enough  to  be  a  one  or  two  visitor  to  church  eh  a  year,  and  risk  the  embarrassment 
of  knowing  that  you  are  not  fooling  anyone,  then  you  won't  get  too  embarrassed 
if  I  point  out  that  this  is  a  fact  of  church  life. 

You  see,  I  happen  to  be  in  the  middle  of  this  controversy.   If  I  preach  things 
that  causes  the  congregation  to  wince,  I  am  accused  of  not  preaching  to  the 
people  I  should  be  preaching  to.   I  am  told  that  type  of  sermon  is  for  those  who 
only  come  once  or  twice  a  year.   Then  if  I  preach  this  kind  of  sermon  for  the 
r  is  or  twice  a  year  people,  I  am  accused  of  driving  them  off. 
So  at  the  risk  of  being  accused  no  matter  what  I  preach  let  me  state  that  I  am 

not  trying  to  embarrass  anyone,  much  less  drive  them  away.   If  you  have  the 
courage  to  attend  once  or  twice,  you  should  have  the  courage  to  know  that  what 
what  I  am  saying  Is  true.  Let's  look  at  some  facte  to  back  *m«  up. 
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The  Palm  Sunday  figures  of  new  members  for  the  past  two  years  can  give  us  some 

teresting  statisitics  to  look  at. 
In  1975  on  Palm  Sunday  we  took  in  adults.  Of  that  number  only  2  are  regu- 
lar attenders.  never  attend,  and  only  once  in  a  long  while.  Of  the 

17  young  people  confirmed  only  4-  are  regular  attenders,  rarely  missing.  The 
rest  are  nori-attenders.   Last  year  we  confirmed  6  and  of  that  number  only  2  are 
very  regular  attenders.   1  is  a  hk  periodic  attender  and  kk  1  other  is  a  once 
or  twice  a  year  attender,  with  the  other  two  practically  non-attenders. 
'.v'e  took  in  5  adults  and  none  of  them  are  regular  attenders.   There  is  something 
I  have  never  been  able  to  understand  about  church  membership.   This  is  the  fact 
that  many  people  will  come  to  church  regularly  before  they  become  members  and 
then  we  rarely  see  them  if  ever  after  they  are  members. 

Today  we  saw  young  people  and  adults  become  members  of  this  congregation.   My 
prayer  for  each  of  them  is  that  they  see  their  membership  consisting  of  coming 
worship  each  Sunday  they  are  physically  -Die  to  do  so.   Only  time  will  tell. 
Joseph  and  ITicodemus  became  strong  men  of  faith  after  a  rocky  start  which  shows 
there  is  still  hope  for  anyone.   3ut  had  they  maintained  their  performance  befor 
Jesus  was  crucified,  the  early  church  would  not  have  survived.   It  takes  more 
than  Christmas,  faster,  and  Palm  Sunday  to  make  a  member  and  this  is  what  we 
all  heed  to  know  and  do  something  about. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
(      reparatory  Service  March  22,  1979 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs,  Kay  Morris  -  Organist,  and  Choir  Director 
Sharon  and  Karen  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude     "Religioso"  Rowley 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  18  Page  10  "Pass  Me  Not" 

(Old  Favorites) 
*Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Invocation 
Scripture        Mark  15:33-38 
Evening  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 
Offering 

Offertory     "Our  Father"  Bach 

Solo     "My  Tribute"     Andrae  Crouch 
Sung  by  Hoyd  Link 
Sermon:        ''Seer's  Catalog: 

Page  13  -  Costly  Gifts" 
•Exhortation  of  Preparation 
•Confession  of  Sin   Page  19 
•Assurance  of  Pardon 

•Hymn  No.  16  Page  9  "An  Evening  Prayer"   (Old  Favorites) 
•Benediction 
•Threefold  Amen 

ostlude       "Lamb  of  God" 

"Congregation  Standing  

"Tomorrow  -  Maundy  Thursday  -  7:30  -  Holy  Communion 

(Pews) 
Reception  for  New  Members  and  the  Congregation  are 
invited  to  the  Undercroft  afterwards  for  a  social 

tomorrow  Juneral  'M  King,  Thompson,  Killer  1100 
Good  Friday  -  7:-30  -  Holy   Communion  (Pews) 

Pres.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Dellen  will  greet  the  congregation 
at  the  door  this  evening. 

We  welcome  all  those  visiting  with  us  this  evening. 

y/i- '/  w#*  /"  pus  ftttf*  ft-'- 


"Seer's  Catalog:  Fage  13  -  Costly  Gifts" 
texts:  Isa  53:10;  Mk  15:57;  icrip;  Mk  15:33-38 
Bin  think  winter  St  worst  weathr,1:-.  parhap  thots  nice 
wet>   keep  us  goin:  spring, summer  flowr,  sun, cloud  etc 

Is  ..dttir  chang  we  4get  had  stuf  until  next  wintr 
iictur:Js  talk  discipa ,  folios  near  Jeru  4  7  of  Dedic 
f  ter  preced  Spring  in  which  arest , trial , execution 
Jebiis  sed:John  10:17-18  (SEAS') 
Bouz  this  Jews  divid  think  of  Him, Insane ;dem  poses  e 
But  no1  tuk  in1  oonsid  He  set  34, what  He  actual  do 
Wat  Js  shar  they  no  underst,&  we  find  hard  underst  al 
V.'ennlook  G  plan  4  mank,mus  serch  Serip/proph  4  uniqu 
3xpl  53:10=3eer's  Cat  Ig  13:  1st  part=execution  of  Js 
2nd  part=3^ED,1  2M  yrs  Ch  grow=3M,5H  folio  Pentecost 
3rd  part=K<CL0KG=Js  Hesur,sit  rt  hand  G,£:  1st  fruit 
4-th  l'art=IL23Un=no  siner  2  perish, joy  1  repeat  in  hv 

this  redemp  possib  Bcuz  Js  gav  lif  mak  paasib 
..'e  say  Js  died  4  sinners  ,t>ut  it  mor  than  this 
Wat  wud  B  Ur  most  prized  possession? 
(Illus  Dav  Korse,ilambhau  pearl  diver) 
.'his  perf  illu3  Js,:ie  gav  lif  4  mank 
Lif=tha  mos  costly  Gift  we  hav, 
bold  it,ch:rish  it,nurtur  it.medioat  it, etc 
Jiark  15:3?=J3  voluntary  giv  up  lif , no  1  take  from  Hiz 
This  wat  ment  in  Jn  10, say  hav  powr  2  lay  dwn.take 
He  releas  His  Sp  8b  He  no  kil  by  sinful  men  as  we 
so  often  say  &  think 
He  cud  hung  indefinit  if  wanted  2 
'Jen  think  sacrif  this  direction  we  C  wa3"costly  Gift" 
2his  shed  4  U  &  Me 
;e  need  2  prep  hatt3,livs  2  cum  2  !5is  Table  h   parte 
His  meal  4giveness 
Tl  )  Gift  cost  3av  His  very  lif  S:  s^v  freely  4  us 
'J nis  sho  His  luv  &  we  need  rendr  thanks  &  prep  live 
daily  2B  worthy  that  luv. 


"Seer's  Catalog;  Page  13  -  Costly  Gifts" 
Texts:  Isaiah  53:10;  Mark  15:37 
S   ipture:  Mark  15:33-38 

-L''or  the  past  several  months  we  have  seen  winter  at  its  worst.   Perhaps  the  idea 
which  has  kept  us  from  being  totally  overcome  by  it  has  been  the  thought  of  nice 
warm  sunshine,  with  flowers  and  trees  in  bloom.   Or  we  may  have  thought  of  lazy 
summer  days  sitting  by  a  stream  and  enjoying  nature  when  it  is  calm  and  serene. 
JbdEx5ncacaxXHraxfefcstx«ttxHfcaix^haxKxfmni±xisnixsHi«BKxxiixAxEH  But  as  the  weather 
changes  and  becomes  warm  and  runshiny,  we  will  forget  the  snow  and  ice  and  bliz- 
zards.  All  of  the  things  which  have  kept  our  minds  occunied  for  so  long  will  be 
but  a  memory  only  to  be  recalled  when  again  winter  has  set  into  our  lives. 
Picture  Jesus  if  you  will,  talking  to  Mis  disciples  and  followers  as  they  neared 
Jerusalem  for  the  Pea  t  of  Dedication.  This   would  have  been  in  the  winter  pre- 
c  eding  the  'Ppring  in  which  Jesus  was  arrested  tried  and  convicted.   Jesus  said 
to  them,  "Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  because  I  lay  down  my  life,  that  I 
m^pat  take  it  again.   No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myself.   I 
have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  !  have  power  to  take  it  again.   This  commandment 
have  I  received  of  my  Father."   John  10:17-^8. 

e  read  that  because  of  this  saying  the  Jews  were  divided  in  their  thinking  about 
Him,  ^orne  thought  that  He  was  insane.  Others  believed  that  He  was  demon  poss- 
essed. But  what  none  of  them  took  into  consideration  was  that  He  was  setting 
before  them,  that  which  He  would  actually  do  and  accomplish.   Wttat  Jesus  had 
shared  with  them  they  could  not  understand  and  in  fact,  we  find  it  hard  to  under- 
stand as  well.   But  when  we  look  at  God's  plan  for  mankind  and  search  through 
the  prophecies  and  the  fulfillment  of  those  prophecies  we  can  understand  this 
very  unique  plan  of  God's  for  mankind. 
V/hen  we  turn  back  to  the  "Jeer's  Catalog,"   Isaiah  53:10,  we  see  this  prophecy 

in  detail.   He  says,  "Yet  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise  Him;  He  hath  put  Him  to 

prophecy 
grief."  From  this  we  can  see  the  KHS^xsiisHg  completion  in  the  execution  of 

Jesus.   But  it  becomes  more  expanded  when  we  read  the  rest  of  this  verse  and 

understand  what  it  really  says.   Isaiah  goes  on,  "V/hen  Thou,  (meaning  God), 
shalt  make  His  soul,  'meaning  Jesus),  for  sin,  He,  (meaning  Jesus  again), 
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shall  see  His  seed."   Let's  stop  here  and  look  at  this.   "His  seed,"  refers  to 
wY    ':   has  cone  about  because  of  the  sacrifice  of  Jesus.   What  would  be  "His  Seed"? 
Those  who  have  come  to  know  ^ira  as  their  Savior  for  the  past  2000  years  or  so, 
are  "His  Seed."  SSaxsfeKllxprisisnsxMisxiiKyH  Look  at  the  early  church  following 
Pentecost.  On  the  day  of  Pentecost  itself  we  read  that  3000  sould  were  added  to 
the  church.   A  short  time  after  that  in  Acts  we  read  that  there  were  about  5000 
more  added  to  the  Ohurch.   This  is  how"Bis  Seed"  has  come  forth. 
Isaiah  says,  "He  shall  prolong  His  days."  How  could  Jesus'  days  be  prolonged? 
By  His  resurrection.   We  know  from  scripture  that,  "Nov/  is  Christ  risen  from  the 
dead,  and  become  the  first  fruits  of  them  that  slept."  ^nd  also  that  He  is  sits 
on  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father.  The  verse  is  completed  with,  "And  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Lord  shall  prosper  in  His  hand."   .he  pleasure  of  the  Lord  is  that 
all  men  might  come  to  Him.   God  does  not  want  that  any  of  His  children  should 
perish  and  the  "Pleasure  of  the  Lord"  is  the  redemption  of  sinners.   "there  is 
j    in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth,"  Jesus  told  us.   This  re 'emotion 
is  prospering  in  Jesus'  hand  because  He  gave  His  life  to  make  this  possible. 
-0  here  we  see  the  real  significance  of  what  we  read  as  Scripture  for  this  eve- 
ning.  Jesus  had  jraEonisEii  told  His  followers  that  He  was  going  to  lay  down  His 
life.   In  essence  this  is  understandable  and  we  can  repeat,  "Jesus  died  for  sin- 
ners." jut  it  is  more  than  fcksi  this. 

If  I  were  to  ask  you  to  think  of  what  your  most  prised  possession  is,  what  would 
you  say? 

(Illustration  of  Bavid  Morse  missionary  in  India,  and  SanskfeasH  Hninbhau  diver) 
This  is  a  perfect  illustration  of  Jesus.   He  gave  His  life  for  mankind.  The  most 
costly  gift  ever  given.  Life,  is  the  most  precious  thing  we  have,   '/e  hold  on 
to  it,  we  cherish  it,  we  feed  it,  clothe,  it,  medicate  it  when  sick  and  so  on. 
But  Jesus  sacrificed  it  for  us.   But  the  whole  point  of  this  is  found  in  the  3?th 
v   se  of  our  Scripture  for  this  evening,  "And  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
gave  up  the  ghost."  This  was  not  an  automatics:  reaction  which  for  all  other 
mortals  takes  place  at  death.   When  a  normal  person  dies  it  is  the  stoppage  of 
life,  but  it  is  not  voluntary.   .li'ith  Jesus  it  was  a  deliberate  stopping  of  "is 


-3- 

life.   This  is  what  lie  meant  when  He  was  telling  His  followers  that  no  man  takes 
i   from  Him,  b^t  He  lays  it  down  Himself.   He  said  He  had  power  to  lay  it  down  a 
aran±jt  and  power  to  t'ike  it  again.   This  indicates  that  He  had  powers  which  the 
ordinary  person  does  not  have.   Therefore,  He  willfully  died.  At  the  point  of 
^is  execution  He  released  His  spirit.   He  was  not  killed  by  sinful  men  as  we  so 
often  think  and  say.  He  could  have  hung  on  that  cross  indefinitely  had  He  wante  c 
to. 

°o  when  we  think  of  the  sacrifice  in  this  direction,  we  see  that  it  certainly 
was  a  "Costly  Gift"  which  was  shed  for  you  and  mean.   That  is  why  we  need  to 
prepare  our  hearts  and  lives  so  that  we  can  come  to  His  table  and  partake  of  His 
Meal  of  forgiveness.  This  Gift  cost  our  Savior  His  very  life  and  He  gives  it 
to  us  freeljr.   All  of  this  shows  forth  His  love  and  we  need  to  render  our  thanks 
and  prepare  our  lives  daily  to  be  worthy  of  that  love. 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Maundy  Thursday  March  23,  1978 

The  Hev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Lori  Zavacky  and  Jeff  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  HOLY  COMMUNION 
Prelude:       "0  Sacred  Head"  Bach 

►Processional  Hymn  No.  1dB  "When  I  survey  the  wondrous 

cross" 
►Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
►Invocation 
Scripture:  Romans  3:  19-28 

Evening  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 
Who ' s  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory     "0  Sacred  Head"  Kirnberger 

Anthem:     "I  Walked  Today"    O'Hara  Chancel  Choir 
Sermon:       "Seer's  Catalog: 

Page  14  -  Redemptions" 
Communion  Hymn  145  "Tis  midnight;  and  on  Olive's  brow" 
►Communion  Service  Page  32 
Exhortation  -  Confession  -  Absolution 
Eucharistic  Prayer 
Seraphic  Hymn 

The  Institution  -  Choral  Amen 
Agnus  Dei 
Holy  Communion 
►Prayerof  Thanksgiving  -  Doxology 
►Hymn  of  Dedication  No*  27  Page  15  "Old  Rugged  Cross" 

(Old  Favorites) 
♦Benediction 
►Threefold  Amen 
►Postlude       "0  Sacred  Head"  Telemann 

-.  —  —  —  —  -  —  —  ►Congregation  Standing 

Serving  Communion  tonight  -  Bob  uellen,  Howdy  Bolam, 
Norma  Knauer,  Rob  Syhert  and  Paul  Campbell,   They 
will  also  serve  as  Ushers. 


Elder  and  Mrs.  Paul  Campbell  will  greet  the  Congregation 
and  Friends  at  the  door  tonight. 


Nursery  will  be  provided  tonight  by  Mrs.  Karen  Vensel, 
Pam  Fry  and  Debra  Johnston. 

GOOD  FRIDAY  SERVICE  -  7:30  P.M.  -  Holy  Comnw  (Pew) 

You  are  invited  to  the  Undercroft  for  Fellowship 
Hour  with  our  New  Members  as  our  Honor  Guests.   The 
Congregation  and  all  those  worshipping  with  us  this 
evening.   The  Reception  is  sponsored  by  the  Women's 
Fellowship. 

We  invite  ail  Christians,  regareless  of  denomination 
to  partake  of  the  lord's  supper  with  us.   Please 
fill  out  a  Communion  card  (found  in  the  pews)  so 
that  our  Church's  records  will  be  accurate.   If 
visitors  desire  to  receive  credit  at  their  home 
church,  put  the  name  and  address  of  either  your 
Pastor  or  your  Church  on  the  back  of  the  card  and  it 
will  be  forwarded. 

Prayer:   Dear  Heavenly  Father,  Easter  brings  to  mind 
the  tenderest  and  most  meaningful  associations  of 
the  year.   It  is  a  time  for  quiet  reflection.   Let 
us  think  of  our  dear  ones  who  have  gone  on  but  who 
have  not  left  us,  whom  we  will  meet  again,  and  let 
us  think  of  Jesus,  who  tells  us  about  the  immortality 
of  life.   We  thank  Thee  for  all  the  thoughts  which 
Easter  evokes.   How  grateful  we  are  for  the  faith 
taught  us  by  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  that  because  He 
lives,  we  shall  live  also,  and  that  someday,  somewherer 
somehow,  we  shall  meet  our  loved  ones  again  and  know 
them  and  love  them  and  never  be  seperated  from  them 
anymore!   This  is  the  faith  of  Easter  Day,  bind  it 
closely  and  securely  to  our  hearts  and  thereby  bring 
us  comfort  and  peace  and  joy  in  the  knowledge  that 
life  triumphs  over  death.  Through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.   Amen  > 


"Seer's  Catalog:  Page  14  -  Redemptions" 

Texts:  Iaa  55:11;  Rom  5:24;  Scrip:  Horn.  3:19-28 

(Illus  Jcot  Or  Sb  mark  word  after  poor  peops  name  etc. 
Wat  v/ud  word  B  raak  nul/void  legit  debt???? 

"Seer  prpphesy  this  &  P  spel  out  bk  Romans 
f   11=He(God) ,shal  C  travail  His  soul,Cmean  Js  soul) 
'  :z   B  satisfied,  (G  satis  wat  Js  doing) 

By  His  knowledg,Cknowledg  og  Js,shal  my  righteous 
servant  justify  many; 4  he  shal  hear  their  iniquiti. 
All  this  cum  2  doct  of  I=Justif ication  by  Faith 

This  stumbl  blok  in  Gh  Bcuz  no  underst,but  simpl  2 
3rd  chap  .icrip=G  right, pure  &  man  sinr  striv  23  rigtr 

This  esnenc  scrip  this  eve  &  23-24  made  clear 
vs  23=we  sinrs  by  very  natur  we  born  with, very  plain 
vs  24a=2B  just  ^ean  set  right  ,examp=bank  rob/,jail 
Just  by  7=made  rightous  34  G  &  24a  mean  this 
vs  24b=Grace  is  free  gift, 

BEING  MADE  RIGHOU3  B4  G,FRELY  BY  HIS  FBEE  GIFT 
vs  24c=2  redeem  pric  raus  B  paid/green  stamps  etc 

Js  pay  price  4  sinners  &  we  redeemed 
BEING         rHTOUS  34  G, FREELY  3Y  SIFT  ECX 

THRU  THE  PB  !    JD  BY  J3  4  MANKIND 
-ill  this  ties  lent  2gether,the  purp  is  &  was  2  pur- 
chase redemp  4  sinners 
2  free  mank  from  slavery  of  sin 
l/at  was  v:ord  Jcot  Br  wrote?? 
in  red  infc»FORGIVEB 
this  wat  G  writ  acros  our  debt  B4  »im 

this  free  without  price, but  mus  accpt  by  faith 
de  mus  kno  this  dun  4  me  &  Xp  my  personal  Saviour 
'^his  why  cum  2  L's  Table, 2  acknowl  seek  4givnes  sin 

e  cum  4  no  other  reason  &  if  any  here  2  fulfill 
"Uh  requir  U  ^nder  false  pretenses 

This  purp  hav  prep  serv  which  most  U  mus  feel  U 
no  need 
1  thin  point  out  that  serv  &  that  if  U  cum  unworthly 
2  L's  tabl,U  eat  &  drink  2  own  damnation 
I  sincer  suggest  ea  1  us  eaxan  harts  next  moments 
&  then  partak  or  no  partak  accordingly 
We  not  here  2  fuflill  obligations  4  church  membershi 
insted,here  2  seek  4givenes  sin  thru  rememb  wat  Xp 
did  4  ea  us 
I  pray  ea  us  may  eat/drink  worthily 


"Peer's  Catalog:  Page  14  -  Redemptions" 
Texts:  Isaiah  53:11;  Romans  3:24 
S  Ipture:  Romans  3:19-28 

(Illustration  of  doctor  in  .Scotland  and  marking  word  after  the  accounts  of  those 
poor  people  who  could  not  pay.   Heirs  took  to  court  and  jusge  ruled  against) 

What  would  that  one  \iord   he  that  would  make  null  and  void  a  legitimate  debt 
collectable  by  law?  The  "3eer"  Isaiah  prophecied  this  in  the  11th  verse  of  the 
53rd  chapter  of  his  "Catalog"  and  Paul  spells  it  out  in  the  book  of  Romans  and 
particularly  in  the  portion  we  read  as  Scripture  this  evening. 

Isaiah  tells  us,  "He,  (meaning  God),  shall  see  the  travail  of  His  soul,  (meaning 
Jesus1  soul),  and  shall  be  satisfied."  In  other  words,  God  will  see  the  suffer- 
ing of  Jesus  and  shall  be  satisfied  with  what  Jesus  was  doing.  He  goes  on,  "By 
His  knowledge  shall  my  saxKasi  righteous  servant  justify  many;  for  He  shall  bear 
their  Iniquities."   -his  could  be  paraphrased,  "By  the  knowledge  of  Jesus,  or 
what  Jesus  did,  the  sinless  Jesus  will  make  many  righteous,  for  He  will  carry 
t    sins  of  all  mankind." 

How  what  all  of  this  cones  down  to  is  a  doctrine  set  forth  by  the  Apostle  Paul 
which  is  called  "Justification  by  faith."   This  has  been  a  stumbling  block  for 
many  people  for  many  years  within  the  church  because  it  is  quite  often  not  com- 
pletely understood.   But  it  is  very  simple  to  understand  once  we  know  what  lies 
behind  all  of  it. 

In  the  third  chapter  of  Romans  Paul  Is  explaining  that  God  is  righteous.  This 
means  He  is  pure  and  sinless  and  man  is  a  sinner  striving  to  be  righteous  before 
this  pure  God.  This  in  essence  is  all  that  is  being  said  in  this  block  of  Scrip- 
ture we  have  shared  'this  evening,   3ut  I  would  like  to  share  just  two  verses  of 
this  Scripture  which  should  make  all  of  this  clear  for  us.   In  the  23rd  and  the 
24th  verses  Paul  makes  this  as  clear  as  it  can  possibly  be  made. 
He  says,  "Foe  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  This  Is  sim- 
ple enough  for  anyone  to  understand  and  we  surely  must  know  that  we  are  sinners 
by  the  very  sinful  nature  that  we  are  bom  with.   This  couldn't  be  made  more 

plain   Then  Paul  goes  on,  "Being  justified  freely  by  His  grace  through  thv  re- 
demption that  is  in  Christ  Jesus."   Now  if  we  break  this  down  a  little  at  a  time 
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we  will  readily  see  what  Paul  is  saying,  and  how  Jesus  fulfilled  the  prophecy 

Isaiah  55:11. 
To  be  justified  merely  means  to  be  set  right.  A  px±  bank  robber  is  justified 
before  the  law  when  be  has  served  his  sentence.  This  means  that  he  has  paid  the 
penalty  for  his  crime.  To  be  justified  before  God  is  to  be  made  righteous  before 
Him.  This  is  all  that  the  doctrine  of  Jutif ication  by  Paith  ixxa±±xa3ssHix  real- 
ly means.   It  means  to  be  made  right,  or  righteous  in  the  sight  of  God.  Jo  what 
Paul  said  was,  "Being  made  righteous  before  God."  The  second  part  of  verse  24 
tells  us,  "Freely  by  His  grace."  Ikxxxnar  The  word  Grace  merely  means  a  free 
gift,   So  it  would  read,  "Being  made  righteous  before  God,  freely  by  God's  free 
gift."  And  the  third  part  reads,  "Through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus."  x'o  redeem  something,  a  price  must  be  paid.   I  am  sure  that  we  all  re- 
member the  craze  of  a  few  years  back  to  get  trading  stamps  for  everything  we 
bought.   When  we  had  enough  of  them  we  could  take  them  to  a  redemption  center 

d  we  received  a  gift  in  exchange  for  the  stamps.  This  is  what  Paul  is  saying. 
Through  the  price  that  Jesus  paid  £3kexk±h  on  behalf  ofl  sinners,  we  have  been 

redeemed. 

The  vnse  should  now  read,  "Being  made  righteous  before  God,  freely  by  God's 
free  gift,  through  the  price  paid  by  Jesus  for  mankind."  All  of  this  then  ties 
together  the  full  meaning  of  lent.  The  purpose  is  and  was  to  purchase  the  re- 
demption of  sinners,   ^o  free  mankind  from  the  slavery  of  sin.zHX. 
What  was  the  word  the  Scottish  doctor  had  written  across  the  accounts  of  the 
poor  people  he  treated  and  who  were  unable  to  pay.   In  red  ink  he  wrote  the 
word  forgiven.   This  is  what  God  has  written  across  our  account  before  Him,  tarfcx 
itxisxxiraHtkiHK^feiEiixwHXHmsfcxtalraxfeyxfaitkx  God  has  given  this  to  us  free  and 
without  price.  But  we  must  accept  it  by  faith.  Vie  must  know  that  this  was  done 
for  me  and  that  Christ  is  my  personal  Saviour.  This  is  Hfcai  why  we  come  to  the 
_ord's  Table,  to  acknowledge  that  we  seek  the  continued  forgiveness  of  our  sins. 
We  come  for  no  other  reason.  Or  I  should  say  we  shouldn't  come  for  any other 

reas   ,  ^o  if  any  of  us  are  here  merely  to  fulfill  the  requirement  for  ch  __-ch 
membership,  you  are  here  under  false  pretenses.  This  is  the  purpose  of  having 
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the  Preparatory  service  last  night,  which,  not  too  many  people  feel  they  need. 

0  thing  which  is  pointed  out  very  vividly  in  that  service  is  the  fact  that  if 
you  come  unworthily  to  the  Lord's  Table,  you  eat  and  drink  to  your  own  damnation. 

1  would  sincerely  suggest  that  each  of  as  one  of  us  examine  our  hearts  during 
the  next  moments  and  then  partake  or  not  partake  ±KpsHi±iHg  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
tfe  are  not  here  to  fulfill  obligations  for  Church  membership,  but  instead  are 
here  to  seek  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins  through  the  remembrance  of  what  Christ 
did  for  each  of  us.   I  pray  that  each  of  us  may  eat  and  drink  worthily. 


1:45  -  THE  WORD  OF  SUFFERING 
"1  Thirst." 

Scripture  Reading  John  19:28-29 

Solo   "Into  Thy  Hands"  from  "Cantata  106"  J.  S.  Bach 
Peter  Morabito 

Meditation  The  Rev.  Mr.  Dean  Reeder 

Oak  Hills  Christian  Church 

Prayer 

*Hymn         "Amazing  Grace"  No.  275 


2:10  -  THE  WORD  OF  VICTORY 
"It  is  finished." 

Scripture  Reading  John  19:30 

Solo  "Out  of  the  Depths"  Scott 

David  Geisler 

Meditation  The  Rev.  William  Fey 

St.  Fidelis  Seminary 

Prayer 

*Hymn   "When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross"    Ho.  198 


2:35  -  THE  WORD  OF  COMMITMENT 
"Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit." 

Scripture  Reading  Luke  23:44-49 

Solo   "I  Walked  Today  Where  Jesus  Walked"     O'Hara 
Mary  Shields 

Meditation  The  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  E.  Kromer 

Grace  Lutheran  Church 

Prayer 

*Hymn     "0  Sacred  Head,  Now  Wounded"      No.  194 

♦BENEDICTION  Mr.  Brookshire 

POSTLUDE  Mrs.  Victor  Phillips 

Congregation  Standing 


Jon!  Behold  thy  mother! 


Jrd  ',;ord:,;Joman,beho 

John  19:25-2? 

Tiatf.  "toon.miday  sun  Md,&  ominus  dark  descend  on  earti 

Lik  taidnite  at  noon,  &  3  criminals  varies  pain.discoj 

3  women, 1  lone  discip  silent  vigil  at  cross  in  midl; 

1/-*hem  Mary, earth,  mother  Js,&  mus  thot  amny  things  as 

aL  .iiz  over  this  execution, 
Thotii'emp  &  preneat  son  3  Lord,A£ed  Jimeon  bless  bao 
&  h^,TCffiT,D  -TUT.;  CHILD  ■■,-??  4> ft TJ,  ft.  MJIU3  AJ.U1  U? 

H j-:t  T"T::;n;r,^  4  a  .,15;:  .:iiiQ"  j-'at,  3  3,^1,:;  tuTTi. 
f^^    ''■■T.  -rynn  rn:>ii  '.-■  i v  ii.y    ir»:f:"L;u.g:i.vr. 


£^-T^;?,  f,-,'  MAKY  H-.nT.-i  HKAT.  B. 


Here  she  stood"  2,  sword  pierc  hart  &.  soul, mutely  Rial 
stood  by 
Js  unab  raov  except  hed,peer  thru  bloodahot  ,.;wollen 
eyes  &  look  4  familiar  frend  or  luv  1 

t  mingl.blud  frora  crown  burn, hard  2  0 
Mary  lean  discip, Centurion  beckon  mov  closr 
Js  perhap  recog  who  war  1-,   then  speak  diffi  thru  parol 
lips,  swollen  Bcuz  beat  t--)ken  face 
,.rord  brief, 2  point, ea  breth  labor, pain 
2  speak  difficult ,&  so  necess  23  brief 
Ged : W0i-LU:T3::0L3  UH  JON!  BHOLD  Uil  MOS.^il 
Conjee  giv  2  care  discip 
dutiful  son  tai  care, support  wen  Jos  die  8=  only 
natural  look  after  folio  this 
Lik  intro=Motber  meet  Jn,Jn  meet  mother 

Thot  this  His  final  concern  4  thoz  dearly  luv 
But  1  meaning  I  submit  also  probable; 
la  Ja  hung  ther  go  thru  agony,?-,  tortur  look  thru 
tortur  eyes  C  Mary, John  Si  C  worry  looks  ther 

lis  2  Mother :..'onan,3hold  Jon.  I  ur  .Jon  but  not  no 
I  on  of  G:I  dy  4  U:This  sufr  4U  £o  mank:?hi3  degrad 
I  Eumilia  necess  step  sav  U  from  Ur  sins: I  hang  dive 
clothing, dignity, pride  as  Individ  &.   I  do  4  all  U 
I  bin  dutiful  son, but  I  mor  than  this: I  son  Of  L-oa 
Accpt  this  as  B  necess  4  nank  2  tak  away  sin  world 
Then  lok  Jn  giv  invit  tak  woman  care  &  keep 

He  sho  concern, &  replac  4  self  &  who  cud  do  this? 
1  other  point=Js  say  tfOMAH,toia  Strang  wen  usual  ilotl 
This  indie  Js  sho  4th  Hary  serv  G  purp  ft  now  she 
another  person  4  (thorn  He  die 
All  this  sho  4th  luv  of  Js  as  luv  Son/^ary/nod 
This  luv  trancend  wat  \S   &  I  cud  ever  imagine  &   He 
fulfil  wat  sed  2  ^  «» * v*  ■  r,:n- >  ":  t.hy  :iatii  ttc .-  '■■■.■,;;  ';:a:; 

JHI   fUAT  A  :iAIl  JAY  TJC  ,rH  III  J  LIF^  4  Al ,  ?  W"?  ,_. 


j:i: 


12:30  -  THE  WORD  OF  SALVATIOH 
"Today  shall  thou  be  with  me  In  Paradise." 

Scripture  Reading  Luke  23:39-43 

Solo    "There  la  a  Green  Hill  Far  Away"      Gounod 
Mrs,  Thomas  Eichelberger 

Meditation  The  Hev.  Msgr.  Francis  A,  Glenn 

St.  Paul's  Roman  Catholic  Church 

Prayer 

*Hyma   "0  Love  That  Wilt  Hot  Let  Me  Go"     Ho.  400 

12:55  -  THE  WORD  OF  BEMEMBRAHCK 
"Woman,  behold  thy  son!  Behold  thy  mother!" 

Scripture  Reading  John  19:25-2? 

Solo         "The  Old  Rugged  Cross" 
Mark  Cornet tl 

Meditation  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ralph  C.  Link 

St.  Paul's  United  Church  of  Christ 
Prayer 
*Hymn     "Beneath  the  Cross  of  Jesus"       No.  190 

1:20  -  THE  WORD  OF  LOHELIHESS 
"My  Gpd,  My  Cod!  Why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me?" 
Scripture  Reading 

Solo  "Were  You  There?" 

Lloyd  Link 

Meditation  The  Rev,  Mr,  David  D.  Wilson 

United  Methodist  Church 
Prayer 
*Hynm    "in  the  Cross  of  Christ  I  Glory"     tic,  195 


Mark  15:33-34 
-anonymous 


BUTLER  COMMUNITY  COOD  FRIDAY  SERVICE 

March  24,   1976 

l&:00  noon  to  3;0tt  P.M. 


WE  ARE  GRATEFUL  to  all  those  who  have  made  this 
service  of  worship  possible: 


SAINT  ANDREWS  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
201  East  Jefferson  Street 

Sponsored  by  the  Butler  Fellowship  of  Churches 


(Please  enter  and  leave  the  service  only  during  the 
ushering  intervals  or  while  the  congregation  is 
singing  hymns. ) 


ORGAN  PRELUDE  "0  Sacred  Head  Mow  Hounded"  --settings 
by  Bach,  Brahms,  Teleoann  and  Kirnberger 

Mrs.  A.  Paul  Morris,  Organist 

CALL  TO  WORSHIP  The  Rev.  Mr.  Voris  G.  Brookehire,  Jr.' 
Pastor,  Saint  Andrews  United  Presbyterian  Church 


INVOCATION 
*HYMK 


"Were  You  There?" 


No.  201 


12:05  -  THE,  WORD  OF  INTERCESSION 
"Father,  forgive  them  for  they  know  tint  what  they  do." 

Scripture  Reading  Luke  23:32-36 

Solo-Intro,  from  "The  Seven  Last  Words  of  Christ" 

"Was  e'er  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow?"   Dubois 
Mrs.  Vincent  Sanzottl 

Meditation  The  Bev.  Mr.  John  H.  Kazanjian 

Faith  United  Presbyterian  Church 

Prayer 

*Hvbo     "Alas!  And  Did  tfy  Saviour  Bleed"    No,  199 


General  Arrangements: 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Voris  G.  Brookahire,  Jr. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Dean  Seeder 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Ralph  C.  Link 

Musical  Planning: 

Mrs .  A.  Paul  Morris 


Organists: 


Mrs.  A.  Paul  Morris 
David  Dsugherty 
Mrs,  Victor  Phillips 


Members  of  the  Mora  Club 
Samuel  Castllyn 
Joseph  Desmond 
William  Waltman 
Harold  Hinehart 
William  Hulph 
Morgan  Blair 

The  service  Is  being  broadcast  over  WBUT  for  the 
benefit  of  shut-ins  and  others  who  cannot  attend. 

Offering  plates  have  been  placed  in  the  rear  of 
the  church.  You  may  present  your  offering  as  you 
leave.   After  all  expenses  have  been  cared  for, 
the  balance  of  the  offering  will  be  given  to  the 
Butler  Meals  on  Wheels  Program. 


' 


I 


Good  Friday:  Third  Tord 

7/oman,   behold  thy  son!      Befeold  thy  mother!" 

John  19:    15-27 

Tne  time  was  now  around  noon.   The  midday  sun  was  strangely  hidden  and  an  omin- 
ous darkness  had  descended  upon  the  earth.   It  was  like  midnight  at  noon.  The 
three  criminals  were  now  in  various  stages  of  pain  and  discomfort.   Three  women 
and  one  lone  disciples  stood  a  silent  vigil  near  the  cross  HJfctfciraxKKHSxaixfxgKrK 
in  the  middle  of  the  three.   Cne  of  the  women,  Mary,  the  earthly  mother  of  thin 
man  must  have  had  many  thoughts  running  through  Her  mind  as  she  agonised  over 
the  execution  of  this  her  son.   Her  mind  must  have  gone  back  to  the  tine  when 
she  had  presented  her  son  to  the  lord  in  the  Temple  and  had  met  the  aged  Simeon 
there.   Jhe  could  recall  how  he  had  held  the  baby  in  his  arms  and  blessed  Him 
before  the  Lord  and  then  added  his  blessing  of  the  parents  as  well.   The  words 
may  have  seemed  strange  at  the  time,  but  now  she  could  perhaps  hear  them  ring- 
ing in  her  ears,  "Begold,  this  child  is  set  for  the  fall  and  rising  again  of 
"any  in  Israel;  and  for  a  sign  which  shall  be  spoken  against;  yea  a  sword  shall 
pierce  through  thy  own  soul  also,  that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts  may  be  re- 
vealed."  Here  she  stood,  and  the  sword  was  indeed  piercing  her  very  soul  as 
she  stood  mutely  in  front  of  her  tortured  son  awaiting  His  death. 
Jesus,  unable  to  move  anything  except  His  head  must  have  peered  stecxkHSBxstacaifet 
XH^xHSHHsdxttiHXEEHSs  through  swollen  and  bloodshot  eyes  at  those  around  Tim 
looking  for  the  face  of  a  familiar  person  or  friend.   The  sweat  from  His  head 
mingled  with  the  blood  caused  by  the  crown  of  thorns  encircling  His  dddw  burned 
His  eyes  making  it  difficult  to  see  anything.   As  His  mother  leaned  on  the 
disciple  John,  the  Centurion  keeping  watch,  at  the  site  of  the  execution  would 
have  noticed  that  these  people  could  cause  no  harm  and  perhaps  beckoned  them  to 
come  closer. 
At  this  point  Jesus  may  have  been  able  to  focus  His  gaze  upon  them  and  recog- 

\ze   who  they  were.   It  was  then  with  some  difficulty  He  spoke  to  them  through 
lips  parched  from  dryness,  and  swollen  because  of  the  beating  He  had  taken 
ab-ut  the  face.  The  words  He  shared  were  brief  and  to  the  point.   Tach  breath 
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was  breathed  with.  much,  pain  and  labor.  Speaking  would  have  been  a  difficult 
3k.  do  of  necessity  His  words  were  brief.  He  simply  said,"','.rora  n,  behold 
your  son!   3ehold,  your  motberl"   The  full  impact  of  these  words  cannot  be 
known.   But  we  can  conjecture  and  probably  rightly  that  He  was  giving  His  mother 
into  the  care  and  keeping  of  His  most  trusted  disciple  John. 

Jesus  being  the  dutiful  3on  which  He  was  had  taken  care  of  His  mother  for  many 
years.   It  is  believed  that  He  was  the  sole  support  of  the  family  following  the 
early  death  of  His  earthly  Father  Joseph,  ^ine  He  had  cared  for  His  mother  and 
supplied  the  livlihood  for  the  family,  it  is  feHixmtKri:  only  natural  to  assume 
that  He  had  a  concern  for  the  well  being  of  His  mother  following  this  ordeal 
through  which  He  had  to  suffer.   His  words  were  almost  like  an  introduction  to 
each  other.   "Kother,  I  would  like  you  to  meet  John.   John,  I  would  like  you 
to  meet  your  mother  Mary.   The  thought  that  this  was  His  final  concern  for  the 
comfort  and  consolation  for  these  two  people  whom  He  dearly  loved  is  probably 
__.at  was  taking  place. 

But  there  is  one  meaning  I  would  submit  to  you  that  is  also  probable.   As  Jesus 
hung  there  going  through'  the  agony  of  this  torture ,  He  may  have  looked  through 
His  tortured  eyes  and  saw  there  His  mother  Mary,  and  His  beloved  friend  John. 
He  saw  on  the  faces  of  each  the  worried  concern  revealed  there.   At  this  point 
He  speaks  to  His  mother  and  tells  her  with  all  of  the  feeling  He  can  muster  at 
this  point,  "Woman,  behold  your  Son!   Look  at  me.   I  am  your  Jonij  but  not  by 
normal  flesh  and  blood,  but  as  the  ^on  of  God.   I  am  dying  for  you.   This 
su  'f ering  you  see  me  going  through  is  for  you  and  all  mankind.   This  degradation 
and  humiliation  is  the  necessary  step  to  save  you  from  your  sins.   I  hang  here 
divested  of  my  clothing,  my  dignity,  my  pride  as  an  individual,  and  I  am  doing 
all  of  this  for  you.   "ou  have  known  me  as  a  dutiful  _on,  as  an  earthly  son, 
but  I  am  more  than  this.   I  a0  the  Son  of  God  and  when  you  look  at  me,  you  are 
\^j  holding  the  "on  of  God  and  not  the  son  of  flesh  and  blood.  Accept  -,11  of 
this  as  being  necessary  for  all  mankind  and  that  it  is  to  take  away  the  sins 
oi     world. 


_3_ 
^nd  then  He  looks  at  John  and  gives  the  invitation  to  take  this  woman  into  his 

ire  as  he  would  his  own  mother.   He  is  showing  that  since  Mary  is  losing  what 
she  believes  to  be  her  son,  a  replacement  must  be  found  to  care  for  her.   ,/ho 
else  could  take  care  of  this  except  the  most  dutiful  and  trusted  follower  Eesus 
has  had? 

One  other  ooint  needs  to  be  made  here  and  that  is  the  strange  way  in  which  Mary 
is  addressed.   Jesus  calls  her  "  /"oman."   ;e  ordinarily  think  of  a  son  calling 
his  maternal  parent,  "Mother."   ,rhen  we  want  to  impart  something  to  our  mothers 
we  call  then  "Mother,"  but  not  "woman."   This  again  would  indicate  that  Jesus 
is  showing  forth  that  Mary  served  God's  purpose  in  dutifully  serving  as  His 
earthly  mother,  but  is  now  another  person  for  whom  He  is  giving  His  life. 
This  does  not  mean  that  He  is  shutting  her  out  of  His  life,  or  forgetting  her. 
But  since  He  is  showing  a  concern  for  her  ffle  is  seeing  that  her  needs  will  be 
met  now  that  He  will  be  no  longer  a  part  of  her  earthly  life. 

.1  all  of  this  the  love  of  Jesus  shines  forth  as  the  loving  Son.   While  He 
grew  and  matured  He  was  a  loving  son  to  Mary.  How  that  He  is  fulfilling  £od's 
plan  for  DBtJricin:  the  redemption  of  mankind  He  is  still  fulfilling  the  role  of 
duti  "ul  "•'on.   But  He  is  showing  tt  first  to  God,  and  then  to  Mary. 
This  love  far  transcends  anything  that  you  or  I  could  ever  picture  or  imagine. 
This  love  was  shed  for  you  and  me  and  was  the  fulfillment  of  what  He  had  im- 
parted to  His  disciples  during  His  ministry  when  He  said,  "Greater  love  hath 
no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  His  life  for  His  firends." 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
But! er »  Pennsylvania 
GOOD  FRIDAY  March  24,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Beth  Feder  and  Kelly  Shakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  HOLY  COMMUNION  -  7r30  P.M. 
Prelude:    "When  on  the  Cross  the  Savior  Hung11    Bach 
^Processional  Hymn  No*  161  "Beneath  the  cross  of  Jesus" 

^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•"Invocation 

Scripture;     Luke  23;  32-38 
Evening  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 
Offering 

Offertory   "Lamb  of  God,  Our  Savior"       Bach 
Duet;    "I  Lay  My  Sins  on  Jesus"   Sung  by 

Rob  and  Cyndie  Sybert 
Sermon:       "Seer's  Catalog: 

Page  15  -  Special  Remembrances:11 
Communion  Hymn  No.  462  "Jesus,  keep  me  near  the  cross" 
♦Communion  Service  -  Page  32 
Exhortation  -  Confession  -  Absolution 
Eucharist! e  Prayer 
Seraphic  Hymn 

The  Institution  -  Choral  Amen 
Agnus  Dei 

The  Holy  Communion 
*Prayer  of  Thanksgiving  -  Doxology 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  27  Page  IS  "The  Old  Rugged  Cross* 

(Old  Favorites) 
*Benediction 
*Threef ol d  Amen 

The  Congregation  will  leave  in  silence  in  observance 
of  the  Crucifixion. 
-------  *Congregation  Standing  --------- 

Those  serving  Communion  tonight  are  J   Harry  Fry, 
Art  Carney,  Mary  Lou  Davis,  Steve  Vargo  and  Richard  Mangel, 
They  will  also  serve  as  Ushers. 


at  the  door  this  evening. 

We  invite  all  Christians,  regardless  of  denomination 
to  partake  of  the  Lord's  supper  with  us.   Please  fill 
out  a  Communion  card  so  that  our  Church's  records  will 
be  accurate. 

If  Visitors  desire  to  receive  credit  at  their  home 
Church,  put  the  name  and  address  of  either  your  Pastor, 
or  your  Church  on  the  back  of  the  card  and  it  will 
be  forwarded* 

One  wonders  why  a  day  that  memorializes  torture, 
pain  and  death  should  be  called  Good  Friday*   The  answer, 
of  course,  is  that  the  Greatest  values  of  life  do  not 
come  out  of  the  fortuitous  and  the  easy,  but  out  of 
the  hard  and  the  difficult.   Christianity  is  no 
sweetly  textured  faith  by  which  its  adherents  are 
carried  to  the  skies  en  flowery  beds  of  ease.   It  Is 
a  rigorous  faith,  the  essence  of  which  is  found 
through  self-denial  and  sacrifice. 

And  those  who  meet  its  challenges  will  find  that 
Good  Friday  is  good  indeed,  because  behind  this 
inscrutable  universe,  filled  as  it  is  with  hardship 
and  suffering,  there  is  a  good  God,  One  who  cares, 
One  who  loves  everyone  of  us;.   The  basis  of  the  great 
message  of  Good  Friday  is  this:   "God  so  loved  the 
world j  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life. " 

This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  few  greatest  truths  in 
the  whole  world.   Despite  all  of  the  suffering* 
struggle,  disappointment  and  sorrow  in  life,  there 
is  a  God  who  cares,  who  understands.  He  esteems  us 
so  highly  that  He  gives  us  freedom,  and  in  this  freedom 
we  often  hurt  ourselves.   But  then  He  picks  us  up  and 
lovingly  supports  us  in  our  pain  and  struggle. 


Mr .  &  Mrs.  Harry  Davis  will  greet  the  Congregation 


"Seer's  Catalog:  rage  15  -  special  Remembrances" 
Texts:  Isa  53:12;  Lk  23:43;  Scrip:  Lk  23:33-452 

Cur  .  last  vs  Seer's  Catalog  chap  53  &  we  C  Js  involv 
di   element 
He  assoc  outcas  societ,yet  no  reduc  2  their  level 
Now  at  deth, same  punishment  hut  innocent 
EXPL  53:12 

Intereess6irs=Criminals   in  Hebrew 
Js   sed  this   in  L*^   22:37  RHAD 

this  no  conincidenc  &  fulfil  Isa  53 
Look  Scrip  this  FM  we  C  thez  men  deserv  deth, 

but  not  Js 
'.j'e  0  Me  in  center, which  signif  wen  realiz  He  surround 
by  sinners  on  Calvary ,&  surround  by  sinners  of  world 
1  criminal  no  abuse  lik  other, 
He  0  Js  as  special  &  mayB  King  lik  sign  say 
He  ask  4  Special  Remem  &  Js  anser=2day,not  tomorro 
This  very  day 
This  shud  3  harwarm  4  all  Blievrs,at  deth  go  2  G 
Ironic  that  Js  was  B  asked  2  do  that  which  He  ask 
followra  2  do=Rernember 
at  Last  Sup  He  ask  Special  Remembrance  bred, wine 
&  by  same  token  criminal  no  want  4gotten 
(Illus  old  woman  &  remeber  only  "!IIH") 
If  we  remem  nothing  else,mus  remem  Him 
This  sum  total  wat  Lent  about  &  shud  3  4  ea  us 
We  at  close  of  Lent  agin, 
Remembrance  of  Him  at  His  table  4  we  partak  bred, 
^ine  &  hav  4giveness  sins  &  renewal  of  livs. 
W»_,  let  us  share  this  meal  2gether. 


". Seer's  Catalog;  Page  15  -  Special  Hemembrances" 
Texts:  Isaiah  53:12;  Luke  23:4-? 
ripture:  Lulce  23:32-4-5 

We  have  now  come  to  the  last  verse  of  this  53rd  chapter  of  the   3eer&s  Catalog," 
and  here  we  see  that  Jesus  is  involved  in  a  special  way  with  those  who  are  an 
element  very  different  from  Him.   All  of  His  life  He  associated  with  sinners 
and  people  who  were  the  outcasts  of  society.   But  in  all  of  Liis  dealings  they 
were  unable  to  reduce  Him  to  their  level.   Yet,  at  His  death  He  is  in  the  very 
midst  of  those  who  not  only  were  special  sinners,  but  had  to  be  punished  for 
their  sins  amid  society.   This  is  what  Isaiah  is  saying  with  the  words,  "And  He 
was  numbere:1  with  the  transgressors."   This  word  is  better  interpreted  as, 
"criminals"  because  this  is  what  it  was  in  Hebrew.   Isaiah  continues,  "^nd  He 
bare  the  sin  of  many,"  thus  signifying  that  He  was  taking  the  sins  of  all  nan- 
kind  upon  Himself  at  this  point. 

"And  He  made  intercession  for  the  transgressors,"  again,  this  is  in  the  strong 
oense  of  "Criminals"  putting  all  mankind  in  this  light  before  Cod.   Jesus  pleade 
our  case  before  Cod  by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself  on  the  cross, 

Jesus  Himself  told  that  'this  was  ax  to  be  a  part  of  His  life  in  the  22nd  chapter 
of  Luke,  the  37th  verse.  Now  wouldn't  this  be  too  much  of  a  coincidence  to 
not  show  that  Jesus  was  the  one  spoken  of  in  Isaiah  53?   This  should  settle  and 
prove  it  for  us.   In  fact,  we  should  be  much  easier  to  convince  that  the  two 
men  who  were  executed  with  Jesus. 

Whan  we  look  at  this  portion  which  we  read  as  Ccripture  for  this  evening  we 
see  that  even  though  the  two  men  on  either  side  of  Him  deserved  death  for  what 
they  had  done,  one  of  them  began  to  see  Him  for  what  He  really  was.  He  found 
fault  with  his  friends  actions  towards  Jesus  and  so  he  requested  that  Jesus 
would  remember  him  in  His  kingdom.   He  must  have  felt  that  there  would  be  a 
future  kingdom  established  and  Jesus  was  the  king  they  were  speaking  about. 
'And  it  is  then  that  Jesus  shares  with  him  the  words  of  "Jpecial  Remembrances" 
He  says,  "Today  you  shall  be  with  me  in  paradise."   Hot  some  time  in  the  future, 
or  some  remote  and  removed  day  from  today.   But  this  very  day.   Here  is  the 


-2- 

he  rtwarming  joy  that  should  belong  to  every  believer.   That  at  the  point  of 

ath,  we  enter  into  God's  kingdom. 
It  is  also  ironic  that  Jesus  was  being  -sked  to  do  something  that  He  Himself 
had  requested  of  His  followers.   And  that  was,  to  be  remembered.   Jesus  had 
shared  the  last  meal  with  them  and  had  requested  that  when  they  partook  >£ 
bread  and  wine  together  they  were  to  do  so  in  "Remembrance  of  Him."  This  was 
a  Sopecial  Remembrance"  set  apart  and  aside  by  Jesus  in  order  that  we  can  con- 
tinue to  have  communion  and  fellowship  with  ^im.   By  t1  e  same  token  the  dying 
thief  wanted  to  be  remembered  and  not  forgotten  either. 
(Illustration  of  elderly  lady  and  "Remembering  Him.") 

If  we  remember  nothing  else  in  this  world,  we  need  to  remember  Him.   This  is 
the  sum  total  of  what  Lent  should  be  for  each  of  us.   And  it  should  be  the 
remembrance  of  Him  which  brings  us  around  His  table  to  partake  again  of  the 
bread  and  the  wine  iirotx  through  which  we  have  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins, 

d  the  renewal  of  our  lives. 


OOflnUMITY  GOT  7RIDAY  3~:Ti?ICE 

Sponsored  by 
Dunqannon  Council  of  Churches 
narch  31,  1972  12iOO-3rttJ  P.M. 

T'QiEs    "THE  5OT"W  L".ST  'lOTOS" 

OtiHN  PRt,TJIDS  Miss  Jorothy  Hamilton 

*TV>.  IW0"ATir>«i  Pastor  Bruce  Gaarhart,  Duncmnon 

nftited  rtet'iodist  Parish 
»WB  BUST'S  HEADING  No,  S61i   "Despised  and  Rejected  of 

Hen" 
"TUN  No.  Ill  "There  is  a  Green  Hill  Far  Anay" 

i    t,j'  -jore  bf  wanrigiTss 

The  Lessoni  Lulte   23:32-36 

The  rieditation:  Pastor  Iloyd  ,Jolt,  Christ  Lutheran 
The  Prayer 
«The  Hymns  No.  10?       "C  Sacred  Head" 


rhe  Lesson;  Luto  n, 39.1,3 

The  Heditatiom  Pastor  John  iJabback,  Duncannon 

Presbyterian 
The  Prayer 
*The  Hymn:  No,  183     "There  Is  a  Fountain" 

III  THE  'CRD  OF  CONCERN 

The  Lessons   John  19s2> 37 

The  meditation:  Pastor  Ralph  Link,   Juneannon  United 

Church  ol  Christ 
The  Prayer 
Anthems     by    Spungold 

•The  Hymni  No.  110     "Beneath  the  Cross  of  Jesus" 

IV  THE  'JORD  OF  LOFELIN^SS 
The  Lessoni   Mark  ll>s   29-31 

The  rieditation;  Pastor  Simon  Lehman,  Soseglen 

Bretharsn  in  Christ 
The  Prayer 
Anthems     by  Spungold 


1  The  WORD  OF  SUFFERING 

The  Lessons      John  I9t2 R- 29 

The  I'ledltations     Pastor  Chester  uar»olf,  Duncan. 

non  Church  of  God 
The  Prayer 
*The  Hymns      289     "nlas,   and  Did  fty  Savior  Bleed" 

(vs.  i,  3,  5) 

VI         THE  '-JORiJ  OF  VICTOR! 

The  Lfsson:     John  19 1 30 

The  1'ieditationj     Pastor  Paul  Parrish,  Uuncarmon 

Assembly  of  jod 
The  Prayer 
■ftThe  Hymn:     No.  116     "In  the  Cross  of  Christ  I 

Glory" 

m       TH^  'CRD  OF  COu.iITuLjfT 

The  Lessons  Luke  23;idi-l9 

The  rieditation:     Pastor  bruce  Gearhart,  Duncannon 

United  Metiodlst  Parish 
The  Prayer 

The  Lord's  Prayer  (in  unison) 
*The  Hymni     Wo.  119     '";hen  I  jurvey  the  'Jondrous 

Cross" 
•The  Benediction  and  Silent  Prayer 


oaa.ir 


■05TVBDB 

^Congregation  please  stand 


You  are  incited  to  remain  for  as  many  segments  as 
your  time  permits.     Please  feel  free   to  leave  during 
the  singing  of  a  hymn,   or  at  its  end.     Offering  plates 
have  been  placed  near  the  doors;  your  gifts  will 
support  the  work  of  the  duncannon  Council  of  Churches, 
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HE   IS   MOT    fcSRS, 

HE  I"  -  .  : 

ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
EASTER  March  26,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mr.  Paul  Harbison,  Liturgist 
Mrs,  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert,  Youth  Choir  Director 
Beth  Feder  and  Jeff  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude         "Fanfare :  G.  Young 

*Processional  Hymn  167  "Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen  Today'* 
♦The  Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Coral  Call  to  Worship  -  "Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen"Fetler 
•The  Call  to  Worship 

Minister:   This  is  God's  morning*   There  is  no 
force  that  can  conquer  Him,  no  power 
that  can  hold  Him. 
People:     He  ifl  risen  from  the  dead;   He  has 

passed  out  of  death  into  life. 
Minister:   Therefore,  we  proclaim  the  Easter  news, 
the  Good  Kews  of  the  Resurrection*   We 
proclaim  the  Good  Kews  that  we  too  can 
pass  out  of  death  into  life. 
People:     We  declare  that  our  faith  has  to  do  with 
life.   We  declare  that  Easter  is  the 
dawn  of  a  new  day  through  Christ.  We 
affirm  that  we  are  a  people  concerned 
with  the  real  and  daily  world  that  is, 
and  the  life  that  shall  be* 
All:         Glory  be  to  God  and  Amen, 
•Gloria  Patri 
The  Easter  Scripture       Luke  24:  1-12 
Hymn  No.  32  Page  IB  "He  Lives'1   (Old  Favorites) 
*The  Easter  Prayer  (In  Unison)  0  God,  grant  to  us  the 
joy  of  sharing  in  the  life  and  death  and  resurrection  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.   Grant  that  through  Him  we  may 
become  a  new  creation  in  which  the  old  things  have  passed 
away,  and  in  which  everything  has  become  new.   So  grant 
that   even  here  and  now  we  may  die  to  sin  and  be  reborn  to 
righteousness.  May  we  live  and  be  so  one  with  our  risen 
Lf-d  that,  when  life  ends  for  us  in  this  world,  we  may 
*  k.  J  that  death  is  but  the  gateway  to  eternal  life. 


Deliver  us  from  the  fear  of  death;  and  make  us  to 
know  that  death  is  not  the  end  of  life,  but  the 
beginning;  not  the  twilight,  but  the  dawn;  not  the 
midnight,  but  the  breaking  day.   Grant  us  the  complete 
assurance  that  beyond  death  there  is  a  life  where  we 
shall  live  forever  with  our  Lord.   Give  to  each  of  us 
the  confident  Easter  assurance  that  life  is  stronger 
than  death;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen 
*Praise 

Pastor:   Praise  ye  the  Lord! 
People:   The  Lord's  name  be  praise. 
•Dojtology 
The  Offering 

The  Offertory:   "Easter  Glory"  Wetzler  -  Youth  Choir 
The  Chancel  Choir  Anthem:    "With  a  Voice  of  Singing" 

Martin  Shaw    Sung  by  the  Chancel  Choir 
The  Sermon:     "Seer's  Catalog: 

Page  16  -  Perpetual  Gifts" 
The  Sermon  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

•The  Hymn  of  Triumph  No.  165  "The  Day  of  Resurrection:" 
•The  Benediction 

•Choral  Response  "Christ  We  Do  All  Adore  Thee:  Dubois 
•The  Postlude;      "He  is  Risen"  Morris 

-----  --  'Congregation  Standing  ------- 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Richard  Mangel,  Don 
Kingsley,  Art  Carney  and  Gary  Penar. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by 

Deacon  and  Mrs.  William  Thompson  will  greet  the 

Congregation  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Rev.  &   Mrs.  Grandville  Cooper  will  be  celebrating  their 

eoth  wedding  Ann.  on  April  3.   There  will  be  OPEN  HOUSE 

at  the  Terrace  Apts.  on  Cliff  St*  on  Sunday  April  2- 

from  2  to  5  Tor  them.  They  request  no  gifts  please. 
Our  Sincere  Sympathy  to  Mr,  Walter  Hollefreund*  Family 

and  Friends  in  the  passing  of  Helen  this  week. 
Our  Sincere  Sympathy  to  Mrs.  Edward  King  in  the  passing 

of  her  Husband  this  week. 
Hospitalized:   Bessie  Hampton*  Sherry  McClimans, 

Lewis  Kradel. 
Bob  Dellen  and  Harry  Fry  will  be  visiting  the  Hospital 

this  week. 
We  hope  you  have  a  Happy  Easter 

) 


"seer's  uataiog: 
Cext:  Ek  34:50; 


Scripture:  Luke  24:1-12 


iti"  dark  outsid  &  safer  figurs  slip  from  warm  homes 
El  h  .  silently  into  early  morn  cold  &  darknes.  Ther 
secret  errand  tak  then  2  gardn  tomb. 

"o  thot  giv  3  gri^-nes  of  taskjwalk  silent  &  ea  env- 
!  .op  own  partic  sadnes; intent  only  on  perfor  self- 
appoint  job  &  no  quest  how  get  in2  tomb 
lnsted,only  think  delay  job  anoint  ded  frend 
Idea=eum  earl, do  job, get  out, disappear, 

no  suspicion, no  disturbance  &  peace  4  frend 
Jus  as  arriv,1st  lite  dawn,eath^uak, stone  rol  away. 
Timid  enter, confron  2men  whit,recog  as  hvnly  B's, 
bow  B4'&  men  ask,  Ts  5c-7 
Kus  lef  tomg  in  shock, want  2   Bliev  &  yet  no  oomprehen 
They  kno  tomb  empt  but  how  explain  2  others? 
,jo  impetuous  Peter  go  a  C  4  self 
Can  U  imag  feels  U  ft  I  hav  this  pt? 
Birth  mirac,B  hearld  hvnly  mess, deth  aecorap  darknes 
thunder, light, quake 
How  this  quake  8c  r.tone  roll  away,,";  empty  tomb 
All  thia  caus  2  kno  He  no  ordinary  person 
Now  full  cycle =1 st  Xmas=G  w/us  Emmanuel 
Oelebrat  Lent=agoTiy  nrep  1-  sacrifice 
"   "  G  Fri  &  day  kil/Lam  G  slain  4  mankind 

How  celebrate  Jast  Si  t&rag  empty, J3  Xp  liv  reigns 
in  world 
All  thez  G  miracs  3cuz  ea  hav  signif  8b  mean  4  U  St  me 
(Illustration  woman  ded  husband, hev, sorry, glad, surp) 
This  shud  3  no  surprise  2  anyl  if  pers  Blievr  ::  kno 
Xp  as  1  did  4  him,need  2   kno  joy  at  deth  w/Lord 
"^th=enemy  ,am  drsdjcur3  4  sinjend  man  exist  jappsce 
parate  from  G 
(Illus  ',/ellington, defeat  enemy, fog  etc)        ^^ 
'."his  how  man  kep  from  G  lik  fog;i=  fog  sep  G  FrajfiiKx* 
Js  die, lik  mortal  man, jus  drea-ns 
3ut  then  East  &   lik  fog  lifJ  ">■   altho  Js  die, now 
aliv  &  grav  overcum  ".-  here  hope  4  raank 
But  wat  ful  iraplic  of  this?  Head  5c-wat  this  mean? 
(Illus  litle  boy  plot  crucifix  ?c   no  st  y  ded) 
This  shud  B  joy  we  hav  2day,He  no  stay  ded  :ie  aliv 
'^hru  ris  from  ded, deth  o'rcutn  &  ctern  lif  posib  W 
Reed  no  lo  igr  dred  icy  fear  deth, 
Js  Xp  is  aliv  &  as  He  B«d-BCUZ  I  LIV  i:  3HAL  LIT  ALSO  I 
BDHE       "  LIF, HE  THAU  B 
WEH  DSH,rST  SHA1    LIV,        ■'"  ;  ■      8j  BLIEVTH 

iday  so  spec  4  thru  it  hav  I  SEPET  Gift 

etern  lif :  this  day  replac  3AB  .'-  day  (  f  S0H/J8  s  &  ; 

..jhud  mak  ever  Gun  spec  4  us  "e  we  find  plac  Hous  Lord 


F.ASTEH  SUNRISE   -   COHMBHITS    BIBLE  CHTiKHI 
SCRIPTURE:    LUKE  2<*:1-1?;    LUKE   S3j55-56 

BAKannnNP:  women  -  'JS-ijfi 


SAGAMORE,    PA.    >l/7/¥ 


Bnffi  LV 

PLA 


HOME  CUM  GRAY 


ERLY   AR I VL, PERFORM   TASK ,00  BAK    HOME 
rEI.   ERTIIOUAK   STCN  ROLL  WAT 
HCPLAIN   SCRIP   -  VSE   2-12 

w»t  wub  ens  reniNBs  nntTii 

JS   BBRTHiMIRAC,    HERALD  MESSENGRB 

DETH=rHKNE£ ,  TWINER ,  LITNI  KG ,  ERTHQU AK 
SUNDAY  M0RN=ERTHqUAK,STON  ROLWAY 

vmn  suspect  no  orenahy  persn 

XMA£=<5  W/US  .EMMANUEL 

EaSTR=WPTY  TOMB  -  DETH  WS-4GIVNES   -  RECUH-ETRNTT,  W/HIM 
TIE?  GIFTS, SHUD  HAK  EVTJ  DAY  EASTER 
(ILUS  WOMAN, HUSH  IN   HVN,    SOSHY,   OLAD,    SUSPRISED) 

THIS    ISFTH   "tBLIEVR    -   'tGIVN.ETRNTY 

UNHLIEVR=DETH  CURSE, END  EXIKTENC , SEPRAT  FR/GOD 
(ILUS  WELINGTON  DEFEAT  EtIEHY  R  FOG) 

0UI3  FRIDAY=HAH   SEPRAT  FR/GOD, NO   '(OPE   -   LIK   FOG 
FARTER-WAN  HAV   PETATSHIP  W/GOT)  'tALL  F/TIINTY 

WAT  TMPLICATINS   OF  THT.1    t--???1?? 
=VAT  mZ  THIP  MEAN? 

v    PICTOfl    IN  WTNPCW.OLD  HAN.S,  JS  NO  STAY    DEL  ( 
RHTJER  JOY   THTn    BAY   RCHZ  JS   IS    ALIV 

HE  S^rtHCDZ  I   LIV   U   SHAL  LIV  ALSO 
I    .        rK/RE3UR  6  TH/LIF:    Hf:  THAT   BLIEVTH    IN   HJl.THQ  liL   WER    DED 
I  SHAI    HE  LIV  6  WH03EVH  LIVTH  S,  BUEVTH   IN  ME  SHAL  KEVR  DY 

THIS  WAT  MAK  2DAY  SC  SPECIL 

aEAY   -  SIINIAY   REPLACS  OLD   SABATil  THIS   IU    DAY   OF  THE  S-O-N 
JS   XP   TH/SON   CT  GOD  S,  TH/SON   OF   LIFE 
ETOY  SUNDAY  SHUD  FIND  US  IN  WORSHIP  PRAISING  TH/RISEN  &  ALIVE 
LORD 

1  'V.JHY   INDEED???? 
HE  "IS  NOT  HEPE,    HE  IS   HISEN  t   IS   ALVIE   ECU   EVEIiMORB!  I 
PRAISE  GOD  FOP   THIS   UNSPEAKABLE  GIFT! 


7/by  seek  ye  liv  among  Dedl 
He  not  here, He  risen  :"-  aliv  '(-a1 
•aise  G  4  His  unspeakabl  gift 


COMMUNITY   BIBLE  CHURCH 
SUNRISE  SERVICE 


SAGAMORE,    PA.    -  APRIL  7.    1996 


PRELUDE 
I        GREETINGS/JOYS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRAYEH   REQUESTS 
BREAKFAST   AFTER  CHURCH   -   INVITED  TO  STAT 
EASTER   WORSHIP  flW   -  YOUNGER  CHILDREN   IN   SERVICE 


CHILDREN'S   PORTION  OF  WORSHIP 
•HYMN 
PRAYER/OFFERING 
EASTER   PRATER 


SCRIPTURES      RESPONSIVE  REAPING  #290   -  NEW  HYMNALS 
SERHONs    "SEER'S  CATALOG:    PERPETUAL  GIFTS" 

ST.    PAUL'S,    BUTLER  -  3/26/78 

•HYMN 

•BENEDICTION 

• POSTLUDE 


"Seer's  Catalog:  Page  16  -  Perpetual  Gifts" 
Text :  Luke  24 : 5c 

ripture  :  Luke  24-:  1-12 

ateixhKXHEsrratsyxxxtefcxsB^^ 

It  is  still  dark  outside  and  several  shadowy  figures  slip  away  from  the  warm 
confines  of  their  homes  and  head  silently  into  the  sxxtexx  early  morning  darkness 
Their  secret  errand  will  take  them  to  a  garden  tomb.   Ho  thought  has  been  given 
to  the  grimaeea  of  their  task.   They  walk  silently  each  enveloped  in  their  own 
particular  sadness.   Intent  only  on  the  performance  of  their  self-appointed 
nob  they  never  questioned  the  impossibility  of  entering  the  sealed  tomb.   In- 
stead, they  had  only  made  preparations:  to  perform  this  function  which  was  de- 
layed because  of  the  religious  holiday  just  passed. 
Their  plan  was  to  arrive  just  at  the  first  light  of  dawn,  perform  their  grisly 

task  of  completing  the  anointing  of  His  body  and  to  disappear  back  to  their 

nor 
^jmes.   In  this  manner  they  would  arouse  no  suspicion,  ax  cause  a  disturbance, 

and  their  friends  grave  would  not  be  disturbed  and  lie  could  rest  in  peace. 
But  just  as  they  arrive  at  the  garden,  the  first  light  of  dawn  appears  and  there 
is  a  sudden  shaking  of  the  earth  and  the  stone  rolls  away  from  the  entrance. 
They  timdily  enter  the  tomb  and  are  confronted  by  two  KXgK*s  men  in  white 
garments.  They  immediately  recognize  them  as  being  heavenly  messengers  and  as 
they  bow  before  them  khkxsxxx}jkk  they  are  spoken  to  by  the  men  and  asked, 
seek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead?",  (read  vs  S  &  7  also).   It  this  revelation 
Jfhey  must  have  torn  left  the  tomb  in  a  state  of  shock,  wanting  to  believe,  and 
yet  not  quite  comprehending  what  alll  had  taken  place.   They  knew  for  a  cert- 
ainty that  the  tomb  was  empty,  but  how  would  they  explain  this  to  the  others? 
So  they  returned  and  told  the  others  what  had  taken  place.  And  impetuous 
Feter  as  always,  went  to  the  torab  to  see  for  himself. 

-jan  you  imagine  the  feelings  you  or  I  may  have  had  at  that  point?   The  birth 
of  this  friend  of  theirs  had  come  about  in  a  miraculous  way,  being  heralded  by 
visits  from  heavenly  messengers.   The  death  of  Him  had  been  accompanied  by  an 
abnormal  darkness,  thindering,  lightning,  and  earthquake.   And  now  this  earth- 
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quake  and  the  stone  rilled  away  and  the  empty  tomb.  All  of  these  things  would 

re  certainly  have  caused  them  to  know  that  lie   was  no  ordinary  person. 
We  have  now  come  full  cycle  in  His  life  and  ministry.   We  celebrate  at  Christ- 
mas His  coming  into  the  world  as  God  in  the  flesh.   Emmanuel,  ^od  with  us. 
'.;Te  celebrate  Lent  as  the  period  during  which  He  went  through  the  agonies  of  pre- 
paring for  His  sacrifice.   We  celebrate  Good  Friday  as  the  day  on  which  He  was 
killed  and  became  the  "Lamb  Of  God"  slain  for  the  sins  of  all  mankind.   Now  we 
celebrate  Easter  as  the  day  in  which  the  tomb  is  empty  and  Jesus  Christ  lives 
and  reigns  in  the  world. 

All  of  these  things  are  God's  miracles  because  each  in  turn  have  a  significance 
and  meaning  for  me  and  you.   3ut  the  significance  of  the  empty  tomb  is  so  often 
played  down  and  overlooked.   It  is  through  the  empty  tomb  that  we  come  to  realize 
that  Jesus  Christ  supplies  fckKxfeE  every  believer  with,  "rerpetual  Gifts."  Those 
"Perpetual  Gifts"  should  give  to  us  a  joy  and  gladness  of  heart  to  make  every 
__  y  .Caster. 

(Illustration  of  man,  woman,  her  dead  husband  in  heaven, sorry, glad, surprised) 
This  should  come  as  no  surprise  to  anyone.   If  a  person  is  a  believer  and  knows 
Christ  as  the  one  who  did  all  of  this  for  him,  then  he  needs  to  know  the  joy 
that  at  death  he  goes  to  be  with  the  lord. 

Death  was  the  enemy  that  man  had  a  fear  and  dread  of.   Death  was  the  curse  for 

/-A 

aanj^o  liv^ejj^na^iy  (^ijth^^s^^o^His^  plan  for  mankind?  became  1?he--c«ming 
.©/' ^dj&rtvb  ^e^j:^^f(j^^^^&^i^^3x^^^  \^k   JesuW  Christ. L_Se^s^iived 

Dfeath  ended  man's  existence  and  because  EfcKa±kxxa  sin  brought  about  death,  it 

meant  that  man  was  to  be  eternally  separated  from  God. 

(Illustration  Wellington  defeating  enemy,  signal  to  Winchester  Cathedral  &  fog). 

~_»is  is  how  man  was  kept  ariart  from  God  like  a  fog  separating  man  and  God. 

also 
This  is  mnskxiiXH  what  it  was  like  following  the  death  of  Jesus  on  Friday.   All 

He  had  said  and  stood  for  was  now  at  an  end.   Si  He  died  like  any  mortal  man 
and  any  dreams  to  the  contrary  were  just  that,  dreaqs.   It  was  like  a  fog  had 
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settled  on  the  earth  and  God  was  obscured  again.   3ut  then  came  Sunday  morning, 

e  first  day  of  the  week.   Suddenly  it  is  discovered  that  the  tomb  is  empty 

and  it  is  again  like  the  fog  has  lifted.   It  meant  that  Although  Jesus  died,  lie 

was  now  alive  and  the  grave  was  overcome.   Here  was  the  new  hope  for  mankind. 

But  now  that  death  no  longer  held  the  same  power  over  mankind,  just  what  was  the 

full  implication  of  all  of  this?   ,/hat  was  it  the  angel  said?   "Wby  seek  ye  the 

living  among  the  dead?   What  did  this  mean? 

(Illustration  of  little  boy,  picture  of  crucifixion  in  window,  man  asking  what) 
it  meant  and  little  boy  telling  and  then  adding,  "3ut  He  didn't  stay  dead    ). 

t 

This  is  the  joy  that  should  be  ours  today.   He  didn't  stay  dead.   That  tbjough 

His  arising  from  the  dead,  death  is  overcome,  and  by  His  being  alive  eternal 
life  is  to  be  had  beyond  this  life.   Je  need  no  longer  be  held  in  the  dread 
icy  fear  of  death.   Jesus  Christ  is  alive,  and  as  He  said,  "Because  I  live  you 
shall  live  also."   "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  HkujuaaxmExixxKikxand: 
^BiiffxeifcfcdaiEraiK  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he 
live;  and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die." 
This  is  what  makes  today  so  special  for  through  it  we  have  His  ";  erpetual  tiidft" 
eternal  life.   This  is  the  day  which  replaces  the  old  Sabbath  and  so  for  us 
this  is  the  day  of  the  Jon." ^ Jesus  Christ  the  3on  of  God,  and  the  oon  of  lige. 
This  should  make  every  Sunday  something  special  for  us  and  we  each  aae  find  our 
rightful  place  in  His  House,  singing  His  praises  and  worshiping  the  risen  and 
alive  Lord. 

"Why  seek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead?"   Why  indeed!   He  is  not  here,  He  is 
risen  and  is  alive  forevermore.  I raise  God  for  His  unspeakable  gift. 


ST.  PAUL'S  LIMITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Second  Sunday  in  Eastertide     April  2,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Sharon  Pfabe  and  DAvid  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude      "Trumpet  Tune"  Purall 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  272  "Love  divine,  all  loves  excelling" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "Our  heavenly  Father,  who  by 
Thy  love  hast  made  us,  and  through  Thy  love  hast  kept  us, 
and  in  Thy  love  wouldst  make  us  perfect,  we  humbly 
confess  that  we  have  not  loved  Thee  with  all  our  heart 
and  soul,  and  mind,  and  strength*  and  that  we  have  not 
loved  one  another  as  Christ  hath  loved  us*  Thy  Love  is 
In  us,  but  our  selTishness  hath  hindered  Thee.   Forgive 
what  we  have  been;  help  us  to  amend  what  we  are;  and  in 
Thy  Spirit  direct  what  we  shall  be;  that  Thy  image  may 
come  into  full  glory  in  us  and  in  all  men,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 
•Kyrie        (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  —  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  *0   Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture-   1  Corinthians  1:18-31 
Hymn  No.  174    "Alleluia!  Alleluia!" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   [Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  Bpirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory      "Adagio"  Bach 

'nthem:    "God  So  Loved  the  World"         Stainer 
jrmon:  "0  -  0  =  1" 


Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  366   "0  holy  war  those  servants  wage" 

Benediction  and  Threofcld  Amen. 

Postlude:     "Prelude  and  GFugue  in  D  minor"   Bach 

*Congregation  Standing  

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  Donald  Gray  in  memory  of  "Loved  Onea" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are*Allen  Botacchi,  Dan  Basko, 

Robert  Knauer  and  Charles  Penar. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Harry  Fry  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  -  Mrs.  Betty  Carney, 

Lori  Zavaeky  and  Robin  Knauer -^//c/ff 
"Hospitalized:   Mr,  Lewis  Krade^Mr.  Wiltner  Pfabe. 
Art  Carney  and  Rod  Rensel  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week. 
Monday  -  7:30  -  Women's  Mary  Frugh  Circle  Meeting. 
■  Wed.  -  7:30  -  Council  Meeting 
The  Newsletter  will  be   published  on  Thursday  - 

please  have  all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
Next  Sunday  -  Baptism  of  Infant 
-Next  Sunday  -  3:00  -  There  will  be  a  meeting  here 

at  St.  Paul's  for  all  of  those  who  have  volunteered 

to  hand  out  letters  after  the  worship  services  of 

the  churches  of  the  hake    Erie  Association  on  April  16. 
This  a'Tterrtoon  from  2-5  -  Open  House  Reception  for 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Grandville  Cooper  who  are  celebrating 

their  60  Wedding  Anniversary.   This  will  be  in  the 

Social  rooms  of  the  Terrace  Apts.   They  request  no 

gifts  please. 
On  Palm  Sunday  the  attendance  was  248;  Preparatory 

Service  -  95;  Maundy  Thursday  227;  Good  Friday  -  124; 

Easter  Sunday  -  278. 


God  of  mercy:  forgive  and  correct  the  wrong  we  have 
done  this  day.  We  have  turned  from  the  way  your  Son 
Jesus  Christ  set  forth,  and  we  have  not  cared  for 
onr  neighbors.   We  have  permitted  prids  to  blind  and 
anger  to  burn,  and  we  have  failed  to  live  the  new  life 
you  have  given  to  us.   We  come  to  you  today  with  little 
to  offer  except  ourselves,  and  our  sins,  begging 
mercy  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.   Amen. 


) 


Text:  1  Cor  1:30;   oerip:  1  Cor.  1i18-31 

'sati1"l  laws  absolut=gravity  &   no  Chang 
po   song  nuthin  -  nothiri.  Ivs  nothirt  &  mathemat  absol 
.ierm  titl  &  my  math^.Shirl  no  trus  ehekbook/nev  did 
G  net  4th  standard  %  I  sho  this  as  red  .Scrip  AH 
lion=vss  2?-28=not  means  zera,nou5ht=zero  =  0 
;■  bring  our  »4 
Lk  Judges  3:31jaxpl  oxEoad;4:21 ;7:20;9:53;15:15 

this  wud  =  7  but  I  say  G  made  it  4=vs  JO 
',.jadQni.T::a  1.1-22=(Illus  man,  doctor  ?.-.   smarter) 
''.;iBdom  is  2  seek  knowl  S-.  cuntim  o'eriooE  simpl  thing! 
Jew  no  34iev  Js  Keaajdeth  prove  this, seek  3ign 
4-5  .ID  man  &  Jordan  part; 54  iian  cum  Egypt  M*  OllTt  ft 
Jerusalem  walls  2  fall  down  . 

Graeks  spen  hours  debate  trifle-Dark  Age  &  angel/pins^ 
Bib  scolars  &  brilliat  dissect  whol  Bib  &  educat  foo, 
Jo  brilliant  they  dumb 
t  point  out  less  23-24=Js  Wisdom  G  reveal  2  man 
Clllus  ".Ja  ..'oyld  :;bb  Jesus  ."-.  preacher) 

Jocial  probs  grave  concern  but  only  overcum  by  thoz 
hav  Xp  canter  of  livs 
.Social  programs  gud  but  tak  luv  Xp  in  inflivid  2 
reach  out  .  alleviat  probs  of  lif 
RlGil^EOUJHEoJ^only  thru  Mp 

Can  no  cum  thru  /ervice  Bcuz  we  only  made  Sight  ttiri 
salv  giv  by  Xp  on  cross  S-.  this  P  say  vs  18 
fillus  A.  J.-Scofield  relative  &  cross) 

5y  it   thru  it  attain  rightness  !■.-.   only  this  way, 
then  serv  3cuz  we  luv  Lord. 

iiAHC:  riJ  =mua  go  2gether 

'..antifne!li  set  apart, made  holy 

I  sem«bot  with  price 
G  bring  4th  0  -  0  =  4=Wisdom,Rit;ht,3anctif  ,redemp 
Ehis  corapl  joy  shud  hav  ea  ever  day  yr  &  not  jus 
special  times 
Hatch  flies, worms, insects  etc  cum  4th  Bcuz  s  rin^ 
Think  Jh  Ilk  this  Bcuz  sum  peop  seem  crawl  out 
woodwork  special  time  S>  then  crawl  bak  until  next 
Wat  shame  thez  peop  no  know  or  that  all  do  not  know 
joy,lu-#,Js  can  iapart  2  hart  &  lif 
Clllus  r.gr,  nf  .ittt-iis  f,  wife  condemn  2  die; 
This  how  we  shud  feel  ea  day  livs 
..a  day  is  '.aster  over  again  &  J3  livs  'i  is  aliv  4us 


'  '  '  I  -    :',-,-:  MBEB  IU,   199^ 

■         ■ 

f"Kr    £at>    rss»     <~»/r ,777?^-   -ci/.wi.^^ 
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PHAIEH/OFFERINu 

;  ran 

HTMN 

SCHTPTHRE!      1  Corinthians  lslS-31 

SERMONi      "  0  -  0  ■  4" 

ST.    PA01  '    ,  »/fc/?8 

•HYMN 

•magpie 

ft**--/     —  Tyt**-** 


:  1  ccto  1:18-315  SERM:   "  n  -  p  =  k  '< 

rr^Y   {    THTS   4. 
!=   lUT^HVi  FP/NUTUTM   T-FAVES   NUTHlFf 
THIS   TEU.BUT   I    ■■;T'i>  T.TK   SHC   FORMULA  G   SET  4TH   DEFYS   ABSOLUTS 
v   ;.-    ??-?8=   "U/MSANS   -0-0  =  0  .     -     ? 

T    ';TL  SHO  THRU   THIS   SCRIP  G  MAKS   TT  0   -  0   -   4     ~   KJ   "  ^L 
litis  wat  p  pt  out  here  is  fad  fi,q  o^.        0  —  O    —  /" 
$HIS  IL0S  FND  BUlf  OF  JUDGES  CHAP  3  &  FOLO  CHAPS 

■■■■H^GO  DOCTOR !  R   TFJNLY^lSTTH "BOUT  PILLS^SMARTER)" 
''DOM,  IS^RLY_  TH/fiffiKINT,  .AF'^'PF  MP'-1  KW-'LErG   -,?B SMAPTR 
BUT  MAN   IN   QUEST  2BCUM  WISE  VERY  OFTN  OVRLUKS   SIMPL  THINGS  BCUZ 
BLIEF   SEEMS   2H   ONLY  THPU   PROFCUND/DEEP  REVLATINS  CAN  AQUIR   KNOW 
(ILUS  BUSNES.JARBON  AS   SENT   TO  GENERAL  FOODS) 
VSS   g3-g^=VJISD0M  FR/GOD  ft  NO  ACCPT  BY  MOST  PEOPLE 

vs_25=csucifixion  seem  fqolishnes  or  god 

GOD  FOOLISH  ?DY   THAT  NOT  GOD   AT  ALL 
JS  WAS   SEEN   AS  WEAKNES.WEAK  PERSON  LET  SELF  B  KILLD  =  HE  NOT  G 
TH/JB  S     fUDNT  BLIEV  JS  WAS  GOD,?  [/PROMISE   MESIAH 

(ILUSTRITINS   OF  TUPS   PROCLAIM  2B  TH/foFSIAH   IM.HISTRY) 
JEWS     ''C™    :--'rr  n -,'■: '^  \ti    JJJJJj    ny   RJISYJH    9     JJJ58BB    EMM^S  *" 

EKS   SPENT  END] .•"•   HRS    DEBAT  MINUTE  PT  (  I  ''TFT, 

\GES  CH  NEED  DIRFCTIK /GUI  DANC   BIS! 
;  tiff^'^AWf  "AtlOFLr   PUD  DANCE  ON   ,; 
'■'«    HAV  THIS   2DAY  IN   ft   OUT  OF  CHURCH 
r-r   CALLI    BIB  SCHOLARS     R   SO  BRILIANT  RUT  THEY  HAV  DISECTD 
SIBL  SO  IT  HAS  NP  MEANING/PURPOS  "+THEM  OP  THE:'  FOLLOWRS 
THEY  P   SO  BRILIANT.    THEY  R   DUMB 
P  PTS   PUT  ?PEC  IN  CH  AT  COR.   VSS   g?-?U=(RFAD .THEZ) 
IF  WE  WUD  CARE  TO  KNO  MEAN   CF  LIF.NEED  KNO  THIS   VS   23,    ft   IT 
' :  L   THV   ?DAY   AS   TU!; D 
"  IS   T1?/P0WEP  T"WlSDCM   OF  GOD 
(t_ri   PREACHR   PREACH   OTHR   T!IINGS  ft   NOTE  "VE  WUD  C 
I'M  VI1  IS  TM/PUHWa   OV  WCTttfRCH,    gpT  PEOFL  fr/Afi   TH/sTVIOR 

I 

7:gQ-i  TRUMPETS,  PITCHERS  AND  I  ■ 

ORDINARY  THINGS  USED  TO  OVERCOME  THE  MIDTANITES 
NOT  GREAT  WEAPONS,  OR  ARAMAMENTS,  OR  A  HUGE  ARMY 

JUST  COMMON  ORDINARY  PITCHERS  IN  WHICH  WERE  THE  LAMPS 
OR  LIGHTS 
AND  THEN  THE  TRUMPETS  WHICH  THEY  BLEW  WHILE  HOLDING  TIE  U 
LA  MRS 
fOBABLX  LOOKED  TO  THE  MIDIANITES  LIKE  A  HUGE  ARMY  &  THE 
LAMPS  AMP  TRUMPETS  MUST  HAVE  FROZEN  THEM  IN  THEIR  TRACKS 

FOU  i   itt  9.53  ) 

L 


JUDGES  CHAPTER  #J,  VERSE  31  -  ft  FOOTNOTE  BY  SCOFIELD  ?/ 

WIL  C  THPU  THIS  BUK  7  VSS  ILUS  P'S  WRITING  BOUT  GOD. TAKING 
THINGS  THAT  APPEAR  WORTH  SUMTH.ft  BRING  THEM  TO.NUTHIT'G, 

3:31»0XG0AD.   POTETP  STIK 

TFTLNG  LATER  YES  TlPPi 

<~.      pv  /IT  &   LATER  USED  CLEAN  MUD  FR/PLOVSHARE 

i+^21=A  COMMON  NAIL  USEE   TO  OVERCUM  TH/ENEMY  OF  ISRAELITES 
(NEXT  EXAMPLE  FOUND  IN  7:20) 


vf,  5Q=hept:  r  mak    tm/ejuatin  o  -  o  =  ^ 

m/lst   FART  THIS   IS   "WISDOM"   fir  WROT   BOUT  THIS   VSS   18-22 -READ 
VS  3OB»TH/SEC0WD  THING  P  PT  OUT  IS  RITUSNES 
'"  VPL  UOV  WE  P  MADE  PITHS  THRU  JS   XP 

M.Y  HADE  RITUS  B'-(  GOD  THRU  TB/SKLV  GIVN  BY  JS  ON  CROSS 
T  ._..   WAT  P  SAY  IN  VS  lM READ  AGAIN) 
( I  LITE  REV  SCOFTELD  -   (  !jOT  BIBL  SCOFIELE)    «■  CROSS) 

"THIS  HUW  WWL  (J  IT  K  MJ  UNMan-  MMlNG  OF  IT 

BUT  THRU  CROS  ONLY  WAY  OBTAIN  RITUSNES 

THEN  P  LIST  2THINGS  2GETHR  BCU"  MUS  GO  2GEIHS  VS  ?OC  3-  D=READ 
SANCTIFIED*   ?B   SET   APART,    2B  MADE  HOLY 
REDEEMED=BOT  WITH  A  PRICE 

JS   MAKS   US   HOLY  THRU  HIS   SAC   ON   OIJK  BHALF 
THUS   G   HAS   TAKN   TH/THINGS   THAT  R  NOT  -  0  - 

AND  HE   HAS   BROT     TO  -  0  -TH/THINGS  THAT  R 
AND  HE  HAS   GIVN  US    -  WISDOM,  .RITTJSFES.    S>'OT  ?<  1 

y  So     o  —  o  —  y 

Ol'P  JOY  SUUPB  VfF  UAV  THIS  THRU  XP 

(ILi  S  GEN  OF  CYRUS  K  OF  PERSIA  h   HIS  WIFE.SAVD  BY  HIMSELF) 

THIS  HOW  V"E"  EHUD  FEEL  BCUZ  "JS  WAS  TH/MAN  WHO  DIES  FOR  US 


i2ii5=S/l  m/jtMBOH   OF  A  COMMON  DONKY  2SLAY  A 

THOUSAND  PHILISTINES 


"'L-  '  COMON  OHDNARY  THINGS 

YET  GOD  USD  THFM  MITILY  20VRCUM  T"       ;.  OF  GOD 
T"  B   0  -  0=7 

;-,..-    TK    ^j    p    ,.    ,r,    kth    As    TT!/F;:)UATn,    F0R    pg    &  XPIANS 

IS  reduce;-  ■■..!■ 

BUT  IT  DU7.  NOT  INCLUD -MATERIAL  THINGS,    BTtt  raTRR 
LISTS  VQTTR   'MMS   fflpTTyr  TAN  Tjv- 


/     CCA.       /;3  6 


I 


9:^3=  AN  ORDNARY  KILLSTCN  USD  2QBTND  GRAIN  USD  BY  GOT'  TO 
OVERCUM  A  POWRFUL  KING 

IN  EACH  C       INSTANCES  SOD  IS  USING  TH  WEAK  OR  FOOLISH 
5S  OV   THE  WORLD  TO  CONFOUND  TH/THINGS  WHICH  APE  MIGHTY 


(NEXT  EXAMPL  FND  IN  lr::15) 


"0  -  0  =  4" 
Text:  1  Corinthians  1:50 

■ipture:  1  Corinthians  1:18-31 

We  know  that  the  natural  laws  are  absolute.  i?or  instance,  no  matter  how  we  may 

strive  to  overcome  the  law  of  gravity,  it  still  exists  and  continues  to  exert  its 

it 
influence  in  our  lives.   And  this j for  our  own  good.   A  few  years  ago  there  was  a 

popular  song  which  stated,  "Nothin  from  nothin  leaves  nothin,"  and  this  ij:  a 
true  mathematical  absolute.   If  you  have  read  the  sermon  title  and  think  that  my 
mathematics  do  not  quite  meet  what  we  know  to  be  mathematical  standards  you  are 
right.  Probably  after  today,  Shirley  will  never  trust  me  with  the  checkbook 
again.   (  ihe  never  does  anyhow).   But  I  would  like  to  show  that  God  has  set  forth 
a  formula,  i^a  which  defies  the  normal  absolute  and  this  is  what  we  shared  as  our 
Scripture  for  this  morning. 

'Let  us  look  once  again  at  this  p ortion  of  Scripture  as  found  in  1  Corinthians 
1:18—31.   Cur  equation  is  based  very  simply  upon  the  2?th  and  the  2?th  verses. 
i-t,  tells  us  basically  that,  "things  which  are  not,"  meaning  nothing,  or  @ero, 
"bring  to  nought,"  or  nothing,  zero,  "things  that  are."   Pais  would  make  the 
eauation  logically,  "zero  minus  zero  equals  zero."  But  God  brings  it  out  to 
equal  four,  as  we  shall  see. 

:ood  ilustration  of  what  Sssi  Paul  is  pointing  out  hare  is  found  in  the  Old 
Testament  book  of  Judges.   Scofield  points  out  a  very  interesting  fact  about 
what  Paul  is  saying  here.   Let  us  look  at  these  verses  in  Judges. 
First  we  see  in  Judges  3:31,  (read),   -"-n  oxgoad  was  nothing  more  than  a  stick 
with  a  pointed  end.   It  could  be  as  long  as  S  feet,  and  in  later  usage  was  tip- 
ped with  iron.   It  was  used  also  to  clean  the  pud  from  the  plowshare,  and  so  it 
was  really  nothing  great.   Next  let  us  look  at  4:21,  (read).   Here  we  see  a 
common  nail  used  to  overcome  an  enemy  of  the  Israelites.   In  7:20,  (read),  we 
pee  trumpets,  pitchers,  and  lamps  were  used  to  overthrow  the  Ilidianites. 

5:53,  (read),  a  millstone  is  used  to  overthrow  a  wicked  king.   And  finally  in 
15:15,  (read),  Gamson  overcomes  a  thousand  Philistines,   iiow  all  of  the  things 
used  to  fight  for  God  against  Hia  enemies  were  really  things  that  were  common 
and  not  of  much  account.   Yet,  God  chose  then  to  give  the  Israelites  the  victory 


-2- 

Row  if  we  wanted  to  use  this  as  our  equation  we  would  say  that  zero  minus  zero 
lals  seven.   But  I  want  to  show  that  God  made  the  equation  to  equal  four  nnd 
this  we  see  in  1  Corinthians  1:30. 

The  first  part  is  "Wisdom."  Paul  wrote  sbout  this,  (read  vss  18-22. 
(Illustration  of  man  going  to  doctor  to  become  smarter) 

This  is  all  that  wisdom  really  is,  a  seeking  after  more  knowledge;  a  desire  to 
become  smarter.   But  man  in  his  quest  to  fesHsrss  become  wise,  very  often  over- 
looks the  simple  things  believing  that  only  through,  profound  and  deep  revelations 
is  it  possible  to  aquire  wisdom. 

The  Jews  would  not  believe  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah*   The  simple  fact  that  He 
was  put  to  death  was  enough  to  convince  them  that  His  Kes  possibility  of  being 
the  Messiah  ended  with  that  execustion.   In  45  AD  a  man  stepped  forth  who  claimed 
to  be  the  Messiah, HTifegafchHssct'CHxIjaniiixHfxfHiiDwaEK  persuaded  thousands  to  leave 
their  homes  and  follow  him. to  the  Jordan.  He  promised  that  he  would  give  the 
nmand  and  the  Jordan  would  part  and  he  would  lead  them  across  the  dry  river 
bed.   The  Homans  sent  a  troop  of  mounted  soldiers  to  disperse  the  mob  killing 
some  in  the  process,  and  taking  the  leader  prisoner  they  had  him  beheaded. 
Another  man  came  from  Egypt  in  54  AD  claiming  to  be  the  prophet  and  he  gathered 
30,000  people  to  follow  him  to  the  Mount  of  Olives  where  on  command  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem  were  to  fall  down.   But  it  didn't  happen. 

These  were  the  signs  the  Jews  were  seeking  for  in  the  Messiah.   The  Greeks  spent 
endless  hours  debating  a  minute  point  of  some  trifle.   It  is  said  that  during 
the  Dark  Ages  when  the  church  needed  gudiance  and  direction,  that  the  clergy 
of  bishops  and  priests  sat  arguing  how  many  angels  could  dance  on  the  head  of  a 
pin.  This  is  much  like  the  Greeks  were  that  Paul  was  writing  about.   Me  have 
this  even  today.  There  are  some  Biblical  scholars  who  are  so  brilliant  that 
they  have  literally  dissected  the  entire  Bible  to  the  point  that  it  has  no  mean- 
_xg  and  purpose  for  them  or  any  who  would  follow  after  them.   They  are  educated 
fools.   They  are  so  brilliant,  they  are  dumb.   But  Paul  points  out,  (vss  23-24, 
read),   Jesus  is  the  wisdom  of  God  revealed  to  men. 
(Illustration  of  preacher  and  notes  telling  him  tea  "We  would  see  Jesus") 
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£kxsx±xxHka:fe  tfe  all  need  to  know  tjiat  the  social  problems  of  today  are  a  grave 
ncern.   But  they  will  not  be  overcome  except  by  those  who  have  kkx  Christ  at 
the  center  of  their  lives,   .iocaal  programs  are  fine,  but  it  takes  the  love  of 
Christ  within  an  individual  to  reach  out  to  alleviate  the  problems  of  this  life. 
The  second  thing  Paul  Jists  is,  "Righteousness."   Righteousness  only  comes  about 
through  Christ.   It  cannot  come  from  anything  that  you  or  I  may  do  in  the  matter 
of  service.   e  are  made  righteous  before  God  through  the  salvation  given  by 
Jesus  on  the  cross.   This  is  what  Paul  is  saying  in  verse  13,  (read). 
(Illustration  of  Dr.  A.T.  "Cofield  and  relative  about  cross=R2'"1,  2400  illus) 
This  is  how  the  world  sees  it  and  cannot  understand  what  purpose  it  serves. 
But  we  need  to  know  that  it  is  by  it  and  through  it  that  we  attain  righteousness 
and  only  in  this  manner  can  it  be  attained. 

^or 

thisyword  V^an  ajkly  \^  used 
'Redempt; 
then  lisTiTtwo  things  which  must  be  linked  togetheF-fWthey  go  together. 
They  are,  "Sanctification"  and  "Redemption."  To  be  "sanctified"  is  to  be  set 
apart;  to  be  made  holy.  To  be  "Redeemed"  is  to  be  bought  with  a  price.  XinEE&s 
ggiggj  xxxjsxKHExiHxka  Jesus  maBes  us  holy  through  His  sacrifice  on  our  behalf. 
Therefore,  C-od  has  taken  the  things  that  are  not,  (zero),  and  Re  has  brought  to 
zero  the  things  that  are  and  has  given  us,  "Wisdom,  righteousness,  santf fication 
and  redemption,"  through  Jesus  Christ. 

This  is  the  complete  joy  that  we  should  have  each  and  every  day  of  the  year. 
For  many  people  it  is  a  joy  only  to  be  had  at  specified  times  of  the  year. 
Easter  is  over  for  many,  many  people.  I  was  observing  some  of  nature  this  past 
week  by  noting  that  flies,  and  other  crawling  insects  have  come  out  into  the 
open  again  since  the  sun  and  warmer  weather  has  come  back.   I  thought  how  this 
^=s  true  of  the  Church.   As  we  draw  closer  to  Raster  or  CRristmas,  it  seems  like 
some  people  sort  of  crawl  out  of  the  woodwork  for  a  short  period  of  time,  and 

then  they  disappear  until  it  is  time  to  appear  again. 

Raat  a  shame  that  not  everyone  can  know  the  complete  love  and  joy  that  Jesus 


Christ  can  impart  to  the  heart  and  life. 

Illustration  of  a  general  of  Gyrus  and  his  wife  condemned  to  die) 
j?hiF  is  how  we  should  feel  each  day  of  our  lives,  for  each  day  is  Easter  and 
Christ  lives  and  is  alive  for  us. 


ST.  PAUL* 5  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butl er  P  Pennsy  1 vania 
Third  Sunday  In  Eastertide  April  9,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Cf   Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Sharon  Pfabe  and  David  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude        "Choral  Song"  Wesley 

'Processional  Hymn  No.  230  "Stand  up,  stand  up  for  Jesus" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
'Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "0  Cod,  who  hast  brought 
us  into  this  fellowship  with  one  another  through  thy  Son 
Jesus  Christ t      let  us  be  one  in  thought  and  mind  and 
spirit.   Help  us  to  strive  not  to  be  individuals  but  to  be 
a  group  of  fellow  believers.   Forgive  us  in  our  weakness 
of  turning  from  thee.  Give  us  strength  as  we  need  it  in 
our  times  of  turmoil  and  frustration.   Help  us  to  live 
in  the  world,  but  not  to  be  completely  wrapped  up   in 
all  of  it.   Make  our  wills  obedient  to  thine,  for  we  ask 
it  ail  in  Jesus'  name.   Amen." 
*Kyrie         (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

'Pastor :   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

*People;   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology  No.  551 
Scripture:       Matthew  7:  13-20 

Hymn  No.  283   "Gad  is  our  Refuge  and  our  Strength" 
•Statement  of  Faith   (In  the  front  of  the  Hymnal) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory   "Alia  Breve"  Fischer 

Baptism  of  Infant  -  Alicia  Marie  Sheppeck  -  daughter 
f  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Sheppeck 


Anthem:      "The  Lord's  Prayer"     Malotte 

Sermon:  "WHO  SAYS  SO?" 

Sermon  Prayer  and  Dedication  of  Special  Workers 

Hymn  No.  292  "Onward,  Christian  soldiers" 

Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

Postlude:  "Choral"  Boellmann 

---  -  —  -  'Congregation  Standing  ----  

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Zavacky,  Jr.  in  memory  of  Doris's 

Parents. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Steve  Vargo  and  Got t lob  Kradel. 
Elder  and  Mrs*  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Phyllis  Penrod, 

BEth  Burns  and  Laurel  Stauffer* 
.Hospitalized;   Bill  Ohlt  Bonnie  Venselj  Mary  Jane 

Weisenstein. 
, Our  Congratulations  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ronald  Vensel  on 

the  birth  of  a  new  baby  boy  on  Wednesday. 
■Our  Sinere  Sympathy  to  Family  and  Friends  of  the  late 

Mr,  Harry  Klinger  who  passed  away  this  week  in  Florida . 
.Today  -  3:00  -  Meeting  here  with  the  two  other  Churches. 
■Tonight  -  6:30  -  Prayer  and  Sharing 
Tonight  -  6-8  Youth  Fellowship 
Friday  -  6:00  -  ARC  Tureen  Dinner  and  Election  of 

Officers.   Dong  Kingsley,  Sarah  and  John  Snow  and 

Lena  Frederick  are  in  charge* 
Vacation  Bible  School  Meeting  at  7:00  P.M.  on  April 

30th.  This  meeting  is  for  everyone  involved*  A 

filmstrip  will  be  shown*   Please  try  to  be  here  - 

it  will  be  an  important  meeting,.  TEachers  books 

and  material  will  be  passed  out  at  this  time* 
Paul  Campbell  and  Don  Kingsley  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week* 
Thursday  -  7:00  -  Prayer  Meeting 


Almighty  God,  who  hast  gathered  thy  people  throughout 
the  ages  and  in  all  the  world  into  one  church, 
forgive  us  the  painful  divisions  and  wounds  which  we 
thy  children  have  inflicted  upon  thy  household  of 
faith.   Grant  us  the  grace  to  overcome  our  human 
errors  and  prejudices  that  we  may  walk  together  In  the 
unity  of  our  one  Master:  in  whose  name  we  -  -ay.  Amen. 


"Who  Says  3o?" 
Text:  Kt  7:15;   .cripture:  Mt  7:15-20 

An  r  \inistrator,undr  ord  direct  super  wrot  letr  2 
grp  t,eop  recent  relocat  nu  area;encourag  4  fu.tr 
(Bead  letter) 

-atim  aft  nothr  admin  in  relocat  area  wrot  letr  2 
o  lr  admins  Jerrv's  area  urg  "he  B  replac  in  job 
He  write  such  way»WH0  SATS  SO?   WHO  EE  2  SAY? 
Admins  cum  2  Jerry  So  he  writ  nother  letr=Jer  29:31,32 
lixplan:  Jerem  proph  writ  from  Jeru,2  peop  Babylon, 
G  say  bildrpropper  etc, 70  yr  releas;bewar  fals  prop 
&  Sbemaiah  1  &  he  2B  punish  4  rebellion 
icrip  2day  Js  say  same  thing=Vss  13,14  Gh  as  wel  peop 
(Illus  Bapts,Kethstiresbys  &.   drought) 

Situat  Gh  2day=3J  UP  UM  UGC  prob^thez  majr  denoms 
UGG  told  2  wait  G  wat  UP  do=copout  no  tak  stands 
agin  Gen  Synod  recent  action 
(Illus  Dr.  Barnhouse, drunk  driver  &  take  stand) 
This  prob  2day  societ  &  ch=sit  bak  do  noth  &  disappea: 
-t  we  kno  no  happ  &  if  ignor  get  wore  &  wors  &  0  GH 
Js  go  on  2  say=Vss  15-20=By  Fruits  Ye  Shall  Know  Them 
We  hear  St  C  rotten  fruit  without/within  Gh  2day 
(Illus  Relig  Editor  NY  ^imes  on  sexuality, '■  revolution 
1st=this  part  tru:2nd  part  world  use  2  discred  G  ;./ort 
Is  G's  ford   obsolet  as  we  B  tol?  NO, peop  get  away 
from  Bib  &  3ib  no  get  away  from  Church 
It  still  only  tru,guid  &  textbook  4  sik  civil  2day 
(Illus  street  preacher, wher  did  Gain  get  wife) 
Thex  sily  atack  RB  use  by  slik,sly  2  discredit  G  Word 
"   excus  peop  use  2  do  own  thing  &  3  own  man  no  strir 
(Illus  self-made  man) 

,e   ly  feel  lift  by  bootstrap, but  G  made  boots  strapii 
&--^iway  has,alway  wil  cal  man  2  responsib  action 
This  tru  especial  in  Church 
BY  THER  FRUITS  U  SHAL  KNO  THEM  &  Gh  Js  Xp  shud  hav 
richest , ripest  fruit  around 
but  unfort  not  case  many  instances 
peop  of  Gh  KB  call  2day  2  stan  4  Word  G  in  society 
which  has  run  ramp  in  hast  2  ovrthro  everthin  Godly 
(Illus  cripuled  boy, packages,  &  RU  Jesus) 
Do  peop  C  I  kno  U  folower  of  Js?  Can  tel  Bib  texbook 
4  UR  daily  lif? 
My  f rends, this  wat  all  about ;G  cal  2  act  His  oh 
This  why  we  tak  stan  in  Denom;send  volun  nxt  wk/lettr 
agin  immoralty  in  Denom 
Rea'   wil  tel  if  stan  alon  or  other  stand  with  is 
,'e  «nter  conflic  lik  solder  redy  2do.battl  4  Lord 
,  sk  thoz  volunteers  2  come  4ward  Ss  dedicate 


"Who  Gays  So?" 
Text:  Matthew  7:15 

ripture:  Matthew  7:13-20 

An  administrator  acting  under  orders  of  his  direct  superior  wrote  a  letter  to  a 

group  of  people  who  had  been  recently  relocated  in  a  new  area.   His  letter  was 

full  of  encouragement  for  the  future.   This  is  what  he  wrote: 

Bear  friends, 

Build  homes  where  you  are  and  put  down  roots.   Fl8at  orchards  and  vineyards 
for  your  stay  there  will  he  long.   Get  married,  have  children  and  see  that 
your  children  in  turn  marry  and  have  grandchildren  for  you  to  love  and  en- 
joy. Expand  and  multiply," and  do  not  dwindle  away.   Work  hard  for  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  your  new  homeland,  because  if  there  is  peace  there, 
you  will  have  peace  as  well. 

Do  not  pay  heed  to  any  xkia  administrators  who  would  lead  you  astray  by 
lying  to  you.   The  Chief  Administrator  wants  you  to  pay  heed  to  what  He 
tells  you  to  do.  Remember  there  are  those  who  have  not  done  this  and  be- 
cause of  this,  they  cannot  enjoy  the  same  freedom  you  have  in  your  new 
land. 
It  was  signed,  "Jerry."  one  of  the 

Sometime  a-"ter  this  letter  was  sent  HKB-TSKX  administrator  in  the  area  where  the 

I      pie  had  been  relocated  wrote  a  letter  to  several  administrators  in  Jerry'  , 

area  urging  them  to  have  Jerry  displaced  from  his  job.   KsExiit&ssiHSBt  liis  letter 

was  written  in  such  a  way  that  he  was  asking  the  other  administrators,  "Who  Says 

So?"   "Who  is  it  who  is  telling  our  people  to  build  and  prosper  and  grow  in  this 

stranp-e  land?   Who  i  io?" 

When  the  administrators  came  to  Jerry  with  this  letter,  he  wrote  another  letter 

to  the  relocated  people  which  said,  (read  Jer.  29:31-52).   The  maux±n  administrat. 

tor  in  case  you  haven  't  guessed  was  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  lie   -uras  writing  at  the 

from  Jerusalem 
direction  of  God* to  the  people  of  Israel  in  exile  in  Babylon.   The  advice  that 

he  was  passing  on  was  that  God  wanted  them  to  put  down  roots  in  Babylon  and 
after  they  were  there  70  years  God  would  release  them  and  return  them  to  Jeru- 
salem.  But  they  were  warned  to  beware  of  false  prophets  of  which  Jhemiah  was 
one,  and  he  in  turn  wrote  to  several  others  in  Jerusalem  trying  to  put  Jeremiah 
ha  as  a  false  prophet.  But  God  inspired  Jeremiah  to  write  to  the  exiles  that 
dhemaiah  was  a  false  prophet  who  was  to  be  punished  for  his  rebellion  against 

God. 

As  we  look  at  our  scripture  for  this  morning  we  see  the  same  thing  being  warned 
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against  by  Jesus  Himself. 

1     us  begins  this  discourse  in  the  13th  verse,  (read  13  &  1§).  This  means  that 
the  way  leading  to  eternal  life^and  there  are  more  people  traveling  the  Broadway, 
than  there  are  traveling  the  narrow  path.   This  can  be  apnlied  to  individual  lives 
as  well  as  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.   The  Church  xsxfe  should  be  the  means 
sdaatocstasxxiiEKXHX  whereby  people  can  come  to  Iotswx&h  not  only  know  the  Lord,  but 
get  directions  and  guidance  on  how  to  live. 

(illustration  of  drought  and  Ksfcfex  Baptists,  Methodists,  and  Tresbyterians) 
This  is  about  the  situation  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  finds  itself  in  today. 
■  e  have  what  you  could  call  mat   an  EP  Uf  UH  UCC  problem.   If  you  don't  under- 
stand what  that  is,  it  is  the  abreviation  for  Episcopal,  United  Presbvterian, 
United  Methodist,  and  United  Church  of  Christ*   Tach  of  these  denominations  are 
involved  in  a  struggle  i&  the  outcome  of  which  will  determine  the  destiny  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

'1   leaders  of  ourAdenomination  are  saying  that  what  the  i-re3byterians  do  in  Kay 
will  have  a  large  influence  on  what  we  do  next  June.   But  this  is  just  a  copout 
to  avoid  taking  a  stand  on  the  issues  recently  raised  ±s   at  our  eke  General 
Synod. 

(Illustration  of  Dr.  Barnhouse ,  auto  accident  and  taking  stand) 

'This  is  the  problem  in  society  as  well  as  in  the  church.   Just  stand  back  or  sit 
back  and  do  nothing,  maybe  the  problem  will  disappear.  But  you  and  I  and  all 
people  know  this  is  not  the  case,  lroblems  cannot  be  ignored,  but  instead  must 
be  faced  up  to,  or  as  time  goes  on  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  become  more 
difficult.  And  this  is  just  what  is  happening  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Jesus  went  on  to  aaqc  warn  about  false  prophets  as  we  read  in  verse  15,  (read). 
(Read  verses  1S-20).  "By  their  frutir  ye  shall  know  them." 

We  are  seeing  and  hearing  about  a  lot  of  rotten  fruit  in  our  society  today.   The 
traditional  stand  of  the  Church  is  being  attacked  both  from  without  and  within. 
She  religion  editor  of  the  New  York  Times  writing  about  the  so  called  sexual 

revolution  taking  place  in  our  society,  as  well  as  the  homosexuality  issue  in 
the  church  recently  wrote  about  the  Church,  (  >uote:  Two  unpleasant  propositions 
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needed  to  be  faced  to  get  underway:  first,  that  the  churches  have  lost  immense 
status  as  a  source  of  moral  values  for  the  larger  society;  second,  that  their 
lerited  teaching  on  sex  might  be  seriously  inadequate  or  just  plain  wrong. 

Here  is  a  respected  individual  first  st  ting  a  true  fact,  for  the  church  has 
lost  ±k   its  influence  because  it  has  become  just  like  the  world  and  it  cannot  be 
identified  apart  from  it.   But  he  gives  an  attack  which  the  world  itself  is  us- 
ing to  discredit  the  very  foundation  of  the  Church  and  that  is  God's  Word.   Is 
God's  Word  obsolete  in  today's  society  as  we  are  being  told?   The  answer  is  a 
resounding  "NO."   The  Church  and  its  people  have  gotten  away  from  God's  Word, 
and  it  is  not  Sod's  :iord   that  has  gotten  away  from  the  Church.   It  is  still  the 
only  true  guide  and  textbook  for  our  sick  civilization  today  as  it  ever  has  been. 
(Illustration  of  man  preaching  on  street  corner  and  where  did  Cain  get  his  wife) 
These  are  the  silly  kinds  of  attacks  that  are  being  used  by  the  slick  and  sly 
to  discredit  &s±  the  Bible  and  God.   These  are  the  kinds  of  excuses  that  are 
being  used  so  man  today  can  do  his  own  thing  and  be  his  own  man  with  no  strings 

fcached.   It  is  like  the  fellow  who  went  around  proclaiming  that  he  was  a  self- 
made  man.  One  day  be  made  this  arrogant  remark,  "I'll  have  you  know  I'm  a  com- 
pletely self-made  man."   The  man  next  to  him  said,  "Veil,  I'm  glad  to  hear  that. 
It  certainly  rel'eves  the  creator  of  a  tremendous  responsibility." 
Regardless  of  how  we  may  feel  anfi  believe  that  we  have  lifted  ourselves  up  by 
our  own  bootstraps,  It  is  still  god  who  made  the  boots  the  straps  are  in.   God 
always  has  and  always  will  call  man  to  responsible  action  feH&ftxx±£k±Hxxzi!±  but 
most  especially  within  the  Church.   "By  their  fruits  you  shall  know  them,"  and 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  should  contain  the  richest  ripest  fruit  around.   But 
unfortunately  this  is  not  the  case  in  many  instances.   The  people  who  make  up 
the  Church  are  being  called  today  to  stand  for  the  Word  of  God  in  a  society 
wbich  has  run  rampant  in  its  haste  to  overthrow  any  and  everything  which  is  Godlj 
(Illustration  of  crippled  boy,  packages,  and  "Are  you  Jesus?") 
S^_  people  see  and  know  that  we  are  followers  of  Jesus?   Jan  they  tell  that  the 
Bible  is  your  textbook  for  your  daily  life?  My  friends,  this  Is  what  its  all 
about.   God  is  calling  us  to  action  within  His  Church.   This  is  why  we  are  tak- 


the  stand  we  are  taking  within  our  denomination.  !e   are  sending  out  some  vol- 

■  sevs   next  week  to  pass  out  a  letter  stating  our  stand  against  ttie  immorality 
within  our  denomination.   The  reaction  we  receive  from  the  churches  will  show 
us  whether  we  stand  with  many  others,  or  whether  we  stand  alone.   ;e  will  re- 
ceive different  responses  from  different  people.   But  we  enter  this  conflict 
much  like  a  soldier  ready  to  do  battle  for  the  Lord.   At  this  time  then  I  would 
like  to  ask  those  who  have  volunteered  to  make  this  visitation  to  please  come 
forward  so  that  we  may  dedicate  them  to  the  task  they  have  so  willingly  re- 
sponded to  undertake. 

(  Close,  with  the  people  kneeling,  and  praying  for  God's  blessing  and  guidance 
in  what  we  are  undertaking  to  do.) 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butlert  Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday  in  Eastertide       April  16,  1976 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Helen  Hilliard,  Karen  Pfaba  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude       "Fantasy  in  A  minor"      J.S.  BAch 
*Processional  Hymn  No.  63  "Our  God*  our  help  in  ages  past" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

♦Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "Father  God,  we  humbly  ask 
forgiveness,  for  we  have  squandered  that  which  thou  hast 
so  graciously  given  to  the  sons  of  men*   We  spread  the 
gift  of  fertile  soil  to  the  winds  and  cause  it  to  be 
washed  in  the  sea.   In  our  greed  we  pollute  the  pure 
water  and  the  lakes,  and  streams,  and  air.  We  waste 
fuel  and  ore,  and  use  them  for  evil  purposes-   We  abuse, 
twist,  and  manipulate  our  brothers  for  our  private  ends* 
We  take  the  gift  of  thy  Son,  and  His  body  the  Church, 
and  we  bend  them  to  our  desires.   Have  mercy,  most 
merciful  Father,  and  forgive,  in  His  name.  Amen." 
•Kyrie         (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  of  Pardon   -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastors   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

♦Peoplei   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxology  No.  SSI 
Scriptures     L  Samuel  9:25  -  10:13 
Hymn  No.  207    "Jesus  calls  us;  o'er  the  tumult" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   f Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory   "It  is  no  Secret"   Rol  Thompson,  Sax. 
them:   "I  Asked  the  Lord"  Duncan  -  Su%  by  Karen  Maloney 


Sermon:     "ONLY  YO-YOS  AND  HORSES  SHOULD  GO  UP  AND 

DOWN" 

Sermon  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  468   "Jesus,  Saviour,  pilot  me" 

Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

Postlude       "Praise"  Rowley 

---------  * Congregation  Standing  ------ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed 
by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Pflugh  in  laving  memory  of  their 

Daughter  -  Pamela  Jean  PFiugh. 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Robbie  Vinroe,  Brian  Pfabe, 
Chris  Pfabe,  Bob  Dellen  and  Gordon  Kennedy 

Deacon  and  Mrs,  Rodney  Rensel  will  greet  the  Congregation 
and  Friends  at  the  door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Marlene  Hiemer, 
Cheryl  Alt emus  and  Kelley  Shakely* 

Hospitalized:   William  Ohl  and  Mary  Jane  Weisenstein. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  225, 

Tonight  -  6-fi  -  Youth  Fellowship  meeting. 

Tonight  -  7:30  -  Follow-up  Committee  Meeting 

Mike  Hazaruk  and  Howard  Bolam  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week. 

Monday  -  7:30  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class  meeting 

Tuesday  -  Brownies 

Tuesday  ~  7:O0  -  Building  Planning  Committee  Meeting 
-  very  important.  >  ■  71*.^ 

►  Wednesday  -  7:30  -  Golden  Circle  Meeting  L  'Z^_    i,  *, 

Thurs.  -  10:30  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  Meeting  ^fc  -  ?  gf  *< 

Sun.  -  April  23  -  Congregational  Meeting  -  7:00  PJt^*4^ 

This  is  important  -  The  bids  will  be  in  -  everyone  is 
urged  to  attend. 

Vacation  Bible  School  meeting  at  7:00  P.M.  on  April 
30th  (Sunday  evening)  This  meeting  is  for  everyone 
Involved.   A  filmstrip  will  be  shown.   Please  try  to- 
be  here  -  it  will  be  an  important  meeting*   TEachers 
books  and  material  will  be  passed  out  at  this  time. 
"The  Tuesday  Musical  Club  of  Butler 
is  sponsoring   a  vocal  snd  instrumental  Sacred  Music 
program  in  observance  of  National  Music  Week.  The 

Program  will  be  presented  in  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  May  14th,  at  7:30  P.M."  The  public 

is  cordially  Invited  to  attend. 


"Only  Yo-Ios  And  Horses  Should  Go  ATp  and  Down" 
Text:  1  3am  10: G;  Scrip:  1  Aara  9:25-10:15 

(Illus  nan  manrrying  woman  4  betr  or  wors  &  Jus  as  is 
■  -nlil:  gen  rul  of  lif  4  we  C  othr  peop  need  improv 

.s  not  quik  2  note"Did  II  G  so  &  so,or  this/that? 
Ask  avg  pers  if  satisfy  lif  8=  get, If  I  cud  liv  over 
1   in  peop  wud  Ilk  chang  is  self 

?1  1tim  thot  how  nic  2  start  over  Bcuffl  nu  person 
this  mental  exercis  A  prov  nuthin,A  wat  need  2 
kno  is  S  tak  us  rt  pt  lif  wher  we  R  "  work  with  us 
Such  was  cas  Saul  as  red  in  Scrip 
Aaul=anoint  by  Sam  1st  K  IsjSam  giv  instruc  vs  5 
2B  nu  man  vs  6,  nu  identy,nu  Individ  etc 

He  cum  obscur  famil,mayB  wealthy  but  unknown 
at  hap  wen  assum  nu  role?  Vss  9-10  Ail  B      go  in 
strength  Lord, at  apex  of  lif 
King  2yrs  went  batl  A  Doubt  Sam  cum=so  act  priest 
UB  say  no  long  2B  King=Saul  down; then  Jon  o'cum 
Phils  &  3  up  agin|but  dwn  agin  Bcuz  rul  no  eat 
G  tel  othrow  Amaleks  S  up  agin, disobey  8s  dwn  agin 
no  lern  lessn  2  keep  eye  on  G   not  man, world  etc 
Jo  with  us=sum  lern/sum  don't, may  kno  of  G  but 
advers  cum  A  seek  solv  by  self 
Jatan  plant  DOUBT      ;in  doubt  G  Ss  promises  made 
Aftr  DOUBT-DI  .TRUST*       ---        a  c 
Clllus  preacher.man  stateroom  A  distrust) 
This  tru  Doubt , Distrust  everl  includ  selves, 

but  J  supply  ansers  2  overcum=Js  say  Aeace  leave  U 
Isa  25: 5=Aead, explain  Peace, peace  A  no  mean  all  perf 
nuthin  Joy,plesur,sunshin 
>torm  cloud  thez  part  lif  but  G  say  midst  this  He 
impart  peac  canno  comprehend  unles  experience 
2  tim  convers  peop  try  ralig  as  last  resort 
ius  girl  &  "Cud  I  cum  and  talk  with  U?") 
Jxamp  of  H  >j>   8  made   irl  ask  me 

Am  in  lif  A  G  no  want  us  2B   o-Ao,or  horse 
We  no  on  me  ry  go  round 
G  want  our  eyes  on  Aim  &  wen  Up/Dwn  cum  can  o'cum 
thru  :-im 
giv  watchword-Phil  4:15=1  Jan  du  all  things  thru  Xp 
which  etrengtheneth  me. 
.  o  look  2  things, but  2  strength  Xp  knowing  He  work, 
work  in  us  if  let  Him 
Mus  B  wil  rely  His  guidanc  A  no  seek  own  way 
May  experienc  up /dwn  secular  lif  but  no  need  go 
up /dwn  spiritu  lif  bcuz  \i   giv  us  help,guid  thru 
Like  rr   Aaul  we  can  B  turn  in2  nother  pers  by  keep 
mind   fcay  on  G,&  by  know  can  o'cum  up/dwns  thru  Xp 
in  all  things  lif. 


"Only  Yo-Yos  And  Horses  Should  Go  Up  And  Down." 
Text:"  1  Samuel  10:6 

Jr-*ipture:  1  3amuel  #S  9:25  -  10:15 

(illustration  of  woman  marrying  man,  "ior  better  or  worse,"  &  "Just  as  he  is) 

How  unlike  the  general  rule  of  life,  in  that  we  can  see  where  other  people  need 

improvements  of  all  kinds  in  their  lives.   Aren't  we  quick  to  note,  ".lid  you  see 

she  she 

that  so  and  so  did  this  or  that?   Why  can't  itesy  change  the  way  fckay  acts?" 

Ask  the  average  person  if  he  is  satidfied  with  his  lot  in  life  and  you  will  get 
all  sorts  of,  "If  I  had  my  life  to  live  over  I  would  do  such  and  such."  Cr,  "It's 
too  bad  that  I  couldn't  have  gotten  into  this  work  sooner  in  life."   The  one  thing 
that  most  people  would  like  to  change  if  they  could  is  themselves.   everyone  at 
one  time  or  another  has  thought  and  will  think  how  nice  it  would  be  to  start 
over;  to  become  a  new  man  or  a  new  woman.   But  of  course  we  realize  that  this  is 
merely  a  mental  exercise  and  proves  nothing.  What  we  need  to  know  is  that  jod 
is  willing  to  take  us  right  at  this  point  in  life  and  work  with  us  in  our  present 
swte, 

Such  was  the  case  with  Saul  as  we  read  in  our  Scripture  for  this  morning. 
As  we  read  in  the  first  portion,  Saul  waa  anointed  by  .januel  as  the  first  king 
of  Israel.   Samuel  gives  Saul  instructions  to  go  to  the  "hill  of  G-od"  which  was 
probably  the  city  of  Geba  and  there  he  was  to  meet  a  band  of  prophets.   xufccxliH 
KfcangExfcfcafcxwxKxiHxtxkKxpiHSKxiH:  Saul  is  told  not  only  that  he  will  prophesy 
but  that  he  will,  "Be  turned  into  another  man."  He  was  going  to  become  a  new 
person.   A  new  identity  awaited  him.   Saul  came  from  a  family  that  was  of  little 
importance,  although  his  father  Jr^ish  was  probably  a  wealthy  man.   Prom  this  ob- 
scure beginning  he  arose  to  become  the  First  King  of  Israel.   ./hat  happened  once 
he  had  assumed  this  important  role?   We  see  that,  (read  vss  9  &  10).  He  was 
filled  with  the  Holy  spirit.   He  had  a  power  from  within  that  no  one  could  over- 
come.  So  Saul  went  forth  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord.   He  was  at  the  apex  of 
his  life.   J3ut  then  after  reigning  for  2  years  he  went  forth  to  do  battle  to 
overthrow  the  Philistines.   He  waited  for  7  days  for  Samuel  to  come  and  to 
perform  his  priestly  function.   But  Samuel  did  not  appear,  and  Saul  doubting 
that  he  would  appear  performs  the  ceremonial  sacrifice  before  going  into  battle. 
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?or  this  Saul  is  told  by  Samuel  that  his  kingship  is  to  be  taken  away  from  him/ 

;  this  point  then  Saul  is  down.   But  his  son  Jonathan  makes  a  bold  assault  on 
the  philistines  and  through  this  Israel  is  able  to  overcome  the  Philistines  at 
this  point  and  Gaul  is  up  again.   But  he  quickly  is  put  down  again  because  he 
had  ruled  that  no  one  should  eat  anything  that  day,  and  his  own  son  Jonathan 
ate  honey  following  the  battle  and  Gaul  would  have  had  him  put  to  death,  but  he 
was  rescued  from  Saul. 

It  is  then  that  we  read  that  Gaul  is  ordered  by  God  to  overthrow  the  --raalekites 
and  to  take  no  captives  nor  booty.   Saul  is  up  again,  and  goes  forth  into  bat- 
tle but  disobeys  God  and  takes  King  Agag  alive  as  well  as  sheep  and  oxen,   "or 
this  Jamuel  informs  Saul  that  his  kingdom  is  taken  away  from  him.   >o  ince 
again  Saul  is  down. 

.ul  couldn't  seem  to  learn  the  lesson  which  God  had  shown  not  only  to  him  but 
to  all  of  the  people  of  Israel.   They  were  to  keep  their  eyes  upon  God  and  not 

_ook  to  man,  or  the  world,  or  anything  which  would  turn  them  from  God.   But  you 
3ee  this  is  the  lesson  all  of  us  must  learn.   Unfortunately  some  do  and  some 
don't.   ,e  may  'mow  of  God  but  when  adversity  cones  into  our  lives  we  seek  to 
solve  it  in  our  own  <:t  length.   It  is  at  this  time  that  Satan  plants  doubts 
in  our  minds  and  we  begin  by  first  doubting  God  and  His  faithfulness  to  fulfill 
what  .Ue  has  promised  for  us.   Once  the  doubt  has  begin  to  set  in,  then  follows 
disobedience,  despair,  and  distrust. 

(Illus  preacher  and  man  sharing  stateroom  on  ship  and  distrust  of  each  other). 
This  is  very  ture  to  life  because  once  we  have  started  on  the  downward  spiral 
we  will  have  a  tendency  to  doubt  and  distrust  everything  and  everyone,  includ- 
ing ourselves.   But  God  has  supplied  the  answers  for  us  to  voercome  the  doubts 
that  will  put  us  down.   Jesus  Himself  tells  us,  "-eace  I  leave  with  you,  my 
peace  give  I  unto  you.   Hot  as  the  v/rold  giveth  give  I  unto  you.   Let  not  your 

'— ieart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid."   lata  can  know  and  have  this  pease 
if  we  are  willing  to  put  our  lives  in  God's  care  and  keeping.   Isaiah  the 
prophet  shares  this  with  us  in  the  26th  chapter  the  3rd  verse  when  he  said, 
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"Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace,  whose  mind  is  stayed  onThee:  because  he 
trust eth  in  Thee." 

-tie  original  Hebrew  reads,  "Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  peace,  peace,  whose  mind  is 
stayed  on  Thee." 

The  difference  being  that  the  peace  stated  here  is  a  perfect  peace.   This  doesn't 
mean  that  everyday  is  going  to  be  filled  with  nothing  but  noy  and  pleasure,  or 
sunshine  only.   Eaere  will  certainly  be  storm  clouds  of  turmoil  and  frustration 
for  these  are  a  part  of  everyday  life.   3ut  Cod  is  saying  that  even  in  the  midst 
of  conflict  and  turmiol  and  strife,  He  will  impart  a  peace  that  cannot  be  com- 
prehended unless  you  experience  it. 

Trom  tine  to  time  I  am  involved  in  conversations  with  people  concerning  the 
fears  and  frr.strritions  they  experience  in  their  lives.   Sometimes  some  of  these 
people  cone  out  of  an  almost  last  ditch  effort  to  do  something  about  their  lives. 
Phis  almost  always  says  to  me,  "Well,  I've  tried  everything  else,  maybe  I  ought 

to  try  a  little  religion  to  r.ee   what  nay  happen." 
H">t  too  long  ago 

i-fcxxsK&ntiy  a  young  lacy  came  to  church  and  worshiped  on  a  pa rticular  Bunds  ■' 

morning.  xsxxkHxtixJfeBSHHdxiHxthKXKatEiiiHJiT-cxkK  This  girl  haa  had  some  problems  in 
her  young  life  and  was  seeking  direction.   AKXstaaxtiscSaRHdxfeextkHx  './hen  she 
greeted  me  at  the  door  without  any  warning  she  asked  if  she  could  come  and  talk 
to  me.   ;,'e  ma^e  arrangements  for  her  to  do  so  and  when  she  c:me  into  my  office 
and  sat  down  she  began  by  stating,  "I  don't  know  where  to  begin.   My  life  seems 
to  be  messed  us  and  I  don't  know  where  to  turn."   After  asking  her  some  quest- 
ions, I  suggested  we  seek  to  get  the  spiritual  side  of  her  life  in  order  and 
then  try  to  deal  with  the  other  things.   Making  a  long  story  short,  she  accepted 
Christ  into  her  life  and  began  to  follow  a  prescribed  course  that  I  mapped  out 
for  her  and  her  life  has  begin  to  change  dramatically.   It  doesn't  mean  that  all 
of  her  problems  and  concerns  disappeared,  for  no  way  has  this  happened.   But  it 
does  mean  that  where  once  she  was  seeking  to  solve  her  problems  on  her  own,  she 
■^  now  doing  it  with  Cod's  strength  and  help.   But  the  really  interesting  thing 
of  all  of  this  is  the  fact  that  during  the  sermon  that  morning  she  sat  listen- 
ing and  arJCK  the  thought  cane  to  her  that  perhaps  she  should  speak  to  me  about 
her  problems,   -ind  then  she  argued  with  herself  that  it  would  do  no  E~ood. 


She  had  made  up  tier  nind  that  she  would  not  bother  to  ask  rae  and  when  she  greeted 
m  it   the  door  the  words,  "Can  I  talk  to  you  sometime,"  blurted  out  of  her  mouth, 
Here  you  can  see  the  evidence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  bringing  her  to  seek  what  'Sod 
wanted  for  her  life,   ohe  was  up  and  down  in  life  and  you  see  God  does  not  want 
us  to  he  like  "Yo  -  Yos,  or  horses  on  the  merry  go  round."   God  wants  us  to  have 
our  eyes  on  Him,  and  then  when  the  normal  ups  and  downs  of  life  come  we  can  over- 
come them  through  Him. 

Paul  gives  us  the  watchwords  for  our  lives  in  rhilippians  4:13,  "I  can  do  all 
things  through  Christ  who  strengtheneth  me."  But  we  need  to  be  careful  that  we 
don't  get  this  confused  and  get  our  eyes  on" things"  because  this  is  what  distract! 
so  many  people.   Our  strength  should  rest  in  Christ,  knowing  that  He  will  work 
a  work  in  us  if  we  let  Him.   "But  we  must  be  willing  to  rely  upon  His  guidance 
and  not  seek  our  own  way.   We  may  experience  our  ups  and  downs  in  life  as  far  as 
our  secular  lives  go,  but  we  do  not  need  to  be  going  up  and  down  spiritually  be- 
c   se  God  has  givenus  the  help  and  guidance  V;e  need  through  Christ.   Like  r-.ing 
Saul  we  can  be  turned  into  another  person  by  keeping  our  minds  stayed  on  God, 
and  by  knowing  that  we  can  overcome  all  ups  and  downs  through  Christy  in  all 
things  of  our  lives. 


St.  Paul's  United  Church  of  Christ 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fifth  Sunday  in  Eastertide         April  23.  1973 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  .Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Helen  Hilliard,  Karen  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Entree"  Dubois 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  69  "God  of  the  glorious  sunshine" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "Father,  too  often  we  have 
been  involved  in  a  meaningless  round  of  activities. 
All  of  this  has  kept  us  busy  but  has  brought  no 
satisfaction.   Forgive  us  for  being  self-centered, 
and  grant  us  new  strength  through  a  renewed  return  to 
your  will  for  our  lives.   In  Jesus'  name  we  pray.  Amen." 
•Kyrie         (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology  No.  551 
Scripture:  Job  10 

Highlights  of  St.  Paul's 
Call  to, Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory       "Adagio"  Dubois 

Anthem:    "It  is  a  Precious  Thing"  Peter 

Sung  by  Hob  and  Cyndie  Sybert  and  the  Chancel  Choir 
Sermon:     "Signs  of  the  Times:   Part  1  -  The  Disease" 
Sermon  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
Hymn  No.  £17   "Rock  of  Ages" 
Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Postlude        "Fugetta"  Dubois 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  William  Zavacky,  Sr.  in  memory  of  "Mother" 

Anna  Zavacky. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Klngsley,  Art  Carney  and  Gary  Penar. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Steve  Vargo  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Virginia  Mangel, 

Ellen  Master  and  Sherry  McClimans 
>  The  Congregational  Meeting  scheduled  for  this  evening 

will  be  delayed  one  week.  The  meeting  will  be 

next  week  at  7:00  in  order  to  get  more  bids  back. 
—^Vacation  Bible  School  Teachers  and  Workers  will  have 

their  meeting  on  May  7  at  7:00  P.M.   (Sunday  Evening) 
This  meeting  is  for  everyone  involved.  A  filmstrip  will 
be  shown.   Please  try  to  be  here  -  it  will  be  an 

The  Mother  and  Daughter  Banquet  will  be  coming  up 
May  10.   This  will  be  sponsored  by  the  Women's 
Fellowingship.  Ladies  bring  your  Mother,  daughter, 
or  friend. 
Walter  Harmon  and  Chuck  Penar  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  during  this  week. 
^•Hospitalised  -  /?uT//    PA*/*rr     fiMU**/f 
T,   Wed ■  26th  -  Hoard  of  Christian  Education  Meeting 
_  at  7:30  P.M. 

May  11  -  Butler  Fellowship  of  Churches  Dinner  -  In 

>  conjunction  with  this  Rev,  Link  will  be  on  VBVt 
(Speak  up)  -  April  28th  at  12:30  P.M.  with  Wayne 
Alderson  of  Pittron  and  this  will  be  explained. 

Our  Father,  we  seek  your  help.  We  are  powerless 

without  you.   We  thank  you  for  home  and  family,  but 
we  know  that  even  in  this  realm  we  are  not  quite  what 
we  should  be.  We  are  cross  at  times  and  we  treat 
others  of  our  families  badly.  We  know  that  we  should 
be  loving,  but  too  often  we  are  hateful.  Our  list  could 
go  on  and  on,  but  .you  know  what"e  are  ^^   what  ve   have 
done.  So  we  earnestly  pray  that  you  will  forgive 
us,  for  we  ask  it  in  Jesus'  name.   Amen. 
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["EMBER  7,  1997 i  AT  COMMUNITY  BIBLE  GHUUBH  SAGAMORE,  PA, 
■T'l  OF  V23/78  PREACHED  ST.  PAUL'S,  BUTLER 

"SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES:  THE  DIS1  ! 

KJUL]  IMAGINE  THAT  IN  ALMOST  ALL  CONGREGATIONS  IN  OUR  NATION,  AMD  PROBABLY  THROUGHOUT  THE 
WORLD  THE  NAME  OF  PRINCESS  DIANA  IS  BEING  USED  TODAY.   IN  "M  PROBABILITY,  DNS 

D  ON  HER  LIFE  AND  HER  TRAGIC  EEMJSB.  NOT  TO  B  ;"Y  OF 

THEM  I  INCLUDE  AT  THIS  POINT  A  REFERENCE  TO  THE  LATE  PRINCESS  DIANA. 

TT  I"  TRAGIC  THAT  SHE  LOST  HER  LIFT;  IN  SUCH  A  WAY  AT  SUCH  AN  EKRLY  AGE.   BUT  I  SUBMIT  TO  YOU 
THAT  HAD  SHE  NOT  BEEN  KIT'  ,  II  fAS  INEVITABLE  THAT  SHE  WOULD  DIE  TRAGICALLY  IN 

ANOTHER  WAY.   I  SAY  THIS  BECAUSE  DIANA  WAS  SUFFERING  FROM  A  VERY  DEADLY  DISEASE.   THE  DISEASE 
IS  NOT  ONE  WHICH  STRIKES  ROYALTY,  OR  FOR  THAT  MATTER  A  CERTAIN  CLASS  OF  PEOPLE.   INSTEAD  IT  IS  A 
DISEASE  THAT  MUCH  OF  THE  WORLD  TODAY  IS  SUFFERING  AND  INSTEAD  OF  SEEKING  THf"  CURE  FOR  IT,  Y\<  - 

ARE  DASHING  HEADLONG  INTO  IT  AND  I.  "'    LIVES  RE  WASTED  BY  IT.  THE  Dl!      US  I 

CALL  IT,  IS,  "WORLDLINESS" .  IT  IS  CURABLE  3UT       OPLE  INVOLVED  IN  IT  ARE  NOT  EV 

:  SUFFERING  FROM  IT.   THE  REASON  IS  SIMPLY  THAT  IT  IS  ONLY  ONE  OF  THE  "SIGNS  OF  THE 

I." 
PEOPLE  TODAY  ARI       ""  AND  BEFUDDI  MANY  OF  THEM  DO  NOT  KNOW  WHERE  TO  TURN.   T"IS 

IS  BECAUSE  THE  PEOPLE  WHO  CAN  LIFT  PEOPLE  FROM  THESE  •:  tLENT  AND  I  FAULT 

CHURCH  FOR  THIS.   THOSE  WITHIN  THE  CHURCH  ARE  NOT  SPEAKING  OUT  AGAINST  THF  RAMPANT  WORLDLINESS 
THAT  HAS  SWEPT  ACROSS  OTTp  NATION,  AMD  THE  WORLD.  WE  "PING  OUR  KKXEX  HANDS  AND  CRY  OUT,  "HOW  CAN  II 

■  ,T  WORSE?"  THE  WORLD  DOESN'T  WANT  TO  HEAR  CD  KNOW  THAT  WE  ARE  LIVING  IN  THE  END  TIMES. 
IN  EAST,  IF  YOU  EVEN  MENTION  THAT  IN  SOME  CIRCI  '•'.':  YOU  ARE  THOUGHT  OF  AS  SOME  SORT  OF  KOOK,  OR  A 
PREACHER  OF  GLOOM  AND  ^roM .  WHY  JUST  LOOK  AT  HOW   N   FUL  THINGS  *RE!   THF  STOCK  MARKET  CON- 
TINUES TO  SOAP  VV^PY   DAY  AND  EVERY  WEEK  IT  IS  BETTER:  UNEMPLOYMENT  IS  AT  AN  ALL  TT!      ■   WE 
HAVE  MOPE  OE  EVERYTHING:  AND  NEVER  IN  CUP  NATION'S  HISTROY  HAS  EVERYTHING  BEEN  QUITE  THIS  GOOD. 

BUT  WHAT  DO  WE  SEE  AS  THE  RESULTS  OF  ALL  OE  THIS?  CRIME  IS  AT  ALL  TIME  HIGH:  COR  PRISONS  CAMNCT 
HOLD  THE  PRISONERS,  SO  WE  RE1FASE  MANY  OF  THEM  AHEAD  OF  TIME  AND  THEY  COMMIT  OTHFR  CRIMES  ALL 
OVER  AGAIN:  TH1  JS,  RAPES,        ,   ERIKES,  FAMILY  PROBLEMS, 

THE  CLIMBING  DIVORCE  RATE:  THE  OVERWHELMING  MAJORITY  OF  SINGLE  MOTH  ERS,  FATHERLESS  CHILDREN, 
AND  ON  AND  ON. 

IN  PREVIOUS  TO  OUR  SCRIPTURE  FOR  THIS  MORNING  JESUS  WAS  ADDPESSING  NOT  ONLY  HIS  IMMEDIATE  DIS- 
CIPLES, BUT  MANY  OTHERS  WHO  WERE  SIMPLY  CALLED  "HIS  DISCIPLES."   AT  THE  20TH  VERSE  WE  BEGIN 
READING  WHAT  IS  LUKE'S  VERSION  OF  THE  BEATITUDES.  HE  POINTS  OUT  THAT  THOSE  WHO  ARE  POOR  ARE 
BLESSED,  AND  ARE  A  PART  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD,  VERSE  20.   THE  WORE  "BLESSED"  MEANS  "HAPPY." 
SO  TT  SHOULD  READ,  "HAPPY  BE  YE  POOR."  NOW  THIS  DOESN'T  MEAN  THAT  A  FER30N  IP  SUPPOSED  TO  BE 
HILARIOUS  IN  THE  MIDST  OF  POVEPTY.   HE  IS  SAYING  THAT  A  "POOR  PERSON,"  OP  ONE  WITHOUT  ALL  OF 
THINGS  OF  PHE  WORLD  IS  "BLESSED,"  OR  "HAPPY,"  IN  THE  SENSE  THAT  PERSON  DOESN'T  HAVE  TO  WORRY 
^_  .-!'"  WORLDLY  GOODS  BEIN  TAKEN  FROM  HIM.   HE  DOESN'T  HAVE  ALL  OF  rip:  CARES  A  WORLDLY  FMRSON 
HAS . 
THEN  JSEUS  GOES  ON  TO  ADD  A  FEW  WOBE  "HAPPYS"  TO  THAT  LIST  IN  VERSES  21  and  22.   THEN  IN  VERSE 


23  JESUS  ADDS  THAT  UNDER  THESE  CIRCUMSTANCES  A  PERSON  SHOULD  LEAP  FOR  JOY  BECAUSE  THIS  TYPE  OF 

"ON  IS  INCLUDED  IN  (TOD'S  PLAN  AND  GOD  HAS  REWARDS  FOP  THOSE  WHO  BELONG  TO  HIM. 
THEN,  IN  THE  NEXT  3  VERSES,  JESUS  POINTS  OH"  5CM  "WOES".   TB        »OE"  AS  IT  IS  USED  HERE, 

D  IN  OTHER  PORTIONS  OF  SCRIPTURE  MEANS,  "JUDGMENT"  OR,  "DAMNATION."  LOOK  AT  THE  LIST! 
"JUDGEMENT,"  OR  "DAMNATION"  TO  THOSE  WHO  ARE  RICH.  JESUS  SAY        !AVE  RECEIVED  THEIR  CON- 
SOLATION RIGHT  HERE  ON  EARTH.   THEY  HAVE  USED  THEIR  MEANS  TO  BUY  AND  SELL,  AND  TO  GET  MODE. 
"JUDGEMENT,"  OR,  "DAMNATION"  TO  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  MORE  THAN  ENOUGH  TO  EAT  AND  WASTE  WHAT  THEY  DO 
HAVE,  FOR  THERE  'JILL  BE  A  TIME  WHEN  THL'Y  ARE  HUNGRY  AND  WILL  NOT  GET  SATISFIED.   THIS  MEANS  NOT 
SO  MUCH  A  PHYSICAL  HUNGER,  BUT  A  SPIRITUAL  HUNGER  THAT  WON'T  BE  SATISFIED.  '  "-JUDGEMENT,"  OR, 
DAMNATION"  TO  THOSE  WHO  SEEM  TO  HAVE  EVERYTHING  GOING  FOR  THEM.   THEY  ARE  SEEMINGLY  CARE-FREE, 
ENJOYING  LIFE  TO  ITS  FULLEST,  LAUGHING,  PARTYING,  CARRYING  ON  WITHOUT  A  CARE  OR  CONCERN  IN  THE 
WORLD.   THESE  PEOPLE  WILL  "MOURN  AND  VEEP."   CAN  YOU  PICTURE  THL  EVENTS  OF  THESE  PAST  FEW  DAYS 
HERE?   THE  RICH,  ROYALTY,  SEEMINGLY  HAPPY,  CAREFREE,  WELL-FED,  NO  CARES,  CONCERNS  OP  WORRYS. 
SAID  AT  ANOTHER  TIME,  "AS  YE  SOW,  SO  -HAIL  YE  REA  '."  LIFE  IS  MORE  THAN  FUN  AND  GAMES. 
THEN  JESUS  CLOSES  THIS  SECTION  OE  SCRIPTURE  WITH  THE  WORDS  OF  VERSE  26.   IF  ALL  MEN  CAN  SPEAK 

'■'■■   '"  WE  HAVEN'T  RUMPLED  ANY  FEATHERS!  WE  HAVEN'T  BEEN  LIVING  THE  COMMITTED* LIFE,  AS 
LIVE  OUR  DAY  TO  PAY  LIVES,  IF  WE  STRIVING  TO  LIVC'  A  CHRISTIANS        RE  THOSE         'OING  TO 
TAK!       rOM  TO  '"  :  DO.   BUT  IF  ALL  PEOPLE  CAN  ONLY  PRAISE  US  AS  WALKING  ANGELS, 

ROUBLE.  SO  BOW  EG  WE  HANDLE  THIS?  WE  NEED  TO  LOOK  AT  THE  SIMPLE  PARARL^  JESUS 
FORTH  IN  ORIS  MORNING'S  SCRIPTURE  LESSON. 
US  GIVES  US  TOO  EXAMPLES  HERE.   THE  ONE  IS1  OF  THE  PERSON  WHO  HEARS  AND  OBEYS,  AND  THE 

OTHER  IS  THE  PER. [EAR  AND  WHO  DISOBEYS.  LET'S  L  OK  AT  THE  DISOBEDIENT  HEARER  FIRST. 

LOOK  AT  IT  AGAIN  AS  WE  READ  IT  IN  THE  <+Qth  VERSE  OF  THIS  CHAPTER.  THE  PERSON  WHO  HEARS  AND 
NOT  OBEY  IS  BUILDING  THEIR  HOUSE  ON  WEAK  AND         DAND,   IF  THERE  IS  NO  FOUNDATION 
■<   THE  BUILDING,  IT  CANNOT  WITHSTAND  THE  STORMS  WHICH  WILL  BEAT'  AGAINST  IT.  '   '"' 
WHAT  KIND  OF  FOUNDATION  WAS  DIANNA'S  LIFE  BUILT  ON?  FROM  WHAT  I  HAVE  SEEN'  AND "HEARD,  SHE  DIDN'T 
KNOW  JFSUS  CHRIST  AS  HER  SAVIOR,  OR  IF  SHE  DID  SHE  DIDN'T  LIVE  LIKE  IT.   I  HEARD  ANOTHER  ARABIAN 
FRTEND  OF  HERS  TELLING  THAT  SHE  WAS  FASCINATED  BY  EASTERN  RELIGIONS  AND  BELIEVED  IN  RE-TNCARNATION. 
HE  SAID  THAT  SHE  WOULD  COME  BACK  AS  A  BETTER  KKSSK  PERSON . IN  ANOTHER  LIFE.   THIS  IS  NOT  THE 
TEACHINGS  OF  CHRISTIANITY.   BUT  SHE  WAS  TYPICAL  OE  SO  MUCH 'OF  THE  WOFLD,  BUYING,  ACCUMULATING 
MORE  AND  MORE,  DESIRING  «  'TONS  AND  TRINKETS  AND  BAUBLES 

R.   A  MAN  NAMED  MICHAEL  SANDERS  TELLS  OF  A  CAMPING  EXPERIENCE  HE  AND  HIS  FAMILY 
HAD  IN  MISSOURI .  ..■■.... 

{IT LUSTRATION  OF.  MICHAEL  SANDERS  CAMPING  TRIP  WITH  HIS  FAMILY  ANT  DOG) 
'•HAT  ARE  YOU  GOING  TO'  DO  TE  YOU  O-AN  ACCUMULATE  OR  BUY  EVERYTHING  YOUR  LITTLE  HEART  DESIRES? 

'ID,  "HAT  SHALL  IT  PROFIT  A  MAN  IF  BE  .GAINS  THE  WHOLE  WORLD  AND  LOSES  HIS  SOUL."  THERE 
IS^NOTHING  '       '"'  HAVltfG  NICE  THING",  OR  NICE'  CLOTHES :,  OR  GOOD  FOOD.  RUT  HOW  MANY  SHIRTS  CAN 

.;■  -v  piME?  <jp.,<  tMANY  MEALS  CAN  YOU  EAT  AT.  ONE  TIME?  WHAT  ARE,  QUR  PRIORITIES  IN  LIFE? 
' —  •  t 

THENXJIXXHSXIKTESXRFXTHFXFFJtS!-  .  PEOPLE  CANNOT  SAY  IN  THIS  PAY  AND  AGE  THEY,  ABE  NOT,  HEARING  THE 
"  PHINGS  FOR  THEIR  LIVES.   EVERYDAY  THERE  ARE  MANY  PREACHER.-  ON  THP  RADIO  PREACHING  THE' 
PEL.   AN;      "  IRE  MANY  PREACHERS  ON  TELEVISION  DOING  THE  SAME.  T       ,"•  IS  BEING 


PREACHED  BUT  FOR  MANY  THEY  DON'T  WANT  TO  HEAR  AMr  .10  THEY  PASS  IT1  BY.     JESUS  RAYS  THIR  PERSON  IS 
LIKE  W  MAN  WHO  HEARS   AN:  "-R.      MANY  TIMES  HE  WOULD  END  HIS   DISCOURSE  WITH  TH 

"If'  HAS  EAR,':  TO  HI       .    I  ;'."      BUT  HUT     ]  '   OUT,    Tr  A  PERSON 

wTHOUT  A  FOUNDATION    I  p  I,TFT;  OVERTAKE  THAT  PERSON,   HIS  L]  CRLD  COLLAPSES 

AND  FALLS   APART.  NG  TO  HOLD  ON  TO,   SOMETHING  THAT  WILL  SUSTAIN  US  WHEN  THE  STORKS 

OF  LIFE  OVERSOME  IIS   AS  THEY  DO  IN  ALL  OF  DUE   LIVES.      AND  JUST  WHAT  IS  THAT?     JESUS  EXPLAINS  IT 
IN  VERSES  k?  n«<J  kS.     THE   SECRET  IS   "THEPERSON  WHO  HEARS  HIS  WORM  AND  DOES  THEM."     THAT  MAN  HAS 
A  FIRM  FOUNDATION  TO  HRLP  HIM  WITHSTAfi  ROBLEMS   AND  TROUBLE':   OF  LIFE. 

(TIT1  "  OF  LITTLE  WY  FALLING   DOWNSTAIRS   BECAUSE  HE  DIDN'T  HAVE  HIS  "HANDHOLDER") 

ANTS   TO  BE  OUR   HANDHOLDER   THROUGHOUT   ALL  OF  LIFE.  J   HAND  IN   LIFE    WE   IN 

DEATH.      HE  TELLS  US   I  3th   PSALM,    "CALL  UPON  ME  IN  THE  DAY   OF  ;    1      m         I  [VEB 

IHEE,        '    THOU  SHALT  GLORIFI  MB."     HE  [  TO  HIM  BECAUSE  IN   REALIT 

FIRST  REACHING   OFT  TO  US.      AND  WITH  OUR  HAND  FIRMLY  CLASPED  IK   THE   HAND  OF  THE   ALMIGHTY  THERE 
1^  NOT  A   FORCE  OR  POWER   01  '   ^HAT  CAN   PULL  US   APART. 


- 


Ti3  Of  The  Times:  The  Disease" 
Job  10:18-19;  Scripture:  Job  10 

~ind  sed  2  import  me 3 sags  Apr;2day  1st/no  Jcuz  I  pr 

.or   stat  flux  all  nats/peop  '-■  sik  lik  afflict  with 
uni-jraal  disease, 

few  yr  ago  musical=Stop  Wprl  I  want  2  get  off" 
:   =s  feel  many  peop, so  Bfudl,J3wild  events  aroun  us 
many  wud  gladly  giv  anythin  2  hav  peac, quiet 
Job  such  a  man, read  1st  chap  wat  man  he  was=1:1-3 
welthy  Byon  compar,but  Blong  2  G=1:1b  Ss  5 
G  tel  .jatan  bout  Job=1:8,A  oat  mak  barg  with  G  bou 
Job  &  G  let, but  no  kill 
Job  lose, f am, frends, prop, possess  , health,0,  he  brol:  man 
Thus  cum  2  jcrip  this  AM  &  he  lament  A  say  vss  18-19 
J3  I  B0EN?  Many  peop  say  same  2day,Woy  G  afflic 
Why  me  &   not  him?  But  U  G  it  SIGH  'I!  ESn 

U  &  I  hear  peop  Bay,"WHEH  WIL  IT  ALL  END7  THING 
BAD  CUD  HO  GE      ,read  news , radio, kil, steal  etc 
But  Ik  this  2  way  &  1  is  worldly  scientif  scholar  eye 
other  is  2  Ik  thru  G's  iord  &  2day,nex  wk  do  this 
1=  ;tart  begin=Mt  24;Js  cum  2  Jeru  lalm  Gun, explain 
Tues,Wed,B4  arrest  expl  1-14 
Do  we  not  hear  8s  0  of  earthquak,famin,pestil  alarm  .{a 
usn't  this  giv  us  paus  2  pondr  wat  it  mean? 
Ther  thoz  scof, sneer  wen  preach  say  liv  LA     DAYS 
I  wilingly  risk  scof , sneer , but  nol  can  convinc  me 
we  not  liv  LATTR  DAYG,days  preceed  RAFTOB  of  CHUE 
Js  say=vs  12  &   this  fulfil  2day=in  church  &  in  peop 
Peter  writ  2  Xpians  2  strengthen  them  Ss  2nd  Peter 
tell  of  ;atter  days  Ss  3rd  chap  expound  wat  Js  say  12 
I  5:1-4- Apostacy  Ilaul,A'etr,Js  uredict  & 
this  happn  2day  ■'"-='  'HE       A  of  "3IGN3  OF  THE  TI; 
1  .s  teach  no  spok  or  tol  many  ch  Bcuz  no  want  scare 
pVop 
V/e  2  enlighten  2  Bliev  anythin  canno  B  prov  or  seen 
G  is  G  of  luv  Sc  4giv,4get  anythin  Jus  try  liv  rt 
But  betr  kno  G  same  G  promis  Isites  His  wrath  wen 
disobey  A  do  own  thing  A  will  punish  us  as  well 
G  is  luv, but  He  want  us  accpt  [is  free  luv  giv  2  us, 
Ss  hav  us  liv  His  way  A  not  our  own 
■orl  rampan  with       A,unBlief, immoral  A  all  sin 
.  hru  it  all  G  stil  proms  2  thoa  who  follo-GA 
UPOM  ME  IH    ;        'KGUB:I  wIJ  ujSLIVH  TH  !  I, 
THOI  5HALT  GLORUT  ME  Is  50:15 
Ee  prom  tho  surroun  by  Disease  yet  overcum  thru  Him 
(Illus  litl  boy  fall  dwn  step  A  lose  handholder) 

Ls  -at  G  want  4  us,2hol  our  hand  in  lif/deth 
He  w<._.t  us  2  reach  out, Bcuz  He  reach  1st  2  us, 
I  ask-Som  8:55;  he  anser  8:37-39  8s  this  shud  3  our 
strength  in  midst         0  '  the  A      f   THB  TI 


"Signs  Of  The  Times:  Tart  1  -  The  Disease" 
Text.  Job  10:19 
Scripture:  Job  10 

On  faster  Sunday  I  announced  that  the  last  two  Sundays  of  April  I  would  share 
with  you  two  messages  which  could  be  the  nost  important  messages  you  may  ever 
hear.   But  I  must  add  again,  not  because  1  am  preaching  them,  but  because  of  the 
content  of  the  messages  themselves. 

The  world  today  is  in  a  state  of  flux  in  all  nations  and  among  all  people.   The 
"Signs  Of  The  Times,"  are  such  that  we  see  the  world  sick  much  like  it  h  s  teeen 
afflicted  with  a  universal  disease.   ieveral  years  -go  a  musical  appeared  on 
broadway  entitled,  "Stop  The  World,  I  Want  To  Get  Off."   We  may  think  of  this  as 
being  rather  amusing,  but  it  expresses  the  feeling  of  so  many  people  today.   He 
have  come  to  a  point  in  our  lives  where  we  are  so  befuddled,  and  bewildered  by 
the  events  all  around  us  that  many,  many,  people  would  gladly  give  ±£  anything 
to  have  peace  and  quiet. 

J  %  was  just  such  a  man.   V.Fe  read  in  the  first  chapter  of  Job  tiust  what  sort  of 
man  he  was,  (read  chapter  1,  vss  1  to  3.  Looking  at  his  life  from  the  stand- 
point of  material  goods  and  possessions,  he  was  wealthy  beyond  compare.   But 
along  with  this  Job  was  a  man  who  belonged  to  God,  vs  1b,  vs  5. 
We  know  from  later  events  that  Satan  appeared  before  God  and  God  told  him  about 
Job,  (read  1:8).  Satan  then  makes  a  bargain  with  God  that  he  will  take  every- 
thing from  Job  and  that  Job  will  end  up  cursing  G0d.   God  agrees  to  this  msijc 
with  the  stipulation  that  Satan  cannot  take  Job's  life,   ao  Job  is  afflicted. 
He  loses  his  wife,  his  sons,  daughters,  his  cattle,  property,  everything  is  taken 
from  him  including  his  health.   He  is  a  broken  man.  It  appears  as  though  all  of 
the  world  is  against  him  and  as  we  read  in  the  iOth  chapter  of  Job  this  morning, 
he  laments  his  very  life.   (Read  and  interpret  10:1-17).   He  says,  "Why  was  I 
born?",  vs  18-19.   He  adds,  "let  me  die  and  go  to  my  grave,"  vss  20-22. 

|  cry  and  lament  of  Job  is  much  like  so  many  people  today.  "Why  was  I  ever 
born?"  rfhflt  did  I  do  to  deserve  this?  Why  is  God  afflicting  me  while  so  and 
so  seems  to  get  by  with  no  problems?"  But  you  see,  it  is  the  "Sign  Of  The  EimesS 


-2- 

I  hear  from  people  all  of  the  tins,  and  I  am  sure  you  do  as  well,  who  say,  "I 

1   der  where  it  is  all  goin;:;  to  end,   Things  are  so  had  now  I  don't  see  how 

of  it 
they  can  get  any  worse."  ,Je   read.in  the  papers,  and  see  it  on  the  news  about 

bombings  and  murders,  kidnappings,  muggings,  rapes,  unrest,  strikes,  family  prob- 
lems, the  climbing  divorce  rate,  suicides,  and  all  other  sorts  of  things  that 
threaten  to  blow  our  very  minds  if  there  is  no  relief  from  it  soon. 
But  as  there  are  two  ways  to  look  at  all  of  this.   One  is  through  the  eye  of  the 
world  striving  to  interpret  it  in  a  scholarly  and  scientific  light.   The  other  is 
to  loo":  at  it  through  God's  Word.   3?o  understand  it  core  fully  perhaps  we  need 
to  say  that  this  week  we  are  looking  at  the  "Signs  Of  The  Tines:  Tart  1  -  The 
Disease,"  and  next  week  we  will  be  looking  at  ".art  2  -  The  Cure." 

when  we  look  at  the  "  iigns  (  f  The  Times,"  through  the  ./ord  of  £od  we  must 
first  start  at  the.  beginning.  Jesus  had  cone  into  Jerusalem  and  had  been  hailed 
as  3e  thnt  came  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  On  tuesday  or  Wednesday  of  that  week 
I  'ore  He  was  arrested  and  taken  fffU  trial,  He  had  gone  into  the  Temple  again 
and  had  come  out.   We  read  and  see  this  in  Matthew  24.   :{±s::^:xsE±|!iss::askxter3i 

read  that  His  disciples  came  to  Him  to  show  ilim  the  buildings  of  the  Temple, 
vs  1 .   .'his  probably  means  that  they  remarked  akmiEt  about  the  beauty  of  the 
Temple,  and  this  is  what  Luke  tells  us  in  the  21st  chapter  of  his  Sospel.   Tut 
Jesus  remark's,  (read  vs  2),  and  He  was  probably  making  reference  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  Temple  which  took  place  in  70AD.  They  went  to  the  uount  of 
Olives  and  sat  there  upon  the  slppes  and  the  disciples  began  to  question  Him 
about  -lis  return  because  they  had  heard  Him  tell  of  His  kingdom  to  come,   ^o 
Jesus  begins  to  explain  this  to  them.   First,  He  gives  them  the  signs  Of  fhe 
Times,"   so  they  will  be  able  to  recognize  them.   They  are  recorded  for  us  so 
that  we  may  have  an  understanding  of  what  will  take  place  in  the  latter  days. 
(Head  vss  4-14,  and  explain).   Then  Jesus  goes  on  to  tell  about  the  Tribulation 

„-iod  which  is  to  follow.   How  what  Jesus  is  talking  about  here  is  what  is 
called  the  "Rapture."   .;e  shall  go  into  more  detail  next  week  about  this  aspect 
of  it,  and  I  would  like  us  to  look  at  the  some  of  the  things  Jesus  has  said 
which  would  happen.   Oan't  we  see  and  say  that  the  times  we  live  in  lack 
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discription?   Do  we  not  see  and  hear  of  earthquakes,  famines,  pestilences  and 
forth  at  an  alarming  rate?   Doesn't  this  give  us  pause  to  ponder  just  what 
all  of  this  means?  There  are  those  who  scoff  and  sneer  when  a  preacher  raises 
the  point  of  living  in  the  "latter  days,"  Pnd  I  willingly  risk  your  scoffing 
and  sneering  at  this,  but  no  one  can  convince  me  we  are  not  lining  in  the 
"Latter  Days,"  or  the  days  immediately  preceerting  then. 

But  one  further  point  which  Jesus  made  and  is  in  evidence  today  is  a  fulfill- 
ment of  some  of  His  words,   ,/e  read  this  in  vs  12.  The  world  has  plunged  into 

the  worst  of  sin  in  all  places  and  areas  of  life,  including  the  church.   And  the 

has  either  gradually  or 
love  of  many  for  that  which  was  Godly  and  right  j±x  suddenly  turned  cold. 

Peter,  feks  one  of  the  closest  disciples  to  Jesus  wrote  two  letters  to  Christians 

to  strengthen  them  in  their  walk  with  the  Lord,   '..'he  second  letter  tells  of  the 

latter  days.   In  the  3rd  chapter  Peter  expounds  this  very  thing  which  Jesus 

said  in  the  12th  verse  of  Matthew  24. 

ead  vss  1-4).   'This  is  the  apostacy  that  has  heen  Dredicted  would  come  about 
by  both  I-eter  and  Paul,  and  Jesus  Himself.   Ms  is  what  is  happening  today, 
and  is  the  "disease"  involved  in  the  "Signs  Of  The  Times."  This  is  a  teaching 
that  is  not  being  spoben  of,  or  told  in  many  congregations  because  we  have  be- 
come too  enlightened  to  believe  this  type  of  nonesense  which  can't  be  proven 
scientifically.   Besides  that,  we  may  scare  someone  and  God  doesn't  want  any- 
one xsxr&H  scared  because  He  is  a  God  of  love  and  will  forgive  and  forget  any- 
thing.  But  what  we  better  know  is  that  b£h  the  saraa  God  who  promised  His  wrath 
upon  the  Israelites  if  they  disobeyed  Him  and  did  their  own  thing,  is  the 
same  God  who  will  punish  those  who  refuse  His  free  offer  of  love  today.  We 
better  know  and  believe  that  God  is  love,  but  He  wants  us  to  do  things  in  His 
way  and  not  our  own. 
The  world  and  life  is  rampant  with  the  "Disease"  of  unbelief,  immorality,  and 

_n  of  all  kinds.  But  through  it  all  God  still  promises  to  lead  and  direct  and 
love.   He  still  promises  to  those  who  will  follow,  "Call  upon  Me  in  the  day  of 

trouble:  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  He."  (Ps  50:15).   ne  prom- 
ises that  although  we  may  be  surrounded  by  the  "Disease "  of  the  Signs  Of  The 
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Times,"  yet  we  can  overcome  it  through  Him.   He  promises  that  the  world  shall 

t  overcome  us,  hut  instead,  we  shall  overcome  the  world. 

(Illustration  little  hoy  falling  down  stairs  and  losing  "His  handholder" ) 

This  is  what  G-md  wants  to  he  for  us,  the  one  who  holds  our  hand  in  life  and  in 

death.  He  wants  us  to  reach  out  to  Him  because  in  reality  He  is  first  reaching 

out  to  us.  ;ind  with  our  hand  firmly  clasped  in  the  hand  of  almighty  God  there 

CA*> 
is  not  a  force  or  power  on  earth  th.aty.pull  us  apart,   listen  to  what  Paul  states 

in  the  8th  chapter  of  his  letter  to  the  Homans ,  (read  vs  35).   'i^hen  he  answers 

his  questions  with  the  affirmative  answers,  (read  vss  37-39).   -his  should  be 

our  strength  as  well  in  the  midst  of  the  "Disease,"  of  the,  *Si$gs  of  The  Times.' 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHUHCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Sixth  Sunday  in  Eastertide      April  30,  1978 
The  Rev*  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  an 
Mrs,  Cyfidie  Sybert  -  Youth  Choir  Director 
Helen  Milliard,  Karen  Pfafee  -  Acolytes 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude       "Sonota  II"  Mendelssohn 

Call  to  Worship    "Jesus  Jesus"        Youth  Choir 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.  43  "When  morning  gilds  the  skies" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "Gracious  God,  our  FAther,  we 
know  that  the  Home  is  where  the  heart  is,  but  too  often 
we  confess  aur  desire  to  be  elsewhere.   We  treat  our 
homes  as  merely  a  place  to  come  to  when  we  have  no  where 
else  to  go*   We  ask  forgiveness  for  the  times  we  have 
spread  dissention  at  home  instead  of  peace;  for  hatred 
instead  of  love;  for  misery  instead  of  joy*   Let  us  be 
more  thankful  for  what  we  have  and  less  envious  of  the 
things  of  our  neighbors.   Help  us  to  build  bur  homes 
upon  that  solid  rock  foundation  which  can  withstand  the 
storms  of  life,  even  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord*   In  His 
name.   Amen.'" 
*?rayer  Response  -  "Corporate  Prayer11  -  Youth 
'Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

'0  Lord  open  our  lips 

And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
551 

Matthew  25:  1-13 
"0  Lord,  turn  not  Thy  face  away" 


♦Pastor: 
♦People: 
♦Doxology   No. 
Scripture : 
Hymn  No*  213 


♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith 
♦Gloria  Fatri 
Call  to  Prayer 


(Apostles'  Creed) 


Pastor 
People 
Pastor 


The  Lord  be  with  you 
And  with  thy  spirit. 
Let  us  Pray 


Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
WV^'s  Who  in  the  Pew 
L  firing 


Offertory      "Meditation"  Massenet 

Baptism  of  Child;   Timothy  Paul  Vensel  -  Son  of 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ronald  Vensel. 


Anthem: 
Sermon: 


Sermon  Solo: 


> 


Pass  It  On"   Kurt  Kaiser   -  Youth  Choir 
"Signs  Of  The  Times: 
Part  2  -  The  Cure" 

"The  King  is  Coming"    Bill  Gaither 
Sung  by  Lloyd  Link 
Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Postlude         "Joy" 
---------  *Congregation  Standing  —  -  -  -  -  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr,  &   Mrs,  William  Pflugh  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Mike  Nazaruk. 

Gottlob  Kradel,  Roy  Andrews,  James  McClymonds. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Howard  Bolara  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Mrs.  Gloria 

Walker  and  JoAnn  Nagy. 
Hospitalised:   Mrs.  Nellie  Hughes,  Lonnie  Rensel . 

Mrs.  Eleanor  McWilliams  -  Baseline  Hospital  -  Grove 
r-City.   Mr.  Roy  Andrews  -  Citizens  Gen.  Hos.  -  New  Ken. 
Mary  Lou  Davis  and  Norma  Knauer  will  be  visiting  the 

hospital  this  coming  week. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  195. 
Tonight  -  7:00  -  Congregational  Meeting  -  The  bids 

are  in  and  will  be  presented. 
Today  -  3:00  -  St.  John's  -  Meridian  -  All  those  who 

visited  other  churches  and  other  interested  people" 

can  attend. 
Next  Sunday  -  May  7  -  Paul  Westcoat,  Penn  West  Confer- 
ence Minister  will  be  here  at  2:30  P.M.  All  interested 

can  attend, 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Church  Council  Meeting 
Thurs.  -  Newsletter  will  be  published  and  please  have 

all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
Next  Sunday  -  May  7-7:00  P.M.  -  Vacation  Bible 

School  Meeting.  A  filmstrip  will  be  shown.  Please 

try  to  be  hire   -  it  is  an  important  meeting.  This 

Meeting  is  for  everyone  involved. 

May  7  -  2-5  "An  Open  Door"  at  Butler  Co.  Comm.  College. 
May  7  -  3  -  Classical  music  at  First  English  Lutheran  Ch. 


:  Signs  Of  'The  limes:  I  art  2  -  The  Cure" 
Text:  1  Thess  5:2;  Scripture:  Ht.  25:1-13 

Last  wk  spok  prt  1=Disease,all  worl  afflic 
2dr"  prt  2=Cure  4  Signs  Of  Times 
±,l    _ip:  looked  at  worl  cond  get  wors,sors  Ss  despair, 
futilty  condit  ecus,?:-,  looked  at  wat  G's  Word  had 
s  plans  and  ansers  2  all  thi3. 
On~a  cert  day  in  histry  event  will  shake  entir  worl 
So  supernat  words  wil  no  describ, 
cud  3  2day,2morow,next  yr,  etc  4  no1  know  cept  G 
(Illus  eye  witness  driver, Tv  newsman  etc) 
report  lik  this  cum  from  all  media, but  if  U  hear 
C,U  wil  hav  missed  the  actual  event  if  in  our  liftime 

Js  say  this  Jcrip  UMSxegete  Scrip 
5  Virgins=ch  mems ,individs , other  5=incompl  ch  mem,ind 

5  preped,5  no  prep:  Bridegroom- Js ,&  Bride=Church 
Vs  1J=B  alert , watch, cud  B  2day,2morow  etc 

This  called  RAPTUR-snatch  out, 2  take  away  &  1nce  agi 
talk  sunthin  peop  no  want  Bliev,or  face  Bcuz  unBliev 

6  eerie 

Consider:  steamboat , telephone, records  tapes,Tv 
Walk  on  moon  July  20,  1969=saw, heard, 1st  hand 
Is  this  mor  Blievble  than  cuming  Js  Xp? 
If  say  impossib,sed  this  about  all  others  2  &  yet 
vie   saw  many  impossibs  cum  2  pass  our  liftime 
Explain :Raptur  precede  7  yr  Trib=Biblical 

3  remov, Caved, Born  Again  from  worl  34  Tribulati 
jcrip  pt  2  Js  coming=1st  Jn  14:2-5 
Acts  1:9-11 

postle  Paul  1st  Thessa  tecftx§  4:13-5=2 
ibcegete:  Trecede/^revent ;V  trumpets  isites'Aiove  out 
Vs  2,compar  2  wat  Js  sed  Bcrip  this  AM  bout  Virgins 

; ..  IS  THE  CU  IE  fC  I   THE  DI  JIBBE 

' 

IS  2B  Pfi  4  n.,  ;  COMING 

OP  JS  XP.  23  FREPE   A  !  tt  HTLL   M       C  WE  R  IB 
A  PRO]  58  8  ILATIONSHH       U$. 

I  ,:  3)  2  'HE  KIN  !  JAIN 

N01  A  CUM 

BUT  EH   1  1   UNO  V/AAA  1  YATT  IS  THAT  THE 

KING  IS  30MING  Lloyd  sings  solo 

Ho  you  know  that  if  Jp  wer  2  cum  2day  UA  redcy? 

Ther  B  several  things  I  wud  ask  U2  considr  2day, 
1st  hav  U  accpted  Him  as  Ar      ■.  v?  Do  U  kno  this? 
2nd  hav  U  perhaps  bakslidden  8c  need  2  cum  A  rededica^t 

urself ? 
Aon*   B  concern  for  hus,wif,they  cannot  go  2  heav4U 
Gargb-Jo  mak  car,hosp  no  mak  Dr  etc/burntr  roast  betr 

burn  hell, cum  4word 


I!  Hgns  Of  The  Times:  Part  2  -  The  Cure" 
Text:  1  Thessalonians  5:2 

pture :  Matthew  25:1 -13 
Last  week  we  spoke  on  Part  1  of  this  two  part  message.   ,/e  spoke  of  the  "Signs 
Of  The  Times"  as  being  like  some  universal  "Disease"  affecting  and  afflicting 
all  oT  us.   Today  I  would  like  to  speak  on  i art  2  of  the  'Signs  Of  The  Times," 
and  this  involves  the  "Cure." 

Briefly  recapping  a  portion  of  what  we  said  last  week  you  will  recall  that  we 
spoke  of  the  world  conditions  getting  worse  and  worse  and  the  despair  and  sense 
of  futility  with  which  these  conditons  are  met.   We  looked  at  this  from  the  stand- 
point of  Sod's  '.;ord  and  what  His  plan  and  answers  are  to  all  of  this. 
Today  we  are  going  to  look  at  God's  "Cure"  for  the  "Diesease,"  of  the  ".jigns  Of 
The  Times "aii  in  which  we  live.   ±x±xxx±Kxx^:mxxfcsx&axax±jixkxH:fcaxx  On  a  certain 
day  in  history  an  event  is  going  to  shake  the  entire  world.   This  avent  will  be 
so  supernatural  that  mortal  words  and  discriptions  will  be  unable  to  describe  it. 
It   ould  happen  today,  or  tomorrow,  or  it  may  happen  in  several  years,  or  months, 
ot  it  may  not  happen  fro  several  hundreds  of  years,  No  one  knows  the  exact  time 
and  date  except  C-od.   3SH±xxHaHX±ixKaBEaaH<3g3^2C2S^W.uIS<SK^*»^%l!?<^i3  l<5!£i3-* 
t^^^^wejgB^^j^^ti^^i^ ^  .  £fTd  <^a^^|.o<*^el^4si^s^nrk^Si!aJ<^bpu^5t  <«i  -tttS 
^a&Jb£LttG  c*Jm  W  d^^^n(^Rt^e^i^^^^^^^^-^€I^^.<:S^i<^ /^: 
A  newspaper  will  record  perhaps  the  eye  witness  account  by  a  motorist  driving 
along  a  freeway.   The  man  would  say,  "All  I  know  is  that  I  was  driving  along  in 
the  usual  heavy  flow  of  traffic  with  vehicles  in  front,  in  back  and  some  along- 
side of  me  and  suddenly  some  of  those  vehicles  started  veering  off  the  highway 
in  all  different  directions.   Those  of  us  who  stopped  to  assist  at  the  various 
accidents  discovered  that  the  cars  did  not  have  drivers." 

&  TV  newsman  discribing  the  event  would  perhaps  say,  "Today,  one  of  the  wierdest 
events  occurred  in  the  world's  history  ever  to  be  recorded.   In  homes,  offices, 
factories,  mills,  and  elsewhere,  people  suddenly  disappeeared.   It  isn't  that 
*-S©y  never  existed,  because  they  did.   They  didn't  just  faint,  or  die,  they 
„  ..st  disappeared  from  where  they  were.  This  left  machines  running  in  mills  and 
suddenly  metal,  and  fabric  which  was  normally  controlled  by  a  person  running  a 
machine  was  now  pouring  forth  making  a  total  mess  of  all  production  in  many 
plants.   Washing  machines,  and  driers,  dishwashers  and  all  sorts  of  appliances 
were  suddenly  left  to  their  own  devices  unattended  by  housewives.   Trains  and 
bussess  suddenly  round  to  9  halt,  electricity  was  blacked  out,  telephone  ser- 
vice was  interrupted.  All  of  this  took  place  today  and  scientists  are  at  a 
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loss  as  to  its  cause.   ..e  hope  to  have  further  explanations  in  the  next  few 
days  to  explain  this  sudden  phenomena." 

.Reports  such  as  this  would  be  coming  forth  from  all  of  the  news  media.   But  if 

you  or  I  are  able  to  hear  the  accounts  by  radio,  or  see  it  on  television,  or  rend 

it  in  the  newspaper,  then  we  will  have  missed  the  actual  event,  should  this  take 

place  in  our  lifetime.   This  is  exactly  what  Jesus  was  saying  in  the  portion  we 

read  as  Scripture  for  this  morning* 

The  interpretation  of  this  is  very  simple:   First  we  see  the  characters  of  this 

10 
drama  as  it  unfolds.   The  2®  virgins  stand  for  several  things.   First,  they 

5 
stand  for  the  Church,  or  they  stand  for  individuals.   The  x®  wise  virgins  are  the 

ones  who  are  Church  members  as  Church  members  should  be,  or  they  are  individuals 

5 
who  belong  to  the  lord.   In  any  event  they  are  totally  prepared.   The  S8  unwise 

virgins  are  either  Church  members  who  are  not  complete  Church  members,  or  taey 

those  living 
are  individuals  who  are  outside  of  the  will  of  ^od.   ->o  for  this  illustration 

tvey  are  called  wise  and  unwise.   The  xiKSXXEHkxiamps  unwise  took  lamps,  but  no 
oil,  but  the  wise  took  oil  and  lamps.   They  each  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
"3ridegroom. "   The  BBridegroom"  in  this  instance  is  Jesus  Christ.   At  midnight, 
which  of  course  would  be  an  unexpected  time  to  arrive,  it  is  said  that  the  "Bride' 
Groom "isKHmiHs;  is  coming.   Each  of  the  virgins  arose  and  trimmed  their  lamps, 
vs?,  the  wise  added  oil,  but  the  unwise  did  not  have  extra  oil,  vs  8,   jo  they 
asked  for  oil,  vs  8,  but  were  told  to  go  out  and  buy  oil,  vs  9.   ->o  while  they 
were  gone  for  more  oil  the  "Bridegroom"  came,  vs  10,  and  they  were  locked  out, 
jo  when  they  finally  did  arrive,  va  11,  they  asked  entrance,  and  the  ikiaxEt 
"Bridegroom"  would  not  admit  them,  vs  12.   In  fact,  He  would  not  recognize  them 
in  any  way.  xkk  This  tells  in  story  form  of  the  return  of  Christ  for  his  Church. 
The  analogy  is  that  of  the  coming  of  the  "3ridegroom"  which  is  Christ,  for  His 
"Bride"  which  is  the  Church.   Jesus  Himself  gives  the  admonition  to  us  as  found 
:   the  13th  verse,  (read).   Ho  one  knows  the  hour  or  the  day,  so  watch,  be  alert, 
for  it  could  be  today,  or  tomorrow. 

Waat  we  are  talking  about  Is  what  is  called  "The  Rapture."   The  word  itself  means 
"to  snatch  out,"  or,  "To  take  away."   And  once  ag„in  we  are  speaking  about  some- 
thing that  many  people  do  not  want  to  face  or  believe 
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because  it  all  sounds  so  eerie  and  unbelievable.   But  let  us  consider  something 
jut  our  own  lives  for  a  minute.   3iHKtex±irc:tefc5x5t§2®*KxiiikraxxH±xHx£±xs*  Kan  has 
always  told  of  being  able  to  accomplish  things  which  wer  scoffed  at.  Fulton  told 
of  making  a  boat  capable  of  being  prope&led  through  the  water  by  steam.   1-eople 
laughed  and  said  he  was  crazy.   But  was  he?  Bell  told  of  perfecting  a  machine 
you  could  talk  into  one  end,  and  the  other  end  would  let  you  hear  someone  speak- 
ing from  another  place.  They  laughed  at  hmm,  but  today  we  can  not  only  talk 
from  one  house  to  another  in  our  community  but  we  can  call  anywhere  in  the  world. 
Edison  talked  of  amking  a  machine  that  would  record  the  human  voice  speaking  or 
singing  and  preserve  it  on  a  disk.   Prom  this  we  not  only  have  records  but  we 
can  record  on  a  tape  such  as  we  do  each  Sunday  morning.   Back  in  the  1920's 
it  was  predicted  that  a  picture  of  something  happening  somewhere  else  could  be 
transmitted  elsewhere,  and  from  this  we  have  television  whereby  we  can  see 
events  that  are  happening  in  almost  any  part  of  the  world.   ]  eople  laughed  when 
,__ey  said  man  would  some  day  fly,  and  what  happened? 

But  the  most  astounding  thing  that  you  and  I  have  seen  and  known  in  our  life- 
times involves  something  that  made  us  smile  when  we  heard  of  it  years  a  ;o. 
Remember  when  we  read  stories  of  Flash  Gorden  and  Buck  togers  and  how  they 
traveled  through  space  in  rockets?   The  stories  told  of  going  to  other  planets, 
and  all  of  this  was  big  joke  to  everyone.   But  rim  July  20,  1969  we  sat  in  front 
of  out  televisions  sets  and  actually  saw  an  American  step  out  of  a  space  travel- 
ing vehicle  and  walk  on  the  surface  of  the  moon.   .ie  saw  it,  and  we  heard  it. 
We  didn't  get  it  from  a  newspaper  the  next  day  or  so.   .ve  were  witnesses  to  it 

FIRSTHAND. 

Is  an  event  such  as  this  more  unbelievable  than  the  coming  again  of  Jesus  Christ 

for  His  church?   Bo  if  you  are  finding  something  like  this  ks  difficult  to  belie1 
and  are  saying  it  is  impossible,  just  remember  how  man:/  impossibles  almost  all 
m  us  have  witnessed  in  our  lifetimes. 

What  we  need  to  understand  first  of  all  is  that  this  Rapture,  or  the  coming  of 
Christ  for  His  Church  is  going  to  take  place  and  immediately  predede  the  7  year 


period  of  time  known  as  the  "Tribulation."   This  will  be  a  period  involving 

?e  hardship  and  distresss  in  the  livea  of  those  living  through  it,  than  you  or 
I  could  imagine  at  this  time.   This  is  all  Gcriptural  and  not  Hmsxx  something 
man  has  made  up.   But  Gcripture  points  out  in  so  many  places  that  this  is  going 
to  take  place  so  that  the  'Saved"  or  "Born  Again"people  of  God  will  not  have  to 
endure  the  period  of  Tribulation.   But  that  is  another  story  which  we  should 
cover  at  another  time.  Let  us  look  instead  at  what  God's  Word  has  to  show  us  of 
the  coming  of  Christ.   In  the  14th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  John,  Jesus  speak- 
ing to  His  disciples  and  telling  them  of  this  said  in  vss  2  and  3  said,  (read). 
In  the  1st  chapter  of  the  book  of  Acts  in  vss  9  through  11,  that  Jesus  was 
going  to  return  in  the  same  way  as  He  went,  (read  this  portion). 
-Jut  the  Apostle  Paul  went  to  some  length  to  explain  what  was  going  to  be  when 
this  event,"  !he  Raptifcre"  takes  place.   There  are  different  references  to  it 
in  different  partions  of  his  letters,  but  this  morning  I  would  like  to  share 

th  you  the  explanation  as  it  is  found  in  his  first  letter  to  the  Thessalonians 
in  the  4th  and  5th  chapters.  Beginning  with  the  13th  verse  of  chapter  4,  let  us 
look  at  this  portion  of  'Scripture. 

.vxegete  and  explain  this  portion  of  ..Scripture:   (In  the  15th  vs,  it  should  read, 
".recede"  instead  of  "prevent.") 

(Verse  17,  point  out  that  when  the  Israelites  moved  from  place  to  place  in  the 
wilderness,  each  morning  there  were  7  trumpets,   Each  one  signified  something, 
prepare  to  break  camp,  fold  tents,  and  so  on.   The  last  trumpet,  the  7th,  meant, 
"Move  out). 

(Verse  2  of  chapter  5,  compare  this  to  the  10  virgins  as  found  in  our  Scripture 
this  morning.) 

Go  what  then  is  the  "Cure"  for  the  "Disease"  of  the  "Signs  Of  The  Times?"  The 
answer  is  to  be  prepared  at  all  times  for  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ.   To  be 
^•epared  and  ready  will  mean  that  we  are  in  a  proper  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ.   We  need  to  know  that  the  King  is  Coming  again.   Mo  one  knows  when  or 
how  soon  that  day  may  come,,   But  the  one  thing  that  is  a  certainty  more  than 
anything  else  you  and  I  may  know  and  that  is,  "The  King  Is  C0min~."  ( iolo) 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Christian  Family  Week  May  7,  1976 

The  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Kelly  Shakely  and  Tim  Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude      "A  Song  of  Hope"  Mueller 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  193  "Spirit  of  God" 
^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "Fatherj  give  us  the  spirit 
Your  Son  has  promised  us;  to  make  us  honest  people 
again;  to  know  and  face  the  truth;  to  see  ourselves 
and  cease  from  laying  our  defections  at  your  door; 
to  see  your  only  goodness  in  our  desperate  need  for  you. 
Forgive  us  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 
*Kyrie  {Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  "O  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Daxology   No.  551 
Scripture;         Numbers  Hi  16-30 
Hymn  No.  138     "Holy  Spirit*  Truth  divine" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory     "Adagio"  Mozart 

Anthem:   "Treasures  in  Heaven"  Clokey 

Sermon:  "PAR" 

Hymn  No,  191   "Breathe  on  me,  Breath  of  God1' 
Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

Postlude    "Song  of  Joy"  Mueller 

—   ri--—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —---  —  —  —  ---  —  —  —-—  — 

WE  GO  FORTH  TO  SERVE 
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The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs*  Grace  Riddle  in  memory  of  "Husband" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:*\Alien  Botacchi,  Dan 

Bosko,  Robert  Knauer  and  Charles  Penar. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Carney  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Brad  and  Judy 

Vinroe  and  ElJen.  Master. 
Hospitalized:   Mark  Fry,  Lonnie  Rensel 
Eleanor  Mcwilliams,  United  Community  Hospital,  Oak 
Hills  Facility,  Grove  City;   Roy  Andrews,  Citizens 
General  Hosp.  Mew  Kensington. 
Our  Church  is  to  conduct  the  worship  services  at 

Sunnyview  tomorrow.  We  will  meet  in  the  lounge 

just  inside  the  main  entrance.   We  invite  anyone 

who  has  the  time  to  join  us  at  the  service. 
Miss  Ruth  Davies  would  like  to  thank  the  members  of 

the  Congregation  who  sent  her  cards  while  she  was  in 

the  Pas savan t  hospital. 
The  Confirmation  pictures  are  in  and  orders  can  be 

taken.   They  are  really  beautiful  at  $4.00  each. 
The  envelopes  enclosed  with  your  Newsletter  will  be 

given  to  the  St*  Paul's  Home  -  Greeaville*  This 

is  an  annual  donation  that  is  taken  around  Mother's 

Day.   it  can  be  put  in  offering  plate  any  time  this 

month.   If  you  need  additional  envelopes  you  can  find 

them  in  the  Narthex, 
Today  -  2:30  -  Rev.  Paul  Westcoat  will  be  here  on  the 

UCC  Concerns  -  The  Three  Churches  will  meet  here. 

Anyone  interested  is  invited.  Coffee  and  cookies  will 

be  furnished  if  you  need  an  enticement. 
Tonight  6-8  -  Youth  Fellowship  Meeting 
Tonight  7  -   Vacation  Bible  School  Meeting-  Important 

Everyone  involved  should  be  here.   Materials  will 

be  distributed  and  a  filmstrip  will  be  shown. 
Next  Saturday  -  Women's  Fellowship  Luncheon  put  on  by 

Women's  Commission  of  Butler  Fellowship  of  Churches 

Mrs.  Denny  Knauff,  Grove  City  will  present  program 
"Operation  Sail  of  "76"*   Mrs.  Kathryne  Bancroft  has 
tickets  -  $2,50  -  YMCA  {Phillips  Room) 
Wed.  -  Mother  Daughter  Banquet  -  see  Women's  Fellowship 

News. 
Our  Congratulations  to  Mr,  &  Mrs,  Clarence  Sherman 

wro  will  celebrate  their  50th  Wedding  Ann.  '   y9th. 


Text  rNumbers  11:29;  Gcripture :  Numbers  11:16-30 

_^xpl  PAR  '■■'-.   how  lrg  golf  match  etc  bring  2  mind  spring 
i   dentist  &  fil  18  hoi)  this  is  PAR«per£  score 
4  corse=normal,but  G  has  PAR  2  &  ^crip  gud  examp 
:      tel  -  os  wat  He  do  livs  thez  peop  Israel 
'.•     '■ced  scrip  ^  tel  peop  bunch  gripers ,compainrs  &  thez 
p.^op  no  outsid  Oh:thsz  peop  worship  G  &  folo  coraras 
I'^eedles  2  say  stil  hav  sum  same  peop  Ch  2day  &  main 
purp  2  grip,compl  anythin  go  on,&  R  unwil  let  G 
lead , gudi , direct 
Ther4  lessons  2B  found  this  chap  wel  worth  note  2d 
Ieop  mirac  delivr  from  enslav  undr  Ggypts, 
Now  free  "■   travl  2  prom  land, but  look  bak  2  food  etc 

5  supply  manna, but  overlook  G  &  gudness ,want  meat 

1  os  ledr  thez  ungratful  peop  Fc   feel  tremend  burdn 

'■'■   cry  out  vss  11-15=He  say, Turn  me  loos  this  ungod  B 

Many  time  I  h-v  felt  &  feel  same  burdn  of  Moses 
vss  16-1 7= But  G  hears  &  He  sed, 

18-20=G  say  how  He  afflict  peop  Bcuz  disobed  etc 
21-22=I'ios  quest  amt  meat  G  mus  supply 
23=  G  anser  so  Mos  kno  mirac  2  happen  again 
21-=  Hos  apponit  70  elders  &   plac  aroun  Tabernacle 
25=Game  Gpirit  giv  by  G  2  elders 
"  26-28=2  Glds  stay  bak,opirit,yng  man, Joshua  &  Mos 
29=Mos  wish  &  this  show  us  G*s  ]  R 
1st=G  command  Mos  get  70  elders, but  who? 
vs  15=,/hom  thou  knowest,etc  &  this  sho  exist  already 

He  no  say, YOU  &  YOU, come  with  me 
iixpl  jbc  18,Jethro  ■'inlaw, Mos  judg  AM  2  .     Jeta  tel 

wat  2  do=vs  25  (READ)  ,&  here  gmdwork  4  70  elders 
This  means  thez  men  git*  PREPA      this  we  need  2kno 
ny  tot-.l  unprep  4any  ministry  in  congreg  &  sum  R 
Xftdif  2  this  &   as'      [AT? 
Ask  4  peop  2  serv, teach, help, ^  no1  qualified, 
let  same  peop  point  prid  2-30,40,yrs  mor  as  members 

6  in  all  this  time  no  prep  any  kind  &  this  sad 
commentary  on  Gh  2day 

2=Available=They  do  work  &  wait  in  wings  &  cal  vs  24 

No  bothr  Mos  impatient  2B  used  or  quit=Available 
G  want  us  2B  this  way 
Also  G  wat  hap  other  2  in  camp, no  flop  bunk  &  sleep, 
They  Availble  2  &  H  Spirit  cum  2  them  as  well 
This  fring  benef  of  B  prep  8-   Avail  at  all  times 

2  oft  Ch  peop  C  commit  as  only  cum  2  Ch  1nc  wis 
receiv  fil  a   this  last  til  next  week 

Expl   !T       S-,  this  hap  2  31dad  &  Medad 

I-S£f£  ^ftSSSjS  l!a^Pi^eJe§Ia^d^)^SIGNATI 
This   eompl   commit  &  requir    faith  trust  G  no  mattr  wat 

5  lettrs  2eethr  &  PAR.G  formula  8=  raak  possib  Vs  29 


"i  AH" 

Text:  Numbers  11:29;   icripture:  Numbers  11:16-30 

(T" lustration  of  Dentist  anu  must  fxll  18  cavities) 

■:his  time  of  the  year  a  small  word  creeps  into  our  lives  in  several  ways. 

It  may  come  in  the  form  of  the  televising  of  xh±£  large  golf  matches  around  the 

country  or  through  the  men  of  the  house  talking  about  their  prowess  in  playing 

the  game.   But  one  thing  is  certain  and  that  is,  the  word  PAH  means  something  to 

each  of  us.   If  w0  apply  the  word  to  the  game  of  golf  it  means  the  expert  score 

for  a  hole,  lor  for\the  entire  course.   If  we  say  something  is,  "Par  for  the 

course,"  we  mean  of  course  that  it  is  what  is  normal.   ..'ell  surprisingly  to  some, 

God  has  a  PAR  as  well.   We  can  see  it  and  read  of  it  throughout  all  of  God's 

vord,  but  I  would  like  to  share  it  with  you  in  the  portion  of  Scripture  we  used 

as  our  Scripture  for  this  morning. 

As  we  read  this  scripture  we  were  seeing  what  God  was  telling  Moses  He  would  do 

in  the  lives  of  the  people  of  Israel.   The  preceeding  portions  of  Jcripture 

pointed  out  very  vividly  that  these  people  were  a  bunch  of  gripers  and  complainers 

W£tZE 
Mind  now  thatwe  are  not  talking  about  a  group  of  people  who .outside  of  the  Church. 

These  were  the  people  who  &%&s'&:ket  'm&&i$kto  worshiped  God  and  strove  to  follow 
after  His  Commandments.  Needless  to  say  we  still  have  some  of  the  same  people 
in  the  Church  today  whose  main  purpose  seems  to  be  to  gripe  and  complain  about 
anything  that  goes  on,  and  are  unwilling  to  let  God  lead  and  guide  and  direct. 
Go  therefore,  the  lessons  to  be  found  in  this  particular  chapter  are  well  worth 
our  noting  today. 

These  people  had  been  miraculously  delivered  from  the  enslavement  they  had  borne 
as  a  heavy  burden  under  the  Egyptians.   Now  they  were  free  and  were  traveling 
under  God's  direction  to  the  irromised  Land.   Man?/  of  them  were  harking  back  to 
the  days  in  Egypt  when  their  daily  ration  of  food  included  a  little  more  variety 
than  they  now  had.   God  was  miraculously  feeding  them  manna  each  day  and  supply- 
±^<^   their  needs.   But  they  weren't  satisfied.   They  demanded  meat. 
Moses,  the  leader  of  these  ungrateful  people  was  feeling  the  tremendous  burden 
and  responsibility  placed  upon  him.  He  was  to  be  the  leader  of  them  and  he  was 
to  show  them  how  and  what  God  wanted  done.   But  by  their  stubborn  refusal  to 
listen  to  what  God  wanted,  the  burden  of  this  became  very  heavy  for  Moses  and  so 


he  cried  out  in  anguish  to  God,  vss  11-15.   He  was  saying  in  effect,  "Turn  me 
1   se  from  this  ungodly  bundh."  feriaxis   There  are  times  I  can  truthfully  say 
that  I  believe  I  knsMxa  have  felt,  and  feel  a  like  response  in  me. 
But  God  hears,  and  knows  our  problems  and  so  lie  said  to  Loses,  vss  16-17-   But 
t-  e~:'  joo-  goes  on  to  say  how  He  is  going  to  afflict  the  people  because  of  their 
refusal  to  accept  His  gudiance  and  help  in  their  lives,  vss  13-20.   The  tremend- 
ous amount  of  meat  required  to  feed  all  these  people  staggers  the  imagination 
of  noses  and  so  he  inquires  of  God,  vss  21-22.   God  answers  in  such  a  way  that 
Hoses  is  assured  that  God  is  going  to  do  something  miraculo-us  again,  vs  23. 
j0  we  read  that  Moes  went  out  and  got  the  ?0  elders  of  the  people  and  placed 
them  around  the  Tabernacle,  vs  24.   God  took  His  Holy  Spirit  and  poured  it  upon 
the  elders,  vs  25.   It  sounds  as  though  some  of  the  Spirit  was  removed  from  woses 
but  actually  what  is  being  pointed  out  is  that  the  same  Spirit  in  noses  was  give 
to  the  elders  and  they  were  able  to  prophecy  and  perform  this  miracle  the  same  as 

5S. 

But  a  strange  thing  happened  and  this  involved  2  of  the  elders  who  did  not  go 
out  to  the  Tabernacle  with  the  others.   although  Jldad  and  Medad  did  not  go  out 
vet  they  were  filled  with  the  "oly  spirit  as  well  and  they  too  prophecied  in 
the  camp  where  they  were,  vs  25.   stashes  A  young  man  ran  out  of  the  camp  to  tell 
3s,  vs  27,  and  Joshua  tells  loses  to  stop  them,  vs  28.   Moses  concerned  about 
this  asks  Joshua  if  he  is  just  concerned  about  his  reputation  and  then  adds 
that  he  wished  all  of  God's  people  were  filled  with  His  -oly  Spirit,  vs 

ow  from  this  particular  passage  of  Scripture  vie  can  determine  just  what  is  PAR 
for  us  according  to  God's  standards. 

The  first  thing  we  see  is  the  command  to  Moses  from  God  to  get  ?0  elders  from 
the  people.   But  who  was  he  to  select?   The  15th  verse  points  out,  "Whom  thou 
knowest  to  be  the  elders  of  the  people,  and  officers  over  them, "(read  this). 
<k^a   would  indicate  that  these  people  were  already  appointed  and  in  existence. 
He  wasn't  going  to  .just  go  into  the  midst  of  the  people  and  say,  "You,  you,  and 
you,  cone  with  me."   If  we  look  at  the  18th  chapter  of  exodus  we  see  that  Moses 
Father-in-law  came  to  visit  him.   While  there,  Jetb.ro  observed  that  Moses  had  to 
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help  the  people  with  their  problems  sitting  in  judgement  from  morning  until  night. 
J  hro  councils  Koses  about  this  and  tells  him  that  he  is  going  to  wear  himself 
out  by  doing  this  and  what  he  needs  to  do  is  to  appoint  leaders  of  each  tribe  to 
listen  to  the  problems  of  the  people  and  to  settle  them.   Then,  when  there  is  a 

big  problem,  that  could  be  brought  to  Moses  for  solution,   ""o  Hoses  does  this  and 

"f  TlitJ- 
we  read. in  the  25th  verse  of  dxodus  18,  t2f&tc**o-'set;  ,-drogs,.  this'.   Here  then  is  the 

groundwork  laid  xsxtks:  for  the  future  selection  of  70  elders  as  requested  by 

God.   This  means  these  men  were  prepared.   This  is  something  more  of  us  need  to 

get  into  a  little  more  deeply.   Too  many  of  us  are  totally  unprepared  for  the 

ministry  we  need  to  have  in  our  particular  congregation  and  what's  more,  we  seem 

to  take  an  indifferent  attitude  that  we  are  unprepared.   "Jo  ./hat?",  seems  to 

be  the  prevailing  attitude  at  times,  ,ie   ask  for  teachers  or  helpers  and  no  one 

is  qualified.   Yet,  these  same  people  will  point  with  pride  to  being  members  of 

the  congregation  for  20,  50,  or  40  years  or  more.   In  all  of  that  times  surely 

t   re  must  have  been  some  preparation.   But  there  hasn't  and  this  is  the  sad 

commentary  of  the  state  of  the  church  today. 

:t  we  see  that  these  men  wereavailable.   They  were  going  about  their  daily 

tasks  working  among  the  people  and  standing  in  the  wings  so  to  speak.   ,'e  do  not 

read  of  them  pestering  Moses  or  champing  at  the  bit  impatiently  wanting  to  be 

used  or  they  were  going  to  quit.   They  just  went  about  their  tasks  awaiting  the 

God  wants  us  to  be  avail- 
sail  of  '-rod  qnd  it  came  to  them  as  we  read  in  vs  24.   able  for  His  call.   And  if 
we  have  prepared  ourselves  properly,  we  will  be  ready  for  Hia  call  to  service. 
But  along  with,  being  avaialable  they  were  ready.   Moses  called  them  and  they 

went  with  him.   But  we  also  see  pointed  out  that  the  2  who  remained  in  the  camp 
did  not  flop  on  a  bunk  in  their  tent  and  sleep  through  all  of  this.  No,  they 
were  ready  as  well,  and  because  they  were  ready  the  Holy  spirit  came  upon  them 
and  also  filled  them  in  a  miraculous  way. 

This  is  one  of  the  fringe  benefits  of  being  prepared,  available  and  ready  at  all 
t.  .es.   Too  often  church  people  look  upon  their  commitment  as  only  coming  to 
church  once  a  week  and  that  is  where  you  receive  your  filling  of  ^od's  opirit  and 
it  will  last  you  until  the  next  week.   One  recent  phenomena  which  has  come  to  the 
fore  in  recent  years  is  that  called,  "Afterglow."   This  is  the  added  blessings 
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which  will  cone  into  hearts  and  lives  of  people  after  a  prayer  group  or  meeting 
1   ■  been  held.   It  is  just  like  something  that  God  adds  to  lives  of  people  who 
were  not  even  in  attendance ,  but  perhaps  were  prayed  for.   This  is  what  actually 
took  place  in  the  lives  of  ^Idad  and  Kedad. 

In  odder  to  understand  what  God's  "i AH"  is  for  each  of  us  we  need  to  be  "Pre- 
pared," we  need  to  be  "Available,"  and  we  need  to  be  "Ready.11   rut  the  first 
letter  of  each  word  together  and  you  have  "PAR,"   But  more  importantly,  you  have 

the  formula  that  God  wants  for  each  of  us. 

ierhaps  another  word  that  we  could  substitute  for  "Heady"  would  be  the  word, 

•ignation."   Resignation  is  to  be  dedicated  to  the  task  no  matter  what  the 
cost.   (This  is  actually  what  3od  wants  us  to  do. 

(Illustration  of  nun  in  ^ongo,  and  "You  star,  and  if  necessary,  you  die.") 
This  is  a  commitment  which  requires  a  complete  faith  and  trust  that  God  will  be 
with  us,  no  matter  what. 

?  ■*  this  is  exactly  what  God's  PAR  is  for  us.   It  means  that  we  are  "Prepared" 
and  that  we  need  to  be  "Available,"  and  that  we  are  "Ready,"  or  "Resigned"  to  do 
God's  will  and  bidding.  Put  the  first  letters  of  these  words  together  and  you 
have  the  word,  "]  lR."   This  is  God's  formula  for  us,  and  it  would  make  it  possi- 
ble that,  "All  the  Lord's  people  were  prophets,  and  that  the  Lord  would  put  His 
Spirit  upon  them,"  (read  this  vs  29). 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
Pentecost  (Whitsunday)  May  14,    1978 

Mother's  Day  -  Festival  of  the  Christian  HomB 
The  Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mrs.    Cyndie  Sybert,    Youth  Choir  Director 
Kelly  shakely,  Tim  Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   11:00  A.M. 
Prelude        Suite  Gothique"  Boellmann 

Call  to  Worship    "Jesus,  Jesus" 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  21  "Joyful,  joyful,  we  adore  Thee" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "Father,  too  often  we  have 
been  involved  in  a  meaningless  round  of  activities. 
All  of  this  has  kept  us  busy  but  has  brought  no  satis- 
faction. Forgive  us  for  being  self-centered,  and  grant 
us  new  strength  through  a  renewed  return  to  your  will 
for  our  lives.  In  Jesus1  name  we  pray.  Amen." 

•Kyrie   (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Prayer  Response  -  Corporate  Prayer 

•Praise 

•Pastor:   "0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

•Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture:    Ephesians  5:  15-33 
Hymn  No.  472   "What  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus" 
Faiily  Cr^ed 

•We  believe  in  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  who  has  ordained 
that  people  should  live  together  in  families,  finding 
joy  and  fellowship  in  mutual  sharing. 

We  believe  in  our  children,  that  they  are  a  sacred  trust 
as  well  as  a  joyous  responsibility;   that  they  have  a  need 
for  Christian  teaching  as  a  part  of  their  total  training 
for  Christian  citizenship.  We  believe  in  the  church  as  an 
institution  established  through  the  wisdom  of  God  for  the 
propagation  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  through  personal 
work,  teaching  in  church  and  home,  and  the  ministry  of  the 
W'  \. 
Wi  jelieve  in  the  importance  of  religion  in  our  homes 


for  laying  the  foundations  for  courageous  Christian 
living  and  for  providing  each  member  of  the  family 
with  strength  for  daily  living. 

We  believe  that  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  lives 
of  individuals  can  transform  home  life  to  the  extent 
that  its  members  will  find  peace  and  happiness  and 
power  for  raiant  living.  Amen. 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory    "Processional"  Handel 

Anthem  "I  Cannot  Keep  from  Singing"       Hunnicutt 

Youth  Choir  and  Rol  Thompson,  Sax 
Sermon:      "SAFETY  VALVES  AND  BAND-AIDS" 
Hymn  No.  356     "O  perfect  Love" 
Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Postlude         "Fantasia"  Bach 

»Congregation  Standing  

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Honald  Vensel  in  memory  of  their  son  Jon 
Herbert  Vensel  and  Ron's  Parents  -  Mr.  A  Mrs.  John 
Vensel . 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Steve  Vargo  and  Gottlob  Kradel 
Deacon  and  Mrs,  Richard  Mangel  will  greet  the  Congregation 
and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Hul  ;ery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Mrs.  Linda 
McMillin,  Debora  Johnston,  and  Lynne  Bosko, 
^.Hospital:  Mrs.  Mae  Dutter  -BCMH:  Eleanor  McWilllams 
Grove  City  -  United  Community  Hospital. 
The  Congregation  is  cordially  invited  to  the  Wedding 

of  DAle  Link  and  Llanne  Murray  -  Sat.  May  27,  at  2:00  P. I 
at  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  New  Bloomfleld,  Pa..   If 
you  plan  to  go  let  one  of  the  Link  Family  know.      t 
^.We  need  to  know  how  many  will  be  going  to  the  Lake 

Erie  Assoc,  meeting  next  Sun. May  21,  in  Fredonia.  &    /?. ., 
^-Tonight  -  6-8  Youth  Fellowship:  6:30  -Prayer  and  Sharing 
Mon.  -  7:30  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class  Meeting 
Thurs.  -  6:30  -  Butler  Area  Layman's  Dinner  ■  Ladies  Nite  I 
St.  Peters  UCC  -  Zelitnople,  -  See  Chuck  Pe  >,  J.W.Harmy 
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,   "^afety  Valves  And  sand-. .ids" 
lext:  Kpn  5:2ij   3crip:  gph>  5: -15-33 

(111-  women's  lib  &  1  isn't  ded, trust  tier) 
Gud  t>«amp  twist, warp  society  3cum 

estcoat  say  last  wk,breakdwn  fara  serious  prob  2da 
sed  preach  this  last  3  yrs,^  Bliev  get  wors  daily 
I  Day,F  day  but  insted  need  Fam  Day  :.  concentra 
get  fam  back  2gether  as  unit 
G  ordain  fam  unit  &  no  separ  P&M  2  receiv  spec  prais 
"  giv  mank  fam  unit  «  we  2  operat  within  structure 
Gen  2:18=no  gud  man  B  alone 
"   2:20b-25=create  woman  &  est-blish  family 
3ut  mor  than  just  marriage  man/wora  &  P  spel  out  det? 
vs  21=11:  2  G  4-  insers  lif  prob  marry  or  singl 
vss  22-24=  eop  Eph  say=-'oraen  suppos  2B  serv  nts 
vs  25=But  wat  this?  P  say  we  2  luv  lik  Xp  ,.'ov,',taj$xi 
vss  5Q-26-29  this  tuf  2  tak  boggle  mind 
vss  30-31 =G  say  wen  sed  man  need  help  in  Gen 
vs  32=3'  0  this  as  mystery 

vs  33=luv  ea  other  as  self  ft  mutual  luv  2gether 
j'rom  union  cum  childrn  &  mak  MP;?, but  tak  both 
illus  homo  stil  need  3  by  proxy  2  perpet  sin  2day 
G  plan  4-  prop  continu  mank  thru  mar  &  no  other  way 
So  why  fuss?' xher  K'a  23  honr  ft  I"s  as  well, but  rever 
.jhar  contrasts  2  sho  wat  G  want  from  famly      also 
(Illus  boy  2  books=H  cookbook, Dad  checkbook) 

iiumorus  but  tru  8c  gud  home  estab  by  both,f.;  other  val 
(Illus  finish  book,  lost  boy) 
Contrast=boy  &  My  Dad  Knows  God 

:.,rud  ever  boy  3  ahl  say  of  Dad  &  Mom  both 
(Iiius  girl, dance, argue, mother  die) 

rast=boy, visit  shut-in, pray  B  better  §s  cook  lik  M 
Here  shin  4th  M  luv  point  child  rt  direction 
2save  fams  2day  need  .Jafty  Valvs  .>.  Band-Aids 
Expl-work  &  safty  valvs  on  boiiers,test  etc 
3afty  Valv=Mom  &  she  keep  marag  even  keel , 
it  tak  her  wisd  8c  guid,encouragment  etc 
she  grtest  influ  in  home  8s  this  import  2day 
Husbands  shud  3  Band-Aidr^an^lo  sax=Band  of  house 
If  he  this, he  Band  keep  &  hold  2~ether,no  mean  all 
revolv  round  him, but  he  stabiliz  influ  many  situat 
Equl  import  hav  both=Gafty  Valv  &  Band-Aids 
ohar  Illus  Meanest  Mother) 
Chilrn  shud  say  not  only  of  M  but  I  an  well 
only  wen  H&f  tak  responsib  serius  v;ill  socie  chang 
U  wi1'^  oafty  Valvs?  U  Iluabs  8  U  3and=Aids? 
, separ, divorc  All  work  partic  famly? 


"Safety  Valves  And  Band— Aids" 

Text:  Hphesians  5:21;    :cripture:  ;phesians  5:15-33 

lustration  of  women's  libbers  and  "God  :sn':;  Dead,  Trust  Her) 
!&B±a3Cxfeasx&iiHxixixd±sti3raS±sirxB£xfcK±i^xn3aixH^ 

This  is  a  food  example  of  how  twisted  and  warped  our  society  has  become.  Our 
Conference  Minister  Paul  /estcoat  remarked  last  week  that  he  feels  the  break- 
down of  the  home  is  one  of  the  biggest  problems  we  face  in  our  nation  today. 
This  is  something  I  have  preached  and  said  for  the  last  J  years.   I  believe  that 
with  each  passing  day  the  situation  becomes  more  critical.   Jach  year  we  are 
very  careful  to  set  aside  a  certain  day  in  Kay  to  observe  as  Mother's  Da?/,  and 
we  set  aside  a  certain  day  in  June  to  observe  as  Father's  Day.  But  I  believe 
we  need  fesxisHk  to  concentrate  on  getting  the  family  together  as  a  unit,  instead 
of  wasting  our  time  and  energy  striving  to  sing  praises  to  Father  and  Lother 
when  tksx  many  of  those  Father's  and  ^others  are  not  fit  to  bear  the  name.  All 
of  this  has  grown  into  a  huge  commercial  venture  with  the  only  object  in  mind  to 
separate  you  and  me  from  our  money  in  order  to  do  this  honoring. 
God  has  ordained  the  family  unit  and  He  doesn't  separate  father  or  mother  to  re- 
ceive special  praise  for  being  a  father  or  mother.  He  has  given  mankind  the 
family  unit  and  it  is  within  this  structure  that  we  are  each  to  operate  and  have 
our  own  special  functions.   After  God  had  created  man  we  read  in  Genesis  that  He 
stated  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone,  (read  Gen  2:18.)   It  was  at  this 
point  then  that  He  created  woman,  vss  20b-25,  (read).   Here  then  is  the  stablish- 
ment  of  the  family.   But  there  is  more  than  a  man  and  woman  becoming  man  and 
wife  through  marriage  and  Paul  spells  this  out  in  much  more  detail  as  we  read  in 
our  Scripture  for  this  morning.  Let  us  turn  again  to  this  portion  of  Scripture. 
He  The  first  big  thing  which  Paul  points  out  is,  (read  vs  21).   In  the  "Fear  of 
God."   This  means  to  look  to  Him  in  expectation  for  the  answers  to  life's  prob- 
lems in  the  marital  state,  or  in  the  single  state. 

Jut  then  Paul  goes  on  to  cover  the  duties  involved  in  marriage,  vss  22-24,  Read. 
I  can  well  imagine  how  many  of  the  people  in  ^phesus  must  have  felt  when  these 
lines  were  read  to  them,  especially  the  men.  "See,  didn't  I  tell  you  that  women 
are  supposed  to  be  our  servants  and  wait  on  us  hand  and  foot,   ^oesn't  this 
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prove  what  we  have  been  saying  all  along?" 

E   then  the  words  were  read  as  Paul  continued  his  inspired  writing  a  little 
further,  (read  vss  25)   "But  wait  a  minute.   What's  this?"  All  of  a  sudden  things 
have  suddenly  taken  a  turn  for  the  worse.   "As  Christ  loved  His  Church!"  "Why 
that  means  a  sacrificial  love,  and  a  husband  is  expected  to  do  that  for  his  wife?" 
(Read  vss  26-29).  This  means  then  that  we  men  are  to  have  a  love  such  as  Cod  had 
for  the  Church,  toward  our  wives,   ,,'ow!   Isn't  that  mind  boggling? 
Vss  30-31,  Here  we  see   what  God  was  saying  when  He  said  that  man  needed  a  help 
meet  in  Genesis.   They  were  to  form  a  new  relationship  together,  husband  and 
wife.   Paul  recognized  this  as  a  mystery,  vs  32,  but  he  closes  this  portion  of 
Ccripture  with  the  words,  vs  33.   It  ite  to  be  a  mutual  love  and  respect  together. 
But  what  determines  whether  two  people  live  up  to  what  Cod  wants  this  marital 
arrangement  to  be?  The  answer  of  course  is  the  end  result  of  it.   For  usually 
from  this  union  comes  children  and  children  are  what  makes  a  woman  a  mother,  and 
8k_jan  a  father.   .;e  need  to  realize  that  it  takes  both  to  make  a  sound  marriage. 
A  woman  cannot  be  a  mother  by  herself,  nor  can  a  man  be  a  father  by  himself,  it 
takes  hoth  a  man  and  a  woman,  and  I  don't  care  what  the  female  homo-sexuals  are 
saying  about  becoming  mothers  by  artificial  insemination  today.   In  odder  to  have 
this  sin  perpetrated  on  society  it  requires  the  donation  of  the  seed  which  must 
come  from  a  proxy  father,  but  a  man  nevertheless.   Cod's  plan  for  the  proper  con- 
tinuance of  mankind  is  through  marriage  and  no  other  way. 

So  why  all  the  fuss?  -iimply  this.  There  are  mothers  who  deserve  to  be  honored 
today,  and  there  are  fathers  as  well.   But  there  are  also  mothers  and  fathers 
who  are  completely  unfit  to  be  called  by  those  names. 
tfhKfcxwsxasK^xiHxBttrxxasntstxxisxHXxxrKxx:^^ 
HSfexkHsxxKtefcxixBgsnxrxxkteiiaHxAfeHfcx^ 

KJdctodonwx 

j.  would  like  to  share  with  you  some  contrasts  which  we  need  to  loo',:  at  and  I 
trust  they  will  help  us  to  see  what  Cod  wants  our  families  to  be. 
(Illustration  of  boy  and  the  two  books  which  helped  his  life  the  most). 
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La  may  be  humorous,  but  it  has  a  germ  of  truth  running  through  it,  for  without 

t   3e  two  boohs  no  good  home  could  be  established.   lut  there  are  other  values 

which  must  be  shared  as  well. 

(Illustration  of  the  finished  book,  but  the  lost  boy). 

Father's  must  earn  a  living,  but  whatever  time  is  available, the  lovs  which  can  tee 

given,  should  be  shared,   "ontrast  this  story  with  the  story  of  another  boy, 

(Illustration  of  boy  arguing,  "My  dad  knows  God). 

This  is  what  every  child  should  be  able  to  say  of  his  father.   Father's  need  to 

know  the  Lord  if  they  are  going  to  be  the  fathers  they  should  be. 

jfetfexmsfcteHxs  Or  how  about  the  story  of  the  girl  who  '/anted  to  go  to  .a  certain 

dance  and  her  mother  wis  did  not  want  her  to  go;  (Illus  of  this  girl,  mother  died). 

This  would  be  a  sad  thing  for  that  girl  to  bear  the  rest  of  her  days.   Rut  again 

contrast  that  story  with  the  one  of  another  mother; 

boy 
(Illustration  of  little  x±r±  visint  shut-ins,  and  her  prayer  that  night). 

L.  e  again  shines  forth  an  example  of  a  mothers  love  which  was  pointing  her  child 
in  the  right  direction. 

In  order  to  have  good  families  in  today's  society  we  need  "Jafety  Valves  And 
Band- Aids,"   I  am  sure  that  almost  all  of  us  know  what  a  safety  valve  is.   I  hkb* 
worked  for  some  years  in  the  engine  room  of  an  office  building  in  downtown  I itts- 
burgh.   Part  of  my  job  was  to  keep  the  machinery  in  running  order.   This  machin- 
ery included  some  large  hot  water  boilers.  Ob  top  of  these  boilers  was  a  safety 
valve.   The  pressure  in  those  tanks  had  to  be  kept  at  a  c'ertain  level  and  degree, 
and  the  temperature  had  to  be  watched  rather  closely.   From  time  to  time  we 
would  test  the  valves  by  releasing  some  of  the  steam.   ./hen  the  lever  was  pulled 
a  burst  of  raw  fcs  scalding  hot  steam  was  released.   In  every  good  marriage  there 
is  a  safety  valve.   That  safety  valve  is  the  wife  and  mother.   It  is  she  who 
helps  to  keep  the  ship  of  state  on  an  even  keel  by  her  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
n^it  circumstances.   It  is  the  wife  and  mother  who  has  the  greates  influence  in 
the  home.   This  is  more  important  today  than  at  any  other  time.   Many  times  in 
our  marriage  my  wife  has  given  off  a  little  excess  steam  which  shows  that  the 
valve  still  works.   3$r  this  I  mean  there  have  been  days  I  have  come  home  and  she 
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But  it  works  the  other  way  around  as  well.   Husbands  should  be  the  "Band-Aids" 

of  the  marriage.   The  anglo-saxon  word  for  husband  simply  means,  "The  band  of  the 

house."   If  a  husband  is  the  "Band-Aid  of  the  family,  it  means  he  is  the  band 

which  keeps  and  holds  them  together.   It  doesn't  mean  that  everything  revolves 

many  situatotB. 
around  him,  but  that  he  is  the  stabalizing  influence  in  saHs££wac£*&KB.   But 

equally  important  is  that  both  husband  and  wife  ahare  as  "Safety  Valves  And  Band- 
Aids,"  iiK5Hi^iHsxH»i™xtimxsxiHK*±jOTXxx^K?qfxS»ifHx5qiHxS»x»M!rxsrx  i&KxslcKsExacSxatsrxaKSi 
skszs 

One  woman  wrote  of  her  mother  something  I  would  like  to  share  with  you  this 
morning. 

(_<ead  the  illustration  of  the  "Meanest  nother") 

a  .s  is  what  our  children  should  be  able  to  say  aot  only  about  their  mother,  but 
also  about  their  father.   Naturally  we  realize  that  this  is  how  children  should 
be  raised  even  in  our  permissive  society,   it  is  only  when  both  fathers  and 
mothers  take  their  responsibilities  seriously  all  over  our  country  that  we  are 
going  to  see  a  turn  around  of  the  problems  in  our  society  today. 
^liHipciliHxxiiqcxHKXHfo^KxiHKfcxSiximxxxKHH^ 

XftKXKXEftiXXXKHXXSXimEKXXHEK&riiXSH&XiKXXHX 

You  wives  and  mothers  here  today,  are  you  the  Safety  Valves  you  should  be  in  your 
family?   You  husbandsa  and  fathers,  are  you  the  Band-Aids  you  should  be?   You 
who  are  single,  or  separa  ed,  widowed,  or  divorced,  are  you  working  in  your  part- 
icular family  as  you  should?  I  am  going  to  ask  those  of  you  who  want  to  do  so, 
to  come  forward  during  the  singing  of  the  last  hymn  and  let  us  set  ousselves 
and  our  families  apart  for  God  to  use  and  direct.   Those  of  you  who  wish  to  re- 
bk-in  at  your  seats  may  do  so  as  well. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Trinity  Sunday  May  21,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Lori  Zavacky,  SAndy  Ferree  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude   ."Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God"      Karg-Elert 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  30  "Come,  we  who  love  the  Lard" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "0  God,  it  is  easier  for  us 
to  call  you  Lord  than  it  is  to  do  what  your  Lordship 
requires.   We  enlist  in  your  causes  but  find  ourselves 
losing  interest.   We  promise  to  be  courageous  but  find 
ourselves  giving  in  to  fear.  We  want  to  be  sensitive 
but  find  it  easy  to  be  hard.   We  fail  to  see  and  take 
advantage  of  the  great  opportunities  surrounding  us. 
Forgive  us,  our  Father,  Take  our  limitations  and  turn 
them  into  possibilities  for  service*  Grant  us  this 
grace  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 
•Kyrie         (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lard  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Daxology     No.  SSI 
Scripture;         Psalm  100 
Highlights  of  St.  Paul's 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
who's  who  in  the  Pew 
Offering, 

Offertory   "Go  Not  Far"  Zingarelll  -  Chancel  Choir 
Anthem:    "Fairest  Lord  Jesus"   Howdy  Bolam  and 

Chancel  Choir  with  Rol  Thompson,  flute 
F   mon:        "HOW  DO  VOU  SPELL  RELIEF?" 
hj.iin  No.  239   "Lead  on,  0  King  eternal!" 
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Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Postlude:       "Agincourt  Hymn" 

*Congregation  STanding  -  

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs,  Kenneth  Tressler  in  memory  of  her  "Parents" 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   #Robbie  Vinroe,  Brian 

Pfabe,  Chris  Pfabe,  Bob  Dellen  and  Gordon  Kennedy. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Harry  Fry  will  be  at  the  door  this 

morning  to  greet  the  Congregation  and  Visitors. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Barb  Andrews, 

Beth  Burns  and  Laurel  Stauffer 
Bill  Thompson  and  Roy  Andrews  will  he  visiting  at  the 

Hospital  this  week. 
Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Mae  Dutter  -  BCMH;  Eleanor 

McWilliams  -  Sunnyview;  Arthur  Covert  -  V.A.  Hospital. 
■  Today  -  We  will  have  20  going  to  Lake  Erie  Association 

Meeting  this  afternoon  at  Freconia.   We  will  all  meet 

at  the  Church  at  1:30  P.M. 
Tonight  -  5-8  -  Youth  Fellowship  Meeting 
.June  4  -  Congregational  Meeting  at  10:00  o'clock 

Service  (notice  the  time  change  will  be  on  June  4) , 

The  Congregation  at  this  time  will  be  notified  as 

to  how  we  are  going  to  borrow  the  money  on  the  new 

Educational  Building. 
No  one  signed  up  in  the  office  last  week,  or  left  us 

know  that  they  are  graduating.   Please  let  us  know 

if  you  are  graduating  from  College,  High  School  ar 

trade  school. 
"VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  -  Pre-registration  is  now  in 

p-ogress.  We  would  like  to  have  everyone  registered 

by  June  4th.   We  need  to  know  how  many  are  coming 

so  we  can  order  materials. 
Wed,  -  7:30  -  Constitution  Revision  Committee, 
Don't  forget  to  pick  up  your  Confirmation  Pictures. 

The  price  is  $4,00. 


I 


Almighty  God,  we  thank  you  for  the  health  and  strength 
you  give  us  to  earn  our  keep.  Give  us  not  only  thank- 
ful hearts,  but  a  new  desire   to  do  all  labor  well. 
Forgive  us  for  any  strife  or  discord  we  may  create  in 
our  work.   Free  us  from  causing  problems  with  our  fellow 
workers.  Let  us  love  instead  of  hate,  and  cleanse 
us  onoe  again.  This  we  aek  In  the  name  of  Jesus  our  Lord 
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jw  Do  You  Spell  belief?" 
'salm  100;  Scripture:  jssala  100 

glndley.blk  ex-slave  pastor  Hhila) 
How,  "HOI  DO   SPEL  RELIEF? M«Sairl»Rel*if  ,Me»Releaf 

Thez  Bpels  bad  as  TV»Rolai&0  Si  real  spel  in  Bible 
jcrip"  this  A!"  giv  anser  enuf  2  help  anyl  hav  relief 
V3  '-g=B  Thankful  &  this  Bindley  did  &  was  &  G  relieve 
fulnes  mus  cum  in  Sdrrn  submission 
How  is  say  t\i±a-1«Y8  3b  &  this  say  G  in  ch  r™e 
He  in  control, He  shepherd  &  we  sheep, follow  Kim 
Do  sheep  tel  shep  wat  2  do?  Do  parents  let  child  tel 
:  ost  don't, but  permiss  societ  sum  do  3  fail  miserabl 
"rents  point  way  3cuz,experienc,a::e  &  so  on 
G  lik  this  &  kno  wat  need  Sc  giv  2  us  even  tho  we 
cannot  0  wat  purpos  our  livs  serv 
(TIIhr  woman  .tagh.nn  .?■  yin  t1,  /ash  monument) 
This  mattr  no  3  abl  2G  forest  4  trees 
If  cud  3tan  bak  &  C  whol  pictur  perhap  underst 
But  G  no  giv  whol  pictur  3  only  litl  at  time  &  so 
mus  thank  Him  4  His  wisdom  in  doing  this  4  us 
Vs  1-3  Joyful -3  canno  do  if  fil  witb  grief. sorro 
'I'ftlS  no  mean  lif  all  smiles, G  no  want  this  nor  duz 
He  expect  it  4  He  kno  wen  deth,ilnes,suffr  cum, we 
sad , hurt , cry , mourn 
But  He  want  us  2  rise  abuv  circumstanc  &  G  joy  in 
midst  them 
(TlliiR  :,r.  U*inv  3  jot  in  his  life'; 
Lif  aroun  may  B  shambls  3  utter  chaos  reign, out  if 
-;   in  residenc  of  harts  we  can  hav  joy 
1  ow  many  felt  Joy  at  rain  this  wk?   I  didn't  at  1st 
(Hxamn  .of  ?1^n*    ^""^n  grass^  OH  G  it  yours  etc) 

^ound  Joy  in  rain  3  help  lift  rae  abuv  rain, dreary 
HL  rp:    Bros  hate  yng  1,sell  slavry,he  afflic  suffr 
T"et  suffr  &  afflict  gav  neuess  peep  23  gentl  leadr 
•  all  turn  out  as  it  did?  3cuz  he  trust  G 
Read=Gen  50:20 
/s  4b=lraise=this  mos  difficult  3  anyi, 

difficult  cuz  past  circumst  <  nothin  ther  2  raisi 
or  present  3  ther  nothing  2  praise  S  4  either 
But  G  want  2  show  us  that  if  trust  Him  He  will 
bring  4th  gud  out  of  all  circumstances 
Clllus  ,,m  Carey  3  burned  printing  planf) 
How  many  us  cud  do  this?  Or  how  many  cud  pray  as  Js 
did=Thank  U  4  bringing  me  2  this  hour" 
;;en  think  this  we  kno  G  of fr  self  as  J,acrif  of  3  rai£ 
4-u-  we  need  2  Praia  G  4  all  things  Bcuz  get  gud  f roc 
Heeu.2  hav  vision  of  cross  3  no  probs  prais  G  then 
(Illus  -tachel  Ha-inf)  Ho  II  Jnel  Relief?   Worl  spel; 
RolaidjAlk  Selfr, pills , bottle  but  Ps«Yb  3-Sod 
4  this  let  us  show  4th=3hanks, Joy, I raise 


"How  Do  You  Spell  Relief?" 
Scripture:  Psalm  100 

(,.  .lustration,  of  Charles  A.  Tindley,  black  ex-slave  pastor  in  Philadelphia) 
Now  how  do  you  spell  relief?  I  asked  Shirley  this  the  other  day  and  she  said 
"Releif ,"  which  of  course  is  wrong  since  it  is  spelled ,  "Releaf."  Of  course  in 
case  you  haven't  discovered  by  now,  these  spellings  are  as  bad  as  the  one  on  TV 
which  spells  it,  "Polaids."   But  the  proper  way  to  spell  relief  is  found  in  many 
portions  of  Scripture,  but  basically  it  is  found  many  times  in  the  Psalms. 
Our  Scripture  for  this  morning  spells  Relief  in  a  manner  which  can  assist  anyone 
to  find  and  have  relief  no  matter  what  the  problem  or  trouble  may  be. 
What  the  100th  Psalm  points  out  to  us  is  that  first  of  all  we  are  to  be  Thankful. 
This  is  what  Charles  ...   Tindley  did.  Although  his  child  had  died  during  the 
night,  and  they  had  nothing  to  eat,  he  thanked  C-od  for  what  he  did  have,  and  Pod 
sent  relief  even  while  he  was  thanking  aod  for  it. 

This  thankfulness  then  must  come  in  the  form  of  submission.   How  does  the  I salmist 
e,»;  ress  this?  Look  at  verse  3,  "It  is  He  that  hath  made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves. 
"e  are  His  people,  -nd  the  sheep  of  His  pasture."   He  is  the  one  in  charge  of 
our  lives.   Te  can  control  nothing,  but  He  can  control  all.   It  is  He  that  is  the 
shepherd  and  not  we.   .;e  cannot  tell  Him  what  to  do,  He  must  tell  us.  :\s   a 
Father  He  must  be  in  charge.  Do  parents  let  their  children  tell  them  what  they 
are  going  to  do  and  do  it?  Unfortunately  we  must  say  that  in  todays  permissive 
society  some  are  striving  to  raise  children  in  this  manner  and  are  findinr;  out 
they  are  failing  miserably  because  of  it.  But  normally  we  know  that  parents 
try  to  point  their  children  in  the  right  direction  because  they  are  older  and 
wiser,  and  have  been  through  some  things  which  qualifies  them  to  give  direction 
in  this  manner.  The  same  is  true  of  Cod,  He  knows  what  we  need  and  what  we 
don't  need.   He  seeks  to  give  us  the  things  we  need  even  though  we  often  cannot 
see  what  purpose  some  parts  of  our  lives  serve.  Many  times  we  are  like  the  lady 
wn.o  went  to  .'ashington  D.C.  on  a  tour.   The  group  was  whisked  all  over  the  place 
and  finally  they  were  herded  into  an  elevator  and  taken  to  the  top  of  the  Wash- 
ington Monument.  The  lady  looked  all  around  and  said,  "Oh,  isn't  it  wonderful? 
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Way  I  can  see  all  the  points  of  interest.   There's  the  Capitol,  the  ','hite  House, 
£        the  Lincoln  Memorial,  But  where  is  the  Washington  vlonument?" 
It  is  a  matter  of  not  being  able  to  see  the  forest  for  the  trees.   If  we  could 
stand  badk  and  see  the  whole  picture,  perhaps  we  could  understand.  But  God  does  .- 
n't  choose  to  give  us  the  whole  picture.  He  gives  it  to  -s  a  little  at  a  time 
and  so  we  must  be  thankful  to  Him  for  what  we  can  see  and  observe,  and  trust  Him 
for  the  rest  of  it. 


The  Psalmist  tells  us  that  the  second  element  we  need  is  to  give  forth  joy. 
In  verse  1  we  read,  "Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord."  You  cannot  make  a  joy- 
ful noise  if  you  are  filled  with  sadness  and  grief.   This  doesn't  mean  that  there 
are  only  to  be  smiles  through  all  of  life.   God  doesn't  want  that,  nor  does  He 
t   ect  it.   He  knows  that  when  a  loved  one  dies,  or  there  is  illness,  or  suffer- 
ing we  become  sad,  and  grieve,  and  cry.   But  what  He  does  want  is  that  we  rise 
above  a  lot  of  circumstances  of  life  and  see  joy  in  the  midst  of  them.  xswxKHiqc 
(Illustration  of  Principal  Rainy  and  joy  in  his  life,  ;;S02  -2400  Illus) 
Life  around  us  may  be  a  shambles  and  utter  chaos  may  reign,  but  if  the  King  is 
in  residence  in  our  hearts  we  can  have  joy.   How  many  of  us  felt  joy  at  all  the 
rain  we  bad  this  week?   I  felt  like  most  of  you  when  the  rain  continued  to  fall 
without  letup.   But  I  got  up  one  morning  and  looked  out  at  the  flooded  brown 
portion  of  ground  on  which  I  had  planted  grass  seed  and  I  thought,  "Oh  no,  the 
seed  is  either  going  to  rot,  or  float  away."   But  then  the  thought  caraeto  me 
that  it  is  not  mine  to  worry  over.   At  this  point  I  said  to  God,  ".veil  God,  its 
your  ground,  and  your  seed,  and  if  you  want  me  to  have  mud  instead  of  grass, 
I'll  take  it, "and  thank  you  for  it."   So  you  know  what?   The  grass  is  starting 

sprout  and  it  looks  as  though  it  will  grow  after  all.   But  I  found  myself 
whistling  at  different  times  during  the  dreary  spell  and  it  made  things  go  just 
that  much  better.   It  was  then  that  I  began  to  recall  how  God  has  promised  that 
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He  will  show  us  He  is  with  us  even  in  the  most  dreary  hour  of  day  or  night. 
I   k  at  the  story  of  a  family  which  had  been  told  by  God  that  a  younger  brother 
was  going  to  be  their  leader,   "he  brothers  hated  him,  and  sold  him  into  slavery. 
He  suffered  and  was  afflicted  for  years.  let  this  suffering  and  affliction  save 
him  the  necessary  preparation  to  be  a  kind  and  gentle  leader,   Thy  did  all  of 
this  turn  out  as  it  did?  Because  he  trusyed  God  to  bring  joy  out  of  his  suffer- 
ing.  Read  what  he  said  in  Genesis  50:20,  (read). 

The  third  element  the  Psalmist  points  out  to  us  for  relief  is  Praise.   In  the 
middle  of  verse  4  we  are  told  to  enter"into  His  courts  with  ± raise."  This  is 
the  most  difficult  part  for  any  of  us.   It  is  difficult  because  we  may  know  of 
our  past  circumstances  and  we  cannot  find  much  there  to  praise  God  for.   or  we 
may  look  at  the  present  and  there  doesn't  seem  to  be  much  there  to"  praise  God 
for,  or  the  future  may  give  no  hint  of  anything  to  be  praising  ^od  for  wither. 
But  what  God  wants  is  for  us  to  trust  Him  to  show  us  that  out  of  all  circum- 
i      aces  He  will  bring  forth  good. 

(Illustration  of  Jilllam  Carey  the  missionary  and  printing  plant  burned) 
How  many  of  us  could  do  as  he  did?  Or  how  many  of  us  could  pray  as  Jesus  did 
saying,  "Thank  you  God  for  bringing  me  to  this  hour?"   .vhen  we  think  in  terms 
such  as  this  we  see  that  God  Himself  offered  a  sacrifice  of  praise  for  us. 
"e  need  to  praise  God  for  all  tbings  because  He  always  brings  good  from  evil. 
e  need  to  have  a  vision  of  the  cross  and  then  we  will  have  no  problems  with 
praising  GQd. 

(Illustration  of  Rachel  Saint  and  baptized  by  the  man  who  killed  her  father) 
"How  do  you  spell  relief?"   The  world  may  spell  it  Rolaids,  or  Alka-Seltzer, 
or  dispense  it  from  a  pill  box,  or  drink  it  from  a  bottle;  but  the  Psalmist 
points  it  out  to  us  in  plain  and  simple  language  in  the  beginning  of  the  3rd 
verse  of  the  100th  Isalm.   "Know  ye  that  the  Lord  He  is  God."   belief  is  spelled, 
J3,"  God.   ?or  this  let  is  show  ifexHk  forth  thanks,  joy,  and  praise. 


5T*  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler t   Pennsylvania 
Second  Sunday  After  Pentecost      May  28,  1978 
The  REv.  Jack  Levin,   Guest  Minister 
Mrs,  Wallace  Feder,  Organist 
Mr.  Howard  Bolam,  Liturgist 
Lori  Zavacky,  Sandy  Ferree  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:    "Coma  Holy  Ghost"  Wilson 

•Processional  Hymn  No*  322  "The  Church's  one  Foundation" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  {In  Unison)  "Lord  God,  our  Saviour,  you  have 
been  faithful  in  your  promise  to  deliver  us  from  the 
guilt  of  our  sins,  and  make  us  acceptable  to  you  !ind 
your  kingdom.   But  too  often  I  have  not  been  faithful 
in  following  my  promise  to  obey  your  will,  and  I  have 
not  loved  imy  neighbors  and  enemies.   I  humbly  ask 
forgiveness,  Lord.  In  Jesus'  name.  Amen." 

•Kyrle  (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

*  Lpyman:'0  Lord  open  our  lips 

*People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

•Doxology   No.  S51 
Scripture:        Acts  3:26-29 
Hymn  No*  254    "Jesus,  I  live  to  Thee" 

•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles1  Creed) 

•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People;   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory     "0  Lord  of  Heat"  Wilsffi 

Solo  "I  Believe"  Karen  Maloney 

Sermon:    "THE  CONVERSION  OF  A  GOVERNMENT  OFFICIAL'1 
Hymn  No.  221   "My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee" 
Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Poatlude        "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic" 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Jamee  Stewart  in  loving  memory  of  her  Husband  - 

Jimmy* 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Don  Kingeley,  Richard 

Mangel,  Art  Carney  and  Gary  Penar. 
Elder  and  Mrs,  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Chris  Gibbs, 

and  Pauline  Pencil < 
Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Zoa  Morrison  and  Mrs,  Lillian  Kradel . 
Mrs.  Mae  Dutter  would  like  to  thank  everyone  for  their 

Get  Well  Cards  and  Prayers. 
Don't  forget  next  week  we  will  have  a  time  change  in 

Church  School  and  Morning  Worship.   Church  School 

will  be  at  9:00  arid  Morning  Worship  at  10:00.   There 

will  also  be   Junior  Church  during  the  Morning  Worship 

Service, 
Holy  Communion  will  be  next  Sunday  at  10:00  in  the  Pews. 
Holy  Communion  will  be  next  Sunday  evening  at  7:30  at 
the  Altar* 
We  wish  to  thank  The  Rev*  Jack  Levin  for  being  with 

us  today  and  bringing  the  message. 
Our  thanks  to  Elder  Howdy  Bolam  for  serving  as 

Liturgist  today. 
Rev.  Link  will  be  back  next  Sunday*  Dale  was  married 

yesterday. 
Congregation  meeting  will  be  next  Sunday  after  the 

Service  for  the  purpose  of  telling  the  Congregation 

where  the  Church  will  borrow  the  money  to  finance 

the  new  Educational  Building* 
VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  -  Pre-registration  is  now  in 

progress*   The  registration  forms  are  in  the  Narthex. 

We  would  like  to  have  everyone  registered  by  June 

4th  {next  Sunday),   We  need  to  know  how  many  are 

coming  so  we  can  order  materials. 

Mr.  Arthur  Covert  -  Veterans.  Hospital 
Mra.  Eleanor  Mcwilliame  -  Surmyview 
Next  Sunday  afternoon  -  2:30  -  UCC  Concerns  meeting 
with  three  Church  here  at  2:30  P.M. 
Daily  Bread  Booklets  are  in  the  Narthex  -  if  you  wish 

to  leave  a  donation  -  a  box  is  provided. 
Western  Penna.  Bible  Conference  -  June  18-25,  Slippery 
Rock,  Pa,  Leaflets  in  Narthex, 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
But 1 er ,  Pennsy 1 vani  a 
Third  Sunday  After  Pentecost        June  4t  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Minister 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist 
Robin  Knauer,  Beth  Feder  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  FOR  HOLY  COMMUNION  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude      "If  Thau  But  Suffer  God  to  Guide  Thee"  Bach 
♦Processional  Hymn  lfl4  "All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name: 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Alternate  Order  of  Communion   Page  32 
Scripture:       Luke  22:7-20 

Hymn  No.  338    "According  to  Thy  gracious  word" 
♦Apostles  Creed 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Announcements 
Offering 

Offertory:    "I  Call  to  Thee,  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  Bach 
Solo:    "Going  My  Way"  Copeland  -  Sung  by  Rob  Sybert 

accompanist  -  Cyndie  Sybert  -  Piano 
Sermon;         "TAKE  AND  DO" 
Communion  Hymn  341   "Here,  0  my  Lord" 
•Alternate  Order  of  Communion  Page  33 
The  Communion 
•Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 

•Hymn  of  Thanksgiving  182  "Fairest  Lord  Jesus!" 
•Benediction 
•Threefold  Amen 

*Postlude       "Come,  Holy  Ghost"  Armsdorf 

--------  'Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs.  Ann  Williams  in  loving  memory  of  her  "Husband"  - 
Woody ■ 
Serving  Communion  today:  Richard  Mangel,  Charles  Penar, 

Bill  Thompson,  Howard  Bo lam  and  Norma  Knauer. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  William  Thompson  will  greet  the  Congrega- 
tion at  the  door  this  morning. 
The  Communion  Cards  are  in  the  Pew  holders.   If  you  are 
visiting  please  put  either  your  Pastor  or  Church  and 

dress  on  the  back  of  the  card  and  they  will  be  forwarded. 
Tonight  at  7-.30  -  Holy  Communion  at  the  Altar. 

Next  Sunday  at  7:30  -  Grange  Hymn  Sing  -  Congregation 
and  fr   ids  are  invited. 


J* 
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Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Dru  Rensel  and  Lori 
Zavacky . 

Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Zoa  Morrison  and  Mrs.  Lillian 
Kradel.  f  *#**?+  rd^A^iyr  /&&.  &***%  AT  &*J2}I,A 

Mrs.  Peg  Snider  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation 
for  the  Tapes  -  Tape  Player  and  the  person  who  delivers 
them  to  her  each  week. 

Next  Saturday  the  youth  Fellowship  are  going  to  have 
a  car  wash  and  Pancake  breakfast  here  at  the  Church. 
$2.00  for  Car  Wash  and  Pancake  breakfast  for  driver, 
each  addional  passenger  SI. 00  each.  -  fQ,         T7    f'&& 

The  Youth  Fellowship  are  on  a  Retreat  at  Cooks  Forest 
Friday  evening  thru  Tonight* 

If  we  are  going  to  make  Church  School  worth  while  - 
bring  your  children  and  stay  yourself.   There  are  a 
lot  of  good  classes  for  everyone  -  Church  School  is 
at  9:00  and. Morning  Worship  at  10:00.  ^Junior  Church 

~wilL  be-jed  bv  Lit  Armstrong  — i  n -,«■={  ,4  "O-^j-c  ,  ^      -■ 
'tTday  alter  lnw5ervlO*5^**"ff,WW»*?  Congregational     ■Jyy 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  where  we  will  ^ 
borrow  the  money  for  the  new  Educational  Building.     *** 

Today  -  2:30  -  Meeting  with  the  3  other  Churches  on 
U.  C.C.  Concerns  here  at  our  Church. 

Our  Congratulations  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dale  Link  on  their 
Wedding  last  Saturday  a  week  ago. 

VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  -  Please  register  today  for 
Vacation  Bible  School.  June  19-22nd;  26th  -  29th 
at  6:30  in  the  evening  until  8:00  P.M.  each  evening. 
There  is  a  different  age  group  for  everyone  in  the 
Family.   Registration  forms  are  in  the  Narthex. 
We  need  to  know  how  much  material  to  buy  -  so  please 
register  today.  AO*i*TS   C  (fit  0  l*flP 

Teacher's  training  will  begin  this  Fall  for  anyone 
interested  in  teaching  or  just  self  development. 

Wed.  -  7:30  -  Church  Council  meeting. 

Thurs.  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published*   please 
have  all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 

June  25  -  Church  in  the  Park  and  Picnic  -  It  was  really 
nice  last  year  and  I  am  sure  you  will  enjoy  It. 

Wed*  21  -  Young  Congregationllets  from  Newton  Fall, 
Ohio  will  be  here.   Rev.  James  Keough  will  lead  this 
Group  in  singing.   We  still  need  placed  for  1  couple. 
4   boys  and  7  girls.   Please  contact  Pastor  or  Bea  if 
you  can  help*   refreshments  will  be  served  /terwarrds. 


"Take  And  Do" 
Text:  Luke  22:17}  *8  &  19; 
o'  ipture:  Lule  22:7-20 

Jesus  had  fulfilled  about  5  or  y'i   years  of  His  public  minsitry  and  was  now  at 
the  point  of  sharing  the  Feast  of  the  Passover  with  His  disciples,  do  He  sent 
riis  two  trusted  disciples,  Peter  and  John  to  a  certain  place  in  the  city  where 
they  were  to  meet  a  man  and  make  the  nesessary  arrangements.  Thus,  all  of  the 
details  had  been  worked  out  and  they  assembled  in  what  we  have  come  to  know  as 
"The  upper  Room."  At  this  point  in  the  beginning  of  the  meal  Jesus  speaks  to 
His  disciples  and  He  said,  "With  desire  I  have  desired,  etc,  vss  15-16." 
This  meal  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  "lord's  Supper,"  just  as  the  prayer  He 
taught  His  disciples  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  "lord's  Prayer."  But  ironic- 
ally in  both  of  these  forms  are  to  be  found  two  elements  which  are  demands  upon 
each  of  us  if  we  truly  want  to  be  followers  of  Him. 

The  first  thing  we  see  that  Jesus  did  was  to  take  the  cup,  vs  17,  and  to  share 
be  with  them.  But  He  said,  "Take  this,  and  divide  it  among  yourselves."  This 
was  not  only  a  command  to  partake  of  the  wine,  but  to  "RECEIVE  IT."   SHxrKESssa 
sjraafckiiss  (Illustration  of  boy  and  uncle  offering  nicklea  and  dimes) 
The  boy  was  not  only  smart  enough  not  to  shut  off  his  supply  of  money,  but  he 
was  smart  enough  to  know  that  he  had  to  take  it  to  be  able  to  have  it.  This  is 
what  Jesus  was  imparting  to  His  disciples  in  this  Last  Supper.   But  it  was  also 
the  message  He  had  imparted  arici  throughout  all  of  His  ministry.   He  had  invited 
anyone  to  "Take"  His  words,  to  rely  upon  Him,  to  receive  that  which  He  offered 
so  freely.   "Take  my  yoke  upon  you  for  my  burden  is  easy  and  my  yoke  is  light." 
This  meant  to  grasp,  to  lay  hold  of,  to  reach  out  and  utterly  "Take"  what  Jesus 
had  to  offer.   And  even  in  His  last  moments  among  those  He  loved,  He  thought 
enough  of  them  that  He  wanted  them  to  receive  that  which  lie  had  to  offer. 

-  also  in  all  of  Jesus'  life  was  to  he  found  another  element  and  this  required 
something  on  the  part  of  those  who  did  come  and  "Take."   We  find  this  speiled 
out  in  the  19th  verse,  (read  verse).  He  said,  "This  Do."  This  means  to  not 
only  receive,  or  "take"  the  wine  and  the  bread,  but  to  "Ho  "  this  in  remembrance 
of  Him. 


-2- 

To  "Do"  is  to  be  involved  in  an  action  on  our  part.   But  what  action  is  involved  "i 

can  answer  ttiis  by  asking  what  aE±±HH  was  being  signified  by  the  actions  of 
Jesus  following  this  "Last  Supper"  with  His  friends?   'The  answer  of  course  is 
the  action  of  the  Sacrifice  of  Himself  for  mankind,  and  in  that  action  is  to  be 
found  "forgiveness."  So  we  not  only  '"rake"  what  Jesus  is  offering  us,  but  we 
"Do"  something  about  it.  The  first  thing  we  must  "Do"  after  "Takin ;"that  which 
Jesus  give-:  to  us,  is  to  emulate  Him. 

(Illustration  of  king  George  IV  said  forgiving  a  loitering  messenger) 
This  is  the  first  requirement,;  to  forgive  as  we  are  forgiven.  But  this  is 
difficult  and  does  not  come  easy.   Can  we  think  of  anyone  this  morning  we  have 
not  forgiven  in  our  hearts.   If  there  is  a  grudge  or  sore  spot  there  caused  by 
someone's  doing  something  to  us  v/e  must  forgive  them  in  order  to  receive  the 
forgiveness  of  God.  Let  us  each  just  reflect  a  semehJi  moment  on  this  aad  ask 
God's  forgiveness  for  them,  and  for  us  as  well,  for  any  bitterness  which  may 

there.   Let  us  pray  for  a  moment. 
But  we  must  also  realize  that  it  not  only  takes  our  forgiving  of  others  to  be 
forgiven,  but  it  also  takes  another  type  of  action  as  well.   In  another  portion 
of   cripture  Jesus  said,  "^>o   unto  others."   And  again  this  is  difficult. 
(Illustration  of  missionary,  Japanese  soldier,  and  "Take  and  eat.'1) 
This  soldier  was  willing  to  show  what  he  had  learned  from  Jesus'  teachings. 
Maybe  we  haven't  exactly  been  willing  to"do"  .just  exactly  what  Jesus  demands  of 
Mi  us  and  we  may  wonder  why  life  does  not  hold  the  joy  which  it  should,   ./hat  we 
need  to  realize  is  that  we  mu  t  fir.  t  get  ourselves  six  in  a  proper  relationship 
with  the  J-iord,  and  then  other  things  are  goinp:  to  fall  into  place.  Let  us  each 
one  reflect  for  a  moment  of  how  we  may  be  acting  toward  others,  or  how  we  may 
be  treating  iaak  others  and  the  then  are  wondering  why  our  lives  are  not  right. 
Let  us  look  to  God  again  briefly  in  prayer. 

-x,ow  I  would  invite  all  of  you  who  profess  a  belief  in  Jesus  Christ  to  cone  with 
me  and  let  us  gather  around  His  table. 

(Poem:  "Gome  To  This  Table")  Gome  now,  and  let  us  eat  and  drink;  let  us  first 
nke",  and  then  let  us  go  forth  and  "Do." 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
ly  Communion  (Altar)  J™e  4.  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Rosemarie  Bowman,  Guest  Organist 

ORDER  FOR  HOLV  COMMUNION  -  7:30 

Prelude  ,  ._„-« 

•Hymn  No.  8   "Praise  ye  the  Lord,  the  Almighty* 
•Ascription 
•Invocation 
Scripture:   Responsive  Reading  #47  -  Page  596 
Offering 

Offertory 
Communion  Meditation:   "Common  Elements" 
Communion  Hymn  No.  204  "Break  Thou  the  bread  of  life. 
•Alternate  Order  of  Communion  Page  32 
The  Communion 
•Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 

•Hymn  of  Thanksgiving  278  "0  Love  that  wilt  not  let  me  go 
•Benediction 
•Threefold  Amen 
•Postlude 
-_-___---  *Congregation  Standing  ------- 

We  invite  all  Christians  regardless  of  denomination  to 
partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  with  us. 

-lease  fill  out  a  Communion  card  so  that  our  Church's 
x-eeords  are  accurate.  You  will  find  them  in  the 
receptacle  on  the  back  of  the  pews. 
If  visitors  will  put  either  the  name  and  address  of 
their  church  on  their  Pastor's  name  and  address  on 
the  back  of  the  communion  card,  it  will  be  forwarded. 

jfyf     &t,*s» ********    /Zji     0'"-  ■"£*     /ff4.r/  - 


n  lements" 


'Psf 


1  Oor  10:16 


2  substances  ooamoa,  but  hav  sumthin  in  common 
(is  B  made  from  multiplicity  of  material 

-1  raain  wheat  no  gudH  grape  no  ~ud,  need  multiplied 

thousands : 

:iimilar  in  other  ways 

..'heat:  pass  thru  winter, ground  2  flour, fired  in  oven 

Compar   2   Js   &   sacrif  ice'Tor'ftlrrs  , rigors  , Calvary 

drapes:  Nus  B  pressed  &  squeezed  &   lose  lif  2  makw 
wine:  ^omapr  2  Js  &  lif  squeeze  out  litl  by  little 

'inheE  symbo1  iz  passion  &  suffr  2  obtain  our  salvation 

*en  we  join  Sgathes  aa  peop  of  G  we  lik  Wheat  S-,  Grap 
we  lose  our  identity  &  Bcum  1  in  Him, 
But  involv  in  this  L'S  Bupper  we  also  mus  B  individ 
2  Bcum  a  part  of  t  aa  whole 


"Being  Lead  To  Know" 

Scripture:  1  Corinthians  2 
Text:  1  Corinthians  2:12 

Here  is  a  portion  of  Scripture  in  which  Paul  explains  the  main  thrust  of  his 
preaching.   Let  us  look  at  it  again. 

Vss  1  8b  2  show  that  Paul  came  not  to  speak  of  his  wisdom  but  the  special  preach- 
ing of  Js  Xp. 

(Illustration  of  Church  8e  arch  above  it, "We  Preach  Christ  Crucified") 
Paul  knew  that  in  the  quest  to  impart  more  wisdom  cones  the  desire  to  forsake 
the  very  plain  and  simple  thing  which  is  Jesus  Christ  crucified.   'Jithout  this 
message  preached  in  all  of  its  simplicity  and  power,  the  Church  cannot  stand 
for  loag.PaUl  goews  on  to  state  that  he  was  fearful  and  trembling,  but  his 
preaching  was  done  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  spirit's  power,  vss  3,4. 
This  was  done  so  that  the  faith  of  those  who  heard  would  not  be  in  the  wisdom 
of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God.   In  God's  lord, 

illustration  of  new  young  preacher  &  congregation  of  learned  men, call  to  Dad 
v_- and  Dad's  advice,  to  preach  the  Gospel,  most  of  them  do  not  know  it.) 

.1  uses  a  word  in  the  7th  verse,      IRION  which  means  something  that  Is  bidder 

is  used  in  the  sense  of  a  group  who  kek  hnve  been  initiated  into  a  certain 

group  know  the  1"      a  and  those  who  have  not  are  unaware  of  what  is  meant. 

Those  who  have  accepted  the  Lord  know  the  musterion  of  God,  but  those  who  do 

not  or  will  not,  do  not  know  this  mystery,  vs  3. 

He  do  not  understand  all  that  God  has  in  store  for  those  who  really  love  Him  and 

live  for  Him,  vs  9, 

But  the  Holy  °pirit  has  cone  and  shows  these  things  to  those  who  are  in  Christ. 

vs  10. 

No  man  knows  the  inner  man  except  the  person  who  is  living  that  particular  li&e. 

We  cannot  see  into  the  heart  of  a  man  and  know  his  inner  thoughts  and  motives. 

e  cannot  know  that  man  as  he  knows  himself,  vs  11a.   But  the  same  is  true  of 

wd.   It  is  only  the  Holy  Spirit  thi     ows  the  intimate  things  of  God,  and  it 

it  only  the  Xioly  Spirit  which  can  give  them  to  us. 
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True  wisdom  does  not  cone  from  man,  but  from  the  spirit  of  God.   The       pirit 
And  these  truths  Paul  writes,  cone  only  from  God  freely.   igatxtiiK  The  spirit  if 
the  world  is  the  things  of  the  world.   Those  th„t  are  secualr,  or  cone  from 
Satan  himself.  It  is  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  the  Holy  spirit  which  permits  us  to 
know  the  things  that  are  given  to  us  freely  from  God,  ts  12. 

Paul  elaborate s  on  this  a  little  more  in  vs  13,  where  he  points  out  that  this 
is  not  in  the  v/irsdo.n  of  man,  but  from  the  Holy  Spirit  which  lets  a  believer 
compare  spiritual  things  with  things  that  are  spiritual. 

Then   follows  a  comparison  between  the  natural  man  and  the  spiritual  man.  The 
natural  man  cannot  discern,  or  understand  the  things  that  are  spiritual  because 
its  like  trying  to  mix  apples  and  oranges.   Apples  will  always  be  apples,  and 
oranges  will  always  be  oranges,  and  never  the  two  can  be  different.   A  natural 
man  must  become  a  spiritual  man  if  he  is  to  understand  and  know  spiritual 
things.  Paul  points  this  out  in  vss  1^-15. 

The  word  for  spiritual  in  the  15th  vs  is:  OS,  or  spirit  filled.   Tb "  - 

mwans  a  person  who  is  literally  filled  with  the  spirit  of  God.  PHEUMA  means 
air,  or  breath,  or  wind.  Using  it  in  this  light  then  it  becomes  a  man  who  is 
filled  with  the  very  breath  of  God.  The  hymn  says,  and  we  shall  sing  it  as  our 
last  hymn,  "3reath  on  me  breath  of  God."   This  is  what  .  aeans. 

tl  closes  his  discourse  by  stating  that  no  one  could  ever  know  the  mind  of 
God  or  instruct  Him,  but  the  believer  can  be  taught  by  God  because  he  knows 
Christ,  and  therefore  can  understand  the  mind  of  Christ.   This  again  is  the 
spirit  filled  individual. 

basically  in  all  of  this  Paul  is  saying  that  a  spiritual  person  is  "Being 
Lead  To  Know,"  through  the  work  of  the  Holy  spirit. 
(Illustration  of  "I'm  no  theologian.") 

He  do  not  need  to  be  a  theologian  to  understand  what  God  wants  us  to  under- 
stand. All  that  is  required  is  that  we  know  Christ  as  our  Saviour,  and  tha-'  </e 
seek  to  grow  In  Hia  -<'ord.  He  must  study  to  show  ourselves  approved  as  Paul 
points  out  in  Timothy.   The  Holy  Spirit  will  instruct  us  and  we  will  know  what 
God  wants  us  to  know.   Unlike  the  man  who  did  not  understand  Communion,  we  can 

(Over) 


know   at  Communion  Is  the  partaking  of  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine  to  ' 
forgiveness  of  our  sins.   But  it  is  also  in  Remembrance  of  the  sacrifice  Jesus 

irist  made  for  us.   In  this  sacrament  we  are  dealing  not  only  with  the  mystical 
presence  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  with  the  presence  of  the  iloly  Spirit  guiding  us 
into  all  truth.   Come,  let  us  eat  at  His  table. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday  After  Pentecost       June  11,  197a 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Choir  Director  and  0rgani3t 
Robin  Knauer,  and  Beth  Feder  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude        "The  King  of  Love"  Willan 

•■processional  Hymn  No.  8  "Praise  ye  the  Lord,  the  Almighty" 
•■Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
'Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  "Most  Merciful  Father,  like 
the  prodigal  we  come  before  thee  to  confess  that  we 
have  sinned  and  are  no  longer  worthy  to  be  called  thy 
children.   Against  thee  we  have  rebelled-   Yet  in  our 
distant  land  thou  through  thy  Spirit  doth  say  to  us, 
"Come  home."  By  that  same  Spirit  make  us  clean,  that 
we  may  stand  before  thee  once  again  to  affirm  our 
sonship,  through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen," 
•Kyric  (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Prai3e 

•Pastor:  '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

"People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture:       Deuteronomy  1:1-18 
Hymn  No,  373  "Christ  for  the  world  we  sing" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith    (Apostles1  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

PaBtor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory   "Jesus,  Priceless  Treasure"   Bach 
Solo       "HE"    Sung  by  Karen  Maloney       Richards 
Sermon:        "T.G.I.F." 
Hvmn  No.  393   "0  brother  man" 
nediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Postlude       "Ricercare"  Freseobaldi 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  this  morning  have  been 
given  by  Hiss  Clara  and  Miss  Florence  Shakely  in 
memory  of  Loved  Ones. 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:"*Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 
Steve  Vargo  and  Gottlob  Kradel. 

Elder  and  Mrs.  Har»y  Fry  will  greet  the  Congregation 
at  the  door  this  morning, 
"■^Hospi  tali  zed:   Mrs.  Lillian  Kradel,  Mrs.  Zoa  Morrison,  t'A 
Mr.  Donald  Stevenson,  Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton.  -J**J!:  ^*¥*  y 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Sandy  Sheppeck :,'<^  ~  _ 
Marci  Sheppeck,  and  Amy  Burns.  ^%g^- 

"^>Our  Sincere  Sympathy  to  the  Family  and  Friends  of       ^s. 
Mrs.  Clarence  Shick  who  passed  away  this  week. 

We  are  passing  a  cookie  list  today  -  Be  generous 
there  are  two  different  activities  that  the  congrega- 
tion is  invited  to  during  Vacation  Bible  School, 
Please  let  ua  know  when  you  can  have  them  and  how  many 
you  can  bake,  J^%L'~- 

^>"Today  -  2:00  -  Groundbreaking  -  everyone  is  invited.^  A-/ 

^S»  Tonight  -  7:30  -  Grange  Hymn  Sing  -  Congregation  andV'" 

friends  are  invited,  k 

Tuesday  -  7:30  -  Constitution  Revision  Committee 
Meeting  -  Chet  Stauffer,  Chairman. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Clarence  Sherman  would  like  to  thank  all 
those  who  sent  them  cards  for  their  50th  Wedding 
Anniversary  -  they  were  greatly  appreciated. 

There  were  2  seperate  envelopes  put  in  the  Bldg.  Fund 
envelope  (Program  of  Progress)  the  last  two  Sundays 
of  May.  They  weee  not  marked  -  There  was  $1.00  in 
each  of  them  -  Contact  Lois  Wogan  or  the  Office  if 
they  happen  to  be  yours.  Please  put  names  on  all 
Bldg.  Fund  envelopes. 

The  CENTENNIAL  PLATES  are  ready  and  Mrs.  Paul  Campbell 
will  be  downstairs  in  the  room  next  to  the  Kitchen 
so  that  you  can  pick  yours  up  after  the  Service. 
There  are  some  extra  plates  if  you  would  like  to  have 
one  at  $3.50.  There  is  a  history  on  the  back  of  the 
plates  and  the  year  1878-1978  is  also  on  this  one. 
^^  If  you  have  not  already  registered  for  Vacation  Bible 
SChool  -  please  do  so  today.   Registration  forms  are 
In  the  Narthex. 

June  25  -  CHURCH  IN  THE  PARK  AND  CHURCH  PICNIC  at 
Butler  Memorial  Park  -  Large  Shelter  in  back. 


"T.S.I.  . 
Text:  Deut.  1:5;  Scrip.  Deut:1:1-18 

Eml  'J /I?  2wok  peop, I  kno  wat  day  is  Ss  submit  mean 

s   thin  else 

f  Til  im  Mi  ni  star  T  model  loco  ft  backward") 

lie  nrob  cud  say  Thank  Gudness  It  forward 

ag  in  this=lot  Oh  peop  run  bakward  &  expec  cong 
2  "do  likwise,But  G  duznot  C  it  this  way  &  set  Hu- 
mankind 4ward  direction  in  whicb  2  go 
Gud  cas  in  pt  is  ftcrip  AK=Perhap  Ik  Moa  mere  say  hist 
not  so  xs.   &  vs  1=Jord.an  &  also  vs  5  -READ 
Mos  &  peop  this  side  Jord 
Then  vs  2=mor  signif  ft  vs  3=even  raorso  (HEAD) 
perhap  U  kno  wat  this  mean  but  if  don't, let  us  go 
bnkward  in  livs  peop  Is  2  determ  signif 

Lefly  luk  bak=Deliv  from  Egyp  6  trav  2  ward  Prom  Lan 
Several  test  situations  G  giv  2  prep  4  Prom  Land 
March  Sinai  2  I'adesh=Bamea  8s  send  spy  serch  Canaan 
12=1  ea  tribe  =F;ariority/riinority=  10  ft  2, Josh  Caleb 
Turn  14  c.har,   Nnm  2fi-3R  jnrnftv  11  wks  tak  40  yrs 
ins ted  go  4ward,peop  Is  go  bakward, All  who  bin  20yr 
or  mor  at  Kadesh-3arnea  ded,cept  Mos, Josh, Caleb 
Mos  soon  2die  Ss  nu  gener  cross  Jord  ft  TGIP 
us  involv  pilgrim  lik  Peop  Is  &  ponder  J  choic 
;"1=Gp  Batrwprri  ft  expec  all  go  bakward=liv  past  no  eff 

e   sine  no  eff , no  progress  Ss  no  vibrancy, enthus  etc 
(Illus  woman, blankets  ft  ftrai^p  4~v'°  7  "-"^  ^ 
CJllus  .Doug  Oldham. clap. stomp  feet.no Tno  in  church') 

me,. S  hud  3  joy  2  serv  Lord  ft  G  want  ft  luv  smile  ft  not 
f rowns , 

X^ian  lif  1of  joy  ft  not  sadnes  ft  need  expres  ch/lif 
■"■'r\     iflT^  TifflFtpTaitpa  did; think  it=40yr  sted  11  day 
This  horibl  cost  disobedience  ft  we  need  2  lern  from 
Isites  price  is  aimles  exist, not  kno  wher  turn/mov 
r^sTEm  1  n  .  G  .rH-rpp.frq  ft  mov,many  ch  peop  no  lern  yet 
ft  this  basic  lesson  23  foilor  Xp 
2many  peop  lik  Isites, hav  bin  redeem, but  stand 
this  side  Jord  insted  cros  over  ft  accpt  bles  Prom 
(Illus  mini  s-hg-r  wg-trflp,  trains  ft  no  hav  2  tmshi 

G  provid  anser  ft.  somuts  if  fa?,  bum  J.  ».   turn  lif  over 
reed  21k  cros  rivr  lik       ;har  vu  with  leop 
Let  us  Ik  cros  2dayflk  ]  ,  ,  ,  ,  houdfbldg-peop 
with  needs  ft  same  as  Uftl 
3xpl  dreams, visions  ft  sum  Bcum  Realits=sum  cong  also 
Un^ort  sum  no  visions/dreams  ft  mov  bakward  or  mark  ti 
Pi   •  29:18=No  Vis  peop  perish  ft.  this  PM  sum  drems  ft 
virions  wil  3  start  2ward  furthr  complet  ft  need  2  joi; 
2gethr  &  march  ftv.-ard ;  ftutlr  hav  men/wom/boy/girl  need 
2kno  :iavr  we  worship  ft  this  growth  we  shud  34, But  mue 


B  wil  2  step  in  Jord  &  mov  '4-ward 

TGI?  shud  B  watchword  4  ea  lif 
Let  us  step  4th  in  glorious  name  Js      giv  HilP 
prais  &  Glory  by  sho  we  willing  2  mov  4-ward  4-  II 
&  unwilling  2  mov  bakward  or  stand  still 


Text  t  Deuteronomy  1 : 5 
d^ipture:  Deuteronomy  1:1-18 

Most  of  you,  or  at  least  many  of  you  have  recognized  by  now  taw  four  letters 
giving  us  the  title  of  our  sermon  for  this  morning  signify  something  most  wel- 
come to  the  average  working  person.   The  Letters,  "TGI?,"  stand  :'or,  "Thank  Good- 
ness It's  Friday,"  thus  signifying  the  end  of   hae  workweek  with  the  weekend  in 
sight.   This  is  the  usual  interpretation  of  these  four  letters,  but  I  would  xs» 
K*Kaii^:xs5BxiiiH3ixtExstaji!ix±H2XKHBiiRtk±HgxHiHEX  submit  to  you  that  they  stand  for 
something  with  a  much  greater  and  far  reaching  meaning,  than  merely,  "Than  Good- 
ness It's  '"riday." 

(Illus  of  minister  and  train  hobby,  built  locomotive  and  mix  run  backwards  etc) 
His  remark  at  that  ti  e  could  very  well  have  been,  "Thank  Goddness  It's  Forward." 
xjccikaxiiXEXHXxtSKXKKspjtEXHXxixicaHi  This  minister  saw  a  message  in  this  incident 
and  pointed  out  that  a  lot  of  church  people  find  themselves  running  backwards 
a  '  somehow  they  expect  the  rest  of  the  congregation  to  do  likewise.  But  God 
doesn't  see  it  this  way  and  sets  before  all  mankind  the  forward  direction  in 
which  to  go. 

A  good  case  in  point  involves  our  ocripture  for  this  morning.  Perhaps  the  first 
time  we  would  read  it,  this  block  of  . Scripture  would  suggest  that  Hoses::was  mere- 
ly speaking  to  the  people  of  Israel  and  telling  them  a  few  things  according  to 
their  past  history.  But  upon  closer  examination  we  see  this  is  not  so.   If  we 
look,  for  instance  at  the  very  first  verse  we  see,  "These  are  the  words  which 
^oses  spoke  unto  all  Israel  on  this  side  of  the  Jordan,  in  the  wilderness." 
At  first  glance  we  may  just  shrug  this  off  as  being  insignificant.   But  this 
same  reading  is  re-iterated  in  the  fifth  verse  as  well,  (read  this). 

Sow  we  see  from  this  that  Hoses  and  the  people  of  Israel  were  standing  on  this 
side  of  the  Jordan.   This  is  the  first  i^HfcxwKxii£K±x±sxMHks^:x3fcKxxKKSBiX£H±H* 
i^.;£sHHixxH  thing  we  see  about  this  Scripture.  Next  we  see  in  verse  two  some- 
thing of  a  little  more  significance,  (read  vs  2),  and  then  in  the  3rd  verse  we 
see  the  final  thing  of  significance  to  be  set  before  us  in  this  Scripture. 
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Perhftps  some  of  you  are  way  ahead,  of  me  and  understand  what  all  of  this  means. 

go  backward 
E   if  perhaps  you  do  not  understand  this,  we  need  to  teaEteH?  in  the  lives  of 

the  people  of  Israel  to  determine  the  significance  of  all  of  this. 

Looking" back  on  their  lives  briefly  we  see; 

The  people  had  been  delivered  fcesm  miraculously  frc     pt  and  were  hhm  travel© 

ing  tow&rd  the  Ironised  Land.  They  had  rone  through  several  testing  situations 
in  their  travels  which  the  Lord  was  using  to  prepare  them  for  the  Promised  Land. 
!Fhey  had  marched  from  Mt.  oinai  to  Ladesh  Barnea  and  the  Lord  commanded  Loses  to 
send  out  spies  to  ±hh  search  out  the  land  of  Canaan,  £k±s.xKi£xxi£ss&  Jo  Moses 
sent  out  12  spies,  one  from  each  tribe  of  Israel. 

But  when  they  returned,  there  was  a  majority  report,  and  a  minority  report. 
Ten  of  the  spies  told  how  the  people  were  huge,  well  armed,  well  fortified  cities 
and  all  sorts  of  exaggerated  claims  to  throw  fear  into  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
But  Joshua  and  Caleb  gave  the  mdmority  report  which  told  of  how  they  could  over- 
come these  people.  3ut  the  majority  opinion  won  out  and  for  this  God  became  an- 

■  with  the  people  of  Israel. 
Let  us  turn  now  to  the  14th  chapter  of  Numbers  and  see  what  all  of  this  brougtrt 
about  in  the  lives  of  these  people.  Beginning  with  the  26th  verse  we  read, 
(read  26  to  38).   as  we  come  back  to  our  Scripture  for  this  morning  we  see  that 
a  journey  which  should  have  taken  them  only  11  days  to  make,  stretched  out  into 
40  years.   Oo  instead  of  going  forward  as  they  had  done  when  the  left  Egypt, 
the  people  of  Israel  were  going  backward.  All  of  the  people  who  had  been  20 
years  of  arre  or  older  when  that  incident  took  place  at  Kadesh  Barnea  were  now 
dead.  Cnly  hoses,  Caleb  and  Joshua  remained.  Moses  was  soon  to  die  and  then  the 
people  who  had  arrived  at  this  point,  the  new  generation,  would  cross  over  the 
Jordan.  For  them,  they  could  have  each  said,  "Thank  Goodness  It's  Forward,"  from 
now  on." 

Each  of  us  here  this  morning  is  involved  in  a  pilrimage  much  like  the  people  of 
_rael.  As  we  ponder  this  fact  tie  need  to  realize  that  we  fe^ra  each  have  one 
of  3  choices  which  we  can  make.   The  1st  is  to  go  backward  and  expect  every- 
thing to  go  backward  with  us.   Its  easy  to  live  in  the  past.  No  effort  is  re- 
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quired.  And  since  there  is  no  effort  expended  in  going  backward  everything  is 

tually  at  a  standstill  and  there  is  no  vibrancy  or  life  connected  with  it. 

(Illustration  of  woman,  blankets,  and  "Praise  the  Lord  anyhow") 

This  is  what  we  need  in  our  lives  and  in  our  congregations.   I  heard  yesterday 

of  a  famous  Gospel  singer  who  came  to  a  certain  church  and  because  of  his  joy- 
soon 
ful  vibrant  and  alive  singing  and  personality,  he  had  the  congregation 


stomping  their  feet  to  the  music  and  clapping  their  hands.   During  the  inter- 
mission teH±MRBrrrxfe±sx*±Ea±  for  the  offering,  the  minister  of  that  congregation 
informed  the  people  that  they  were  in  God's  house  and  this  was  simply  not  done. 
There  have  been  times  when  people  in  this  congregation  have  said  to  me  that  they 
were  in  particular  agreement  with  something  done  or  said  on  a  particular  Junday 
morning  and  they  felt  like  saying  "Amen."  I  have  answered  why  didn't  they  say 
it.  This  wouldn't  bother  me,  but  I  know  it  would  bother  some  of  you.   But  you 
see  we  need  to  have  the  joy  about  us  of  what  serving  the  Lord  really  means.   God 
,ves  smiles  and  happy  people,  not  frowns  and  sour  faces.   The  Christian  life  is 
one  of  joy,  not  sadness  and  we  need  to  express  it  not  only  in  Church  but  in  our 
daily  lives. 

The  2nd  choice  we  can  make  is  to  just  mark  time.  This  is  what  eh  Israelites  did 
they  marked  time  for  4-0  years,  instead  of  accomplishing  their  task  in  11  days. 
Think  of  it,  4-0  long  weary  years  instead  of  just  11  days.   This  is  the  horrible 
price  of  disobedience.   We  need  to  learn  from  the  Israelites  that  the  price  of 
disobedience  is  an  aimless  existence  not  knowing  where  to  turn  or  stksEKxts  In 
which  direction  to  move. 

The  3rd  choice  we  can  make  is  that  of  following  "od's  direction  and  moving  in 
it.  Many  church  people  have  not  learned  this  lesson  yet,  even  though  it  is  the 
most  basic  lesson  in  being  a  follower  of  Christ. 

Too  many  people  like  the  Israelites  have  been  redeemed  from  their  Egypt,  and 
^cand  on  this  side  of  the  Jordan  instead  of  crossing  over  and  accepting  the 
blessings  of  the  Iromised  Land. 

(Illustration  of  minister  watching  trains  and  being  happy  to  see  something  he 
did  not  have  to  push) 


God  provided  the  answers  and  the  solutions  if  we  are  faithful  in  giving  the 

ves  we  live  over  to  His  care  and  keeping. 
,e  need  to  look  across  the  river  as  iioses  was  doing  in  our  Scripture  this  morn- 
ing.  He  could  not  cross  it  teKE  and  enter  that  land,  but  he  could  share  the  view 
with  his  people.  Let  us  look  across  our  dordan  today. 

Look  toward  the  Borth  and  jmn   the  South,  and  the  East,  and  the  West.   In  each 
direction  you  will  seehouses,  and  buildings,  and  in  those  houses  and  buildings 
are  to  be  found  people  with  needs.   Their  needs  are  the  same  as  yours  and  mine. 
Shortly  after  I  came  here  I  told  of  having  dreams  and  visions  which  needed  to  be 
made  realities.   Some  of  those  dreams  and  visions  have  and  are  becoming  realitie: 
oome  of  the  people  of  this  congregation  had  similar  dreams  and  visions  and  we 
have  shared  then  together,   -jorae  others  have  gotten  these  dreams  and  visions 
and  are  working  at  making  them  realities  as  well. 
Unfortunately,  some  have  no  dreams  or  visions  and  are  either  moving  backward  or 

xking  time.   In  proverbs  29:18  we  read,  "Where  there  is  no  vision  the  people 
perish." 

This  afternoon  some  dreams  and  visions  will  be  started  toward  further  completion 
and  we  need  to  all  join  together  in  marching  forward,  Butler  is  filled  with 
people,  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls  who  need  to  know  of  the  oaviour  we  wor- 
ship here  at  Jt.  I  ul*s.  This  is  what  any  growth  we  may  have  should  be  used 
for.   But  we  cannot  do  anything  unless  we  are  willing  to  step  into  our  Jordan 
and  move  forward.   "Thank  Goodness  Its  1'orward,"  should  be  our  watchword  for 
each  of  our  lives.  Let  us  step  forth  in  the  glorious  name  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
give  Him  the  praise  and  the  glory  by  showing  that  we  are  willing  to  move  for- 
ward, and  are  unwilling  to  go  backward  or  stand  still. 


ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHUHCH  GF  CHRIST 
Sutler,  Pennsylvania 
Fifth  Sunday  After  Pentecost     June  IS,  1973 
Father's  Day  -  Graduates  Honored 

Mr*   Chester  Stauffer,  Guest  Speaker 

Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 

Jeff  Knauer,  Sharon  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude     "Prelude  and  Fugue  in  G  minor*     Bach 
*Processional  Hymn  No.  4  "Come,  Thou  Almighty  King** 
'Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison!  -  1'We  offer  unto  thee  our  Father, 
prai.ee  for  the  gift  of  thy  Spirit.   We  ask  for  thy  Spirit 
at  the  times  when  we  are  filled  with  doubt;  when  we  are 
filled  with  hatred;  when  we  are  devoid  of  patience;  when 
we  show  forth  selfishness.   In  all  circumstances  which 
are  contrary  to  thy  will,  send  thy  Spirit  to  help,  to 
heal,  and  may  we  know  thy  forgiveness,  through  Christ. 
Amen . " 
*Kyrie  (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

*Liturg:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

*People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
*Doxo logy     No .  551 
Scripture:        James  3rd  Chapter  (The  Living  Bible) 
Highlights  of  St.  Paul's  Art  Snyder 

Call  to  Prayer 

Litur^:.    The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Liturg:    Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory    "Andante"  HOrrie 

Solo:       "Praise  Be  to  Jesus"  Gaither 

Sung  by  Lloyd  Link 
Sermon:  "DEADLY  WEAPON'1 

<ymn  No.  278    "0  Love  that  wilt  not  let  me  go" 
Jenediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Postlude       "Psalm  19HI  Marullo 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed 

by  Mr.  &   Mrs.  Charles  Penar  in  memory  of  Pam  Pflugh. 
The  two  new  Living  Ferns  on  the  Chancel  have  been 

given  by  Mr.  Donn  E.  Miller  in  loving  memory  of  his 

"Mother"  Mrs.  Dorothy  Kalb  Miller. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Rob  Vinroe,  Steve  Smith* 

Randy  Dellen,  Robert  Dellen  and  Gordon  Kennedy* 
Mr,  it   Mrs.  Robert  Kanuer  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Diane  Hollefreund, 

and  Robin  Knauer, 
Mike  Nazaruk  and  Howard  Bolam  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week. 
TODAY  THE  LOOSE  OFFERING  WILL  BE  GIVEN  TO  THE  VACATION 

BIBLE  SCHOOL  TO  HELP  DEFRAY  EXPENSES. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  our  Seniors  who  are  graduating 

this  year  and  wish  them  the  best  in  anything  that 

they  do. 
From  High  School;   Ronald  L.  Davis  (Knoch);  Robert 

Dellen,  Karen  Kennedy,  Sherry  McClimans,  and  Rob  Vinroe 

all  from  Butler  High. 
From  College:  John  Dreher  -  University  of  Pittsburgh 

School  of  Pharmacy. 
Larry  McClymonds  -  Son  of  Mr.  &   Mrs.  James  McClymonds- 

Graduated  Cum  Laude  from  Capitol  University  with  BS 
in  Science  with  double  major  in  Pre-Med  Chemistry 
and  Chemistry. 
Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Lillian  Kradel ,  Mrs.  Bessie 

Hampton,  Mr.  Wilmer  Pfabe.  Mrs.  Norma  Wolfe  -Montefiore. 
Our'' thanks  to  "Chet"  Stauffer  for  being  with  us  today 

and  bringing  the  Message. 
We  wish  to  thank  Paul  Harbison,  Youth  Director  for 

serving  as  Liturgiet  today. 
Our  Congratulations  to  Mr*  &  Mrs.  Paul  Ritter  who  will 

celebrate  their  SBth  Wedding  Anniversary  next  Sunday 

June  25th. 
Hon.  June  19-22  -  Vacation  Bible  School.  On  Wednesday 

June  21  -  The  Congregationalists  from  Newton  Falls 

will  be  here. 

Next  Sunday  at  LI: 00  P.M.  We  will  have  Church  In  the 
Park  (Butler  Memorial  Park  0-  Large  Shelter  in  the 

Back.   There  will  be  no  Church  School  that  day. 

Beverage  and  Dessert  will  be  furnished  at  the  Picnic, 
Centennial  plates  are  available  -  First  Come   "rst  Served 
basis  -  see  Joan  Campbell  -  they  are  really   j'ce. 


ST.  PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butl er ,  Pennsylvania 
Church  in  the  Park  June  25,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 


11:00  A.W. 

Baellmann 


ORDER  OF  THE  SERVICE 
Prelude      "Suite  Gothique" 
♦Ascription 

"Opening  Hymn  #11   Page  6  "To  God  Be  The  Glory" 
*Call  to  Worship: 

Paatorr   0  come,  let  us  worship  and  bow  down, 
People:   Let  us  kneel  before  the  Lord,  our  maker- 
Pastor;   For  He  is  our  God; 
People:  And  we  are  the  people  of  His  pasture  and 

the  sheep  of  His  hand. 
Pastor:   My  voice  shalt  thou  hear  in  the  morning, 

0  Lord: 
People:   In  the  morniig  will  we  direct  our  prayer 
unto  Thee,  and  will  look  up. 
•Invocation 
Hymn  #40  Page  20  "Blessed  Assurance'1 
Morning  Prayers 
Announcements 

Offering  Offertory   "Aria"      Flor  Peeters 

Hymn  Selections  -  {Congregational  selections) 
Scripture:   Galatians  1 

Solo;    "Oh  How  He  Lpves  You  and  He"     David  Stull 
Sermon:       "The  Time  Apart" 
Prayer 

"The  Lord's  Prayer  -  Solo  -  Nancy  Link 
♦Closing  Hymn  #33  Page  18  "My  Hope  Is  Built" 
Postludo: 


Eleanor  McWilliams  would  like  to  express  her  apprecia- 
tion to  all  those  who  sent  her  cards,  visited  her  in 
the  hospital  and  at  Sunnyview  {where  she  will  be  for 
several  weeks).   I  appreciate  those  who  remembered  me 
in  their  prayers,  and  especially  to  Rev-  Link  for  his 
faithful  visits  and  wonderful  prayers, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gottlob  Kradel  would  like  to  thank  all  those 
who  sent  cards  for  their  Anniversary. 
^>V. Bible  SChool  will  be  Monday  thru  Thurs.  -  from  €:30  to 
8:00  P.M.  />AKf 

~~^  Our  Congratulations  to  Mr.  &   Mrs.  Harry  ftc^who  are 
^        celebrating  their  25th  Anniversary  today- 

MAKE  PLANS  NOW  TO  CELEBRATE  OUR  100th  ANNIVERSARY 

AUGUST  20  through  2?th. 
CENTENNIAL  PLATES  ARE  STILL  AVAILABLE  FROM  MRS,  PAUL 

CAMPBELL  ON  A  FIRST  COME  FIRST  SERVED  BASIS. 
There  was  $48.28  received  in  the  Loose  Offering  last 

Sunday  to  help  defray  expenses  of  Vacation  Bible 

School . 
The  Youth  donated  $42.25  from  the  Youth  Car  Wash  to 

the  Vacation  Bible  School. 
The  Youth  Fellowship  donated  $60.00  from  the  Car  Wash 

to  the  Building  Expansion  Program* 
Last  Sunday  there  were  134  in  attendance. 
Teachers  Training  will  begin  in  the  Fall*   We  are 

making  plans  for  this  now.   If  you  are  interested 

please  contact  the  Pastor. 


Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Richard  Mangel, 

Don  Kingsley,  Art  Carney  and  Gary  Penar. 
Visiting  the  Hospital  this  week  will  be  -  WAlter 

Harmon,  and  Chuck  Penar. 
►Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Lillian  Kradel,  Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton, 

Rev.  Granville  Cooper  -  V.A,;  Art  Covert  -  V#A. 

Ruth  Davies  -  Passavant  Hospital. 

Irs.  Eleanor  McWilliams  -  Sunnyview  Hospital 
/\f/C£      //#//*<,#    -/CO 


Christ  is  fair  with  people  who  have  some  interest  in 
His  ministry  and  mission.  He  does  not  recruit  them 
by  holding  out  false  promises:   "Become  a  Christian 
and  you  will  be  free  of  problems;   you  will  enjoy  peace 
and  happiness,  honor  and  distinction.   Join  up  with 
Me  and  see  the  world  —  see  exotic  and  exciting  places!" 
Nothing  like  that!   Instead  He  puts  this  on  His 
recruitment  poster:  "If  any  man  would  cone  after  Me, 
let  him  deny  himself  and  take  up  his  cross  daily  and 
follow  Me." 


"The  Time  Apart" 
Text :  Gal  1  : 1 7-1 8 ;  fJcrip  Gal  1 : 

(I]   s  salesman, storm  delay, tak  vaction  now) 
Xlrno  story  yet  man  did  &  this  -apostle  Paul 
Gert  mos  kno  zealous  Jew  persecut  Xpians  &  S  struk 
*■■"  ind  Dams  rd  &  folio  dram  encount  Js  went  Arabia 
In  ^..;t  chap  Gal  P  outlin  sever  thing  4-  peop  Gh  Galatic 
Among  thez  testimony  wat  happ  2  him  &  Btween  lines 
read=G  hav  plan  8s  G  plan  3  work  out  by  G 

op  wat  Chet  say=  .  '    !    tJRHY  G:He  duz  things  His 
:ud  exanp  this; He  educ, school  Judaism 
He  over  zeal  2  protect  &  defen  by  kill 
G  turn  from  Xpian  killer  2  Xp  lover=read  vss  17-18 
A1=raov  2go  2Arabias      euz  apostl  no  luv  &  sceptic 
2day  peop  sceptic  thoz  suddn  convert  &  wait  C  real 
Beneficil  go  2      =song=Lets  Get  Away  Arom  It  All 
nomads, de3ert  &   we  need  2  do  occasional 
Ivation  Army  girl, testimony  A  baat  old  drum) 
Konot  &  need  Tim  Apart  23  mor  effect, but  lif  no  stay 
away  4-ever  A  so  11 7b  &  face  up  2  wher  chang  took  plac 

■e  nee'  2  return, mayB  not  actual  but  reflect  upon  G 
(Illus  Leo  Crawford, Chicago  &   Black  man) 
We  need  2C  wher  we  B  if  no  4  Grac  G  thru  Js  Xp, 
Ther  but  4  Grace  G  Go  I=watchword  as  reflect  Dam. Ad 
Vs  18= (read) =2  wks  vacation  leadr  former  hate  passion 

resolv  diffs,mak  plans  etc 
(Illus  Js  say  grow  cubits  A  phys  grow  stop/spir  unlim 
4  this ,4  adults  &  only  8  or  9;eithr  all  hav  grown 
gc  no  need  &  thez  few  unfortun  nevr  got  messag,pity 
or, they  seek  2  grow  &  rest  no  care;U  pik  &  let  G  leai 
ian  matur  no  accident; it  delib;read  3ibl, study, 
' ?ply  and  do  daily 
(I:tiUs  school  grads  A  no  count, figur  etc) 

Cud  say  bout  ch  as  well;SS,Conf  clas, adults-seem  2 
hav  fundys,but  no  seem  2  show  it 
oum  peop  fun/g  r:es/recreation  &  nevr  want  2  show  fait' 
any  way 
Many  only  do  wat  hav  2  &  no  mor 
■  •  j  4  all; Teacher  Arain  2  develop  old/new 
G  want  all  us  2  share  faith  A  not  just  sum 
Need  folio  1  examp  tak  Time  Apart  A  reflect  upon  G 
2  get  bak  2  basics  A  thro  out  thoz  things  keep 
us  from  stand  upon  J olid  Rock  of  Js  Xp 
let  us  2day,lk  in2  harts  &  determ  2mov  in  directions 
G  lead  us, striving  to  not  only  gro  ourselvs,but  2 
sha   this  growth  in  faith  and  luv 


"The  Time  Apart" 

Text:  Galatians  1:17-18 
r^ripture :  Galatians  1 

(Illustration  of  salesman  delayed  in  storm,  and  message,  "Start  Vacation  Immed- 
iately!! 

Although  this  is  only  a  story,  yet  there  was  once  a  man  who  did  just  this  very 
thing.   We  should  qualify  this  though,  and  state  that  he  just  did  not  50  on 
vacation,  hut  instead  JtsHfexfaixaxtisK  took  a  period  of  time  apart  from  his  form- 
er life.  The  man  was  the  Apostle  Paul* 

I  am  sure  that  we  are  all  fairly  familiar  with  him  and  how  he  was  one  of  the 
most  zealous  among  the  Jews  who  persecuted  the  early  Christians  and  how  God 
struck  him  blind  on  the  road  to  Damascus,   following  his  dramatic  enocunter  with 
Jesus  Christ  on  this  journey,  he  went  into  Arabia  and  this  is  a  part  of  what  we 
read  as  Scripture  for  this  morning. 

In  this  first  chapter  of  Galatians  Paul  is  outlining  several  things  for  the  pec- 
's of  the  Church  in  Galatia.   Among  what  he  is  saying  is  to  be  found  his  testi- 
mony of  the  change  which  took  place  in  his  life.  But  what  he  is  saying  which 
can  be  read  between  the  lines  is  that  God  had  a  plan  for  him  and  God's  plan 
worked  in  his  life  to  bring  him  around  to  what  ! od  wanted.  Z   liked  what  Chet 
said  in  his  sermon  last  week.   It  was  an  excellent  message  and  I  know  that  God 
was  certainly  speaking  through  him.   But  one  small  thing  I  felt  was  so  apropos 
for  each  of  our  lives  and  it  had  to  do  with  God's  timing.   Chet  said,  and  I 
quote,  ";'e  can't  hurry  God.   He  does  things  in  His  own  tine."  "In  H  s  own  time," 
m--ans  just  that;  when  He  wants  it  done.  Paul  is  a  good  example  of  this.   He 
was  educated,  and  schooled  in  Judaism  and  was  thoroughly  steeped  in  it.   He  was 
so  anxious  to  guard  it  against  all  outside  influences  that  he  defended  It  by 
having  the  early  Christians  killed.   But  here  God  intervened  and  turned  Paul 
around,   ./hat  waa  once  the  Christian  hater,  now  became  the  Ghrist  lover. 

d  Paul  in  explaining  a  part  of  this  tells  us  in  verses  17  and  18,  (read). 
What  he  was  saying  was  that  he  did  things  in  3  distinct  steps.  Probably  att 
the  time  these  steps  were  never  looked  upon  as  hating  any  significance.   But 

upon  later  reflection,  he  must  have  seen  that  involved  was  a  distinct  pattern. 
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by 
First,  he  was  moved  tea  God  to  go  to  Arabia,   tfe  read  that  he  did  not  go  to 

■T-rusaleni  to  be  with  the  other  Anostles  who  ware  before  him.   Why?  The  answer 
is  very  simple.   Had  he  gone  to  see  them  he  would  have  been  met  with  scepticism. 
They  would  not  have  accepted  bin  *t  that  point  because  they  knew  of  his  hatred 
and  opposition  to  Jesus  Christ.    e  see  this  scepticism  today  in  certain  areas 
of  our  society.   leople  who  are  notoriously  anti-Christian  suddenly  have  a  con- 
version experience  and  we  sit  back  and  wait  to  see  if  it  is  genuine.  Jraxr^x 

S±^SiXiK[SXEl±its^XH£xa:xpHEH 

o  instead  of  p;oing  to  Jerusalem,  he  went  to  Arabia,  and  there  is  something  very 
beneficial  to  be  said  for  this  action,  oome  years  ago  a  uopular  song  spoke  of 
this  and  it  was  entitled,  "Let's  Get  Away  Prom  It  All,"  Ms  is  literally  what 
Paul  did.  He  went  into  the  desert  region  where  he  only  came  into  contact  with 
Nomads,  and  had  much  solitude  where  he  could  think  and  pray,  and  meditate,  and 
get  close  to  God.  .e  hhe!±  all  need  to  consider  doing  this  occasionally.  k±£h 
Tra£tKHXxmmxxiBX!arasxxOTXHH:CTXx££HMxa3±xx^ 


(Illustration  of  girl  Salvation  Array  and  beat  this  old  drum) 

Life  so  often  can  seem  so  monotonous  and  dull  that  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is 

to  take  "fime  ..part''  from  our  everyday  humdrum  existence  and  get  things  in  order 

so  that  we  may  become  more  effective  in  what  we  are  doing. 

But  life  cannot  be  lived  seeking  to  evade  all  responsibility  and  Paul  knew  ax 

WEXHHxi  that  he  could  not  stay  off  in  the  desert  forever  and  that  he  had  to 

face  life  once  again.   ':e  need  to  know  this  as  well.   Life  cannot  be  a  steady 

round  of  parties  and  fun  and  games.   Sooner  or  later  we  must  accept  whatever 

our  responsibilities  are  and  work  them  out.  Paul  in  his  awareness  of  this  not 

only  was  willing  to  face  up  to  them,  but  wanted  to  return  to  where  this  change 

took  place  in  his  life,  oo  we  read  that  he,  "Returned  again  unto  Damascus." 

was  here  that  he  had  come  face  to  face  with  scexhs  this  Jesus  Christ  whom  he 
had  been  persecuting  and  it  was  here  that  he  returned  to  re-think  and  to  reflect 
upon  his  future  life,  not  as  a  persecutor  of  Him,  but  as  His  follower,   .aid  we 
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need  to  return  sonetimes  to  where  we  had  our  beginnings  and  reflect  upon  what 

d  has  in  store  for  us.  How  I  do  not  mean  that  we  must  return  to  what  the 

former  life  may  have  been,  oe  to  go  to  the  actual  neighborhoods  where  we  once 

may  have  lived  in  the  depths.   But  sometimes  this  can  be  the  actual  way  God 

can  deal  with  us. 

I  think  of  our  friend  Leo  Crawford  and  how  just  such  a  .-journey  worked  in  his 

a  pastor  from  Pgh 
life,   last  year,  Leo,A3ott  Uellen,  as*  raul  Pfabe  and  I  went  to  the  Pastor's 

and  Laymen's  Conference  at  Moody  3ible  Institute.  When  - eo  left  Butler  he  never 
realized  that  he  was  going  to  be  on  some  of  the  actual  streets  where  he  lived  in 
the  very  depths  of  drug  addiction  and  degradation. 

He  reflected  to  us  how  much  it  meant  to  him  to  be  able  to  see  the  old  haunts 
and  the  people  and  to  thank  God  that  he  had  been  delivered  from  all  of  that. 
He  could  see  the  then,  and  he  could  see  the  now  and  was  able  to  make  compari- 
sons, and  to  thank  God  for  it. 

_j.t  the  most  poignant  moment  for  us  was  on  the  morning  when  we  left  Chicago  to 
return  home.  rfcx$x^x^^xxiiixt^s:<^HEiixH?;xxHx±iisxpsEkiH??x±sfcQtiias»  tfe  were  load- 
ing our  luggage  in  the  car  in  tits  one  of  the  school's  parking  lots.   iou  have  to 
understand  something  about  the  inner  city  at  this  point.   Bach  of  the  parking 
lots  are  enclosed  with  cyclone  fences  which  are  locked  at  night  and  only  opened 
by  security  guards  who  are  on  duty  24  hours  a  day.   Were  it  not  for  these  pre- 
cautions the  cars  would  all  be  stripped,  fcks  and  the  parts  sold  to  buy  dope  or 
alcohol  for  the  neighborhood  addicts.   Jo   icture  if  you  will,  the  5  of  us  at 
5:00  A.M.  inside  of  this  fenced  parking  lot  loading  the  car.   While  we  were 
doing  this  we  noted  that  Leo  called  out  to  someone  who  was  walking  outside  of 
the  fence.   He  went  over  to  the  fence  and  became  involved  in  a  conversation 

V\"l  far"1  If 

with  this.  man.   He  told  us  later  that  he  had  asked  the  fellow  where  he  was 

A 

going  and  the  man  had  informed  him  that  he  was  headed  fro  one  of  the  vacant 

wildings  to  find  a  place  where  he  could  lay  down  and  rest.   He  had  been  out 

all  night  taking  care  of  finding  the  necessary  booze  or  dope  to  keep  his  wasted 

bodv  satisfied.  But  the  touching  thing  about  this  was  here  was  the  man  out- 

•'  reaching  mwara 

side  of  the  fence  with  his  fingers  curled  around  the  wire/stalking  very  serxouslj 


with  Leo;  while  Leo  had  his  fingers  curled  around  the  wire  reaching  outt^ard  and 

4"lling  the  man  about  Jesus  Christ  and  how  He  had  changed  his  life.   One  was  on 

the  inside  of  the  fold  and  one  was  on  the  outside.   A  picture  like  this  remains 

e  ched  on  my  mind  and  I  can  still  see  that  lonely  black  man  shuffling  away  into 

the  growing  brightness  of  a  Chicago  morning.   And  we  need  to  pause  and  go  back 

in  our  lives  and  our  minds  to  what  we  could  very  well  be  were  it  not  for  the  love 

which  God  has  shown  for  us  through  Jesus  Christ.   There  but  for  the  Grace  of  God 

go  I,  needs  to  be  our  xs±&fc#Hiir&  watchword  as  we  reflect  upon  our  own  Damascus 

Hoads. 

But  then  Paul  did  one  other  thing  which  he  tells  in  verse  18,  (read  it).   This 

means  he  went  to  be  with  the  leader  of  this  Christian  body  of  believers  and  he 

spent  15  days  with  him.   Think  of  the  glorious  time  it  must  have  been  for  each 

of  them  when  the  ice  was  finally  broken  and  the  doubts  and  fears  engendered  from 

former  actions  of  Paul  were  put  aside.  Here,  Paul  was  able  to  enjoy  a  2  week 

cation  with  the  leader  he  must  have  formerly  hated  with  a  passion.   Their 

time  together  must  have  been  spent  in  making  plans  and  strategy  for  spreading 

the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  which  they  certainly  did  in  future  days. 

(Illustration  of  physical  growth  &  Jesus  speaking  about  adding  cubits  etc;  and 
our  spiritual  growth  should  be  unlimited) 

We  have  been  trying  to  share  some  of  this  with  you  this  past  week  and  you  will 
have  to  forgive  me  for  saying  this,  but  it  is  unfortunate  when  only  about  8  or 
9  people  of  this  large  congregation  seem  to  feel  a  need  for  growth.  Either  all 
of  you  have  grown  as  much  as  you  need  to  and  these  poor  unfortunate  8  or  9  have 
failed  to  get  the  message,  and  need  to  be  pitied,  or  they  are  seeking  to  grow 
and  the  rest  of  you  couldn't  care  less.  You  take  your  pick  and  let  God  and  you 
work  it  out. 

But  Christian  maturity  does  not  just  happen.   It  takes  place  through  a  process 
of  deliberate  growth.   This  growth  takes  place  through  the  reading  and  studying 
of  God's  Word  and  through  the  striving  to  apply  it  to  our  daily  lives. 
(Illustration  of  ochool  graduates  and  results  of  their  education) 
We  must  also  say  this  about  our  junday  Gchools  and  our  churches  as  well.   ..re 
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turn  out  a  lot  of  kids  from  ounday  .School  and  the  Confirmation  class  and  we  take 
£   Its  into  the  church,  but  they  seem  to  lack  the  fundamentals  which  they  need  to 
survive  spiritually.   There  are  many  factors  leading  up  to  this. 
One  is  that  many  people  do  not  care  anything  about  seeking  to  build  the  proper 
things  into  the  lives  of  children  or  adults.  Many  of  them  are  only  interested 
in  the  fun  and  games  and  recreation  they  can  have  in  their  lives  to  ofset  the 
seriousness  caused  by  the  times  ±nxxfeH±  in  which  we  live.   Many  SEiy  will  only 
do  as  much  as  they  have  to  in  order  to  get  by.  But  you  see  this  is  why  we  have 
V3o  for  children  and  adults,   This  is  why  we  are  offering  Teacher's  Training  to 
provide  leaders  and  help  those  who  want  to  share  the  faith  which  God  wants  all 
of  us  to  share. 

e  need  to  follow  the  example  of  Paul  to  take,  "Tine  --part"  from  all  of  the  ordi- 
nary things  of  life  and  to  reflect  upon  what  G-od  irants  us  to  do.  Je   need  to 
gat  back  to  the  basics  and  throw  out  all  of  the  inconsequential  things  which 

er  us  fromxstanding  upon  the  solid  Rock  of  Jesus  Christ.  Let  us  today,  look 
into  our  hearts  and  determine  to  move  in  the  directions  Cod  leads  us,  striving 
to  not  only  grow  ourselves,  but  to  share  this  growth  in  faith  and  love. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Seventh  Sunday  After  Pentecost        July  2,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
David  Knauer,  Helen  Hilliard  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude   "I  Love  To  Tell  the  Story"  Rol  Thompson, 

Baritone  Sex 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  440  "God  of  our  fathers" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  "Our  Father,  send  thy  Spirit 
with  fire  and  zeal  into  our  sinful  lives.  WE  confess 
our  brokeiuiess  in  thy  Church;  the  dissension  we  have 
perhaps  caused  by  unbelief,  or  disobedience  to  thy  Word. 
Grant  us  a  new  Spirit  to  live  for  thee  and  to  overcome 
the  temptations  we  so  often  fall  victim  to;  cleanse  us 
and  forgive  us  again.  Through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 
•Kyrie  {Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture:       1  Kings  9:1-9 
Hymn  No.  439    "God  hieG3  our  native  land" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory      "Aria"  Peeters 

Solo:    "Let  it  Be"  Sung  by  Judy  Ferree 

Sermon:       "PREDICTABLE  LIZARDS" 
Hymn  No.  442    "Not  alone  for  mighty  empire" 
Br  'diction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Pi.-.-lude  "Presto"  Haydn 


J 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed1  by 

Mr,  &   Mrs.  Wick  Nohach  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   Mllen  Bc-tacchi,  Dan 

Bosko.  Robert  Knauer.  Charles  Penar. 
Elder  and  Mrs,  Paul  Campbell  will  greet  the  Visiters 

at  the  dioor  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by;   Mrs.  Cheryl  Altemus 

and  Pam  Fry. 
'^^■Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton,  Mrs.  Lillian  Kradel, 

Mrs.  Winifred  Johnston,  Mrs.  Irene  Wilson, 
Mr.  Nick  Nohach,  Mr.  Lloyd  French.   Mr.  Art  Covert  -VA„ 
Mrs.  Eleanor  McWllliams  -  Sunnyview. 
Monday  -  There  will  be  no  Mary  Prugh  Circle  Meeting. 
Z^~  We  wish  to  Congratulate  Mr.  Sr  Mrs.  George  Pflugh  on 

their  £5th  Wedding  Anniversary  they  will  celebrate 

on  July  4th. 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Council  Meeting 
Thurs.  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 

have  all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
Sat.  -  Open  Church  Wedding  -  2:00  P.M.  -  Cindy  Ferree 

and  Richard  Chase. 
WANTED  ITEMS  TO  MAKE  A  DISPLAY  FOR  OUR  100th  ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION. 
We  are  sending  out  an  SOS  for  pictures  of  former 

Ministers  {not  snapshots)  We  need  these  immediately 

so  the  History  book  can  be  printed  un.   Give  to 

Jane  or  Bea  now.   We  need  one  Br/TroEler,  Goodllng, 

Frazier,  Sigler.   They  can't  very  well  use  a  snapshot 

or  something  that  has  already  had  a  print  taken  from 

it. 
Mrs,  Mary  Lou  Davis  and  Mrs,  Norma  Knauer  will  be 

visiting  the  Hospital  this  week- 
Coming  f t  ARC  Camping  Trip  to  Pymatunning  State  Park. 
100th  Centennial  Celebration  -  Aug.  20-27th, 
**~^"  Teachers  Training  will  start  in  September. 
^*  A  Basic  class  on  Sign  Language  for  the  Deaf  will  start 

July  13th  at  7:00  here  at  the  Church  -  one  night  a 
^_  week  for  4  or  5  weeks* 
The  Congregation  is  invited  to  Chicora  Medical  Center 

July  8th,  from  3P.M.  to  7  P.M.   Continuous  Group 

Tours  will  originate  from  a  reception  area  in  the 

building.  This  ia  a  private  tour  of  the  newly  completed 

facilities. 
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"i  redictable  Lizards" 
Jext:  1  Kings  9:4-7;   Scrip,  1  -ings  9:1-9 

Js  s^  end  ;rm  on  Kt=obey/no  obey  =  I't.  7:24-27  read 
tel  all  found  anytoin  mus  B  firm  root  &  ground 
Ternn  Jerus  gud  examp  &   Solo  bilt  beauty  &  strength 
crd      J  apear  Sol  2nd  time  &  lay  groun  rul  4 
peo  2  folio  &  4-  litle  word  prefac  thez  rules 
vs  4=If ,  8b  wat  will  hap  IF:vs  5=Then  "■■.   ao  on: 
vs  6=jut  L  TL 
..atevr  they  wer  2  do  the  futur  depend  their  actions 
&  we  kno  they  turn  &  retiec  G  &  do  own  thing 
But  as  we  mak  compar  we  mus  shudr  as  Ik  our  nation 
('-.   peop  &  pray  4  reversal  present  trends 
Clllus  Chameleon  -  ability  2  chang  colors) 
Here  Lizard  Predictable  but  2  thing  about  it 
1  st=chang  8s  blend  in2  bakgroun  &  this  our  nation  2day 
longr  statemen,ldr  who  wil  stand  4th  on  princip^ 
Even  presid  refus  tak  stan  mite  mak  unpop  '•  this 
not  ldrship,it  foloship 
Do  wat  crowd  duz  fe  no  mak  waves  ;nevr  B  notic 
(Illus  Leon  Jaworski    oreagate  Treason  ?■,   no  evidenc 
Fe  need  clean  hous  8:  topi  thoz  in  power  if  need  B 
Need  truth  mor  than  sneaks  hide  Bhind  Congres  immun 
This  gud  examp  blend  in2  bakground  like  Chameleon 
(Illus  Led  Roosevelt  §s  Americanism) 
Most  thez  destruct  thing  operativ  nation  2day 
Told=If  feel  gud  do  it  &  brainwash  bout  pot, sex, 
things  break  down  home  ."-.  family 

(Examp  armed  ^orces  on  drugs  &  no  force  abl  defend?^ 
2nd=Chamelon  hav  opptun  2  stan  out  jus  B4  blend  4^ 
vis  choic  ours  as  well,sho  tru  colors        "^'*3w 
\_jy1  can  go  long  crowd, but  tak  real  man/worn, girl/bc 
2  buck  system       stand  4  right 
,/e  shud  thank  S  ther  sum  wil  2  do  2day 
tps:  Jen  Hughes , alcohol: Betty  Ford  drugs ,booze: 
Anita  Bryant, homos  8b  protect  our  children: 
Charles  Col son  &  gud  from  Watergate 
Wat  it  takes  is  4  thoz  who  K  unwil  23  _redicable 
Lizards  2  stand  4th  8s  3  Unpredictable  Lizards  8   Lord 
If  we  unwil  2  folo  G's  leading  we  8  going  2  fall, 
succeeding  genrations  may  ask  of  our  nation  vs  Bb 
8s  the  answer  will  B=vs  9 
Any  chang  2  contrary  mus  Bgin  within  our  harts/livs 
4  we  direct  reflection  wat  tak  plac  in  our  nation 
Hav  we  founded  thez  houses  in  which  we  liv  upon  the 
san^ ,or  hav  we  founded  them  upon  the  rock?? 

v-'e  n^jd  remember  wat  G-  sed  2  Israel=2  Cv,ron  7:14 


"..  redictiable  Lizards" 

Text!  1  Kings  9:4-7 

:ipture:  1  Kings  9:1-9 
Jesus  at  the  end 'of  His  sermon  on  the  Mount  told  His  followers  the  significance 
of  either  hearing  niixHfeKXixgxxHxxxiatofeaHxircgxacHR  or  not  hearing,  and  of  obeying 
or  not  obeying.  This  is  what  He  said,  (read  Matthew  7:24-27). 

This  should  give  anyone  who  hears  it  to  understand  that  the  foundation  for  any- 
thing must  be  firmly  rooted  and  grounded  in  order  to  stand.   The  building  of  the 
Temple  in  Jerusalem  is  and  was  a  good  case  in  point.   Solomon  not  only  built 
this  magnificent  structure,  but  it  was  a  thing  of  beauty  as  well  as  a  structur- 
ally sound  building. 

jo  it  is  that  in  the  portion  of  Scripture  we  read  this  morning,  God  appeared  to 
Solomon  for  the  second  time  and  spoke  to  him  of  what  he  and  the  people  had  to  do 
to  continue  in  the  same  direction  before  God  as  they  were.  As  usual  God  laid 
down  the  ground  rules  they  were  to  follow  and  each  of  these  rules  'as  prefaced 

one  little  word. 
The  first  illustration  of  this  is  found  in  the  4th  verse,  "And  II?,  (read  rest 
of  verse)."  God  then  brings  forth  what  will  happen  "IF"  they  do  this  and  we 
find  this  recorded  in  the  5th  verse,  xSSS       , '  (read  rest  of  verse).   There 
are  going  to  be  blessings,  "THEN"  "IF"  they  pre  willing  to  do  what  God  wants. 
But  as  was  so  yypical  not  only  of  the  Jews,  but  of  all  mankind,  God  knew  the 
disobedience  which  could  spring  forth  and  so  He  said  two  other  small  words 
which  qualified  the  entire  situation. 

In  the  6th  verse  He  said,  "BUT"  (read  rest  of  verse),  and  He  went  on  to  state, 
"THEH"  (  read  rest  of  verse),  and  here  we  see  how  God  was  going  to  handle  their 
obedience  or  disobedience.  Whatever  they  decided  to  do,  theie  was  to  be  a  re- 
ward or  punishment  and  God  left  the  decision  squarely  in  their  hands.   Whatever 
the  outcome  of  their  behaviour  they  were  to  know  that  the  future  donsequences 
S»ore  dependent  upon  their  present  actions. 
Since  we  have  the  vision  along  these  lines  of  knowing  the  outcome  we  know  that 
their  avtions  were  predictable  and  they  would  reject  the  counsel  of  God  and  do 
their  own  thing. 
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But  as  we  look  at  the  illustration  of  the  people  of  God.  and  how  they  turned 

eir  backs  on  Him,  and  then  we  make  the  comparison  of  our  nation  and  people 
and  look  at  the  directions  in  which  we  are  beading  we  cannot  help  but  shudder 
and  pray  for  a  reversal  of  the  present  trends. 
(Illustration  of  a  Chameleon  and  ability  to  change  colors) 

"ere  is  a  lizard  which  is  predicable.  But  there  are  two  things  to  be  said  about 
this.   'The  first  is  that  this  lizard  changes  colors  so  that  it  blends  into  the 
background  around  it.  It  makes  it  very  difficult  to  be  picked  out  from  its 
surroundings.  Unfortunately  this  is  what  seems  to  be  taking  place  all  over  our 
nation.  vo   one  wants  to  stand  out.  Wa  no  longer  have  the  statesmen  and  leaders 
who  are  willing  to  stand  forth  on  the  principles  of  doing  what  Is  right.   Bven 
our  president  refuses  to  take  a  stand  which  might  make  him  unpopular  with  the 
people.  'This  isn't  leadership  which  we  need.   It's  followership.   3o  what  every- 
one else  is  doing  and  you  won't  be  noticed,  follow  the  crowd  and  don't  make 
_  .ves. 

I  just  heard  this  past  week  that  Leon  Jaworski  who  investigated  the  Watergate 
saandal  is  not  having  much  luck  in  Investigating  the  .voreagate  scandal  because 
no  one  is  talking  or  permitting  themselves  to  be  talked  to.   The  ,'atergate  mess 
was  bad  enough,  but  it  didn't  involve  treason  the  way  the  Korean  scandal  does. 
--nd  the  reason  why  the  information  is  so  hard  to  get  at,  it  involves  many  of 
the  leading  senators  and  cabinet  people  and  if  the  true  facts  were  to  come  forth 
it  would  make  Watergate  look  like  a  Aunday  Jchool  picnic.  But  you  see,  we  need 
to  clean  house  and  let  the  chips  fall  where  they  may.   If  it  topples  some  of 
the  so  called  senators  and  congressmen  the  nation  has  looked  up  to  and  for 
leadership,  let  them  fall.   ,;e  need  truth  more  than  we  need  sneaks  hiding  behind 
congressional  immunity,   .,'e  cannot  continue  to  found  our  house  upon  sand  and 
expect  it  to  stand.  Here  is  a  good  example  of  the  chameleon  blending  into  the 
background  so  it  doesn't  stand  out.  Theodore  Aqosevelvt  once  said  of  American- 
ism, (Illustration  of  his  quote). 

All  of  the  things  which  he  said  would  destooy  America  are  operative  in  the  lives 
of  many  of  our  people  who  are  looking  out  for  themselves  at  the  expense  of 


others.   .,'e  have  come  to  a  point  of  complete  abandon  in  our  society  today.  '  >e 

e  being  admonished  and  told  from  many  sides,  "As  long  as  it  feels  good,  do  it.' 

With  this  type  of  philosophy  we  are  being  led  down  the  primrose  path  which  can 

only  lead  to  destruction.  Our  young  people  are  being  brainwashed  about  pot,  and 
dope  and 

sex,  and  many  other  things  which  is  can  destroy  their  morals  and  principles  upon 

which  their  lives  should  be  firmly  founded.   I  also  just  heard  recently  what  a 

vast  percentage  of  our  armed  forces  personnel  are  on  hard  drugs  to  the  extent  1£ 

we  were  attacked,  it  would  be  doubtful  if  we  could  muster  a  sober  fighting  force 

in  a  short  period  of  time.  This  is  sad  and  far  removed  from  the  nation  under 

God  upon  which  we  were  founded. 

(Illustration  of  Paul  Harvey  and  the  Modern  1 arable  of  ,-merica) 

,/e  need  to  come  back  from  being  the  "Predicatble  Lizards"  we  are  in  America 

today,  and  only  a  return  to  the  founding  upon  the  rock  which  is  Christ  will  this 

happen. 

.t  there  is  another  thing  to  be  said  about  a  chameleon  and  that  is  just  prior 
to  it  changing  colors  and  blending  into  the  background  it  stands  out  from  its 
surroundings.  ifccnrayxfeK  This  means  that  for  a  short  period  of  time  it  shows 
its  true  colors.  And  this  is  what  we  need  today  more  than  anything  else.  Any- 
one can  go  along  with  the  crowd,  but  it  takes  a  real  man  or  woman,  a  real  boy 
or  girl  to  buck  the  system  and  not  budge  from  that  stand.  We  should  thank  God 
that  there  are  some  individuals  who  have  gone  this  route  even  at  the  expense  of 
popularity  and  monetary  gain. 

Senator  Hughes  came  forth  several  years  ago  and  declared  himself  as  an  alcoholic 
and  became  a  reformed  one  and  now  devotes  his  time  to  helping  other  alcoholics. 
Betty  Ford  just  recently  stood  forth  to  declare  that  she  was  using  drugs  im- 
properly and  committed  herself  to  the  hospital  to  voercome  it.   hether  you  like 
her  or  not,  you  can't  help  but  admire  her  courage  to  do  this.  Anita  Bryant  has 
jeopardized  her  entire  career  in  her  desire  to  not  only  protect  our  children, 
but  to  help  those  who  are  active  homosexuals.  There  are  some  others  we  should 
name  as  well,  but  I  would  like  to  share  with  you  the  story  of  what  good  came  out 
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of  the  Watergate  scandal.  Charles  Colosn,  one  of  -iichard  Nixon's  number  one  men. 
£   s  convicted  and  sent  to  prison.   While  there  he  had  the  opportunity  to  l&ok  at 
his  life  and  it  was  while  there  he  turned  to  Christ  and  was  "Born  Again." 
After  his  release  from  prison  he  started  seeking  to  find  ways  to  minister  to 
the  prisoners  in  our  nation's  prisons  because  he  had  seen  and  known  first  hand 
what  they  were  going  through.   He  and  several  other  people  started  a  prison  min- 
istry but  they  soon  realized  that  in  order  to  be  effective  they  needed  to  have 
the  prison  doors  opened  to  them  in  order  to  do  any  real  effective  work  among  the 
prisoners.  ~o  it  was  that  they  walked  into  the  office  of  the  man  in  charge  of 
all  of  the  federal  prisons  throughout  the  United  itates.   T^ey  walked  in  un- 
announced and  began  to  talk  to  him  about  letting  them  form  a  ministry  whereby 
they  could  enter  the  federal  prisons  and  conduct  worship  and  Bible  studies  while 
living  among  the  prisoners  and  leading  then  t   the  Lord. 

The  man  said  that  he  had  recently  visited  a  federal  prison  in  California  and  had 
,_jtended  a  chapel  service  there.  During  the  hhapel  servide  a  prienner  whom  he 
did  not  know,  prayed  for  him  from  the  back  of  the  chapel.  His  question  to  i.r. 
Colson  was,  "Why  would  that  man,  a  total  stranger  to  me,  pray  for  my  health 
and  safety  and  well  being?"  Mr.  Colson  told  him,  "Because  he  loves  you,  be- 
cause he  is  a  Chri'tian."  The  man  then  informed  Mr.  ^olson  and  the  other  man 
that  because  of  this  evidence  of  what  Christianity  can  do,  they  were  free  to 
visit  the  federal  prisons  and  set  up  Bible  studies  and  speak  to  the  men  about 
the  Lord.   So  you  see  what  it  takes  is  those  who  are  unwilling  to  be  "Predictabl 
lizards"  and  stand  forth  and  be  the  "Unpredictable  Lizards  for  the  lord. 
Th  promise  which  God  made  to  .iolomon  and  the  Jews  is  just  as  much  a  promise  to 
us  as  well.   If  we  are  unwilling  to  follow  His  leading,  then  we  are  going  to 
fall.   iucceeding  generations  may  very  ask  of  our  nation,  vs  8b,  (read  it). 
And  the  answer  will  be,  vs  9,  (read  it). 

— ny  change  to  the  contrary  roust  begin  here  and  now  within  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  each  of  us,  for  we  are  a  direct  relection  of  what  is  taking  place  in  our 
nation.  Have  we  founded  these  houses  in  which  we  live  upon  the  sand,  or  have 
we  founded  them  upon  the  rock?    '^-  Cft/Zoti       /  ./*/ 


ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Eighth  Sunday  After  Pentecost         July  9,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  link.  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Chair  Director 
David  Knauer,  Helen  Hilliard  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude        "Andante"  Rowley 

♦Processional  Hymn  No.  4  "Come,  Thou  Almighty  King" 

♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  -  (In  Unison)  "0  God,  our  FAther,  you  know 
that  we  all  face  the  temptations  of  life.   You  know 
that  many  times  we  are  turned  on  by   the  world  and 
turned  off  by  religion  and  the  Church.   You  know  that 
we  do  not  want  to  discipline  ourBelves  to  a  love  that 
demands  obedience.   But  you  also  know  that  since  we 
are  human,  we  can  only  resolve  our  problems  and  our 
difficulties  through  you.  Help  us  in  our  weakness  to 
become  strong,  and  in  the  midst  of  our  sins  to  find 
forgiveness.  Hear  us  now,  and  let  us  hear  your  wi spared 
"Go  and  sin  no  more."  Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen . " 

•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

♦Praise 

♦Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

♦Doxology  No.  551 
Scripture:      2  Chronicles  32:  1-8 
Hymn  No.  283    "God  is  our  Refuge  and  our  Strength" 

♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 

♦Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering        Offertory  "Meditation"     Massenet 

Terence  Highlights:  Bob  Dellen 

Duet:  ""'■   Touched  He"  Gaither  Sune.by  Karen  Maloney 


.oupenn 


Sermon:     "WHAT  WOULD  THE  ODDSMAKERS  SAY?" 
Hymn  No.   221   "My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee" 
Benediction  and  Threefold  .Amen 
Postlude  "Choconne" 

"Congregation  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  are  from  the  wedding 

yesterday  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Chase  (Cindy  Ferree) 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   #Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Steve  Vargo  and  Gottlob  Kradel, 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Mrs.  Betty  Carney, 
and  Marlene  Riemer. 
^^Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton,  Mrs.  Winifred 

Johnston,  Mr.  Lloyd  French,  Mr.  Nick  Nohach.-t**^  £An*>#4*r 
Mr.  Earl  Wogan.  Mrs.  Lillian  Kradel  -  St.  Francis 
x  1  -   Art  Hnvert  -  V-An;   fll,  eanor  McWilliama  -  Sunnyview. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congrega- 

tion  and  Friends  at  the  door  this  morning. 
DO  YOU  LIKE  BIRTHDAYS?   WHY  NOT  CELEBRATE  WITH  US 

AUGUST  20  thru  27th. 
Richard  Mangel  and  Steve  Vargo  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week. 
Coming!!  ARC  Camping  Trip  to  Pymatunning  State  Park, 

see  details  in  the  Newsletter. 
Teachers  Training  will  start  in  September  -  details 

are  in  the  Newsletter. 
A  Basic  class  on  Sign  Language  for  the  Deaf  will  start 
July  I3th  at  7:00  here  at  the  Church  -  one  night  a 
week  for  4  or  5  weeks.  /£  /^rEAJEJIW*    ^*xi5^^  £■,— j 


Father,  give  us  the  Spirit  Your  Son  has  promised  usj 
to  make  us  honest  people  again-  to  know  and  face  the 
truth:  to  see  ourselves  and  cease  from  laying  our 
defections  at  your  door;  to  see  your  only  goodness 
in  our  desperate  need  of  you.   Forgive  us  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 

■ 


;'..rhat        he  Oddsmakers  lay?" 
Text:  2  Chron  32:7b;  Scrip.  2  Chron  32:1-0 

Liv  4n  age  concern  bout  "ODDS" ; sports ,races,stok  ra£t 
If  tu  Scrip  giv  2  odsmakrs,wud  gav  ods  &  outcum  8-. 
predict  outcum  wud  hav  bin  diff  th^n  wat  tuk  place 

us  look  scrip  agin: 
is__>l  gud  king, start  rein  reform; destroy  idol  Ahaz  set 
up;clens  &  re-ope  temp  &  worship  Aim  G 
Judah  pay  Irge  tribut  2  Assyria ;<A  3enacherib  invad 
city/tov/ns  Judah  vss  1-2 
vs  3-5  stop  water, rebild  wall 

vss  6-8  pep  talk  &  real  story=greatly  outnumbered 
■'at  Odsmakrs  oay?=Qds  favor  Assyria  Bcuz  superior 
"   Hez  say?  vs  7b  (read) 
vs  9= ienach  send  mesengr  whil  attack 
vss  10-1$-Wat  they  say  2  Hez  &  peop 
vss  16-17  send  lettrs  2  friten  them 
vss  18-1$=speak  agin  Aim  G  lik  pagan  god 
vs  20-Hojb  &  Isa  pray  &  vss  21-22=anser  of  6  2  prayer 

Here  out  of  hopeless  situation  G  triumph 
(_arallel  of  LEA  8s  go  B4  Conference  on  homo  resol) 
Disgusted, dwnharted,reddy  2  concede, go  thru  motions 
Aeceiv  advanc  conf  material  &  5  resolu  same  lines 
Oomm  form,independ  mod,C-  work  10-1:30  Sat  make  1  resc 

int  up  8e  set  2  vote  on  Sunday  morning 
Aun:paper  on  seats  agin  resolution 

C&ergy  ask  vote  1  at  time 
;.'1=Bibl; comments  wer  unbelievbl  ,but  we  encountr  this 

wen  passed  out  letters  in  .pril 
Crass  Biblist=Gtupid  3ible  Bliever=A  if  U  Bliev  as  I 
Inspir  unerr  Aord  of  G, Miracles  ,Virg  Birth, blud  ator 
d-vtti, burial, body  resur,&  cura  agin,  in  glory;U2  Crass 

:  peop  did  best  2  put  dwn  this  type  Blief 
Then  sugest  ammend  &  harts  sank  &  seem  voice  loudest 
thoz  in  favor  amendment: 
But  vote  came  Ss  amend  defeat  &  resolut  #1  pass 
3aw  this  tak  plac      -3  had  2  lv,A  Bob  saw  others 
pass  like  manner 
G  beat  dwn  opp  lik  beat  dwn  Assyr  agin  Hezekiah 
There  nov;  resolu  2B  brot  2  Gen  Jynod  from  PWC  June 
It  express  disaprov  ordain  homos, &  their  styl  of  lif 
is  sin 
No  mean  preach  hatred, but  mean  seek  2bring  2  Js  Xp 
in  repent  &  seek  healing  can  tak  plac  their  livs  as 
well  as  anyl  else 
Hez>sed=vs  7b;Jn  sed=Grter  He  in  U  tjian  He  that  world 
th"'   mean  Js  who  indwel,strongr  than  satan  indwel  ..'c 
P  st_=If  G  B4-  us, who  can  B  agin  us?  &  lesson  faith  & 
commitment  is=G  wil  help  2  overcum  all  odds  if  we  wil 
2  plac  His  hands/His  powr  grtr  anything  in  world 


"'.."hat       'lie  Oddsmakers  3ay?" 
Text:  2  Chronicles  32:7b 
S<  .pture:  2  Chronicles  32:1-8 

:e  live  in  an  age  which  is  eoncercenned  with  "odds."  Hardly  a  day  goes  by  in 
which  we  hear  or  read  about  certain  "Odds"  being  advanced  about  something.   ;e 
hear  odds  about  life  expectancy,  about  the  weather,  about  gsrexKfeacHEEKXHXxsHK 
ggjMfcgiiiqpgaagtoiaxiihAflKgxgggkicaa^xBmax 
sports,  the  stock  market,  banks,  and  so  on.   I  an  certain  that  if  we  were  to 
take  the  Scripture  we  read  this  morning  and  give  an  oddsmaker  the  facts  and  stat- 
istics without  revealing  that  it  transpired  several  thousand  years  ago,  we  would 
receive  not  only  "Odds"  about  the  situation,  but  the  probable  outcome.   And  more 
than  likely  the  predicted  outcome  would  have  teen  different  than  that  which  really 

took  place. 

Let  us  turn  once  again  to  this  Scripture  to  see  what  eventually  transpired. 
Hezekiah  the  King  of  Jud„h  was  a  good  Icing.   He  started  his  reign  with  a  great 
reformation.  He  destroyed  the  idols  and  pagan  altars  in  his  kingdom,  which  Mng 
Afc&z  had  set  up;  he  re-opened  the  Temple  after  he  had  it  cleansed;  and  he  re- 
stored the  worship  of  Almighty  3od.  Judah  was  paying  large  tribute  to  Assyria 
and  so  it  was  that  Hezekiah  nradsxwiitocfehiBXBXxwK  found  that  Sennacherib  the  ring 
of  Assyria  invaded  some  of  the  towns  of  Judah. 

>o  it  is  then  that  Hezekiah  has  his  people  work  on  repairing  the  wall  around 
Jerusalem  and  shutting  off  the  water  supply  to  outside  sources.   XEEkssa±sis;xCTi 
*xxK®xsKi3s:AaxsxprjJXBKXxfeisxtsxfeKXStxi4HXXHit:KxfsEt 

as,  Hezekiah  and  his  people  were  securely  set  to  defend  Jerusalem  against  any 
attack  by  Jennacherito  and  his  forces.  But  one  thing  was  definitely  against 
them,  and  this  was  the  fact  that  they  were  greatly  outnumbered  by  the  large  army 
of  the  Assyrians.   "What  Would  The  Oddsmakers  Say?1'  about  this.   1  am  sure  that 
t>^y  would  have  stressed  very  strongly  that  the  xkz  people  of  Israel  did  not 
stand  a  chance  against  such  superior  odds. 
But  what  was  it  Hezekiah  said  to  his  people?   We  read  this  in  verses  7  and  8. 

.hat  was  his  final  words  of  encouragement  to  a  people  who  knew  they  were  vastly 
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outnumbered?   "Tor  there  are  more  with  us  than  with  him,"  was  what  he  said, 
it  is  that  we  read  of  Sennacherib  sending  his  servants  to  Hezekiah  and  his 

people  barricaded  behind  the  wall  in  Jerusalem  while  he  is  at  Laehish  with  his 

vs  9 
troops  beseiging  this  Judean  cijry.  They  cry  to  the  people  and      iah  speak- 
ing against  what  Hezekiah  had  done  to  bring  the  people  back  to  Almighty  God, 
vss  10-15*  They  not  only  were  there  in  person  to  shout  these  threats  against 
the  people  of  Israel,  but  they  also  sent  letters  to  frighten  them,  vss  16-17* 
Then,  to  make  sure  what  they  were  saying  was  understood,  they  shouted  to  the 
people  in  their  own  language  and  spoke  against  God  as  though  He  were  one  of  the 
pagan  gods,  vss18-19. 

bo  then  Hezekiah  and  Isaiah  pray  to  the  Lord  for  His  help,  vs  20,  and  we  read 
vss  21-22,  that  The  King  Sennacherib  was  defeated,  and  he  returned  hone  in  shame 
and  was  slain  there  by  his  own  sons,  xxx 
Here  out  of  a  completely  hopeless  situation  we  find  that  ^od  triumphs.  As  I 

s  able  to  see  what  was  transpiring  in  our  fight  to  have  the  Lake  Trie  Associa- 
tion take  a  stand  before  the  conference  against  the  issues  of  homosexuality  and 
immorality,  it  looked  like  such  a  hopeless  task.  A  zhxeeh±£h±  resolution  was 
sent  to  ne  presented  to  the  Penn  ./est  Conference  meeting  in  Johnstown,  but  it 
seemed  as  though  it  didn't  have  a  chance  of  being  accepted.  3ut  then  when  the 
material  about  the  Conference  appeared,  it  was  discovered  that  altogether  there 
were  6  resolutions  along  the  same  lines.   This  revived  a  hope  that  not  all  was 
lost.   A  committee  was  formed  at  Johnstown  from  the  churches  who  had  submitted 
resolutions,  an  independent  moderator  was  chosen,  and  we  sat  down  to  draft  one 
resolution  from  the  6  submitted.   Fe  worked  from  10:00  .  .  .  until  1:30  J-tura  y 
morning  and  hammered  out  a  resolution  which  was  then  printed  up  and  distributed 
to  everyone  at  the  conference.   The  voting  on  this  Issue  was  set  for  .Sunday  morn- 
ing. 

.en  we  arrived  in  the  gymnasium  someone  had  taken  the  occasion  to  have  printed 
up  a  paper  downgrading  any  resolution  such  as  the  one  being  proposed,  ohortly 
after  the  business  session  began  the  resolution  was  presented  and  immediately 
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one  of  the  clergy  moved  that  it  be  voted  on  point  by  point,   Jo  we  started 

rough,  the  first  point.   This  has  to  do  with  the  authority  of  the  ->ible  as 
our  rule  for  life.   ^ome  of  the  comments  rendered  concerning  our  stand  upon  the 
Bible  were  simply  unbelievable.   But  by  the  same  token  they  were  believable 

when  we  stoo  to  consider  that  itaxKxfe  when  we  Dassed  out  the  letters  to  the 

Bibliat." 
churches  in  April  I  was  called  a  "Grass  ^xfeiiaiStx"   rhe  word  "Crass"  mgans 

iblist" 
fcupid,"  and  the  word  "StKfcfcKJbcfcX  means  a  student  of  the  Bible,  or  one  who  be- 
lieves in  the  Bibles   jo  if  you  believe  as  I  do,  that  the  Bible  is  the  inspired 
unerring  rford  of  God,  and  you  believe  in  the  miralces  which  happened,  and  you 
believe  in  the  Virgin  birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  His  blood  atonement,  His  death, 
burial,  and  bodily  resurrection,  as  well  as  His  coming  again  in  glory,  then  you 
too  are  a  "Crass  Biblist." 

Needless  to  say  there  were  those  who  did  their  best  to  put  down  this  type  of 
belief.   Then  someone  suggested  an  amendment  to  the  wording  and  our  hearts  sunk 
._.thin  us.   itefc  And  it  seemed  the  voices  being  heard  the  loudest  were  those  in 
favor  of  the  amendment.  But  when  it  came  time  to  vote  the  amendment  was  de- 
feated and  the  resolution  passed  with  only  a  minor  change. 

It  happened  this  way  for  each  of  the  other  two  proposals  I  saw  voted  on  before 
I  had  to  leave,  and  3ob  can  tell  you  what  happened  in  the  session  following 
,'orship  and  lunch,  how  God  beat  down  the  opposition  just  as  He  beat  do\m  the 

=syria  who  opposed  Hezekiah.   There  la  now  a  resolution  which  has  come 
forth  from  our  lenn  .'est  Conference  which  will  be  sent  on  to  the  General  Synod 
which  will  meet  in  Indianapolis  next  June.  It  expresses  our  disapprov  1  of 
the  stance  of  the  denomination  to  ordain  homosexuals,  and  to  accept  their  out- 
right sin  as  being  merely  another  lifestyle.   This  doesn't  mean  that  we  are 
striving  to  preach  hatred  against  the  homosexual,  but  it  does  mean  that  we  are 
to  seek  to  bring  them  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  In  repentence  and  to  seek  His 
wealing  which  can  take  place  in  their  lives,  as  it  can  in  the  life  of  any  of  s. 
Just  as  Hesekiah  told  his  people,  "There  are  more  with  us,  than  with  him,"  so 
we  must  be  reminded  that  the  .-Ipostle  John  said  a  similar  thing,  "Greater  is  He 
that  is  in  you  than  he  that  is  in  the  world."   This  means  that  Jesus  who  in- 
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dwells  us,  is  stronger  than  jatan  who  indwells  those  of  the  world.  Paul  states 
in  yet  another  way  when  he  said  to  the  Romans,  "If  God  be  for  us,  iirho  can  tee 
against  us?"   This  is  the  lesson  of  faith  we  need  to  learn,  and  that  is,  God 
will  help  us  to  overcome  all  odds  if  we  are  willing  to  place  it  in  His  hands. 
His  power  is  greater  than  an       the  world,  has  to  offer. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Ninth  Sunday  After  Pentecost        July  16,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Say  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Tom  Hollefreund  and  Karen  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude     "Prelude  on  'Slane'"  Young 

•Processional  Hymn  Ho.  11   "Ye  servants  of  God" 
'Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  -  "Father  Almighty,  we  come  to 
you  asking  for  help.  Our  lives  reflect  the  lack  of 
light  in  them  by  the  very  gloom  around  us.   We  are 
filled  with  anxiety,  pessimism  and  doubt.   We  look 
to  other  humans  for  hope  and  fulfillment.  We  seek 
joy  in  all  manner  of  things,  but  find  no  joy.  We  are 
filled  with  a  sense  of  need  and  yet,  are  not  ready  to  seek 
help  from  beyond  ourselves.  Help  us  to  know  that  we 
are  each  sinful,  and  our  need  is  always  you.  Forgive  us, 
and  grant  your  love  now  and  always.   Amen," 
•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology    Ho.  551 
Scripture:    Philippians  1:12-30 

Highlights  of  St,  Paul's  Zitt  Thompson 

Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory   "Voluntary  on  "Evans"  -     Young 
Duet     "Lord,  I  Adore  Thee  -  Swedish  Folk  Melody 

Sung  by  Howdy  and  Dutch  Boiam 
Sermon:     "Heads  I  Win,  Tails  You  Lose" 
w  No.   467  "I  love  to  tell  the  story" 


Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

Postludes  "The  King  of  Love"       Young 

--------  -"Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  this  morning  have  been 

given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Mike  Nazaruk  in  memory  of 

"Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Robble  VInroe,  Steve 

Smith,  Randy  Dellen,  Bob  Dellen  and  Gordon  Kennedy 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  Gottlob  Kradel  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  BArb  Vargo  and 

Sherry  McClimans. 
'Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Nellie  Hughes  -377;  Biahiui'd  Andrews 

*9£;  Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton,  Mr.  Lloyd  French,  Mr.  Nick 

Nohach,  Sadie  Barnhart.  Hit,.  _WWJ  Tl  ml  MIWHIIfiin, 

Mrs.  Nellie  Bonnett.  <■*  J'J    ~*uJ?>* 
REV.  LEE  NEUHAUS  AND  FAMILY  WILL  BE  HERE  SUNDAY, 

AUGUST  20th.   DO  YOU  REMEMBER  LEE  AND  KATHY? 
.  Rob  Sybert  and  Bruce  McBride  will  be  visiting  the 

hospital  this  week. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Hitter  would  like  to  thank  everyone 

who  remembered  them  with  a  card  on  their  Anniversary. 
Coming!  f   ARC  Camping  Trip  to  Pyiaatunning  State  Park, 

see  the  Harry  Burns  or  Bruce  McBride' s.   Please  give 

your  $3.00  per  night  per  unit,  plus  the  license  number 
and  make  of  your  oar  to  the  above  by  July  23rd. 
See  details  in  the  Newsletter.  Anyone  in  the  Church 
Is  invited. 
Teachers  Training  will  start  in  September  -  details 

are  in  the  Newsletter. 
Confirmation  Class  will  begin  in  September  -  look  for 

your  letter  in  August.  If  you  are  interested  -  sign 

up  now  so  you  will  not  be  missed. 
A  Basic  class  on  sign  Language  started  last  Thursday 

evening  with  20   in  attendance. 
The  Flower  Chart  is  open  on  July  30th,   If  you  are 

interested  in  this  date  please  leave  Bea  Know,  The 

next  opening  iE  in  October  22nd,  and  29th.  Dec.  3. 

10,  17  and  31  are  open. 

Please  do  not  put  your  extra  program  of  Progress  in 
the  Pew  Racks.  There  is  a  box  in  the  Narthex  for 
them. 


"Heads  I  Jin,  Tails  You  J.«09e" 
Text:  Phil;  1:21:   -crip.  .Ml  1:12-30 

(I]   s  6  million  dollar  man) 

Isn -v  amaz  marvel  desine,plan  this  machine  hous  us? 
Yet,mu3  kno  sumday  face  deth  this  body 
P  nonder  this,&  wrote  bout; here  was  1  mos  bril,intel 
m       his  tim  &  stood  threshold  of  deth, 

Ls  red  as  scrip  this 
F  prisner  Home  aprox  10yr  found  ch  Philipi, 

3/4yr  sine  visit  &  dicfeat  letr  2  Jim, who  writ  4  Pau 
Vs  12=imprisn  furthr  Ch  Js  Xp:How?  stir  crazy? 
1st  prisnr,&  prob  mark  4  execu  how  cud  B? 
Vs  13»giv  anser=I  gard  by  Praetorium  guard: Imp  corp 
of  i!ome;10  thous  hand  pik  dispers  Empire 
I  hand  overGapt ,hand  over  2  g  rd:       =chain 
gard  ask  curios  Js  Xp,P  witnes  despit  chain 
(lllus  3  dunday, Irish  Catholic  Hivavl  Dayton, Ohio) 
This  P  do 

Vss  14-2G=Xp  preach, mos  import  &  gist  found  vs  21 
Old  coin  flip=Hds  I  Vin, Tails  U  Lose 
but  this  4  Blievr  &  J?  no  talk  liv  lif,but  liv  lifst 
ions  pepp  walk  face  erth,liv  &  die  &  only  lifxfcy 
ray  peop  do  same  2day,&  unfort  sum  in  church 
oumwher  thez  folk  no  herd  mesag  or  neglec  2  t 
;ay=put  Js  Xp  centr  our  livs 
He  mus  3  centr  or  lif  meanles  &  liv  4  no  purpos 
"    "   "  1  we  seek  serv  stead  own  self  individ  pur 
This  no  mean  Xp  central  &   sum  magic  formula  8=  probs 
disapear; contrary, bcuz  tak  stan  gin  >atan  &  worl  we 
may  encountr  added  probs 
Duz  mean  mid  suf r,diseas, deth, aff lie ,  c-m  kno  comf 
i,v->abl  2B  found  things  this  v;orld 

ayB  no  underst  ansers  lif  probs, but  wil  hav  stren 
of_1  who  liv  8b  suffr  also  Si  kno  our  needs 
But  P  also  pt  out  no  matr  whethr  liv  rip  age/dy  yng 
as  long  Blong  2  L  we  can't  los,we  win  eithr  way 

Talk  bout  No  Fault  Insur,wat  a  deal  4  mankind 
But  it  tak  desir  &  chaleng  2Bgin  liv  4  Xp , 
it  not  just  1st  step  of  accept, but  continu  step  by 
step  growing  in  Xp  which  mus  tak  place 
4  P  lif  Bgan  hot, dusty  Damascus  rd  wen  met  Js  face  c 

chang  man  &  now  chaleng  2  liv  4  L  Se  Bwil  dy  2 
(lllus  ,1.3.  Jimpson  &  How  2  otay  Healthy) 
How  many  us  wil  2  do  complete?  We  may  desii?  thro  out 
few, but  mos  want  hang  on  hatreds, past  hurts  "■  C  tho2 
tr°spas  agin  us  punished, 

a  result  hi  blud  presur, ulcer, gal  blad  etc  &  wat 
hap  turn  ins ids  in2  ces  pool  bitr  acid  &  burn  up 
Or  think, plan, plot  &  get  emotional  probs  Bcuz  &  4 
thez  probs  seek  Drs,Psychia 


Wat  real:/  neec1   is  not  Drs ,  jSschiatrist    , 

n  .  '  .  ing  power  2  tak  plac  in 

our  livs  c;  bodies 
It  then  3cum  matter  P  discuss  with  Soraans  wen  sed 
Whethr  we  liv, we  liv  un2  Lj&  whet or  we  die, we  die 
un2  L; whethr  we  liv  ther4,or  dytwe  R  the  Lord's 

I  hav  &£kw&   cum  2  feel  as  P  that  I  am  a  prisonr--of 
fchKxisEEGt  my  Lord  Js  Xp. 
Wen  awak  in  morn  He  ther: wen  go  2  bed  las  thing 
He  ther; 
I  tried  2  escap  &  run  from  Him, hut  He  wudn't  let 
me 

.herever  I  hav  gone  He  ther 
He  mov,He  motivat  me  &  I  sat  hay  cum  2  find  I  can 
only  echo  the  words  of  1  ,  4  Me  To  Liv  Is  Xp,&  2  Jy 
Is  Gain 

This  givs  U  &  me  the  assuranc  that  Heads  I  .'in, 
Tails  U  Lose 
This  is  a  no  lose  deal  thru  Xp 
Gan  we  all  say  the  same  thing? 
&  If  cannot, mus  ask  why  not? 
Let  us  put  thez  houses  in  order  2day  i£  need  B 
3gin  2  hav  the  Nu  Lif  G  wants  us  2  hav  thru  Js  Xp 
living  in  our  harts  &  livs. 


"Heads  I  ..'in,  Tails  You  Lose" 
Text:  Philippians  ±t&&*M   1:21 
ripture:  Ibillppians  1:12-30 

(Illustration  of  6  Million  dollar  Man) 

Isn't  it  amazing  that  Sod  h      fondrously  and  marvelous l.y  designed  and  plan- 

tais  machine  which  houses  each  of  us?   -ret,  when  we  ponder  this  we  must 
come  to  th      rie&ge  that  we  must  know  and  experience  death  to  the  body. 
xitxKSxikxjcxxa^xxsniixKHxiHHkxakxMiKcixiE 

Faul  pondered  this  and  thought  about  it,  and  wrote  about  it.   ere  was  one  of 
the  most  intelligent,  most  highly  educated  men  of  his  time  and  he  stood  on  the 
threshold  of  death.   This  is  what  we  read  as  our  Scripture  for  this  morning. 
Paul  was  a  nrisoner  in  jail  in  ^ome,  approximately  10  years  after  he  had  founded 
the  church  in  Philippi.  It  was  about  3  or   4-  years  since  he  had  visited  them 
and  he  was  XEiixins  dictating  this  letter  to  Timothy  who  was  writing  it  for  him. 
.e  began  our  reading  this  morning  with  the  12th  verse  in  which  he  tells  the 
people  in  the  church  that  his  imprisonment  has  had  an  effect  on  furthering  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  rather  than  hindering  it.   Now  how  could  he  say  this? 
It  almost  sounds  as  though  he  had  gone  a  little  stir  csEzy.   He  is  first  a 
prisoner,  and  secondly,  probably  marked  for  execution  and  how  could  this  possi- 
bly advance  the  gospel? 

.ell,  this  becomes  somewhat  evident  in  the  1Jth  verse,  (read).   He  is  saying 
that  his  imprisonment  is  well  'mown  in  the  emperor's  palace  and  throughout  all 
of  Rome*   This  was  made  possible  because  Paul  was  being  guarded  by  none  other 
than  the  -raetorian  guard,  which  was  the  Imperial  guard  corp  of  Rome,   Xtass 
This  was  a  hand  picked  group  of  elite  troops  of  about  10  thousand  men  who  were 
dispersed  throughout  itome  and  the  cities  of  the  -toman  empire.  Paul  had  been 
handed  over  to  the  Captain  of  the  I raetorian  guard  who  in  turn  xli  handed  him 
over  to  an  individual  guard/  1 aul  was  then  chained  to  this  guard  by  a  short 
piece  of  chain  called  an  "HAH  IIS"  in  Greek.  One  end  was  attached  to  the 
wrist  of  the  prisoner  and  the  other  end  was  attached  to  the  guar  .    hen  that 
particular  guard  went  off  duty,  the  prisoner  was  attached  to  another  guard. 
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Tttus,  j aul  had  ample  opportunity  to  speak  to  these  guards  about  Jesus  Christ. 

you  are  literally  tied  to  someone  you  cannot  help  but  become  involved  in 

conversation  with  them.  Most  of  his  guards  were  very  curious  about  this  Jesus 

Christ  and  so  it  afforded  Paul  time  during  the  long  hours  of  imprisonment  to 

tell  them  of  his  saviour.  No  wonder  he  could  proclaim  that  his  imprisonment 

was  advancing  the  gospel.   He  was  able  to  carry  on  hi3  ministry  despite  the 

handicap  of  chains  and  prison. 

(Illustration  of  Irish  Catholic  at  Billy  ounday  tevival  in  Dayton,  Lhio) 

This  is  what  Paul  was  doing,  x^±ja£rfcroi±Ji&xfciiKxsSHriisE  "Fighting  On  .1he  Corner 

Where  /ie   was2  for  Jesus  Christ. 

.  aul  goes  on  to  state  that  Christ  is  being  proclaimed  because  of  bis  imprisonment 

3ome  are  doing  it  out  of  love  for  PBul,  while  others  are  doing  it  because  they 

think  they  are  causing  Paul  affliction.  But  in  either  event  Christ  is  being 

proclaimed  and  this  is  the  main  thing.  He  tells  them  that  whatever  is  to  be 

11  be  and  he  is  prepared  for  it.   And  this  is  the  real  gist  of  his  message. 

This  is  found  in  vs  21,  (read).   It  is  the  old  story  of  the  coin  flip,  "Heads  I 

You  Lose 
Win,  Tails  SincoCHsiEtr-d^sKsx"   To  live  is  to  win,  and  to  die  is  to  win  also. 

But  this  is  for  the  believer.   1 aul  was  not  talking  about  the  living  of  a  life 

uch  as  he  was  speaking  about  the  living  of  a  life-style.   .  illions  of   eo- 

ple  h        sd  upon  the  face  of  this  earth,  lived  their  lives  and  passed  from 

the  scene,  and  all  it  amounted,  to  for  them  was  the  drudgery  of  living  a  life  of 

so  many  years.   Many  people  are  walking  the  face  of  this  earth  today  and  doing 

exactly  the  same  thing.  Unfortunately  we  must  say  that  some  of  these  people 

find  themselves  ±h  as  members  of  the  church,  .jomewhere  along  the  line  these 

folk  have  never  heard  the  real  message  of  the  ^ospel  or  have  neglected  to  take 

advantage  of  It  for  some  reason  or  another. 

What  Paul  was  pointing  out  was  the  necessity  to  put  Jesus  Christ  at  the  center 

w  our  lives.   He  must  be  central  in  our  lives  or  the  life  is  meaningless  and 

lived  with  no  purpose.   He  must  be  the  one  we  seek  to  serve  instead  of  our 

selfish  individual  purposes. 

This  doesn't  mean  that  when  Jesus  is  central  in  our  lives  tbat  it  is  some  magical 
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formula  which  makes  all  of  our  problems  disappear.  On  the  contrary,  because  we 

r   taking  our  stand  against  Satan  and  the  things  of  this  world  we  may  encounter 

added  problems.   But  it  does  mean  that  in  the  midst  of  suffering,  idsease,  death 

and  affliction,  we  can  know  a  comfort  unable  to  be  found  in  the  things  of  this 

world.   rfe  will  not  understand  or  know  thi       rs  to  many  of  life's  problems, 

but  we  will  have  the  strength  of  one  who  lived  and  suffered  even  as  «ss  we  do 

those 
to  carry  us  through  ifest  problems. 

doesn't 
But  Paul  was  also  pointing  out  that  it  £x&K±:fc  matter  whether  we  livsEt  to  a  ripe 

old  age,  or  ttaxe   cut  down  in  our  youth,  as  long  as  we  belongs!  to  the  Lord,  we 

xxx  can't  lose.   .'e  win  either  way. 

Talk  about  "No  Fault  Insurance,"  this  is  the  best  no  risk  contract  available  to 

mankind . 

jpAla  a  k  r  a  t±Bir  :gebn :±Brfcc±stoafiaah  a  ar  saijb: 

siferis  £:  :±s::tliE:  :frag±Hn±H|p;aroix:fcfaEXEra!±%xgn^x±kxgxxgx^^ 

I      :toK£Ssr:^scBrarx:*anckiiHKXScxxKHixx 

xairxxxxx 

But  it  t  kes  that  desire,  that  challenge  to  begin  to  live  for  Christ.   It  isn't 

just  that  first  acceptance  of  Corist,  and  everything  is  automatically  different. 

Instead,  it  ia  that  first  step  of  faith  which  is  the  acceptanceof*  Him,  and  then 

\hiMCft  /fu/T 

the  constant  one-step  at  a  time  growing  in  Christ  thai  "ww*!y|-uake  place. 
For  Paul  that  life  began  on  that  hot  dusty  road  to  Damascus  when  he  met  Jesus 
face  to  face.   He  was  a  changed  man,  and  now  it  was  the  challenge  to  live  for 
the  lord,  and  be  willing  to  die  for  --im  if  necessary.   It  meant  throwing  out  all 
of  the  other  things  which  can  harm,  and  hurt  and  distract. 
(Illustration  of  A..B.  ^impson  and  How  -'o  *ay  Healthy) 

How  many  Of  US  are  willing  to  do  this  completely?   .e        .ire  to  throw  out  a 
few  of  them,  but  most  of  us  want  to  hang  on  to  our  past  hurts  and  hatreds.   e 
L-At  to  see  those  who  trespassed  against  us  punished,  or  we  will  not  be  happy. 
,Jo  as  a  result  we  are  not  happy  but  miserable  and  it  causes  high  b&ood  pressure, 
ulcers,  gall  bladder  problems  and  others,,   /hat  happens  is  that  we  literally 
turn  our  insides  into  cess  pools  of  bitter  acid  and  we  suffer  physically  because 
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of  it.  Or  we  think,  and  plot,  and  plan  how  to  get  even  and  we  get  emotional 

jblems  because  of  it.   For  these  physical  and  emotional  problems  vie  seek  the 
doctors  and  psychiatrists,  but  what  we  really  need  is  not  doctors,  nor  psychia- 
trists; what  we  need  is  Jesus  Christ  and  His  cleansing  power  to  take  place  in  oui 
lives  and  bodies.   It  then  becomes  a  mtter  Paul  discussed  with  the  .omans  when 

he  said ,  XiJfoanrx±:nra^xwK:c±±XH:-:fcH:;*^-^ 

"  Whether  we  live,  we  live  unto  the  lord;  and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lore 

whether  we  live  therefore,  or  die,  we  arj  the  .ord's." 

my 
tfe  should  each  be  able  to  say  as  Paul  said,  "1  am  a  prisoner  of  ifca:  Lord  and 

■.our  Jesus  Christ.  Then  I  awaken  in  the  morning  He  is  there;  when  I  go  to 

bed  and  the  very  last  thing  of  the  day,  He  is  there;  I  tried  to  escape  -in  and 

run  from  Him,  but  Be  wouldn't  let  me.   Wherever  I  have  gone  He  has  been  there. 

He  constantly  moves  ne  and  motivates  me  and  I  have  come  to  find  that  I  can  only 

echo  the  words  of  the  apostle  iaul,  "For  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is 

in.;l  This  gives  us  the  assurance  that  "Heads  I  Win,  fails  You  lose,::  which  is 
no  lose  deal  through  Christ. 
b?m   we  all  say  the  sane  thing?   And  if  we  cannot,  then  we  must  ask,  "  .'ay  Not? 

iwt)aiKK±x±HxiaKk:cxHwara±yxaai!4  Let  us  put  these  houses  in  order  if  need  be  and 

begin  to  have  the  new  life  whic  from  this  moment  on. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Sixteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost      A  September  3T  1978 
The  Hev.  Ralph  C»  Link,  Pastor 
Miss  Shelia  HcCaw^  Guest  Organist 
Sandy  Ferree  and  Beth  Feder  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 

The  Organ  Prelude  is  a  veil  dropped  between  everyday 
life  and  the  sanctuary.   Be  reverent,  be  silent,  be 
thoughtful.   If  you  must  whisper,  whisper  a  prayer. 
The  Organ  Prelude    "Chronmatic  Fugue  and  Fantasia 

Pachelbel 
♦Hymn  No.  30  "Come,  we  who  love  the  Lord" 
*Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  —  (In  Unison)  "Father,  we  pray  for  the  labor 
we  have  left  undone.   We  know  that  we  have  not  been 
completely  true.  We  have  sinned  through  not  being 
completely  disciplined  in  rfork;  we  have  looked  for 
payment,  even  when  our  work  has  not  been  completed. 
Father,  we  know  that  you  understand  because  you  lived 
and  worked  amonjus;  so  it  is  with  a  sense  of  penitence 
that  we  ask  your  forgiveness  once  again.   Through 
Christ  we  pray.  Amen.'1 
•Kyrie         (Choir,  Congregation  and  Liturgist) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:     0  Lord  open  our  lips 

♦People:     And  our   mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praisi 
•Doxology   No.  SSI 
Scripture:       Luke  9:26-42 

Hymn  No.  207       "Jesus  calls  us:  o'er  the  tumult'* 
•Affirmation  of  Faith   (Apostles1  Creed) 
•Gloria  Fatri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 

t'e  Who  in  the  Pew 
u i faring 


Offertory    "A  Prayer"  Stickles 

Solo:     "How  Lovely  Are  Thy  Dwellings"    K.  Davis 

Sung  by  Mrs.  Claudette  Sanzotti 
Sermon:        "BUSINESS  AS  USUAL" 
Prayer  and  Lord ' s  Prayer 

Hymn  Wot  278    "0  Love  that  wilt  not  let  me  go" 
Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Postlude:       "March  Herioque"  Stickles 

_  _  ^  ^  . — .___  *congregation  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Knauer  in  memory  of  Bob's  "Father" 

Bert  Knauer. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Allen  Botacchi,  Dan  Bosko, 

Robert  Knauer,  and  Charles  Penar. 
Today  began  the  Fall  and  Winter  Schedule  -  Church 

SChool  -  9:45;  Morning  Worship  at  11;00  A.M. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Hoy  Andrews  will  greet  the  Congregation 
at  the  door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  MrS.  Pauline  Pencil. 
Next  Sunday  will  be  Promotion  Sunday  during  Church  Sen. 
Mary  Lou  David  and  Norma  Knauer  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  during  the  week. 
^Web".  -  7:30  -  CHURCH  COUNCIL 

Thurs.  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please  have 

all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
Next  Sunday  -  Holy  Baptism  (Contact  the  Pastor} 
Time  passes  by  fast  before  we  know  it  the  Women's  Fellowsh 

will  be  announcing  the  date  for  their  annual  Soup  and 

Salad  Day.  There  is  a  possibility  that  a  second  day  will 
be  held  in  early  1979.  They  will  need  lots  of  vegetables. 
Corn  and  beans  will  be  ready,  if  you  have  extra  of  these 
vegetables  -  they  would  appreciate  your  freezing  them 
for  the  Soup,  If  you  have  extra,  but  too  busy  to  process 
them  -  Call  282-1032.  CM&JTy 

? Hospitalized!  -  Mrs.  Lillian  Kradel^/rffc"***  P/***^£$fc*fc^ 
Arthur  Covert  and  Louis  Zubik  -  V.A.  Hospital.     f^  Alc 
Confirmation  Classes  will  begin  Sept.  10th  -  If  any 
Youth  not  yet  contacted:  {12  years  and  up)  please  contact 
Rev-  Link.  . 

^PWext  Sunday  -  (Sept.  10}  from  7-9  P.M.  -  Teachers  •■    ***c*->fc/ 
^    Training  begins.  A-^fr/j 

Our  Church  is  scheduled  to  escort  wheel  chair  patients 
to  and  from  Services  at  V.A,  during  Oct.  8  persons  each 
Sunday  -  Contact  Bill  Pflugh  if  you  can  possi'-'v  hely 


"Business  As  Usual" 
Text:  Luke  9:37:   >crip.  Luk<      -42 

;t  3  Mess  -     oh  4 

I  want  2direc  our  think  2  story  &  event  imediat  folo 
Story  found=Iit  17;  Kk  9  &  all  diff;no  discreps  as 
r— m  say;raerly  3  diff  reports  ocyr  sam  story 
J;.;  ^Jnt  up  Mt  2  pray        iv     fc«  'lermon ,  1 2aii  CP 
invent  took  plac  Aug  6, last  sunr  Js  lif  erth/spr  cruc 
Js,.  et,i  ames,Jh  6  Js  transfig  vs  29 
vs  50aMos,Elij  appear 

vs  31=talk  Js  deth,but  disci.    ]  >ep»vs  32 
vs  32b=wak  up  &  0 
vs  nit 

.  voice 
»Bt,   ,  iay  Js  tel  no  tell=but  who  Bliev? 
Jews  try  discredit  Js  Sc  only  handful  folios 
not  til  resur  that  story  cud  B  told  &  Blieved 
folio  descent  from  lit  0  real  signif  Js  revel  as  Me: 
Read  Vs  37=-i-  ictur  this  scene=I et , Jam,  Jn  overwelm  by 
wat  took  plac, want  tel  it, but  G  provid  means  2  get 
2  basics  of  life 
Here  lessn  4  us  2day=lif  has  peaks/valys  ,&  lif  canno 
B  liv  on  Mt,it  dvm  valy  ''her  real  action  is 
(Illus  Crested  Butte,  Colorado  &   Mt  climb) 
Jus  had  Iit=top  exper  congjloked  about, Bhind  at  roots 
But  canno  liv  past  mus  liv  present  &  look  2  futur 

i  mov  4warc.       in2  worl  .-.  it  Bcum=Busnes  As  Us 
4        jum  criticl  thing  Bcuz  cong  can  ".cut,  wrapup 
in  self  A  4;  et  worl  A  thoz  outsid  ch  bldg 
On  vacation  ss         wil  no  elabor  this  time 

1  who  cum  2  Xp  &  had  lif  chang  exper  Born  Agin 
s  had  Spirit    A  ■  t,can  testif; 
per 
i;  ■  last  ■   ,    ,, 

genuine, but  bhey  0  worl  A  needs, probs 

".  all  else  mak  quest  tak  plac 
Js  shar  exhiler  exper  A  then  sho   '  mal 

It         i  A  lift  up, but  even  grter  4  one  who  cal 
self  Apian  2  stoop  2  needs  of  humanity 
Bcum  not  work  4  work  sake, but  work  Bcuz  Js  is  javio 
work  Bcuz  luv  4  Him 
Clllus       bell    children) 
This  wat  all  about  A  no  easy  2B  fac  with  worl  aroun 
us  S  no  B  conform  2  it 

mean  act  as  Xp  set  3§  us  with  His  lif 
.us  famous  organist  A  boy  pumper ,&  we) 
I  :;  wat  need  cong  here, not  me  or  anyl  U.but  WE,A11  ui 
it  us  writ  histry  4nex  geners,&  We  with  kp, canno  do 
without   I  :  D  wil  shar  Busnes  Usual  in  valy  .'alk/Bru 
Grt  2  Ik  But  Rts  8„422.68-38  but  lif  liv  vallys 


j.siness  As  Usual" 
Text:  Luke  9:37 
Scripture:  Luke  9:28-42 

,e  read  as  our  scripture  for  this  morning  a  very  beautiful  and  moving  account 
of  how  God  revealed  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  all  of  Israel  was  searching  for.  But 
I  do  not  intend  to  K±afeH2ai&SH  elaborate  on  this  aspect  of  the  story.   Instead, 
I  want  to  direct  our  thinking  to  the  307  of  the  event  and  the  events  immediately 
following  it. 

This  particular  incident  is  found  also  in  the  17th  chapter  of  Matthew,  and  the 
9th  chapter  of   r  .   iach  of  the  Gospel  writers  tells  the  same  incident,  but 
adds  some  other  details  or  omits  others  one  of  the  other  writers  has  covered. 
There  are  no  discrepancies  in  the  stor;      ;ne  scholars  like  ;         it,  it 

'erent  reporters  c  .  .  ,  5  it 

exac:"  .  bhe  account  found  in  Luke  because  it  illustrates 

better,  what  I  am  striving  to  point  out  this  morning. 

see  in  this  incident  that  Jesus  went  into  a  mountain  to  pray*   Ehis  mountain 
is  believed  to  be  lit.  Hermon  which  is  12  miles  from  Caesaria  Philippi. 
date  on  which  this  particular  event  is  to  have  taken        raa  August  6,  and 
this  would  have  been  the  last  August  of  the  earthly  life  of  Jesus.   The  follow- 
ing spring  He  was  crucified. 

The  incident  shows  us  Jesus,  3 eter,  James  and  John  a±s?t  on  the  mountain  and 
while  they  were  there  Jesus  was  transfigured,  or  changed  before  their  very 
eyes.   .e  read,  (vs  29),  that  Mis  looks  were  changed  and  His  clothing  became 
white  and  shining.  He  assumed  the  look  of  what  must  have  amounted  to  a  spiritual 
body,  much  like  He  had  following  His  resurrection.   But  there  also  appeared  to 
them  Moses  and  Llijah,  two  men  who  were  long  since  dead.    eter  and  the  ot 

jotten  sleepy  or  were  caused  to  sleep  by  rod  during  a  part 
of  the  conversation  Jesus  had  with  Moses  and  Elijah,  but  in  any  event,  they 
_„re  moved  by  what  they  saw.  Peter,  the  impetuous  person  that  he  was,  sug- 
gested that  they  commemorate  this  event  by  erecting  three  booths  there.  But 

while  he  was  still  sneaking  a  voice  came  out  of  the   clouds  signifying  that  this 
was  Goo's  jont 
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Luke  tells  us  that  I eter  and  the  others  did  aottell  anyone  of  what  they  had 

en  and  heard..   fy,e  others  tell  us  that  Jesus  admonished  them  to  remain  silent 
about  what  had  taken  place.  But  in  any  event  we  must  realize  that  though  they 
were  filled  with  the  complete  ,joy  of  this  occasion,  who  would  have  really  be- 
lieve them  at  this  point?  Jesus  was  being  discredited  by  all  religious  author- 
ities and  only  a  small  handful  were  willing  to  give  any  credence  to  His  being 
the  Messiah. 

It  wasn't  until  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  that  all  of  this  made  sense  to  the 
three  disciples  who  had  been  involved  in  this  incident.   But  when  we  follow 
their  decant  from  the  mount  we  see  that  immediately  Jesus  is  met  by  the  needs 
of  someone,   fhe  37th  verse  tells  is,  (read  this).   '.;e  can  be  very  certain  that 
Peter,  James,  and  John  were  completely  overwhelmed  by  all  that  had  taken  place, 

.  icutre  in  your  mind  what  this  would  have  meant  to  you.   We  would  have  been 

the  desire 
bursting  with  xan£xnf$  to  relate  it  to  the  first  person  we  could  corner. 

.t  as  is  so  often  the  case,  the  wisdom  of  Cod  brought  a  situation  into  play 
which  took  their  minds  off  what  had  t      ".ace  to  the      late  problems  at 
hand.  And  here  is  the  lesson  for  us  in  our  day  and  age,  as  well. 
Life  has  its  peaks  and  valleys  and  we  all  experience  both  of  them.   But  we  can- 
not live  atop  the  mountain  for  long  extended  periods  of  time.   It  is  down  in 
the  valley  where  the  real  action  is.   I  can  recall  several  years  ago  when  we 
were  on  vacation  in  Crested  Butte,  Colorado.   The  mountain  for  which  the  town  is 
named,  Crested  Butte,  was  in  the  background  of  the  parsonage  in  whcih  we  stayed. 
At  one  level  of  the  mountain  was  a  field  of  snow  and  so  one  day  the  boys  and  I 
decided  to  climb  to  that  spot.    ften  when  ';  Lmbing  B 

.;  of  sea"  L    i  ■   with  ropes  and  all  sorts  of  equipment.   But  the  climbing  we 
did,  amounted  to  climbing  a  very  steep  grade  to  the  snow  field  which  was  just 
below  the  kh  rocky  summit  which  would  have  involved  climbing  gear  had  we  de- 
..  xded  to  go  the  rest  of  the  way.   At  that  particular  spot  of  Colorado  the 
area  is  approximately  10  to  12,ooo  feet  above  sea  level,   talking,  cli     ,  and 
any  other  sort  of  activ'  a  shor  .  , 
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noticed  that  we  began  "br  athing  very  heavily,  and  we  had  to  stop  more  and  more 
frequently  to  get  our  breath.   i?he  scenery  was  absolutely  beautiful.   We  saw  all 
sorts  of  wild  flowers  you  do  not  see  growing  at  lower  elevations.   .hen  we  reached 
the  snow  field,  (completely  tised  and  out  of  breath),  it  was  an  unbelievable 
sight.  The  air  was  so  fresh  and  clean,  (when  we  finally  began  to  breathe  norm- 
ally again),  and  the  view  was  unbelievable.   But  there  was  one  thing  missing.   We 
were  the  only  one's  around.   There  were  no  houses,  or  stores,  or  means  of  talcing 
care  of  any  immediate  needs  we  night  have  xa  had.   It  meant  that  we  could  not 
survive  there  for  very  long,   tfe  had  to  return  to  the  valley  from  whence  we  came. 
This  is  the  lesson  Peter,  James,  and  John  learned  very  quickly,  and  this  is  the 
lesson        to  learn. 

just       reat       intop  e:      ce  in  our  co 

looked  backwar  ,  u?  roots.   But  we  must;  know 

that  we  cannot  stay  in  the  past,  we  must  come  down  to  where  life  is  being  lived 
a-   th  t  :'-  ^esent.   !e  cannot  accomplish  an       if  we  decide  to  try 

.y  in  our  yesteryears.   ,'e  must  ^°ve  forward  and  out  into  the  world.   It  must 
become  for  us,  just  as  it  became  for  Jesus,  and     lisciples,  "Business  As 
Usual." 

or  the  Christian  this  becomes  a  very  critical  thing  because  a  congregation  can 
get  so  wrapped  up  in  themselves  that  they  forget  about  the  world  and  those  out- 
side of  that  Church  building,  ffiy  family  and  I  were  in  a  congregation  such  as 
this  while  on  vacation.   I  won't  elaborate  on  it  now,  but  if  you  want  to  know 
about  it,  I  will  share  it  with  you  at  another  time. 

Anyone  who  has  come  to  Christ  and  has  had  that  life  changing  experience  of  being 

had  that 
born  again,  har  ksxx  spiritual  rebirth,  can  testify  that  it  is  an  exhilerating 

and  very  wonder  experience.   Ihat  sxhi  '.      it  for  a  few 

E    ■  weeks,  or  longer.   But  eventually  there  comes  a  time  when  that  per- 
s  3   meets  the  realities  of  life  and  it  then  that  most  people  begin  to  question 
whether  they  ever  had  that  experience  or  not.   The  experience  in  most  cases  haj 
been  genuine,  but  they  have  been  confronted  by  the  world  and  so  they  see  all 
sorts  of  things  that  make  them  question  the  legitimacy  of  that  new  birth* 
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Just  as  Jesus  was  able  to  share  that  exhilerating  moment  with  His  followers  and 
come  down  to  "Business  As  Usual,"  so  must  we  understand  this  is  our  lot  in 
life  as  well.   It  is  great  to  be  "High  and  lifted  up,"  but  it  is  even  greater  for 
the  one  who  calls  himself  a  Christian  to  stoop  to  the  needs  of  humanity  around  him, 
It  become^  a  life  of  service  to  others,  not  because  of  works  for  works  sake,  But 
a  life  of  works  because  Jesus  is  our  Saviour  and  we  serve  because  of  our  love  for 
Him. 

(Illustration  of  iaul  Campbell  and  his  children) 

This  is  what  it  is  all  about.   It  isn't  an  easy  thing  to  face  the  business  world 
and  not  be  conformed  by  it.   It  means  being  what  Christ  wants  us  to  be,  and  it 
means  acting  in  the  manner  He  has  set  for  us  xs  with  His  life. 
(Illustration  of  famous  organist  and  little  boy  pumping,  and  "  ;e.") 
Ibis  Is  what  we  need  to  do  in  the  life  of  our  congregation  here.  It  isn't  me,  or 
just  any  one  of  you.   It  is  ,r/e",Kks  all  of  us  together  who  are  going  to  con- 
t:   te  to  write  the  history  for  the  next  generations.   3ut  it  also  must  be 
along  with  our  Lord  Jesus,  for  we  cannot  do  it  without  Him. 

:  about  you?  --re  you  willing  to  share  the  resonsibility  of  "Business  As  Usual" 
in  the  valley  of  Walker  and  Brugh?   In  the  valley  of  Route  3,  and  4-22,  and  58, 
and  58?   It's  great  to  stop  outside  of  town  and  loo      ■'tier  from  the  mountain 
tops  around  us.   But  it  takes  time,  and  effort,  and  love  to  be  about  the  business 
of  our  Lord  here  at  the  bottom. 


ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHHIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Seventeenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost    Sept.  10,  1978 
The  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Tom  Hollefreund,  Robin  Knauer  -  Acolytes 


Boeilmann 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
The  Prelude     "Suite  Gothique" 
•Hymn  No.  182    "Fairest  Lord  Jesusl" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  we  thank  you  for 
the  health  and  strength  you  give  us  to  earn  our  keep. 
Give  us  not  only  thankful  hearts,  but  a  new  desire  to  do 
all  labor  well.  Forgive  us  for  any  strife  or  discord 
we  may  create  in  our  work.   Free  us  from  causing  problems 
with  our  fellow  workers.  Let  us  love  instead  of  hate, 
and  cleanse  us  once  again*  This  we  ask  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  our  Lord,   Amen." 
♦Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   Mo*  551 
Scripture:       i  John  1:  1^1 

Hymn  No,   274   "Jesus,  the  very  thought  of  Thee" 
•Affirmation  of  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Offering 

Offertory     "Prayer"  MOrris 

Baptism  of  Infant  -  Kevin  Alan  Sybert  -  Son  of 
Mr.  i  Mrs.  Robert  Sybert  -  born  July  14,  1978 
Solo:     "In  the  Image  of  God"   Peters 
Sung  by  Karen  Maloney 


I 


Sermon:        "Family  Proverbs: 

1.  What's  The  Good  Word?" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  221  "My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee" 

Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

Postlude:    "Rejoice!"  Morris 

'Congregation  Standing  

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  e,   Mrs.  Paul  Campbell  in  loving  memory  of  Joan's 
"Parents"  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  P.  Christy 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  "Wally  Feder,  JOhn  Snow, 

Steve  Varga  and  Gottlob  Kradel . 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Virginia  Mangel. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Harry  Fry  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Lillian  Kradel,  Howard  Jaillet; 
_  Art  Covert  and  Louis  Zubik  -  V.A.  Hospital 
Dick  Mangel  and  Steve  Vargo  will  be  visiting  the 

, Hospital  this  week. 

Wed.  -  E:30  -  Junior  Choir  -  Karen  Maloney  -  Director 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  Adult  Choir  -  Mrs.  Kay  Morris  -  Director. 
CONGREGATIONAL  DINNER  -  5:30  P.M.  -  Sept.  24  -  make 

plans  now  to  attend. 
Tonight  -  7:00  to  9:00  P.M.  -  Teacher's  Training. 
Don't  forget  to  let  Lois  Wogan  or  Ann  Williams  know 

if  you  have  vegetables  for  the  Soup  and  Salad  Days. 

A  lot  of  vegetables  will  be  needed.   Soup  and  Salad 

Day  will  be  coming  up  Tuesday  October  10th.   See 

notice  in  the  Newsletter. 
Our  Church  is  scheduled  to  escort  wheel  chair  patients 

to  and  from  services  at  V.  A.  during  Oct.  Eight 
persons  are  need  each  Sunday  -  Crntact  Bill  Pflugh 
if  you  can  possibly  help  with  this  project. 
If  you  did  not  receive  your  Historical  booklet  (1  per 

family)  you  can  pick  it  up  In  the  office  today. 

Additional  ones  are  available  at  a  cost  of  .75  each. 

There  still  are  a  few  plate3  available  at  S3. 50  each 

come  to  the  office  if  you  would  like  to  have  one. 
¥WCA  -  exciting  new  program  for  women  -  offered  this 

Fall.  The  schedule  is  posted  in  the  Narthex  for  the 

topics  of  the  program, 
'  There  still  are  some  Daily  Bread  booklets  available. 
B03.  in  Narthex  for  suggestions  to  put  in  Corner  Stone. 
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"Family  I-roverbsi 
"What's  The   L-ood   ./ord?" 

xsx±x;:.t:  :iratoix±r 

and  jcripture:  1  John  1:1-4- 

I  believe  that  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  all  of  us  have  known,  or  know  the 
life  that  is  to  be  lived  and  ennoyed  as  a  member  of  a  family  unit,  or  household. 

■      '■  little  fa'        ich  are  peculiar 

or  pertinent  to  that  particular  family.   An  example  would  be  certain  little 
sayings  which  have  been  shared  perhaps  by  several  generations  within  our  own 
individual  families.  Children  within  the  family  become  accustomed  to  these 
sayings  very  early  in  life  and  quite  often  become  so  conditioned  to  them,  they 

;nore  then  as  early  in  life  aa  possible,   I  am  thinking  for  e:      of 
how  \  ,  "Don't  for- 

get to  wear  your  boots,"  or,  "You  better  take  an  umbrella,  it  looks  like  rain," 
or  other  WKtfcdt  beloved  phrases  children  want  to  hear  repeated.  But  there  are 
othT  phrases  we  may  incorporate  into  our  home  and  family  life.   rhen  I  had  a 
business  quite  frequently  when  I  came  home  in  the  evening  some  contractor  may 
have  called  and  I  was  greeted  with  this  so  often,  I  got  into  the  habit  of  asking 
immdeiaTely  upon  my  arrival,  "Yea,  and  what  did  I       V"    ell  times  have  changed 
and  just  as  a  joke  I  will  inquire  when  I  arrive  hone,  "Yea,  and  what  did  he  want?," 
rnd  Shirley  will  answer,  "She  wants  you  to  marry  her."   To  which  I  normally  reply, 

irley,  I'  i  married  to  you."   ut  ;hat  I  am  ge  ting  at  is  this,  we  use  pet 
phsases  in  our  families  and  I  would  like  to  make  a  comparison  to  this  in  a  eries 

::rnons  on  the  1  up  to  Christ  e  . 

,  '    ■'  -"-   -  'ov  irbs,    Lng  some  pet  ad  I 

still  use  in  our  homes,  bi     ich  can  also  be  applied  to  the  Spiritual  Family 
you  and  I  are  a  part  of. 

,    '  e  frequently  i         set  another  family  member  by  say    Lng,  '   at's 
r,Q-  "f     Or  we  nay  inquire,  "What's  The  Goo:  Ls  is  the  first  "Family  Pro- 

verb" I  would  like  for  us  to  share  together  today.  .  "ore  we  begin  I  would 
like  to  ask  that  we  pray  together  and  seek  God's  guidance  throughout  these  com- 
ing weeks  together.   (l-rayer). 


£2- 

Let  us  turn  now  in  our  Bibles  to  the  book  of  1st  John,  the  1st  chapter. 

.postle  John  at  the  very  first  verse  focuses  our  attention  on  Jesus  Christ. 
He  doesn't  go  into  a  long  salutation  or  greeting.   It  is  straight  from  the 
shoulder  the  sharing  of  whom  he  is  talking  about.  He  is  addressing  himself  first 

- .11  to  those  who  are  within  the  family  of  God.   It  is  not  to  unbelievers  he 
is  speaking,  or  to  p<     he  is  striving      vert.    -,  it  i   to  those  who 
have  i ■    ■  if  God. 

ist  understar         n  was  writing  this  3pistle  from  skKsus  Hphesus  around 
s&bdra  35  A.D.,  hxx  i:any  of  the  Christians  within  the  Christian  Church  were  now 
second  or  in  some  instances  third  generation  Christians.   The  problems  to  which 
John  addresses  himself  were  not  Hakatxiiajx.H£xkkHx^kjBggiiy  problems  of  persecution 
of  the  Church,  but  were  problems  within  the  very  structure  of  the  Church. 
Different  forms  of  thinking  and  belief  were  coming  forth  and  leading  the  people 
astray.   It  was  an  educated  seduction  which  was  taking  the  people  from  their 

jt  love.   Phe  joy,  and  the  glow  which  accompanied  their  conversions  had  now 
groxm  dim  and  they  were  being  led  astray  by  sjrrange  and  new  doctrines, 
chief  among  these  doctrines  was  that  Gnosticism,  from  which  we  get  our  Agnostic 
today,  which  means  someone  who  is  an  atheist.   The  word  Gnosis  in  Greek  means 
"Knowledge"  or  to  "Know"  and  this  is  also  where  our      sh  word  know  comes  from. 
Gnostics  believed  that  the  flesh  and  the  S]  irit  were  completely  separate.  The 
flesh  was  evil  and  therefore  it  ehh±i£xhh±  was  completely  a  art  from  the  spirit. 
Therefore,  a  person  could  be  as  filthy  and  immoral  as  he  wished  because  it  didn't 
hurt  his  spirit  or  soul,  and  sfeEXKHxfesxteKxfeHi?:  the  ultimate  purpose  of  life  was 
to  go  through  certain  rituals  whieh  would  assure  that  upon  death  the  soul  would 
be  made  free.   In  fact,  the  ultimate  goal  was  to  throw  off  this  body,  arret  ;±edc±±h: 
This  meant  to  die  aa  soon  as  possible.   Tv,is  brought  on  many  suicides  to  escape 
the  ta&  physical  body. 

..._  .erefore,  John  had  to  strive  to  prove  to  the  Christians  that  Sax  God  did  some- 
thing special  through  Jesus  Christ.  First  John  appeals  to  their  sense  of  what 
they  could  know  and  understand.   This  involved  their  senses.   He  told  them  first 
of  all  "That,  which  we  heard."   Phis  meant  that  the  speaking  voice  of  Jesus  was 
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heard.  If  they  doubted  that  maybe  John  was  a  little  deaf  and  didn't  hear  too 
\   .1,  John  adds,  "Which  we  have  seen  with  our  eyes."   rfith  this  he  makes  it 
quite  cle  •  with   e  mind's  eye,  but  the  physical 

eye,  "Which  we  have  looked  upon."  This  meant  not  only  seeing  Jesus  once  or 
twice  but  being  in  close  physical  contact  with  Him  and  observing  Him  in  all 
manner  of  situations,  he  then  adds,  "And  our  hands  have  handled,"  meaning  that 
he  had  had  actually  touched  Him.   Be  was  probably  this        Aomas  and  how 
told  him  to  handle  me  anc1  Gee."   But  he  also  Must  have  been  thi 

i  3  ly  lea-  ist  and  was  very  intimate> 

ly  close  to  him. 

a  closes  this  first  verse  by  calling  Jesus  the  " H  rd  of  life, "and  then  he 
goes  into  detail  to  make  them  understand  just  what  he  is  leadingup  to,   "For 
the  life  was  raainf ested,"  meaning  it  was  revealed,  or  shown  to  those  who  were 
his  followers.   "And  we  have  seen  it,"  again  making  use  of  the  sense  of  sight  to 

art  this  to  them,  "And  bear  witness,  and  shew  unto  you  that  eternal  life." 
Here  John  begins  to  give  to  then  just  what  this  Hord  was*   First,  it  was  eternal 
life,  and  to  those  who  were  seeking  the  soul's  escape  from  the  body,  this  gave 
to  them  an  evidence  that  there  was  indeed  a  life  beyond  this  one,      it  also 
got  their  attention  if  they  did  not  listen  to  the  first  part.   3ut  John  wants 
to  show  not  only  the  physical  side  of  Jesus  but  the  Spiritual  side  as  weal. 
The  Gnostics  ?er  f>   intom  who 

Lfe,     never  felt  •  b  was  like  a 

t   '        1  body.   Dherefore  John  sought  to  show  the  physical  and  now  he  is 
going  into  detail  of       .'  . 

A,  from  "Eternal  life,"  tones  and  then  vs  3).  Aome  seven  centuries 
before  the  appearance  of  Jesus  the  prophet  Micah  said,  (read  llicah  5:2).  He 
was  speaking  of  Jesus  whose  being  was  without  a  beginning.  John  wrote  in  his 
dispel,  (read  John  1:1,2).  In  the  8th  chapter  of  Proverbs  we  read  of  the  fore- 
shadowing of  Christ,  (read  vss  22-30).  When  the  world  was  created  Jesus  was 
with  God.  He  is  the  Hjrernal  Son,  of  the  Sternal  Father.  John  In  his  Gospel 
in  the  1st  chapter  the  18th  vs  says  that" Jesus  was  in  the  bosom  of  the  father. " 
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was  with  God  at  the  beginning,   Jesus  Himself  declared  that  David  had  called 
in  Lord,  and"before  Ybraham  was,  I  am." 
It  is  at  this  point  then  that  those  who  have  read  or  seen,  or  heard  So  3pe] 

can  under      what  iote  in  chapter  1,  vs  14,  (re    -  '  ... 

'b  5he  Good        It  is  Jesus  Christ  in  the  flesh  come  to  earth  to  redeem 
mankind.   It  is  Jesus  Christ,  the  eternal  Son  of  the  Sternal  Father.  It  is 
Jesus  Christ,  God  in  the  flesh,  the  Incarnation,  or  Immanuel,  uod  with.  us. 
So  now  we  come  to  what  all  of  this  means  to  the  believer.  John  says,  vs  Jb, 
(read),  and  this  gives  us  fellowhip  with  God  the  Father  and  with  the  ion  Jesus 
Christ,  and  this  is  made  possible  by  the  Holy  Spirit  who  taught  John  and  the 
apostles  and  will  also  teach  us  if  we  let  Him.   We  enjoy  a  fellowship  with  God 
i  not  completely  possible  before  the  coming  into  the  world  of  Jesus 
t.  fhe  greek  word  for  feller-      .  ;eans  a  relationship  between  individuals 
and  a  mutual  particpation  in  that  interest. 

hn  closes  this  short  portion  of  scripture  with  the  words,  "  And  these  things 
write  we  unto  you,  that  your  joy  may  be  full."   Lais  is  what  Bhould  come  forth 
when  we  understand  that  those  who  have  come  to  the  Lord  are  member? of  the 
Family  of  God.   Jhe   urpose  of  John  writing  to  the  early  Christians  and  to  us, 
was  to  make  our  lives  become  a  .joy.  And  whether  you  believe  this  or  not  this 
is  what  it  should  be. 
But  I  need  to  ask  you  if  you  have  this  joy  in  your  heart  and  life?   Ig  you 

it  answer  in  the  negative,  then  I  would  have  to  say  that  perhaps  you  do  not 
completely  understand  that  which  we  are  talking  about.   Do  you  have  fellowship 
with  the  Father  and  the  ion?  Co  you  know  for  certain  that  you  have  eternal  life 

.  you  can  be  living  that  very  life  right  now? 
Hear  the  end  of  this  letter  John  tells  us,  and  we  will  be  looking  at  It  fur- 
ther, (Head  John  5:12,13).  If  you  don't  know  this  I  would  be  most  happy  to 

isre  it  with  you.   If  you  have  some  doubts  about  any  of  It,  please  share  it 
with  me  and  we  will  strive  to  give  you  the  assurance  you  need  to  have.  Hlease 
do  not  feel  embarrassed  about  this.   Many  people  get  all  uptight  about  it  and 
often  because  they  have  been  in  the  church  for  years  and  never  were  aware  of 
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tlais.  But  it  i:  si  [pie  and  basic,  and  can  and  will  bring  you  peace  and  comfort 

1  joy  into  your  life.  But  especially  it  establishes  a  relationship  with  God 
made  possible  .    i  -he   joy      iuld  all  have, 

and  :fch±x  your  joy  can  and  should  be  full. 


ST.  PAUL'  S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Eighteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost    September  17,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Robin  Knauer,  and  Sharon  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 

Prelude  "Prelude  and  Fugue  in  F  Major"     J.  S,  Bach 
•Processional  Hymn  No,  4  "Come,  Thou  Almighty  King" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 
♦Prayer  of  Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

who  didst  give  Thy  life  for  us  that  we  might  receive 

pardon  and  peace,  mercifully  cleanse  us  from  all  sin, 

and  evermore  keep  us  in  Thy  favor  and  love,  who  livest 

and  reignest  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 

ever  one  God,  world  without  end.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology 

Who's  Who  In  the  Pew 

Announcements 

Concerns,  Joys,  and  Prayer  Requests 

Prayer  Meditation  -  Solo   "He's  Everything  to  He"  Carmichael 


Call  to  Prayer 

People: 

Past  a 


Sung  by  Nancy  Link 

Lord  be  with  you. 
with  thy  spirit. 


tor:   Let  us  Fray' 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Rcapcnse     ' 

Offering 

Offertory    "Our  Father  Mho  Art  in  Heaven"   aach 

Anthem:    "Give  Me  A  Faith"    Bitgood 

Sung  by  Cyndie  and  Rob  Sybert  and  the  Chancel  Choir 

Scripture:         1  John  1:  5-7 

Sermon:       "Family  Proverbs:  2  -  Don't  Step  In  the  Fuddles 

Player  and  Lord's  Prayer 

'   iessioral  Hymn  No,  318  "Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee" 
^Benediction 
•Threefold  Amen 


•Postlude  Morris 

'Congregation  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  given  by 

Mrs.  Grace  Riddle  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  'Robbie  Vinroe,  Steve 
Smith,  Randy  Dellen,  Bob  Dellen  and  Gordon  Kennedy. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Steve  Vargo  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Linda  HcHillin. 
Tonight  -  6-8  -  YOuth  Fellowship  Meeting 
Tonight  -  7-  Teachers  Training 
.^Today  we  would  like  to  congratulate  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Clifford 
Stepp  on  their  43  Wedding  Anniversary. 
Monday  -  6:00  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class  Tureen  Dinner. 
Meat,  Dessert  and  beverage  will  be  furnished.   Bring 
your  own  table  service. 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Golden  Circle  will  meet.  we  will  be 
making  apple  pies  to  be  sold  at  the  Soup  and  Salad 
Bazaar.   Bring  paring  knife  and  any  foil  pie  pans  you 
have. 
Thurs.  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  will  be  going  to  Sara  Snows 
Camp,  They  will  meet  at  the  Church  and  are  to  bring 
hot  dogs  and  buns. 
SOUP  AND  SALAD  -  Tubs.,  Oct.  10,  Tickets  are  now  on 
sale  and  the  price  will  remain  the  same  as  last  year, 
SI. 75.  There  will  be  no  soup  sold  by  the  quart  this 
year  until  after  all  dinrrers  are  served. 
^Next  Sunday  -  5:30  -  Our  Congregational  Dinner  in  the 
Underrioft.   Bring  enough  tureens  to  sufficiently 
serve  your  family. 
The  Kindergarten  department  of  the  Church  School  is 
in  need  of  a  Lite-Bright  Set.   If  your  children  have 
outgrown  theirs  -  please  leave  the  office  or  Pam  Tait 
know  before  they  have  to  purchase  one. 
^Hospitalized  -  Louis  lubik  and  Art  Covert  -  V.A.  Hosp. 
Lewis  Kradel,  and  Lillian  Kradel.  Howard  Jaillet  - 
B,  C.  M.  H. 
^ Youth  Choir  is  starting  -  registration  forms  were 
"   passed  thru  the  Sunday  School  today.  Please  get 

them  back  to  the  office  or  Karen  Maloney  as  soon  as 
possible. 
^Wed.  -  7:00  -  Adult  Choir  (Chaneel  Choir) 

I 


£gHBfc?i:3Bfeai?i£?ep  =ri  The  PuddlesI" 

(re    ■•ll  Llo  idlesfDad  2     .  so  did  aost  men 

.   Prov   '!~)on't    >tep  In     '  iddles") 

from  us  c  :  ' 

... 

thru  accpt  X  , important 

-  >-^ced  4vss  Jn  tel  of  Js  Xp 

vs  5=pt  2prevous  thot  &  sho  G  is  Lite  &  no  di 
agin  pagan  philo.'3=Zoroa3trianism=G  lite/dark  fits 
Tb.er4  Jn  pt  our  ±s   G  Js  rep  in  flesh, k  G  Js  cal  P, 
was  G  of  Lite ,8s  no  dark  with  -Iin=all  Good, no  evil 
This  measag  Js  giv  2  on  '.  thoz  walk, tall;  with  Ilin 
it  not  invent  by  ther  t" 'ink, out  giv  by  G  thru  revel 
not  by  rationistic?  reason  man, but  G  Word 
Gospel  Jn  1:4-5=comp  of  Lite/Dark 
(Illus  amateur  paintr  8c  hous,yello  lite  etc) 
Gud  examp  G  bring  lit  dark  worl  B4  Js  came 
Jn  pt  out  serious       we  need  2  pondr=v 

,a  shar3     scial  way 
v  this  relationship  8s  vs  6b=^pian  out'  of 
character 
od=1  Tb.es  5:5;  Spa  5:8;2  Cor  6:14 

■  k:  in  Gr=go  about, refer  2  conduct, thots, deeds  ,wor 

'  liv  mua  B  consist  with  that  Lite  2  hav  felship 

all;  outsid  mean  sturabl   Satn's   darknfl  i,        ral       liir. 

Livs  R2B  examp  shar  relatship  Gffelow  Blievrsf&  this 

,cua  clens  powr  blud  J 
Let  us  look  closely:  vs  ?a=3on       idles,kee 

thoz  thing  soil;  obstacles  this  life 

vs  7b=G  Si  mean  R2  walk  direc  G  set  4th  4us,k  no  mean 
4us  2do  own  thing; mean  2do  G  thing"  'alk  set  4th  .or 
lac        if  do  vs7c-mutual  relship  S,J  i  ■  man 

But  relship  Js  Lp  sumthi     ;ial  4us=vs  7d 
Gum  2Js  8s  sin  4giv, past, present, futur  8:  we  now  Dart 
Pain  of  G  8j  1  of  His  children 
no  mean  perf  k  sinles.it  uean  sin':-  ;iv  blud  Xp 
it  mean  if  ain»(8ido  daily) ask  ':■  :iv  6e  claim  it 

I  ,   :..         ;  4giv 
:  " 

instedistriv  2  avoid  thoz  sins  which  sevr  relship  Js 

I  no  step  pudles  Bcuz  hurt  testimony  I  Blong  2Him 
many  Xpian  Ch  play  this  game  "'-.  many  in  ch  ea  Sunday 
caus  thoz  outsid  no  cum  join  Bcuz  2many  hypocrites 
e  all  hypocrites  1way  nother,but  2B  Xpian  hypocri 
avoid  lik  yla  ,ue 
(±i,__as  soap  mfg  8b  minister) 

This  wat  need  kno,underst  &  this  Jn  impar  2Fam  G 
If  profes  Js  Xp  shuc  apply  Xpianty  21ivs;ne^d  act, 

,     lif      worljneed  separ  from  garbag, filth 
worl  8:  let  peop  kno  we  walk  in  Lite(para  vs  7) 


roverbs :  2  -  lon't  itep  In  The  Puddles  I" 

Test  &  Jcripture :  1  John  1 ; 5-7 

n  reea".  a  small  b<  school  bus  lo   i      ard  the 

hVase  and  when  he         rasn't  being  watched  stepping  in  the  puddles  which 
formed  there  when  it  rained.   Cr  in  the  winter  how  he  would  step  on  the  ice  to 
see  if  it  was  solid  or  not.   I  can  also  recall  how  his  f       Ld  the  same 
when  he  was  a  b  y.  Perhaps  so      rou  men  here  can  recall  bach  to  your  boyhood 
hew  much  fun  it  was  to  step  into  the  fuddles  being  formed  by  the  melting  snow, 
just  to  see  if  it  was  over  the  top  of  the  boots. 
..■'ell  needless  to  say,  most  boys  have  done  this  probably  since  afaffli  the  beginning 

of  creation.   Thus  the  "Family  -roverb:  Don't  Step  In  The   Lddles!"   But 

'"  ■-•  Wi        i  us  and  I  would  like  to  point 

this  out  as  we  look  at  this  particular  portion  of  Scripture. 

must  continue  to  remember  throughout  this  entire  series  on  1st  John,  that  ks 
in  is  spe  ambers  of  ;      Lly  of  rod.   is  message  is 

for  those  who  are  within  in  the  family  and  nc       ut.  Lp  in  that 

lily  cones         ;        tance  of  Christ.    -  need  to  remember      for  it 

In  ;'  .   '.to   verse  5 

to  the  previot        :      hit  out  that  the  mess:        hylHlalt 

HEasiiHgrdEEKHK  and  heard  "Of  Him,"  meaning  Jesus,  and  declared  by  John  to  those 
who  are  in  the  family  is  that  "God  is     ,,  and  in  Him  is  no  darkness  at  all." 

need  to  understand  once  again  that  John  is  S]       to  the  leal 

ideas  which  have  interevened  into  the  Ohristi     urch  of  that  day.   The  ancient 
persian  religion  called  Zoroastrianism  was  one  of  the  prevalent  one        intro- 
duced an  idea  of  a  constant  struggle  between  two  gods.  the  god 

.he  god  of  LJ  . 

ess  \  •  '  "   ,  ■  ;   out  that  the 

i  the  flesh,  and  the  God  which  Jesus  called  'ether, 
was  iM  and" in  Him  is  no     ness  at  all."   Thus  God  is  good 

there  is  no  evil  connected  with  Him  in  any  way.   This  is  the  message  which  Jesus 
b~d  given  directly  to  John  who  had  walked  an      sd  with  Him.  It 

wasn't  something  they  had  read  about  or  invented  in  their  thinking.   It  was  a 

direct  revelation  by  the  one  ealle       on  of  God  Himself.   Jhis  is  given  to  us 
through  revelation  and  not  by  the  rationalistic  thinking  of  man.   This  message 


-2- 
can  be  discovered  by  anyone  who  is  willing  to  search  God's  '/ord  and  have  it  re- 
v   .ed  there. 

John  writing  in  "lis  Gosepl  tells  of  Jesus  being  the "Light  of  men,"  (xxc"hap.  1:4,5 
read).   Lere  again  is  the  comaprison  between  Light  and  Darkness. 
(Illustration  of  amateur  painter,  house  in  grove  at  twilight,  and  yellow      :)■ 
3  is  an  illustr       "'     bringi 
oxe  oesns  came  inteitxi. 
But  John  once  again  after  sharing  the  wonderful  news  of  the  love  and  mercy  of 
God,  brings  those  in  the  family  back  to  the  realities  of  this  life  by  pointing 
out  a  serious  point  we  all  need  to  ponder.   "If  we  say  we  have  fellowship  with 

t,"  and  here  again  fellowship  means  a  relationship,  a  sharing  in  a  special 
togetherness.   If  we  say  we  have  this  mutual  sharing  with  God  through  Christ, 
I  walk  in  darkness,  we  lie,  and  do  not  the  truth." 
K3t3i3c!3ras;c3aiia^xfeH:cKsa?risry::EHI1  ''hat  John  was  saying  here  was  that  if  this  is  so, 

are  witnessing  a  Christian  out  of  character.   :  aul  wrote  several 
a  out  this  as  well.   He  said,  to  the  Thessalonians,  Hhess  5:5;  and  to  the 
abaians,  5:8;  and  to  the  Corinthians,  2  Cor.  6:14.      Lng  iaxifta  as  us 
"ord,  means  to  "  to  conduct;  t  i         , 

I.:.   /he  way    "  ■=       be  consistent  with  that  Light. 
"Fellowship"  once  again  from  the  Greek  means  a  mutual  relationship,   fhus  to 
walk  aairi^3XKx£Ki±SHXH±Exw±fcs  in  the  light  means  to  have  Fellowship  with  God. 

mtside  of  it  means  that  we  are  stumbling  in  Satan's  darkness,  and  walk- 
ing in  his  fellowship. 

ir  lives  are  to  be  an  exa  ■'     Vaare  the  relatio       '     !,  with 

fellow  believers,  and  this  fellowship  Is  possible  and  known  because  of  the 
cleansing  power  of  the  blood  of  Ohri  t. 

■  30  we  understand  clearly  what  is  being  said. 
Crohn  says,  "If  we  walk  in  the  Light,"  in  other  words,  "Don't  tep  In  The  .uddles, 

from  the  t        Lch  will  soil  you.    all  around  the  obstacles  of 
this  life. 


-3- 

we  walk  in  the  Light,  As  lie,"  meaning  od,  "Is  in  the  Light,"  and  t       ns 

ire  to  walk  In  the  direction  which  G-od  has  set  forth  for  us.  It  doesn't  mean 
for  us  to  feel  free  to  do  our  own  thing.  It  means  for  us  to  do  (rod's  thing,  and 
that  is  to  "    net  forth  in  His   ord. 

',  i  is  conditio"  3     .n,  ;his,  !I  e  have  fellowship  with  one 

another."   In  other  words  we  have  a  mutual  relationship  In  which  we  share  the 
thin  '■-  of  God,  and  we  have  a  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.   3ut  the  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ  is  something  special  for  us. 

need  to  know  that  when  we  cone  to  Christ,  we  have  all  of  our  sins,  past,  pre- 
sent and  future  forgiven.        ".-ins  th:  :  .rt  of 
.a::  BV                            >f  His  chile':'1!.. 
I  doesn't  nean  that  we  are  perfect  or  sinless.   It  merely  means  that  those 
ich  we  co  rait  are  forgiven  by  the  blood  of  Christ  because  we  belong  to 
means                      -jin,  an  his  daily, 
'  to  ask  merely  ash  for  forgiveness  and  claim  it  as  heir      Led  away.   But 
'  ;  doesn'            because  1               is  a  sin,  and  Is      iven  that 
nd  do  it       ,                          '.  ,  or  re" 
ius       .   Instead,  I  strive  to  avoid  those  sins  which  I       ill 
relatir                  .1st.  I  "Con't  >tep  In  The     lea,"  be- 
cause I      bhat  it  hurts  my  testimony  that  I  belong  to  -  1  . 
But  you  sec,  there  are  many           ..ristian  Uhurcb  who  play  the  game  with 
Jesus  Christ  and  many  of  them  sit  in  the  pews  on  Sunday  morning.  Those  outside 
the  Church  see  hov;  they  act  on  hmday  and  then  witn:      w  they  act  the  other 
days  of  the  we     id  the  comment  is  made  that  a  certain  person  will  not  join  or 
attend  a  certain  church  because  there  are  too        ocrites  in  the  church. 
is  Is  true.  In  fact,  we  are  all  h:      bs  in  so...e  way  or  another,  for  we 
will  say  one  thing  and  do  another.   But  to  be  a  Christian  hypocrite  is  some- 

"d  be  striving  to  avoid  like  the  plague. 
(Illustration  of  so<        icturer  an" 

"...■■  b  '  ;' 


ire  ~ .  e  of  Je  sus  3hri  '; , 

t(  1  we  3        hristianity  to  our  lives.   .'e  need  to  ac       rently, 

1 .-,  nd  '--"      ■' '   'ferentlj  th.an  the  world, 

cio  outside  of  the  doors  of  this  church  is  just  as  important  hi le 

inside  the  build-in  • 

leed  to  separate  our  live      -  the  filth  and  garbage  of  the  world  and  let 
people  know  that  we  are  willing  in  the  Light,  as  He  is  in  the  Light, 
we  art        f   because  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  c"  all  sin. 

a't  ;to      he  Puddles,"  ±^<a^:thKXKHyxKKXEXHxxKE5ixK±sEHB:  of  life,  is  the  way 
G-od  wants  to  keep  us  clean  from  the  soiling  effect  of  the  world. 


ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 

Nineteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost    September  24,  1978 
The  He  v.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Robin  Knauer  and  Sharon  Pfabe  -  Acoiytes 

-_-_-J^j-£MiU_i4apJ?is<(n--^^lJj^4rgi«±-_-_-^-_-,-_-__ 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:    "Prelude  and  Fugue  in  D  minor"      Bach 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.  43  "When  morning  gilds  the  skies" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Father,  give  us  the  Spirit 
Your  Son  has  promised  us;  to  make  us  honest  people 
again;  to  know  and  face  the  truth;  to  see  ourselves 
and  cease  from  laying  our  defections  at  your  door;  to 
see  your  only  goodness  in  our  desperate  need  of  you. 
Forgive  us  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord*   Amen." 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Praise 

•Pastor:   0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Concerns,  Joys  and  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  188  "Holy  Spirit,  Truth  divine" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory    "I  Call  to  Thee  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  Bach 
Duet:      "Jesus  is  Lord  of  All"  Gaither 

Sung  by  Karen  Kennedy  and  Lloyd  Link 
Scripture:        1  John  1:8-10 

Sermon:      "Family  Proverbs;  3-  Truth  Or  Consequences1' 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
*Ri   psional  Hymn  No.  399  "Once  to  Every  Man  and  Nation" 
■"Benediction 
•Threefold  *«nen 

! 


•Postludes  Morris 

_  "-Congregation  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  given  by 

Mrs.   H.   F.    Sandbach   in  memory  of  her   "Mother" 

Mrs.    E.   H.    Perrin 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Richard  Mangel,    Don 

Kingsley.   Art  Carney  and  GAry  Penar. 
Mr.  S,  Mrs.   Gottlob  Kradel  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will   be  provided  today  by  Mrs.    Diane  Hollefreund 
Bill  Thompson  and   Roy  Andrews  will  be  visiting  the 

hospital  this  week. 
^^Today  after  the  service  we  need  Gome  men  to  help  set 

up  tables  anti  chairs, 
^^lonight  -  5:30  -  Congregational   Dinner.     Please  bring 

table  service  and  enough   tureens   for  your  family. 

Make  plans   to   attend  -  dinner  will  be  prompt. 
There  will  be  a  special,    (short),    council  meeting 
following  the  dinner  tonight. 

The  attendance  an  Sept.    10  was  199;      on  Sept.   17  -  188. 
^yWed.   -  Sept.   27  -  Board  of  Christian  EDucation  meeting 

at   7:00. 
•^Ve  wish   to  congratulate  Mrs.    Sara  Stepp  on  her  Birthday 

this  coming  Wednesday. 
^^Hospitalized:      Arthur  Covert,    Louis  Zubik  -  V.A.   Hosp- 
■Jjj^j.talj     Mr.  £  Mrs,    Lewis  Kradel,  Donald  Zeigler, 
,fVii,~  l-PT""v  Andrews,    Jr.,    Lena  Frederick  -  Bu.tler  Hospital ; 

Edward  Weichey  -  Cleveland  Clinic.  JV  cttl*"*/n  'fvu,r, 
ARC  Class  Outing  -  at  Wogan's  Camp  near  Cook's  Forest 

October  6  -  more  details  later  -  Make  plans. 
Tuesday  -  Oct.    10  -  Soup  and  Salad  Day  -  Tickets  $1.75 

We  need  carrots,   onions  and  cabbage. 
Please  get  registration  forms  for  Youth  Choir  back 

into  the  office  or  to  Karen  Maloney.      Mow  is  the  time 

to  get  started  in  this  Choir. 
■inhere  will  be  no  Teachers'    training  thi3  evening  due 

to  the  Congregational  dinner  this  evening. 
There  are  still  Centennial  plates  in  the  office  -  if 

you  should  want  one  -  cost  $3.50. 
If  you  have  not  picked  up  your  Historical  Booklet  from 

the  Centennial   -  it  can  be  picked  up  in  the  office* 

No  charge   (one  per  family)    for  the   first  one;    after 

that   .75  per  copy. 
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.'am  G  need  B  truthful 
3  of      2day ; 

r'.on) 
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!  cle 

In- 

ritual  '■•  :  '  "  ->ns 

ongo  pre ae nc   Js  Xp  our  livs  7  Jn    say  vs 

^  lences 
■ 

k.3   soap        li©s,a]  to  '  "  :r/bay) 

ev-         if  not  wil  2own        "  :   it  sin 
s  break  felship  with  Gtthen     ufr  consc-    his 
alienation  from  G 

It  cal  G  liar,   acknowl  '■'.:   ord  hav  no  efec  on  us 
(Illus  empty  gas  tan 

'   .  if  .Is  fuel  hav  no  effect  on 
,  ilosr  ever  day 

rhol  letr  Jn  wrot  2  thoz  in  fam  of  God 
2gro  fro      cum  kno  Xp  as  Sav  until      ith  I 
mean  read  ford  &  absorb; mean  atend  servs  23  fed 

Lrit  food  which  shud  B  ther       2shar  thoz  lik 
mind; also  mean  2sho  4th       daily  livs  &  therby 
1  f.tnes  we  im 

srst=»10a  mean  ther  no  need  ': 
G  liar 

.is  '  ; 

'  '  ■ .  G  want  2B: 


IS   -.encea" 
eripture:  1  John  1:  -10 
.tion  little  bo  ,       >  to  heaven;  I      !eo.   ashington) 

i  i  -   k  J  case  in  point  to  show  us  that  there  is  a  distinction 
falsehood.   3ut  God  has  shown  to  us  that  man  is  continually  fighting  this 
battle  and  if  he  Sel  'amily  of  God,  *ul. 

ce  of  our  loo     '         In. 

-res 
"  -  -      a  k  e±±s       '         '-'■■"   ar,        '  of  slf- 

deception. 

(Illustration  of  contractor  and  h:  ."' 

„     need  ti      that  ev  K3fB.xgaggimMl 

MxS^x£dr:mirj-^rn^i^'!r^i±n:;-"i2::if::i:i:-ni  have  1  ^ness  of  all  of  our 

by  the  acceptance  of  Christ,  this  does  not  mean  we  are  perfect,  or  sin  free, 
.e  will  still  commit  sins  today,  and  tomorrow,  and  the  next  day,  and  every  day 
until  God  calls  us  hone.   Therefore,  fled   that  we  are  still  sin- 

..'s,  still  sinful  in  nature,  or  else  we  are  deceiving  ourselves.   But  the  sec- 
ret that  must  be  remembered  because  of  the  joy  which  it  should  bring,  is  that  we 
are  £ov;  forgiven  sinners  because  of  the  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  and  this  is 

t  John  once  again  points  us  to  in  the         :.      verse. 

the  belie- 
is  not  complet  ith.   here  is  still  the  potential  to  fall  back  in- 

to the  hxx  old  habits  and  sins  before  the  new  birth  took  place.    e  need  to  be 
alert  and  concerned  about  our  daily  walk  with  Christ.   It  is  sonethi. 

a  tiger  on  the  head  and  saying,  ""-"ice  kitty."   The  tiger  may  appear  to 
be  perfectly  tame,  but  lur"      ithin  the  physical  makeup  of  th?      fciful  cat 
is  the  old  nature  of  be:'.      filer  and  no  one  can  foretell  when  it  nay  suddenly 

rert  to  that  nature. 
In  verse  9,  John  talks  of  "confessing  our  sins."   '.."e  have  all  heard  the  ma::'  , 
--onfessior.  soul,"  I  an  sure.   I  '        ;  is  ve        and  if 

you  have  aver  applie  life,  yot  can  ree  that  to  confe 

p-ives  one  a  sense  of  relief.   But  we  need  to  understand  that  John  is  not  ju 


rone.   .e  is  ta]        the   iliever,  to  these  who  have  been  born 
L      i   the  family  throu;         to  Christ,   to  understand  this  better  perhaps  we 
should  illustrate  it  by  saying  loo]      fc  it  in  another 

or  us  to  io  c srtain 
things,  or  act  in  a  certain  way.  Do  you  believe  that  the  other  churches  in 

,       '       lot  receive  a  letter  like  this  would  pay  any     iti  >n       t  the 
letter  told  us  to  do?    '.    course  not,  because     !  stter  was  for  us.   jo  as  we 
look  at  this  verse  we  need  to  understand  that  if  this  particular  verse  applied  to 
vere  in  the  family,     to  those  who  were  out  of  it,  it  would  mean  that 
there  would  be  no  reason  to  preach  salvation  through  the  blood  of    .-!  it  to  those 
who  are  outside,  because  all  they  would  have  to  do  to  be  a  member  of  the  !"amily 
would  be  to  confess  their  sins.   I  f  course  we  S3e  how  ridiculous        .  C      be. 
!Dhe  word  "confess,"  cones  to  us  fro  two  Greek  terms  which  are  joined  tog 
xkKss:n:      -3  One  tans"to  speak, "and  the  other  means"the  same." 

'confess,"  then,  means  to  "speak  the  same  as,  to  agree  with."   -o  what  is 
being  said  here  is  to  "speak  the  same  as  Cod, "or,  "to  agree  with  God  on  the  same 
thing."  And  what  is  the  same  thing  we  wou]    ;ree  with  5od  on?  That  we  are 
sinners  in  need  of  forgiven©!  ,  ,        It!  Him,  He, 

f     od),  "Is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  ours  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us 
from  all  unrighteousness." 

If  you  remember  anything  from  the  Old  Te i     it  you  will  recall  that  on  the  D 
o_r'   tone  Mat,  presented  before  God  by  the  High  -  riest  on 

behalf  of  Israel.   .e  read  in    '  Lous  16:30,  (  '•     his).     the  Israelite 
then  w         ■  live  befor  bee        the  cleansi 

sin-     '.        hristian     ■  re 

Mood  offering  of  Jesus  Christ, 
But  a  question  now  arises  even     '  Israeli  i  , 

aVcJut  those  little  acts  or  si     ioh  are  commitl      ;er  the  cleansi 

oe?"   'Jell  again,  there  was  a  certain  code  or  ritual  set  up  for  the  Is- 
lite  an       n  read  this  in    n     If: 1-10.  for  the  believer,  the  Christ' 


the  KHH±±HHa±  cleans..     :es  place  in  our  lives  by  the  continual,  or  ongoi 

of  Christ's  presence  in  our  lives.   And  this  is  e:~  what  John  i      kig 

in  this  9th  verse,  (rend  it  again). 

fter  tine,  John  comes  right  bac   Lt'  a  stern    ■■■'.,  and 

this  in  verse  10,  (read  it).   He  i.  that  it  is  ::  'ruth  Or 

Consequences."  ¥v «m* »»■»» « m» « *******   Many  years  ago  there  was  a  radio  show 

i  3  3.ad,  "  }rut  ,"  and  il 

.   .  or  you  I 

•ecall  very  I  learned  to  dislike  a  certain  scrub 

"because  it  was  used  or.  lie  .    ber, 

jre  "because  I  had  to  scr      >rs  with  it.  (But  it  is 

od  soa  .  hav  i     i  a  recent  column  of  Dear  bby  L  bher 

ibout  her  son  using  had  language.   Lbby  told  the  mother  not  to  wash  his 

mouth  o  ,  nor  to  pay  attentJ  .    he  was  to 

:o  use  then  again  and  if  he  did 
nouth 
to  ignore  it.   I  couln't  help  b  t  think  that  the  washing  would  give  him  a  needed 

reminder  the  next  time  he  was  tempted  to  use  the  words,  because  the  boys  he  was 

playi     rh  were  not  going  to  stop  using  the  words,  and  he  needed  to  '  no  ■  fcl 

Jither,  "Truth,"  or  "Consequences"  if  he  did. 

Ls  is  what  the  believer  needs  to  lcn   ,  Is,  if  he  is  not  wil 

til]        sin,  ith  Sod,  then  1 

jor  sequences  and  this  amounts  to  alienation  from  God.   Ithis  calling  God 

a  liar,  and  we  are  acknowledging  that  God's  Word  has  not  had  effect  on  us. 

(Illustration  of  emptygas  tank  and"will  it  run?") 

We  cannot  ehh  work  or  run  for  God  if  His"fuel"is  having  no  effect  on  ua.    ;'e 

need  to  he  growing  and  w    Lng  closer       im  every  day.   .Ibis  is  the  whole 

ie  of  SskK   this  letter  which  John  wrote  to  those  within  the  Family. 

.3  in  the  family  are  to  grow  from  the       3  come  to  know  Christ  as  our 

riour,  until  the  day  i    o  t         bhe  lord.  It  merns  ,•   L        )rd  and 

..'.  :'.  .  it  into  our  lives.   It  :.  rices  of  worship  in  order 


bo  be  fed  the  spiritual  food  which  should  be  there, as  well  as  to  share  this  with 
■ ::   ni  e  mind.   But  it  also  means  to  show  forth  this  growth  in  our  daily 
..s  and  thereby  ive  witness  that  we  belon      im. 
For  those  who  belong  to  the  Famifcy  of        must  understand,  "If  we  say  that  we 
aave  not  sinned,"  whic      ;  that  tl  arist  to  offer  salvation 

for  us.   "  -e  Him  a  liar,"  and  God's  plan  for  us  was  not  needed.   hen  we 

know  that,  "his  word  is  not  in  us,"  and  we  are  th-      .  instead.   It  is  either 
Sod's  Truth  in  us  and  in  in  she  all  aspects  of  our  lives.  Or  it  is  th  "      .ences 
for  our  turning  from  the  family  into  which  C-od  wants  us  to  belong. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 

Butler,    Pennsylvania  Oct.    1,    1978 

World  Wide   Communion   Sunday 

The  Rev.    Ralph  C«    Link,    Pastor 

Mrs,   Kay  Morris,    Organist  and  Choir  Director 

Jeff  Knauer,    Helen  Milliard  -  Acolytes 

11:00  A,M.    ORDER   OF  WORSHIP-  HOLY   COMMUNION 

Prelude:        "Mien   in   the  Cross   the  Savior  Hung" 

*f0  Man,    Bewail  Thy  Grievous  Sin"  Bach 

♦Processional   Hymn  No.    176  "Crown  Him  with  many  crowns" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral   Amen 
♦Call    to  Confession  and  Communion 
♦Prayer  of  Confession   (In  Unison)    "Father,    as  we  gather 

to  take  our  place   at  your  table,   we   are  most  aware   that 

we  need   to  confess  our  sins  and  errors   to  you.      Grant 

us  your   forgiveness  for   the  anger,    for  the  hatred,    for 

the  jealousy,    for   the   selfishness,    and   for  all   other 

things  which  have  caused  us   to  be   sorry  and  wish  we 

could   undo  them.      This  we  ask   through  Christ  our  Lord. 

Amen. " 
♦Kyrle 
♦Assurance   of  Pardon  -  Choral   Amen 

Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 

Announcements 

Concerns,   Joys,    Prayer  Requests 

Morning  Prayer  -  Prayer  Response 

Offering 

Offertory    "When  in  the  Hour  of  Utmost  Need"     Bach 

Communion  Hymn  No.  341  "Here,  0  my  Lord" 
*0rder  of  Communion  (middle  page  33) 
♦Institution 

Holy  Communion 

Comnnunion  Anthem    "God  so  Loved  the  world"'   Stainer 

Scripture:       1  John  2:1-2 

Sermon:   "Family  Proverbs:  4  -  There's  No  Place  Like  Home" 
♦Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 
♦Doxology 

"Recessional  Hymn  No.  63  "0_ur  God,  our  help  in  ages  past" 
♦Benediction 
♦Threefold  Amen 
♦Poatlude  Morris 


I 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  given  by 
Mr.  *  Mrs,  Raymond  Miller  In  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 

The  Lovely  New  Perns  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed 
by  Donn  E.  Miller  in  loving  memory  of  his  "Mother" 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Kalb  Miller. 

Elders  and  Deacons  will  serve  Communion  today  -  as  well 

as  serve  as  Ushers, 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congregation 
and  visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Gloria  Walker 

and  JoAnn  Nagy. 
Hospitalized:   Lewis  Kradel-BCMH;  Art  Covert  and 

Louis  Zubifc  -  V.A.;  John  Cyzzowitz  -   Passavant; 

Ed  Weichey  -  Cleveland  Clinic.  Lillian  Kradel  -  Sunny- 
Tonight  -  7  -  Teacher's  Training  Class  view. 
Monday  -  7  -  Holy  Communion  (Altar) 
Monday  -  7:30  -  Mary  Prugh  Harnish  Circle  Meeting 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Counil  Meeting 
Thurs.  -  The  newsletter  will  be  published  -  please  have 

all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
Tuesday  -  October  10  -  SOUP  AND  SALAD  DAY.   Onions 

and  some  cabbage  is  still  needed.  Tickets  $1.75  are 

available  from  Circle  Chairman  or  can  be  purchased 

at  Brugh  Ave.  entrance  following  Church  today. 
Next  Sunday  -  9:45  A.M.   Sunday  School  will  assemble 

to  make  a  Constitutional  Revision  (apprax.  5  minutes.) 
Thurs,  12  -  7:00  P.  M.  -  Special  Teachers  Meeting  - 

very  important. 
If  you  have  not  picked  up  your  Historical  booklets  - 

please  pick  them  up  in  the  office  today,   {one  per 

family)  free  after  that  75  a  copy.   There  are  still 

some  centennial  plates  available  at  a  cost  of  $3.50. 
Monday  -  Oct.  2   -  Benevolent  Committee  meeting. 
AHC  Class  outing  at  Wogan ' s  Camp  near  Cook's  Forest 

October  3  -  Beverage,  Dessert  and  Meat  will  be 

furnished.   After  an  afternoon  of  fellowship  -  supper 

will  be  promptly  at  5:00  P.M.  The  Youth  Fellowship 

is  invited. 
Oct.  S  -  Hob  Dellen  -  Harry  Fry  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week. 
There  are  still  a  few  "Living  Bibles"  at  the  rare  price 

of  $4.75  for  the  Cloth  Binding.  Come  to  the  office 

if  interested. 


i  -  '  -  ■■-  '  :      lace  lt±  :" 

fcext  ?c   Scripture:  1  John  2:1-2 

'(Illus  2  hilbily  wo  -    new  lace  curtains/spider) 
jl  lin   3ed  ; HOKE  I 

iio  mean  same  2all;2  sura    ,  itl,but  wher  sliar 
Jn  had  this  in  mind  wen  ri1 
'  '  '  , 

bs  ?am  of  Gr 
■  •  '  '  hout  Bin1&  no  commit  sin 

Jn  say  her  writ  so  they  kept  fron  sin, he  pt  out 
fctd     aep  Blievr      sin 
■  "  1c-"'.  if  any  man  sin=means  provision  4       in 

standard  4man  is  . ,     alway 

bin  i  wil  B,but  Id  &  Ev  turn  fron  6  k   3 in 
G  standard  realy  is=perfection|Mt  5 :  48=How? 
|  2B  made  rightous .this  hap  thru  Xp   giv  2  is  thru  Hin 
but  stil  sin  &  Jn  no  say  '  '.  IN, it  IP 

this  Bcua  we  no  need  2sin,but  wil  Bcuz  h 
do  JS  H  =vs  1d 

unnkno  our  natur  8=  old  natur  stil  tber=Tiger 
This  0   Mejold  na-fror 

rd  Ja  use 

an  helpr, intercessor 
jacleto;  --  ivocat  on  earthjhelpr  o^^r  livs 

"    "    =Js  Xp  advocat  34  G  in  hvn:helpr  plead  case 
B4  G  even  whil  yet 

hold  on  us  Bcuz  break  felship,but  inter- 
cede 34  G  on  our  Bhalf 
Gud  ex'1  p=]  eter, betray, Js  cun  2  him; wash  feet 
Js  sub  on  cross  &  sub  34  G=sin  int      ::omm/Js  irss 
restore 

slationship  real;  feist 

dvocat   2nd  satisfactions  :;0i  1.^:. 

,  imand  satisfact   Js  sufr,     brot  about 
blud  •..'rath  t  this  lik 

"■  I  lites         nement 
(Illus  Elder  Kim) 

Tbi         -----  o  -lace  Lik  Home  8:  Js  Xp  our  Hone 
He  our  sub     ,   a  our  satisfaction  4  sin 
He  our  haven, refv      11  of  life 


--..  b   :    Bj       -  '  lace      i 

ture:    1    John   2:1-2 

fir"    ]  '  illbilly  women.  Lnquj  bout 

curtains       '        d  the  window.      The   other  replied  that   it   was  not   curtains 
but  ider.) 

id,    "Ho 

.  ■  ,      .'  le  it  is  a  large  house,  to  others 

it  is  a  small  cot:;-   .       latever  it  nyone,  we  know  of  it  as  a  place 

to  which  we  can  return  and  there  we  can  share  our  lives  with  other  people. 

-  had  this  in  mind  somewhat  when  he  was  inspired  to  write  the  portion  of 

ire  we  are  u     diis  morning. 

;.   : '  i  ■  1  t  v  ;rse  we  see  that  John  is 

»  "  -  . ,;    '-  "'"' 

in  Greek,     '      a  term  Jesus  used  only  once  with  His  disciples  and  i± 

used  it  just  before  He  was  to  leave  th   .    ice   ain  we  can  see  that  Sohn  is 

addressing  his  concern  to  the  members  of        '  ".   C  od  and  he  atarts  off  by 

V  fling  them  "little  Children. " 

ye  sin  not,"  is  a  term  he  isnHXH^x  is  using,  which  doee  not  imply  that 

any  believer  is  without  sin,  and  will  not  commit  sin.      '  ■  rfc  glance  t 

could,  he  very  misleading.   But  John  is  actually  saying  that  he  is  writing  to 

then  in  so  they  can  be  kept  from  sin.   It  doesn't  mean  i  b  a 

believer  is  ,  he  i       '  out  to 

believe:        ':.   -hen  we  understand  tbi      tan  see  there  is  a  ta 

difference  between  the  two  ideas. 

any 
Then  John  goes  on  to  Bay,  "  .:.:  i£  a  man  sin,wand  then  follows  tb    ■  vision  for 

that  sin.   But  we  need  to  understand  first  of  all  that  God's  standard  for  man, 

is,  "That  ye  sin  not."   This  always  has  been  Mis  standard  and  always  will  be 

lard.   '.:'■  man  in  the  form  of  rod,  an:"  ;    lid 

sin. 

•3  John  >oints  out  that  we  are  to  strive  to  live  up  to  the  perfection  God  wants 

from  us,  "That  ye  sin  not."  But     L         art  of  man  what 

sin  will  come  fort         ,         any  man  sin."   Jol      Id  have  said,  "When 

any  man  sin,"  but  he  didn't,  -nd  he  didn't  because  he  didn't  want  anyone  to 


-2- 

believe  that  we  have  to  sin.  1e   are  to  strive  as  hard  as  we  possibly  can  to 

3in«   rut  3  do  sin  and  it  Lnt  that  •     lays 

have  an       be  with  the  Father ,  Jesus  Christ  the  r       .         ain 
John  is  recognizing  the  inherited  ksH^KHEj:  nature  which  we  all  possess. 
lustration  of  tiger,       i-tty,      , 

»rmt  may  have  thrown  off  the  old  nature,  but  it  is 
Leep  inside  waiting  to  be  released  by  merely  giving  in  to  it. 
:  we  have  an  advocate  who  is  there  to  help  us  in  our  time  of  need.   It  is  in- 
terestin  ;  to  note  th  t  the  word  John  uses  hero  for  advocate  is  the  sane  word 
Jesus  usee'       a  said  He  was  end  a  ;         .     .-. 

ich  act  o  or  interecessor.   >o  when  we  under- 

stand that  the  Paracletos  from  God  was  the  Holy  spirit,  and  the  ]  aracletos  John 

iut  is  Jesus  we  ;ee  an  i  ;hing,  ;ee  the  Paracl- 

etos from  God  as  promised  by  J<  Lrit  is  our  eth. 

_.■_■;.  - 

;.  .  •  "  ,  Ls  our 

leading  our  case  before  God  even  when  or  wl  '  Inning, 

not  rel€     '  -ni> 

but  instead  intercedes  before  God  on  our  behalf.   'e  can        inrgwpimi  an  ex- 

ample   '         .  t*11*  'to  WQOffi  -"-ic-  Jesr 

v8?  Peter  didn't  want  Jesus  to  wash  his     ,  but  Jesus  did 

it  ar  hs  love  Jes  is  1  ".lowers.   This  i^     : 

love  "-e   has  for  you  ana  me  tods;-  as  i  before 

in.  Jv     '  .;...::■.-:,  sc 

is  He  our      Ltute  before-  rod.   'e  need  to  remember  that  sin  interrupts  co 

union  with  to  ,  nd  our  advocate  Jesus  Christ  restores  it. 

But  ho   :  n  the  relationshi  *n  the  be  Lever  br 

the      at e ,  or  the  i 
3 
Lst.    it  to  also  nee      '  smand  for 

i  s±sh  and  a]  30  is  -  it- 

Lsfac  ion."  broug'  t  bout 


■  _  -5- 

'action  In.  Ibrou      .   '    lood  fl  lvary 

1  .  turned,  away.   Here  again  it  is  nuch  like  the  Mercy  ^eat  used  by 

slites.  :.  n  the  '       '.-"   led  the  mercy 

bio   ,         '  "  ;n         >,'  of  i;he  peo]  '     .  •  their  sins. 

(Illustration  of  Elder  Kin  ouse,  "]     -  Illustrate") 

This  is  wfc  it  <  saying  ark  to  tou  and  I  who  are  members  of  the  Family  of 
God,  He  is  s:  that  there  is  no  plarce  like  hone,  and  Jesus  Christ  is  :nur 
hf>mftT«wdxfhiim yyv^i«wTMKXwH*ml'?  "ftirey  He  was  our  substitute  before  God 

>t  of  sir  3  is  in.   >ut 

-  home  in  all  of  life  if  v;e  truly  are  a  member  of  his  Pa  ily. 


_J 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler ,  Pennsylvania 
Twenty-First  Sunday  After  Pentecost   October  8,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link.  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Jeff  Knauer  and  Helen  Hilllard  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11; 00  A.M. 
Prelude:    "Sonata  in  G  Minor"         Mendelssohn 
*Processional  Hymn  No.  12  "For  the  beauty  of  the  earth" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  who  hast  gathered 
thy  people  throughout  the  ages  and  in  all  the  world 
into  one  Church,  forgive  us  the  painful  divisions  and 
wounds  which  we  thy  children  have  inflicted  upon  thy 
household  of  faith.   Grant  us  the  grace  to  overcome 
our  human  errors  and  prejudices  that  we  may  walk 
together  in  the  unity  of  our  one  Master;  in  whose  name 
we  pray .   Amen . " 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  O  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:     And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Concerns,    Joys  and  Prayer  Requests 
Duet:  "Precious  Lord,  Take  my  Hand"       Thomas  Dorsey 

Sung  by  Dutch  and  Howdy  Holam 
Call    to  Prayer 

Pastor:      The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:     And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:      Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:      "Children  of  the  Heavenly  Father" 

Hokanson 
Anthem:      "Faith  of  our  Fathers"      Rlngwald     -  Chancel  Choir 
Scripture:  1  John  2:3-11 

Sermon:  "FAIMLY  PROVERBS:      5  -  REMEMBER  THE  WISE  OWL" 

I      yer  and  Lord's  Prayer 


> 


Recessional  Hymn  No.  380  "0  Zion,  haste,  t.hy  mission" 
•Benediction 
*Threefold  Amen 
*Post2ude:  Morris 

-  — *Congregation  Standing  -•  —  —  —  —  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  Edward  Weichey  in  memory  of  "Parents" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Steve  Vargo 
Deacon  and  Mrs-  Rodney  Rensel  will  greet  the  Congrega- 
tion at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Wrs.  Cindy  McWilliams, 

and  Robin  Knauer, 
Art  Carney  and  Hod  Rensel  will  be  visiting  the 

hospital  this  week. 
Hospitalized;   Mr.  Gottlob  Kradel,  Mrs.  Eleanor 

Sandbach,  Mrs.  Judy  Shearer*  _  BCHH  —  Cu/~ 

Art  Covert  and  Louis  Zubik  -  V.A. 
Monday  -  They  need  all  the  heip  in  the  kitchen  we  can 

get  Since  we  are  having  a  second  fund  raising  in 
February.   Lots  of  people  are  needed  to  prepare 
vegetables.   Anyone  is  welcome  -  just  come  to  the 
Church  starting  at  9:00. 

Tuesday  -  SOUP  AND  SALAD  DAY,   Tickets  will  be  avail- 
able at  the  door  or  see  Judy  Fry  this  morning. 
'Thursday  -  7:00  P.M.  -  Special  Teachers  meeting  - 

Important . 
Don't  forget  if  you  are  interested  in  a  purse  for 

Hev,  Cooper  -  money  has  to  be  in  no  later  than  Oct. 

22nd.  -  please  mark  as  such. 
Today  the  ARC  Class  will  be  going  to  Wogan's  Camp. 

Meat,  dessert  and  beverage  wil'l  be  provided.   Bring 

your  own  table  service  and_tureen.  We  will  eat 

promptly  at  5:00  P  +  M.   **»,£?  ttj&  /2#  *  .< 
There  was  a  total  of  210  at  the  service  last  week. 

and  171  in  attendance  on  Sept.  24th. 
Jane  Armstrong  will  be  in  the  Church  Monday  evening 

from  6:30  to  8:30  P.M.  -  incase  you  want  to  bring 

the  bazaar  items  in  early. 
New  members  will  be  received  into  the  Church  next 

Sunday.   If  yc-u  know  of  anyone  interested  in  joining 

leave  the  Pastor  know* 
Flowers  are  needed  for  December  fill  in  chart  -  Narthex. 
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re:  2*5~11 

?eag   owl  Bcum  symb  wisdo 

1  1  Hi: 

-1  - 

IAH  u  TIL  B  10  iJOW 

If  Owl  wise  I  wud  lik  2use  word  OWL  4  wat  Jn  say 
Our  scrip  On  giv  us  test  2day  &  1st  part=3rd  vs 
"IF  KNO  JO  KEH  COMMS+Wat  Js  tel  discips?wen  lv? 
Jn  14-=If  luv  keep  conims  &  A  nu  comm  I  giv=luv  Inother 

by  Comm=nu  rul  4-lif 
So  Jn  say  vs  4«&  this  strong  &  quit  oft  refer  2us 
1st  letr  O-OBEDEENT  8>  if  Obed  Jn  say  vs  5  &  ordr  2 
tak  plac  mus  B  Obedient 

Famous  coach.  say=flis  plar/rs  no  go  in2  train, they  sjray 
no  desir  23  obed  2day  &  4-get  several  weeks 
Insted  it  obed  mom  by  mom, day  by  day,wk  by  wk  etc 
Lk  round  &  C  result  no  obed=divorc,brok  boms, moral  et 
much  tak  plac  so  call  Xpian  hom,but  name  only 
if  1seek  Xp  folo  mus  B  obed  2iiim 
All  probs  no  go  way, but  mean  hav  wat  tak  2fite  the 
rleb  5 : 8-9«sObed  Js  &  Bcuz  His  obed  we  hav  bless  if  we 
obey  likewis  St  that  bles=Oalvation  £=  can,wil  chang 
livs  thoz  truly  kno  8s  liv  it 

Jn  say?=vs  5»(G  luv  perfected  &  this  Obedience 
Examp  Christopher  Columbus  &  Apian  Obedience 
3     "=2nd  thin.;:  feTalk-W  of   !  wl 

"  7-01d  Coram  &  tlT.  ford  as  Jn  gospel  say 

also  G  word  4Bible  &  revel  4-  mankind  &  this  WALK 
sho  wethr  member  family  Of  God 
(3   jus  Communists  write  biog  of  Hudson  Baylor) 
vs  ftx  9=3rci  letr  T  it  LIGHT  or  L  of  Owl 

Cud  also  stan  41uv  which  result  walk  in  light 
vs  8=Js  tol  discips  up  room  nu  comm  Jn  13:5^-35 
:.  this  nu  comrn=luv  4  felloman 

we  21uv  but  how  oft  hate?bakbit?gosip?tel  lies? 
Revival  Canada  &  bros  makup  aft  JOyr  etc 

Jn  clos  scrip  happy  note  vs  10 
(Illus  Dr.  Chestnut  &  work  Chines  missionary  ) 
Think  how  much  easier  2do  4  surnl  same  color/culture 
;  need  do  wat  Lord  wants  us  2do  our  livs 
Need  2B  Obed,2Talk,T  2Luv 
All  this  not  easy  &  If  we  truly  Blong  2  Him,6c  bin 
Born  agin  in2  that  Famly  our  everday  lif  mus  3  re- 
flection of  this  or  we  liv  a  lie, 
Vs  3  shud  B  wat  cud  say  bout  all  us 


i".     ov    cbs:  5  -  iemember  The 

.  •  :7:-"11 

?o'  some  str  ~  ~        ~  of    Loi :. 

prob:  .      >one  has  ::        aid, 

3n  .you  notice  how  much  smarter  you  are  today  than  you  were         .  ago,  you 
shouldn't  let  this  type  of  thinking  stop.   Follow  the  same  reasoning  until  you 
lize  how  much  dumber  you         ,         will  be  ten  :■      "com  now." 

>wl  is  su;  Lsdom,  and  ' 

1,"  then  "       ,r  '.."  "or  our 

John  is  Lc  Lar  ortion  cf  Scripture. 

In  this  .cripture    will  which  each  of  us  s  ould  take.   In  three 

verses  John  be  '        in  ;,  "He  that  saith,"  and  then  he        the  test  for  us. 

He  begins  in  the  3rd  verse  by  telling  us  that  if  ,  meaning  Jesus,  then 

we  "i"1'  idments.   hat  was  it  Jesus  told  His  disciples  to  do  when 

;  leave  of  them?   e  Mnd  it  recorded  i  ter  of  tl 

Gospel  of  John.   Me  says,  "If  ye  love  its.       Iso  said, 

ire  you,  tl  *." 

orth       rule  for  life.   And  so  it  3      b  John 

the  4-th  verse  .  ,   s  that  saith,  I       L  ,  and    speth  not 

its,  is  a  liar,  and  the  t         ot  in  him."       is  a  very  str 

indi      ;  of  anyone.   It  becomes  doubly  strong  when  we  realize  that  quite  often 

we  fall  into  this      ry. 

But  i     borrow  tl         letter  of  the      '         ve  th<  letter  , 

;hat  we  must  be        [T.   --nf  if  we  are  C       P  then 

John  points  out  in  the  3th  verse,  "  it  whoso  keepeth       .,'.".         Is 

the  love  of         cted:  hereby  :     a         are  in  Him."    i  ;  in  order  for 

this  to  ta  .  be  obedient. 

is  coach  once  said  of  his  player.,        lo  not  go  into  tr  '  1   ,  they  stay 

d  this  i      lesson  .  ,:ire  to  be 

oljient  today  and  then  forget  it  for       L  d         iks.   In  bead, 

bein   '  '-,  '         >      by  week.   ■  "    need  to  do  os 

to  1      iout  us  -       can  see  the  results  of  diso'        .  lomes, 


_2- 
;he  hi  ;h  iivorce  rate,  rality,       ^e  list  goes  on.   Much  of 

i  cai;   Shristi  t    he     td    L]  i  s  ' . 

But  the  truth  of  the  matter  is   hat  much  of  these  so  called  Christian  homes  are 
that  in  name  on!  'A  >ne  seeks  to  follow  Christ,    >n  he  must  becor/.e  obedient 

to  what       ;  has  set  forth  for  us  to  follow.   It  doesn't  mean  that  being  as 
close  to  Christ  as  possible  is  ^oi         ■  all  proble  :■  ■ 

hich  can  be 
experienced  and  felt       iwn. 

Hebre    >:8-      it  out  the  obedience  of  Jesus,     because  of  His  obedience 
blessi      we  obet  li"      . 

3  the  lives  of  those  who  truly  know  it  and  live  it. 

'God's  love  i     'fected 
of      family. " 

.■       .  Le  are  aware  that  he 

ve  .-..  i  fcro  a.     k  vior, 

i&XJQckKXKXXXjpdCHgx^snaeKJraxK  re- 

lieved      at 
«]  1         jr  ikE  luch  like  a 

ion:  ..   Subsequent  voyages  to  I'orth  ier 

God    vi      pie     v         this  continent.   But  instead,  ma:        '   peo- 
ple o     Ltl  '-   -  But  tl  '      '  bis 
to  be  oi     '  ie. 

m  point  he  word     .    Ls  tter 

,    J  this  i  ~or  our  wisdom.   In  vs  G  he  says, 

in  i  ,  (in  Jesus),  oufe 

,  heard  f 

Ls  Jesus  Chri 
it  i         '  i-bl  ,  which  is 

•ives  evid«  ally  are  part  ■■  ' 

rIi:      •  list  lor  a  conversion) 


—o— 

3  to  sonetlr      ich  he  has  pointed  out  ones  before  an  this 

itions  of  iey 

-.-;  lenc    '      .  e  third  letter  of 

the  word  OWL  is  L,  and  this  stands  for  LIGHT.   But  it  could  also  stand  for  LOVe 

which  is  the  result  of  walking  in  the  LIGHT. 

told  His  disc:      '  ■       bout  £ 

&  35,       .  "  '  commandment  is  one  of  love  to  our 

fellowman.   Because  the  believer  is  in  the  _  i      ich  is  Cesus  Christ,  he  now 
has  a  power  within  him  which  roduces  love  for  his  fellowman.         i  to  con- 
in  the  righteousness  toward  God  and  in  love  especially  to  those  who  are  :' 
.'."■-.   m  rand  in  the  3th  verse.  But 

how  often  do  we  see  -:  o  be  in  the  light  hating  his  brother? 

often  do  we  su  vers  in  the  v  r    me  congregation,  w 

under  t  *.%  Lng  one  another;  ba<  ther; 

about  o        "  ■;  li<  ther. 

certainly  isn't  what  ths     ily  of  Jod  is  all  about. 

i  key  thi      ich  helped  to  bri         ;'ae  rev:/'  /cross 

Canada  an  "  section  of  our  nation  several  y        was  people  who 

were         ;o  reach  out  to  one  another  in  love.   I  heard  of  two  brc 
wer-  ''c'1  ^° 

m  they  met  in  front  a         ?ch  by  the        nil  and  embraced,  it 
a     3  it 

»     feet.  we  need  to  do  if  we  are  at  odd  i  our 

at, 

wi 

John  closes  this  portion  of  Scripture  on  a  happy  note  in  verse  10  and  then  re- 
turns :;         iiition  of  >s. 
(Illx           Dr.   estnut  a  Lsiion 

to  do       ing  for  someone  of  your  own  kind,  but 
how  difficult  it  is  to  reach  out  to  someone  of  another  color  or  culture.     need 
to  re  do  indeed  remember  the  wise  I  wl.   'e  need  to  become  obed- 


_4_ 

the  Lor  in  our  iiv 

to    ]  footstep      esua  Christ  we  really  be- 

.  jve  even      i  ]  v       us, 
..e  are  not  beir  hieta  is       ily         ■..   '1  e  way 

luman  nature  is  opposed  to  beinr;  loving  and  we  see  it  all  around  us.   But  if 
we  r  ','"■■   Tily  sorn  again  , 

.'■:,   refle    Lt ,  or  we  are  livi  -     ie.  Let  us  se 
to     ,    Wal  in  the  light,  ~nd  to  Love  s      'iould. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHHIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Twenty-Second  Sunday  After  Pentecost       Oct.    15,    1978 
The  Rev.    Ralph  C.   Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,    Kay  Morris,    Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Tom  Hollefreund  and  Karen  Pfabe-  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   -   11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Choral  Song"  Wesley 

•Processional  Hymn  No.    65  "This  is  my  Father's  world" 
♦Ascription   -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)   "God  of  fathers,   we  confess  our 
fear  of  life.     We  need  courage.      Everyday  crises  upset  us. 
Hidden   fears   threaten   to  undermine   us.      We  find  ourselves 
praying  that  certain  tests  should  not  come  our  way  -  that 
important  questions  may  by-pass  us.     We  settle  for  super- 
ficial routines,     pretending  that   the  deeper  issues  do 
not  involve  us.      Yet,    we  know  that  to  avoid  reality  means 
living  in  a  fool's  paradise,    and  we  cannot  be  content. 
That  is  why  we  pray  for  the  courage  to  face  the  world 
as   it  confronts  us,    that  by  your  grace  we  may  at  last 
become  the  people  you  would  have  us  be,    in  the  image  of 
Jesus  our  Lord.      Amen." 
♦Kyrie 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:     0  Lord  open  our  lips 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxology 
Wlio '  s  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Concerns,  Joys  and  Prayer  Rifquests 
Hymn  Mo.  22a  "Behold  us.  Lord'; 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
New  Members  Received 
Offering 

Offertory;      "Aria"  Handel 

hem:  ,  "And  Can  It  Be"      (Chancel  Choir)  Johnson 

I 


Scripture:  I  John  2:12-17 

Sermon:    "FAMILY  PROVERBS:  6  -  LIKE  FATHER,  LIKE  SON" 
Prayer  and  Lord ' s  Prayer 

Recessional  Hymn  No.  28Z   "Faith  of  our  fathers!" 
"Benediction 
♦Threefold  Amen 
♦Postlude    "FantaBy  In  C"  J.  S.  Bach 

-------  "Congregation  Standing  ______ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs.  Margaret  McClymcnds  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   "Rob  Vinroe,  Steve  Smith, 
Randy  Dellen,  Bob  Dellen  and  Gordon  Kennedy. 
Mr,  &  Mrs.  Harry  Davis  will  greet  the  Congregation  at 

the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Dru  Rensel  and  Beth 
Burns. 
fepOur  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Zubik,  Family  and  Friends 
»     of  Louis  Zubik  who  passed  away  this  week. 
,^^Tonight  -  6:00-8:00  -  Youth  Fellowship  1*7  ride 
Monday  -  7:30  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class 

Wed.  -  7:00  -  iChair  Rehearsal  _ 

^■Mlext  Sunday  -  3:00  -  Lake  Erie  Association  Meeting  at 

St.  Peter's  Church  in  Zelienople.   Please  let  the  "\  /"  ,,-# 
Pastor  know  if  you  plan  to  attend  -  We  need  a  group 
to  go.  f&tfA.rAT'i-'i       ■,-.-■-.'■'-       -;--.''   ■-. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  178 

This  week  in  the  mail  you  should  of  received  a  Budget, 
Revised  Constitution,  letter  telling  about  the  Membership 
changes.  Program  of  Progress,  letter  and  envelopes  for 
same.   The  Budget  will  be  presented  to  the  Congregation 
after  the  Service  on  Nov.  5.   Election  of  Elders  and 
Deacons  will  be  the  same  Sunday. 
Christian  Enlistment  Sunday  will  be  Nov.  12;  Family 
Thankoffering  will  be  the  19th;  Family  Advent  Wreath 
making  will  be  on  the  26th. 
Paul  Campbell  and  Don  Kingsley  will  be  visiting  the 

hospital  this  week. 
New  Members  received  this  morning:   Letter  of  Transfer- 
Mrs.  Mildred  Welch.   Profession  of  Faith  -  Mrs.  John 
Wogan  (Elaine) 
Flowers  are  needed  for  Dec.  3,  10,  17,  31. 
^^High  School  Senior  Visitation  Day  at  Grove  City  College 
Oct.  21  and  November  11  -  Details  on  Board  in  Narthex. 
Mart's  available  :al'.  chool 
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"Family  Proverb  :  •-  Like  rather,  uxi-j 
Text  &  ^crip:  1  Jo'.:   :12-1? 

■-.  L    ,  L   >on   chip  old  block 
:.:'_   =cud  B  use  positiv/negativ 

bring  Fam  I rov  2  the  4,Jn  duz  by  includ 
whol  Fan  G,&  Ince  agin  thoz  within  Fam  G 
J.B  mean  thoz  Born  in2  Fam  thru  acpt  Xp 

jcui  part  fam  until  legit  born  in2  it  thru  Xp 
Bgin  vs  1^a=Jn  no  speak  2old  men,insted  elders/ch  ldr 
oilm  knu  Js,all  l:nu  of  Him,&  Jn  pt  2  Js  Divinity 
Jn  pt  2  Js  &  creation  &  comend  P's  4  folo  Him 
vs  1^b=YnK  men  &  they  comend  4  opposit  2tempts  ^atan 

They  walk  footstep  F'a  as  wel  Ja  I     .  obed  ■-.   matur 
vs  12=Chilrem»      ., endear  terra  of  luv  P  2  31ov  chil 
vs  1 5c=Jhi 1 ren=I AIDIA .nif ant . thoz_ rm  in  faith ,bbjin 
vs  14=:ieiter  St  comend  agin=Lik  F,Lik  Jon,footstp  F'S 

Jn  now  giv  time  1 J  advic  V3  I'J.Jn  advoc  real  luv  4  G 
He  say=thing  worl  can  ovrcura  luv  l\-   G  8c  if  tak  plac, 

then  G  3s  e  par  at  from  us  &  vs  l-Tfr  cum  2  pass 
we  separ  fro:;  G  '1st  by  luv  things  wod1,&  G  sep  from 
us,3cuz  we  no  luv,i;  He  no  luv  us=viscious  cycle  . 
man-;  wel  mean  Xpiane  find  selvs  thez  :  ,/  (KUtf  £!%fc 
./e  liv  worl  man;/  allurs  ":  thi  te   b  us" 

amk  lif  free/easy ,recrea  plesur  etc 
thus  liv  socierun  ful  speed  2ward  own  destruc  fast 
j.r  sed=.."o're  go  2hell  on  bycycl/shud  3  on  a  rocket 
<ie   pik  tempo  6  hurtl  2ward  self -de.  tr  Bcuz  want  mor 
recre, entertain, relax, i.;  or  &  mor  things  of  worl 
Satan  aliv,wel  planet  earth  &  largly  Bcuz  no  want  2 
admit  he  fore  2  reckon  withf&  Js  Xp  can  lead  arite 

This  wat  Jn  say  vs  15 
v_s  I^=l3t  lust  flesh;2nd  lust  eyesjjrd  prid  lif 

V_Jr  in  conret  way  C  this  scrip?  3rd  chap  Genesis 
Vs  6a=lust  flesh;desir  sumthin  material, 

rhink  this  lust  only  sexual, but  gluton, selfish  &. 
want  mor    >r  worl  goods  '■-,   this  wat  Eve  desir 
vs  5b=Lust  eyes, desir  3,  .  it  sin  Bliev  hap 

consist  thoz  things  money  buy&  do  best  2aquir  mor 
ior  2  satisfy  evil  hunger 
Vjs  _6c=prid  lif;  sin  posses  sumthin  ordr  hav  grtr  know- 
ledg  2  posses  stil  othr  taing|mor  educ  2tr<anipl 
othrs  mov  ahed,or  use  influ  2mov  ovr  othrs 
it  get  rich  schema, cheat , steal  do  watevr  get  ahed 
Jn  conclud  vs  by  pt  thez  action  not  of  G,but  of  worl 
▼a  17»His  conclus  4  thoz  Fam  G  23  lik  F,Lik  ^on  & 
"this  wat  G  want  from  us 

(I1  'us  silversmith  LI   0  self  in  silvr  lik  mirror) 
Hov  oou  U  '.",  lie?  Do  we  G  reflec  miror  in  G  Father? 
Duz  worl  0  reflec  3 on  in  us?  Can  B  sed  us  Lik  F,LikS 
need  B  doubl  sur  if  call  self  mem  Fam  whethr  F'S, 


yng  men, women, children  mean  of  corse  state  develop 
ment  we  in,  our  interests  cenered  in  ilim  &  in  thoa 
things  no  pass  away 


"Family  Iroverbs:  5  -  Like  Father,  Like  Jon." 
Text:  1  John  2:12-1? 

^--family  proverb  I  am  certain  we  have  all  heard  is  the  one  which  states,  "like 
Father,  Like  Jon."   This  of  course  is  the  same  as  saying,  "He's  a  chip  off  the 
old  block."  Or,  "He  is  ^ust  like  his  father."   This  implies  being  identified 
with  the  actions  of  ones  earthly  father,  and  if  can  be  used  both  in  a  positive 
and  a  negative  manner. 

In  our  ocripture  for  this  morning  John  ksa:  brings  this  Family  Troverb  to  the 
fore,  but  he  does  it  by  including  the  whole  family  in  it.   Once  again  we  need 
to  realize  that  John  is  speaking  to  those  who  are  within  the  Family  of  God  and 
this  means  those  who  have  accpeted  Christ  as  their  Cavior  and  therefore  become 
Born  into  the  Family,   ,/e  need  to  constantly  remember  that  we  do  not  become  a 
part  of  the  Family  unless  we  are  born  into  it,  and  this  borth  takes  place  through 
Christ. 

Although  we  begin  our  Scripture  with  the  12th  verse  let  us  look  first  at  the  15th 
Wrse.   John  says,  "I  write  unto  you  fathers,  because  ye  have  known  Him  from  the 
beginning."  John  is  not  speaking  to  an  elderly  :_;roup  of  men,  but  instead  to 
those  who  are  the  elders  of  the  church,  or  the  church  leaders.   He  is  spea'in 
the  men  who  have  either  known  Jesus  personally,  or  have  known  of  Him,  or  about 
Him,  and  once  again  John  is  pointing  out  the  Trinitarian  aspect  of  Jesus  by 
saying,  "Him  that  is  from  the  beginning."  He  places  Jesus  at  the  very  creation 
which  makes  Jesus  as  God  and  Jon  also.   John  is  commending  these  men  by  pointing 
out  that  they  have  "Known"  Him,  meaning  of  course  both  perhaps  the  actual  know— 

of  Jesus  in  His  earthly  ministry,  but  also  knowing  Him  by  living  as  He  had 
taught. 

Then  John  says  fckai  ,  "I  write  to  you  young  men,  because  ye  have  overcome  the 
evil  one."  Here  he  is  commending  those  young  men  who  sxm   have  not  only  come  to 
HHriat,  but  are  living  in  opposition  to  the  temptations  of  Gatan.   These  young 
men  are  walking  in  the  footsteps  of  their  fathers,  as  well  as  the  footsteps  of 
Jesus  Christ.  They  are  being  obedient  tea  and  maturing  in  their  faith  on  a  day 
by  day  basis. 
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But  let  us  now  backtrack  to  the  12th  verse  and  here  John  says,  "I  write  unto 

u  little  children, 2  and  here  is  that  endearing  tern,  "Teknia"  in  Greek.   It 
is  written  as  a  loving  father  to  beloved  children.  But  when  we  look  at  the 
latter  part  of  the  13th  verse  we  see  John  says,  "I  write  unto  you  little  child- 
ren," but  there  is  a  distinct  difference  between  the  two  phrases.   The  tern 
"little  children"  in  the  13th  verse  is  "laidia"  in  greek  and  it  means3dsi£  infants. 
In  the  12th  verse  John  is  writing  to  those  who  are  beloved  children  in  the 
faith,  those  who  have  come  to  Christ  and  are  working  at  growing  in  the  faith. 
In  the  13th  verse  he  is  talking  about  "Infants,"  or  those  who  are  just  new  in 
the  Lord  and  are  just  beginning  to  grow. 

Then  when  we  look  at  the  14th  verse  John  reitierates  again  what  he  said  pre- 
viously and  he  is  commending  the  fathers  and  the  jona.  &Kx±xxrcBEfc  He  is  H±msxk 
saying  what  we  would  say,  "Like  Father,  Like  ion."  Meaning  of  course  that  the 
sons  are  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  fathers  which  is  what  they  should 

De  doing. 

But  as  John  so  often  does  in  his  writings,  he  now  gives  some  very  timely  advice, 
(-tead  verse  15).   John  is  advocating  ax±Hxsx:£Hxx8^xxfeHwxxHx£HXKxiha±xisxi±±£3« 
SBEBHixfcssmxsDCHnEistiyximcsx  a  real  love  for  the  things  of  God  as  opposed  to  the 
things  of  the  world.   He  is  not  saying  that  we  must  do  away  with  all  that  we 
have  and  live  in  abject  poverty.  He  is  saying  that  the  things  of  the  world  can 
so  overcome  us  that  we  will  love  the  world  more  than  we  love  God.  And  if  we 
come  to  love  the  world  more  than  God,  then  God  will  be  separated  from  us,  which 
is  what  he  means  by  the  "Love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him."  .ie   will  separate 
ourselves  from  God  first  of  all  by  our  loving  the  world,  and  God  will  separate 

rom  as  because  our  love  Is  not  turned  toward  Him,  thus,  His  love  is 
not  turned  toward  us.   It  becomes  a  viscious  cycle  and  one  which  many  well 
meaning  and  believing  Christians  find  themselves  these  days.   We  are  living  in 

#orld  which  has  many  more  allurements  and  ±835  things  which  dazzle  our  sight 
and  tempt  our  desires  for  then.   All  of  the  various  technical  gadgets  which  can 

and  will  make  life  that  much  more  easy  to  free  us  for  more  recreation  and  plea- 
sure.  Thus,  we  live  in  a  society  which  Is  running  full  speed  toward  its  own 
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de  struct  ion  at  a  rate  and  pace  as  never  seen  before.   isnasHHBXHXKXxix|iKax 

ii   reacher  once  said,  "We  are  going  to  hell  on  a  bycycle,"  meaning  that  we  are 

running  in  that  direction  ±h  faster  than  walking.   But  I  believe  that  we  could 

truthfully  say  xkK  that  today  we  are  going  to  hell  by  rocket.   .."e  have  increased 

the  tempo  and  speed  as  we  hurtle  toward  our  own  self-destruction  and  all  because 

more  leisure,  more  recreation,  more  entertainment,  more  relaxation  and 

more  and  more  of  the  fctee  things  of  the  axx  world,   gatan  is  alive  and  well  on 

planet  earth  and  largely  because  we  do  not  want  to  acknowledge  that  he  is  just 

as  capable  of  leading  us  astray,  as  we  acknowledge  that  Jesus  Christ  can  lead  us 

aright.   'Phis  is  what  John  was  driving  at  in  this  3^th  verse. 

But  then  John  goes  on  and  breaks  this  dawn  even  further  by  pointing  out  what  was 

in  the  world,  (verse  16a).   What  did  this  consist  of?  First,  the  "Lust  of  the 

flesh,"  (16b)|  second,  "And  the  lust  of  the  eyes,"  (15c);  and  third,  "And  the 

pride  of  life,"  (16d).   „"nere  is  this  encountered  in  a  concrete  way  in  which  we 

oee  it  in  Scripture?  In  the  3rd  chapter  of  Genesis  we  read  this  exact  thing. 

,.e  read  in  the  6th  verse  that,  "The  woman  saw  that  the  tree  was  good  for  food." 

This  is  the  "luust  of  the  flesh."  Ibis  is  to  desire  something  in  a  material  way. 

Je  think  of  the  lust  of  the  flesh  as  being  only  sexual  sins.   But  it  involves 

more  than  that.   It  is  to  be  gluttonous,  to  be  selfish,  to  want  more  and  more 

of  the  world's  goods.   This  is  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  and  this  is  what  Eve  was 

desiring,  Iben  the  woman  saw  that  the  tree,  "  ,/as  pleasant  to  the  eyes,"  (6b). 

This  was  the  "Lust  of  the  eyes."   This  is  the  sin  of  desiring  what  the  eye  sees. 

It  is  the  sin  of  believing  that  happiness  consists  of  all  the  things  which  money 

can  buy,  and  doing  our  very  best  to  acquire  more  and  more  to  satisfy  this  evil 

hunger.   And  then  we  see  that  gve  saw  the  tree,  "To  bs  desired  to  make  one  wise," 

6c).   This  was  the  sin  of  "The  pride  of  life."   This  is  the  sin  of  possessing 

something  in  order  to  have  the  greater  knowledge  to  possess  still  other  things. 

krft's  is  the  sin  of  gaining  knowledge  or  education  in  order  to  trample  over  others 

to  gat  ahead.   It  is  the  sin  of  using  whatever  influence  is  available  to  move 

ahead  of  the  field.   It  is  geting  rich  schemes,  cheating  and  stealing  by  devious 
means  from  those  who  are  not  as  smart  as  we  are.  John  concludes  this  verse  by 
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pointing  out  that  these  three  types  of  actions  are  not  of  God,  but  are  of  the 

id. 
lie  further  concludes  his  admonishment  to  those  within  the  family  with  the  words, 
"And  the  world  pasaet      ,      the  lust  thereof:  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of 
God  abideth  forever."  John's  conclusion  for  those  within  the  Family  of  God,  id 
to  be,  "Like  Father,  Like  ^on."   To  be  like  God  the  Father  wants  us  to  be,  be- 
cause we  have  the  life  and  example  of  His  '--on  Jesus  Christ  to  follow. 
(Illustration  of  oilversmith  Ss  seeing  self  in  silver  like  mirror) 

■  about  you  and  me?  Jo  &kH&Hxxx&HH±ms  we  see  <£HEt  our  reflection  mirrored  in 
&BEt£  God  the  Father?  world  around  us  see  the  reflection  of  the  ^on 

: ■".'   San  it  be  said  of  each  of  us,  "Like  Father,  Like  GonJ" 
.e  need  to  be  double  sure  that  if  we  call  ourselves  members  of  the  Family  of 
God,  that  whther  we  are  considered  as  Fathers,  or  young  men  and  \i?omen,  or  Child- 
ren, meaning  of  course  which  state  of  development  we  are  in,  that  our  interests 
av   centered  in  Him  and  in  those  things  which  cannot  pass  away. 


I 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Twenty-Third  Sunday  After  Pentecost     October  22,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Tom  Hollefreund  and  Karen  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11; 00  A.M. 

Prelude:         "Prelude"  Corelli 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  8  "Praise  ye  the  Lord,  the  Almighty' 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession  {In  Unison)  "0  Lord,  Our  Father,  we  come  to 

you  as  a  people  who  are  a  part  of  the  community  of 

believers,   life  seek  your  guidance  for  we  know  that  the 

Church  cannot  exist  without  it.  Forgive  each  member  of 

your  Church  for  their  individual  and  corporate  sins. 

Keep  us  true  to  the  commitment  of  upbuilding  the  Church 

throughout  the  world.  Keep  us  from  the  divisions  that 

seperate  us  from  others.   And  always  keep  us  steadfast 

in  your  love,  in  Jesus  name.   Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   0  Lord  open  our  lips 

JFeople:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology 

Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 

Announcements 

Concerns,  Joys  and  Prayer  Requests 

Hymn  No.  232     '"Mid  all  the  traffic  of  the  ways" 

Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 

Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 

Offering 

Offertory:  "Sarabande"  Corelli 

Anthem:        "with  a  Voice  of  Singing"     M.    Shaw       Chancel  Choir 

Scripture:  1   John   2:    18-27 

Se-    on:        "Family  Proverbs:      7  -  Scratch   the   Surface" 

Pr      er  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•Recessional  Hymn  No.   272     "Love  divine,   all  loves  excelling" 


•Benediction 

•Threefold  Amen 

•Postlude  Morris 

' 'Congregation  standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &   Mrs.  William  Johnston  in  memory  of  Mrs. 
Johnston's  "Father"  -  Harry  Peters. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are;  'Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Art  Carney  and  Gary  Fenar. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,  Bruce  McBride  will  greet  the  Congrega- 
tion at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by   Mps>  Pauline  Fencll_ 

and  Lori  Zavacky. 
Hospitalized:   Mr,  Harvey  Campbell 

Arthur  Covert  -  V.A,  Hospital. 
This  afternoon  -  Lake  Erie  Assoc,  meeting  St.  Peter's 
UCC  -  Zelienople  at  3:00P.M.   Contact  the  Pastor  if 
you  can  attend. 
Mike  Nazaruk  and  Howard  Bolam  will  be  visiting  the 
hospital  this  week. 
Tonight  -  7:30-9:00  -  Youth  Fellowship  Meeting. 
November  5  -  Election  of  Elders  and  Deacons  and  also 
the  adoption  of  the  Budget  at  a  Congregation  meeting 
following  the  Service,  Those  already  nominated  are; 
Elder  -  Art  Snyder,  Allen  Botacchi,  Bob  Dellen  and 
Herb  Shearer.   Deacon  -  Sara  Snow,  Karen  Msloney, 
Bruce  McBride,  Harry  Burns,  Coyle  Fowler,  George 
Eichhorn  and  Robert  Knauer.   You  may  also  make  nomina- 
tions from  the  floor  -  providing  you  have  that  persons 
consent. 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 
I  would  like  to  express  my  deepest  appreciation  to  Rev. 
Ralph  Link  and  the  Women's  Fellowship  for  their  kindness 
and  help,  during  the  recent  death  of  ray  husband,  Louis 
Zubik.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  all  the  members  of 
St.  Pauls,  who  sent  food,  and  for  the  beautiful  flowers, 
and  a  special  thanks  for  the  Prayers  reid  and  the  cards 
sent,  during  my  husbands  long  illness.   -  Mrs.  Zubik. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  folks  of  the  church  for  their 
cards,  flowers,  and  especially  their  prayers  during  my 
recent  surgery  and  hospitalization.   It  meant  so  much 
b°  me.  Sincerely,  Eleanor  Sandbach. 


".famimy  i-'roveros:  /  —  ocraucn.  xne  .-iurx«.ue" 
1  John  2:18-27 

ourrrMjnd  all  sides  things  vie  4  our  allegiance 
Ad  A   responsib  4  much,mus  do  resereh  B4  fal  victim 
say  jam  Prov-SC  ...  .20  wat  Bneath 

Jn  giv  this  advic  this  scrip 
l^-speak  last  times  vs  18a=PaultJohn  mos  write  this 

_ey  Bliev  Js  cum  34  they  die  but  1900  cum/con  not 
(Illus  south, Oct  10,7G,12;3O,5OO  bucks)  yet 

Jn  sur  last  time  Bcuz  many  antiGhrist,2d« 
cum  2       nany  nation, cultur  &  Ik  4  2nd  Cum  Xp 
Time  no  import ,but  SO  reddy? 
v.:  19=peop  Blong  Xp  Church  8e  split , explain  why 
alnos  lik  Jn  writ  2day  4  us»Cults:J  witnes,Mormon 
Koonies,     Tishna, Armstrong 
all  hav  kernel  truth, then  distort  or  water  down 

Jn  say*wer  not  all  of  us=steer  clear 
vs  20=   .     .         I=lk  Bneath  Bcvu     low  this 
vs  ?iting 

lie? 
vss  22b    5«       Lik  Jn  wrote  this  4  yesterday  new 
spaper 

peop  wil  2  accpt  Js  as  grt  man,proph,but   . .   ;ver 
iixamp:  5   preacher  ask  2  resign  Bcuz  preach  Xp 
I  kno  peop  lv  gud  c  works  not  Xp 

ar  cert  thing  we  ris/fal  on  &  thez  fundamentals 
fliv  of  -  i,Virg  birth, deth  bodily  resur,2nd  com 
we  either  4  or  agin  &  if  4them  can  no  compromise 
with  world  &  if  agin=di tg rontl  &  unha 

!4-25=Jn  i  :        ith 

.  :=c:aus  4  writ:        tare 
vs  2?=Anointing  &  vs  20=Unction;now  wat  he  say? 
ly  Une=Js  Xp  8s  Unction  &  Anoint =Baptizm  Js  Xp 
descend  Bove,they  told  G  Son,&  this  visibl  anoint 
ir  C      ^Anointed  One:H  SI  Gr  CHRISMA-The  Anoint in 

Wat  Jn  tel  thos  insid  Pam  og  G? 
Jn  14:1S-17=prom  of  II  op 

25-26=Ident  as  H  Sp 
then  Js  tel  discips  Jn  16:7-11  &  15-14 
vs  27=Js  is  TBS.   -  if  the  anoint  we  receiv  is  H  SP 

fehen  that  indwel  is  Truth  even  as  Js  sed  wud  B 

THINK  OF  IT!  ,/e  hav  an  infalble  teach=n  SP  Himself 
Xeed  underst  hav  2  safeguards  4  our  lives 

1st  H  Sp  2  lead  in2  all  truth  &  wat  is  Truth? 
Word  of  S  &  so  hav  H  jp  2  guid  &  writ  .lord  2  direct 
we   in  test  things  this  worl  by  &'s  yardstik  xjibl  8c 
^rection  of  H  bp 
(Illus  of  woman, queen  visit  &  Xp  liv  her  hous) 

Can  we  say  Js  Xp  liv  here, within  wal  this  frame  call 
erthly  body?    3   need  2  >c      ourfac  &  determ  : 


"family  Proverbs:  7  -  ^cratch  The  Surface" 
1  John  2:1C-27 

One  of  the  things  which  confronts  each  of  us  in  our  present  day  world  is  the 
fact  that  we  are  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  many  things  which  vie  for  our  al- 
legiance. \ie   see  and  hear  of  so  many  things  which  sound  so  good  for  our  proper 
well  b<  lat  quite  often  we  are  fooled  by  the      thus  become  sceptical  con- 

cerning something  similar  which  may  come  along.  The  advertising  industry  has 
been  largely  responsible  for  this  because  they  have  invented  such  nice,  cute 
little  ways  to  lure  us  into  trying  a  product  only  to  learn  to  our  dismay  that  it 
does  not  quite  do  what  it  is  supposed  to  do.   This  is  true  of  so  many  other  areas 
of  life  as  well  and  so  man:/  of  us  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  must  do  a 
little  research  before  we  fea&Hirx  Tall  victim  to  some  scheme.   Thus  many  have 
learned  to  dig  a  little  deeper  into  something  before  we  commit  ourselves  and  we 
could  say  this  has  given  us  a  "Family  Proverb"  of,  "Scratch  T"e  ourface,"  to 
p~e  just  what  lies  beneath. 

John  was  giving  this  advice  to  those  within  the  Church  Family  in  that  portion 
of  Scripture  we  just  read.  There  qre  several  things  which  John  tells  us  in  this 
scripture,   In  fact,  he  gives  us  so  much  material  that  we  could  not  possibly 
expect  to  cover  it  in  one  lesson.   But,  John  covers  three  main  thoughts  in  this 

ipture  which  we  will  share  this  morning. 
First,  John  begins  by  speaking  of  the  last  times,  vs  18a,  (read).   John  wrote  of 
the  last  times;  Paul  wrote  about  it;  and  so  did  almost  all  of  the  other  writers 
of  the  Hew  Testament  in  one  form  or  another,   Jhy  did  they  write  in  this  fashion? 
dimply  because  they  believed  that  Jesus  Christ  was  going  to  come  back  bodily  in 
their  lifetime.   .ell  we  see  that  over  1900  years  have  come  and  gone  and  still 
He  has  not  appeared.   But  each  day  brings  that  final  day  that  much  closer,  and 
we  need  to  be  prepared  for  it,  and  this  ir     ace  was  what  each  writer  was 

^ea  i  f  in  their  writings.  Just  last  week  a  group  somewhere  in  the  south 

had  rpedicted  that  Ocotber  the  10th,  1973  at  12: JO  P.M.  the  world  was  going  to 

end.   They  were  so  sure  of  it  they  collected  500  dollars  from  anyone  who  wanted 
to  be  spared  and  then  they  permitted  that  person  or  family  to  share  a  large 

cave  and  await  the  end.  I  haven't  heai     t  has  happened  since  the  *$?  world 
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did  not  end,  or  what  they  did  tith  the  v50O  dollars  the:/  coll     .       uld 

interesting  bo  hear  wouldn't  it? 
John  was  sure  it  was  the  last  time  because  there  were  so  many  who  were  Anti- 
christs, and  he  felt  positive  it  had  to  he  taking  place  right  then.  She  rise  of 
one  super  Anti-Christ  is  to  signify  the  ma  second  coming  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
the  coning  together  of  world  powers  uniting  themselves  and  their  nations  is 
one  of  the  signs  we  are  to  look  for  and  this  is  taking  place  today.   Therefore, 
we  must  know  that  the  days  we  live  in  can  be  called  the  "Last  Time"  as  well. 
It  isn't  important  whether  it  happens  during  our  lifetime  or  not,  instead  what  is 
important,  is  are  we  ready? 

John  then  explains  why  he  calls  them  Anti-Christ's  in  vs  19.  Now  what  he  is 
really  saying  here  is  that  these  people  started  out  in  the  Christian  Church. 
They  were  members  and  were  first  relying  upon  ^od  for  the  answers,  but  then 
they  became  self-sufficient  and  since  they  were  in  disfavor         sir  brethren 

church  and  formed  their  own  little  'roups.   John   >ints  aut  "hat 
"They  would  have  continued  with  us,"  meaning  that  they  must  have  begin  to  be 
involved  in  controversy  with  the  others  in  the  church.   ->o  John  points  out, 

bey  went  out,  that  they  might  be  made  manifest  that  they  were  not  all  of  us." 
He  means  that  they  knew  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  and  belief,  and  so 
they  could  not  both  teach  the  same  things  and  this  had  to  cause  a  split.   It 
almost  sounds  as  if  John  were  writing  in  our  own  day  and  age.   tfe  look  around 
and  we  see  the  cults  which  are  growing  stronger  every  day  because  people  are 
not  willing  to  hear  and  know  Cod's  revealed  truth  in  the  Christian  Church.   In 
case  you  are  wondering  what  some  of  them  are,  they  are  the  Jehovah's  Witnesses, 
the  Mormons,  the  church  of  Herbert  and  Ted  Armstrong,  the  Hoonies,  Hare  Krishna 
and  on  and  cm.   These  are  cults  and  are  not  Christian  because  they  deny  the 
basics  of  Christianity.   3ach  of  them  have  a  kernel  of  truth  within  them,  but 
^ey  3;  truth  to  their  own  satisfaction  and  use. 

Therefore,  John  wrote  ofvthem,  "They  were  not  all  of  us,"  or  they  don't  belong 
to  us,  and  the  admonition  is  to  steer  clear  of  them. 
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^o  John  paints  out  in  tlie  20th  verse,  "But  ye  have  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One 
ye  know  all  things."  He  is  saying  that  they  have  been  able  to  "^cratch  The 
ourfaee,"  and  they  should  know  truth  from  error.   The  word  "Unction"  means  an 
anointing  and  we  will  come  to  this  again  in  another  verse  later  on. 
..3  come  now  to  the  second  point  John  wants  to  make  and  that  again  has  to  do  with 
false  doctrine.   He  points  out  his  purpose  fro  writing  was  not  to  point  out  the 
truth  because  they  knew  that,  but  that  they  were  to  remember  to  continue  to  seek 
the  truth,  vs  21,  (read). 

John  questions  whi  is  lying  to  then,  vs  22a?  Anyone  who  denies  the  ^on  denies 
the  .Father,  and  you  can't  have  one  without  the  other,  vss  23  &  23,  (read).  Here 
again  k&  as  we  look  at  this  part  of  our  Scripture  it  is  almost  as  though  John 
had  Just  written  this  yesterday  and  we  saw  it  printed  in  todaySa  newspaper. 
People  are  all  uptight  these  days  because  they  don't  want  to  hear  about  the 
Dxrinity  of  Jesus  Christ*   Ehey  are  willing  to  accept  Him  as  just  another  pro- 
%^Jb   or  a  great  man,  but  as  G-od?  Hevert  I  know  of  people  who  are  leaving  con- 
gregations where  the  truth  is  being  preached  because  they  can't  stand  the  spot- 
it  of  Cod  shining  into  their  lives  and  making  the  m  aware  that  it  is  only  by 
Faith  that  we  come  to  Cod  and  not  by  ..orks.   I  know  of  3  UCC  ministers  who  have 
been  asked  to  resign  and  the  reason  is  not  because  they  are  preaching  heresy, 
but  instead  because  they  are  preaching  fckafc<j£KXHXxi£in£±xfc  the  Word  as  it  should 
be  preached  and  these  people  will  have  none  of  it.  I  know  of  people  within  this 

congregation  who  are  upset  and  uptight  because  some  of  my  preaching  has  not  been 

they 
in  the  accustomed  style  that  ysn  think  it  should  be. 

But  we  must  know  that  there  are  certain  things  we  either  stand  or  fall  on.   There 
are  certain  fundamentals  of  the  faith  which  need  to  be  a  part  of  all  of  our  lives 
The  Virgin  birth  .  f  Jesus  Christ,  the  death  and  resurredtion,  the  Trinity,  these 
are  all  things  which  separate  u         a  cults  and  those  who  want  to  only  preach 
a- liberal  no  commitment  Christianity.   ..'e  are  either  for  or  against  these  funda- 
mentals of  the  faith.  And  if  we  are  for  them,  we  stand  on  them  with  no  compro- 
mise.  If  we        H     ':.  m  we  are  unhappy  and  disgruntled  if  the  preacher 
preaches  them.   It's  as  simple  as  that. 


oohn  then  writes  exactly  what  I  have  just  said,  and  that  is  to  stay  in  the  funda- 
n*,  Sals  of  the  faith,  and  the  promise  again  i      ,  of  eternity  with  ^od,  vss 
24-25. 

lis  out  his  purpose  once  again  for  writing,  vs  26,  so  they  may  know  that 
there  are  those  who  would  lead  them  astray  if  possible.   At  this  point  then,  ^ohn 
is  writing  to  share  with  them  what  he  calls,  "Anointing."  In  verse  20  he  calls 
it,  "An  Unction."  How  what  is  he  talking  about?   .,e  probably  need  to  backtrack 
a  little  to  understand  this  more  fully,   i'he  holy  One,  or  Him  to  which  John  re- 
fers is  Jesus  Christ,   v/hat  happened  when  Jesus  was  baptized  by  John  the  Baptist? 
He  was  visited  by  the  descending  Cove  and  God  spoke  to  those  assembled  to  know 
this  was  something  special,  Ihis  visitation  was  the  visible  anointing  of  Jesus 
Christ,  --he  Greek  word  "Christos,"  means,  "The  anointed  one."   The  Holy  -pirit 

isma"  means,  :,The  Anointing."  Row  in  light  of  this,  just  what  was  John 
telling  those  within  the  Family  of  Cod?  If  we  turn  to  the  14th  chap       s^ss. 

iel  of  John  we  read  there  In  the  16th  and  17  H        about  th      ise 
of  the  o  come.   Then  i       ;l     b      "5th  verses  He  identifies  this 

Comf„rter  as  the  Holy  Spirit.  But  then  what  does  Jesus  further  tell  His  discipl- 
es? In  the  15th  chapter  of  John  7  to  11,  and  1J  and  14  Jesus  makes  the  final 
explanation  to  them,   '..'hat  John  is  saying  here  is  that  Jesus  is  truth,  and  if 
the  anointing  we  receive  is  the  Holy  Spirit;  then  that  indwelling  in  us  is  truth 
even  as  Jesus  said  It  would  be  in  John  15:13.   Think  of  it!  tie   have  an  infalli- 
ble teacher,  which  is  the  Holy  Spirit  Himself,   ..'hat  we  need  to  understand  here 

hat  we  have  two  safeguards  for  our  lives.   Hirst,  we  have  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  has  anointed  all  those  who  have  accepted  Christ,   This  Holy  °pirit  is  to 
lead  us  into  all  truth,   ./hat  is  the  truth  of  God?  It  is  His  Word,  ->o  we  have 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  hearts  to  guide  us ,  and  we  have  the  written  ..rord  to  give 
us  further  guidance.   Thus  we  can  test  the  things  of  this  world  by  God's  yard- 
swck,        ,  and  by      lidance  in  us  through  the  Holy  Spirit, 
(Illustr  Jhrist  living  in  her  house,  not  just  a  guest) 

Can  we  say  that  Jesus  Christ  lives  here,  within  the  walls  of  this  frame  we  call 
our  earthly  body?  (Over) 


,/e  i.      :1  to   "oaratcb.  2Tie  ourface,"   and  determine   if  this   is   so. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler*  Pennsylvania 
Reformation  Sunday  October  29,  1978 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Tom  Hollefreund  and  Karen  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.N, 
Prelude:       "A  Mighty  Fortress"  Bach 

•Processional  Hymn  No*  322  "The  Church's  one  foundation1" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  forgive  us  for  our 
faulty  following  of  the  Master:  our  slow  faith  in  His  power 
to  save;  our  timid,  hesitant  answers  to  His  call  for 
service;  our  insensibility  to  the  meaning  of  His  cross; 
for  all  that  mars  our  diecipleship,  and  make  it  difficult 
for  others  to  believe  in  Him,  We  ask  it  all  in  His 
name.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Boxology 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Concerns,  Joys  and  Prayers  Requests 
Solo   "Reach  out  and  Touch1'  Charles  E.  Brown  — 
Sung  by  Karen  Maloney 
Call  to  Prayer 
Pastor: 
People: 
Pastor: 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
offering 

Offertory:       T'0  Jesus  So  Meek"     Hokanson 


The  Lord  be  with  you. 
And  with  thy  spirit. 
Let  us  Pray. 


Anthem: 
Scripture: 
Sermon : 


"Built  on  the  Rock" 
1   John  2:    26-33 
"FAMILY   PROVERBS:       B  - 


Li  nd  em  an 

BLQ0D   IS   THICKER 
THAN  WATER11 


prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 


. 


•Recessional  Hymn  No.   281      "A  mighty   fortress   is  our  Godif 

•Benediction 

"Threefold  Amen 

"Postlude        "0  God  Our  Help"  Young 

__^.__,-____  "Congregation  standing  ------ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  today  have  been  placed 
by  Mr.  Homer  Beatty  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  arej   "Mike  Nazaruk,  Gottlob 
Kradel,  Roy  Andrews  and  James  McClymonds* 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today 

^>+lospi  tali  zed:  David  Steffler,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Walter  Harmon  and  Chuck  Penar  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  coming  week. 

Tonight  -  fi-fl  -  Youth  Fellowship  Meeting 
^^Tcnight  -  7-9   Teacher's  Training  Meeting 
JSHteKOtay   -  1:00  -  Service  at  Sunnyview  Home  -  We  need 
people  from  the  Congregation  to  attend  and  help  with 
the  singing.   Meet  at  the  Home.  ,47"  /d  '# • 
^^Tuesday  -  7:15  Bible  Study  -  Studing  the  Book  of 
'r         Daniel  -  Everyone  is  welcome 

Wed.  -  7:00  -  Choir  Rehearsal 

Next  Sunday  -  Congregational  Meeting  for  the  purpose 
of  the  rudget  Presentation  and  Adoption.  The  election 
of  Elders  and  Deacons  will  also  take  place.   The  names 
so  far  on  the  ballot  are:   Elder  -  Art  Snyder,  Allan 
Botacchi,  Boh  Dellen  and  Herb  Shearer.   Deacon  - 
Sara  Snow,  Karen  Maloney,  Bruce  McBride*  Harry  Burns* 
Coyle  Fowler,  George  Eichhorn  and  Robert  Knauer, 
You  may  also  make  nominations  from  the  floor  - 
providing  you  have  that  persons  consent. 

Hr.  Gottlob  Kradel  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation 
for  the  cards,  flowers,  especially  the  Prayers  and 
also  for  Rev.  Link's  visits  while  he  was  a  patient 
in  the  Hospital. 

There  is  a  glass  cake  dish  missing  from  the  Soup  and 
Salad  Day.   Please  check  your  dishes  and  make  sure 
you  have  the  right  one. 

November  12  -  Christian  Enlistment  Day. 

Our  congratulations  to  Evelyn  and  Alvln  Shakely  on  their 
36th  Wedding  Anniversary  -  Oct,  28th. 

Attendance  -  Oct.  15th-153;  Oct.  22  -  132   ^ 

Wed.  Council  -  7:30;   Thurs.  Newsletter  put   'Shed 


"Family  iroverbs:    a  -  isiooa  is  xnxcKer  man    iavev 
Text  Lyture:    1    John   2:2  —3 : 

Last  -*k  Scri  ;eaehrstapostacy  thoz  in  Chur 

Jn  t  v  all  ktfid  guid  so  far  &  now  giv  awames  unique 
relatship  Blong  2  thoz  who  member  family  of 
3um1  1nce  se^  =  ■    HI  2L0NG,. 

auman  fa:.:  relatships,but  no  shud  B  in  ii  7a: 
Insted,thoz  outsid  shud  want  2B  with  us  &  join  us 
vs  29=Jn  giv  advic  23  prep  4  cum  of  Js;remember  wen 
as  child, or  our  chilren  tolcUB  nice  wen  Unc/-aant  cum 
say  please , thank  you  etc. 

ds  way  shmd  3  redy  4-cum  of  Js  Xp  c  no  emharass 
But  wat  1st  requirtnent? 

vs  29-  :      ■■-    -  >       this  can  no  hav  of  self 
it  only  as  gift  from  G;.Je  no  earn, merit ,deserv 
"  FREE  from  G-  as  gift  &  this  righteousnes  from  Js 
wen  accpt  as  3avior;..'en  "Ince  say  yes  2Js  &  accpt 
rsy  this, we  made  righteous  34  G,not  by  our  doings 
but  by  righteousnes  of  Js  Xp 
(2I)ay  lie  form  ^un, explain  a.  Luther  &  Just  shal  liv  7a 

ith:nc  want  split^ust  reform) 
vs  29  Jn  say  2wice=K   =  .hud  know  He  right,&  all  stri 
2b  righteous  is  membr  that  family.  BORN  in2  it 
vs  5:1=»E0KH  in2  famly       on,Blud  thickr  th: 

us 
iznt  kno  this  '.  no  want  ;  in 

!lcno  eit 
ite  2preahh  nin, repent, 3  bo:       ,  ccpt  Xp  etc 
■reach  bout        'it«  ti    hi  ;io, politic  prisners 
But" if  1 st  preach  Xp  8s  got  in2  gam  of  G  &  the  social 
1  takes  place 
here  care  bout  starv  peop,unles  want  2shar  same 
reach  out  in  His  name 2 
Who  wil  2  help  sik  peop  excep  thoz  luv  XptBeuz  His  1 
On  Fund?  Bcuz  not  ai  Xpian  8c  wil  2  shar      luv? 
Ch  shud  bin  do  this  all  long  but  wher  ch  do  wat  sup- 
pos  2, do  betr  job  than  On  Fund 
vs  2=Jn  talk  Haptur  CI       i  2B  Ik  4ward  2; time  of 
no  siknes,di3eas,pain  etcjtime  of  etern  witn 

■ p  us  br "     sality  insted  dream  with  nex 
vs  3=(Head) ,this  keep  us  from  walk  clouds  3  Lie 

hav  feet  firm  plant  jroun  8c  realiz  here  mus  liv, 
work  Se,  labor  4  now; this  shud  sobr  up  St  kno  requir 
2  liv  cert  way  lik  Js^ure  as  He  pure  3  we  2B  lik  Hi 
(113  i  Indian  Fable  of  Crow  &.   Doves) 

How  _jut  us?  Can  0  selvs  as  Grows  of  worl  try  fit  in 
;h  Doves  of  Xpian  fam] 
son:;  of  oatan  in;:. 
jus  Lt1      -■-    . 


md  lik  same  gnttr  garbag  of  wor] 
dp  bout  others  2  £ rends, or  are  we  talking 
2  our  frend  Js  about  needs  of  thez  people? 

Juz  our  walk  appear  diff  from  thoz  around  usf 

.  we  stil  in  babit  of  visit  thoz  haunts  we  sb"d 
bav  long  abandoned  wen  we  came  2  Xp? 

iur  actions  thoz  of  1  who  luvs  Js  Xp? 
Or  H  we  stil  ll:  out  4-  old  #1  at  expens  of  others? 

This  wat  Jn  put  4-th  '!-  us  2  considr 

He  say,  "  jveryraan  kax  who  has  this  hope  in  him," 

mwaning  the  hope  of  being  Just  like  Js;  that  man, 

±-urifietb  himself  even  as  be,"  Jesus  Christ,  "Is 

pure." 

May  we  eithr  measure  up  to  this  stan     , 
tn::ctH  so  to  do. 

the   world  tfc    t   Blooc  v   IHian 

.v'ater,    as   evidenced  by  bavin j   the  blood   of  the   family 
of  dod  flowing  in  us. 


"Family  proverbs:  8  -  Blood  Is  Thicker  Than  .jater" 
ocripture  &  fext:  1  John  2: 28-5  J  3 

t  week  the  ortion  of  Scripture  we  used  spoke  about  the  apostacy  of  the 
Church.   „re  learned  of  those  who  were  once  in  the  church  and  who  were  now  on 
the  outside,   John  baa  given  ill  .  .:■'    '   idance  thus  far  for  e         r  of 
God'        .  But  now  in  this  portion  of  Scripture  he  makes  us  aware  odt  a 
rather  unique  relationship  which  ia  belongs  to  each  one  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Family,   oomeone  once  said,  "  .'lien  company  stays  too  long,  just  treat  them  1 
members  of  the  family  and  they'll  soon  leave."   Phis  may  be  true  in  our  human 
fare!      ationshipa  but  it  shouldn't  be  true  is  within  God's  Family*   In  fact 
just  the  opposite  should  be  tnue  and  that  Is,  those  outside  of  the  Family  of  God 
should  want  to  be  within  it  and  be  treated  as  a  member  of  the  fanily.   But  in 
order  for  us  to  see  this  as  God  intended,  let  us  look  at  what  John  has  to  say 
about  thids. 

rohn  begins  this  portion  of  Scripture  with  the  advice  of  abiding  in  Christ,  so 
that  when  He  comes  we  will  not  be  embarrassed  or  ashamed,  (xiead  vs  29).   This 
is  much  like  the  preparation  c  '.    cl  '  dren  before  certain  gasiiy  relatives  or 
guests  are  to  arrive,  riemfember?  "Now  you  be  sure  to  say  please  when  you  want 
something  passed  to  you.  ^member  to  say,  "Yes,  Uncle  Joe,  and  No  Uncle  Joe." 

all  John  is  preparing  us  £eo£  to  be  ready  at  all  times  for  the  arrival  of  Jesus 
Christ  into  our  midst  and  if  we  are  ready,  we  are  not  going  to  be  a  source  of 
embarrassment  to  Him,  or  to  ourselves. 

But  what  is  the  first  requirement  which  John  points  o^  t?   Ette  answer  is  found 
in  the  29th  verse,  (read).   It  is  righteousness.  How  rigtheousness  is  some- 
thing that  we  cannot  have  of  ourselves.   It  is  something  that  we  can  have  EHiy 
ifoEHHgk  as  a  gift  from  God.   It  is  not  something  we  can  earn,  or  merit,  or 
even  ieserve.   But  it  is  given  to  ug  by  God  as  a  free  gift.   This  righteousness 

ours  when  we  accept  Christ  as  our  ..javiour.   ..hen  we  at  one  point  in  our 
lives  say  yes  to  Jesus  that  we  accept  -^ira  into  our  hearts  and  lives,  then  we 

have  Kixxa:  are  made  righteous  before  God,  not  by  our  own  lives  or  deeds,  but 
by  the  very  righteousness  of  Jesus  Christ.   Today  we  celebrate  as  lieformation 
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.ay.  The  man  who  became  the  founder  of  the  Reformation,  Martin  Luther,  was 
5  of  the  most  devout  priests  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  But  God  revelaed 
to  him  that  it  wasn't  through  all  of  his  works  and  good  deeds  which  he  was  con- 
stantly striving  to  perform  to  ohtain  righteousness*  But  instead,  it  was  just 
as  Paul  had  written  in  Romans,  "The  just  shall  live  by  faith."   „'hen  God  im- 
pressed this  upon  him  so  that  he  was  moved  to  strive  to  correct  not  only  his 
life,  but  that  of  the  entire  church,  he  was  at  odds       he  church.   His  real 
intent  and  purpose  was  not  to  cause  a  split  in  the  church,  but  instead,  to  cor- 
rect a  problem  and  to  bring  the  church  and  its  people  in  closer  communion  with 
God  and  His  rford. 

:  points  out  twice  in  the^Rjth  verse  something  which  should  be  co- 
ledge  in  each  believers  life.   He  says,  "If  ye    -  hteous,  ye 
mow  that  evety  one  that  doesth  righteousness  us  born  ox  Him."   .'e  should  all 
know  first  of  all  that  Jod  is  righteouB,  and  fckaufc  because  we  know  this,  we  also 

.0'.:  thflt  every  one  striving  to  live  righteously  is  a  member  of  that  family. 
Born  into  HHfcx  it.   The  very  next  verse  points  out  this  birth  into  the  family, 
(read  xk  5:1).   God's  love  is  bestowed  upon  us  so  that  ae  can  be  called  the 
sons  of  God. 

Thw  erld  doesn't  know  this,  ans  doesn't  want  to  know  it.  But  also  the  worldly 
within  the  church  do  not  want  to  know  it  either,  A.  portion  of  the  Christian 
Church  today  wants  to  deny  all  of  this  and  amke  it  irrelevant  for  today.  It 
just  isn't  the  proper  thing  to  do  to  preach  abour  being  born  into  the  family 
of  God.  r,Vhat  we  need  to  do  my  brothers  and  sisters  as  some  preachers  are  ad- 
voacating  today,  is  to  preach  about  the  inhumanity  to  man  being  she  i  :he 
wor        .  -bout  ix  Lee  in  our  land,  and  political 

prisoners  and  all  of  these  social  causes.   ,.e  need  to  be  aware  of  them  and  no 
o-  e  would  ever  deny  this.   But  first  we  need  to  preach  Christ  to  people  and  get 
--hem  into  the  Family  of  God  before  they  really  ever  get  concerned  about  their 
fellowmen.   tfho  here  this  morning  really  cares  to  hear  about  the  starving  peo- 
ple of  the  world  unless  you  really  feel  a  need  and  a  burden  to  share  the  same,*, 
Christ  that  is  yours  with  them,  and  by  this  reach  out  with  money  to  buy  bread. 
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Who  is  really  concerned  about  a  lonely  sick  neighbor  except  a  person  who  is 

lling  to  love  in  the  name  of  Christ  because  He  first  loved  us?   ,/hy  do  we 

have  a  United  Fund  in  our  communities  across  our  land?   Because  not  everyone  is 

a  Christian  and  is  willing  to  share  what  they  have  in  the  name  of  Christ,   So  we 

form  community  efforts  to  reach  out  and  do  what  the  church  should  have  been 

doing  all  alons-       o  we  see  th  t  the  world  ioesn't  understand  the  Family  of 

,      ise  so  much  of  the  wor  """'"  of  the  family. 

There  is  a  real  reason  why  so  many  of  the  world  do  not  want  to  be  a  part  of  the 

Family  of  Sod,  and  I  want  to  come  back  to  this   little  later. 

John  at  this  point  is  pointing  out  that  we  cannot  know  nor  can  we  understa 

all  of  the  many  facets  of  what  will  take  place  with  the  second  coming  of  Christ. 

Cr  perhaps  we  should  say  the  Japuure  of  Church  which  is  to  take  place  before  the 

Cecond  Coming  of  Christ.   All  he  is        :  to  say  is  that  we  shall  be  like  Sim, 

and  we  shall  see  Him  as  He  is,  and  this  should  he  good  enough  for  everyone  who 

ally  is  a  member  of  the  Family.   This  i  which  all  believers  should 

look  forward  to  e      ,   scause  at  the  capture  of  the  Church,  all  believers 

will  be  removed  out  of  this  world  and  it  will  be  a  time  of  going  to  be  with  our 

oaviour.   It  will  be  a  time  of  the  enjoyment  of  eternity       -he  lord  in  which 

there  will  be  no  more  pain  or  sorrow,  no  suffering,  no  illness,  nor  anything 

causes 
that  we  have  which  ntaksx  this  life  to  be  one  of  anguish  and  turmoil  so  often. 

But  John  snaps  us  back  to  reality  with  the  next  verse.   He  writes,  "And  every 

man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him  purifieth  himself,  even  as  He  is  pure.11   Phis 

brings  us  back  to  the  realities  of  this  life.  This  is  to  keep  us  from  walking 

around  with  our  heads  in  the  clouds  1       for  that  so  often  mentioned,  'Hie 

in  the  sky,  by  and  by."  He  need  to  have  our  feet  firmly  planted  on  the  ground 

and  realize  that  it  is  here  on  this  earth  where  we  must  live  and  labor  for  now. 

^his  should  sober  us  up  to  the  fact  that  we  are  required  to  live  in  a  certain 

"way.   .e  know  that  Jesus  Christ  is  pure.   He  is  the  purest  of  the  pure,  and  we 

are  to  purify  ourselves  to  be  like  Him* 
(Illustration  of  Indian  fable) 


-■;- 
How  about  orselves?   Can  we  see  ourselves  as  perhaps  crows  of  the  world,  trying 
fit  in  with  the  doves  of  the  Christian  family?  Are  we  sons  of  Jatan  instead 
of  being  sons  of  God? 

Does  our  talk  reflect  that  we  are  in  conversation  with  God  and  Christ?  Or  does 
it  sound  like  the  same  gutter  garbage  of  the  world?  ^.re  we  gossipping  about 
others  to  onr  friends,  or  are  we  talking  to  our  txs.   friend  Jesus  about  the 
needs  of  these  people? 

Does  our  walk  appe        :      'om  those  around  us,  or  are  we  still  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  those  haunts  we  should  have  long  abandoned  when,  we  came  to 
Christ? 

Are  our  actions  those  of  one  who  loves  Jesus  Christ,  or  are  we  still  i&KX  look- 
ing out  for  old  number  one  at  the  expense  of  others? 

This  is  what  John  is  putting  forth  for  us  to  consider.  He  says,  "Everyman  who 
hath  this  hope  in  him,"  meaning  the  hope  of  being  .just  like  Jesusj  that  man, 

urigieth  himself,  even  -o. '  .    we  either  measure 

to  this  standard,  or  begin  today  to  seek  so  to  do. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Twenty-Fifth  Sunday  After  Pentecost  November  5,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Beth  Feder  and  Jeff  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude i    "Prelude  and  Fugue  In  E  minor"     Bach 
*Processional  Hymn  No.   21  "Joyful,  joyful,  we  adore  Thee" 
^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

•Confession  fin  Unison)  r10  God,  you  have  taught  us  to 
keep  all  your  heavenly  commandments  by  loving  you  and 
our  neighbors;  grant  us  the  spirit  of  peace  and  grace, 
that  we  may  be  both  devoted  to  yen  with  our  whole  heart 
and  untied  to  each  other  with  a  pure  will*   Forgive  us 
we  ask  In  Christ's  name.  Amen." 
*Kyrie 

^Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

♦Pastor:   0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•■People;   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Concerns,  Joys  and  Prayer  Requests 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:    "Adagio|H  Corelli 

Anthem;    "Father  of  Heaven"  Willan 

Sung  by  the  Chancel  Chair  and  Karen  Maloney 
Scripture:     I  John  3:4-9 
Sermon:   "Family  Proverbs:  9  -  One  Rotten  Apple  May 

Spoil  the  Bushel" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
**  ^sessional  Hymn  No.  368  "0  holy  war  those  servants  wage1' 

^nediction 
•Threefold  Amen 
I 


•Postlude     "Joyful,  Joyful"  Beethoven 

--------  Congregation  Standing  ------_ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Czzowitz  in  memory  of  Stanley 
Czzowitz,  Sr, 

5erving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Allen  Botacohi ,  Dan 
Bosko,  Robert  Knauer,  Charles  Penar, 

Deacon  and  Mrs.  Roy  Andrews  will  greet  the  Congregation 
at  the  door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Cheryl  Altemus 
and  Lori  Shearer. 
pMrs.  George  Seigfreid  (Ruth)  was  received  into  our 
Fellowship  by  Letter  of  Transfer  from  St,  John's 
United  Church  of  Christ  in  March  of  1978.  We  are 
happy  to  have  Mrs.  Seigfried.  Name  was  unfortunately 
missed  from  the  October  membership. 

Mon.  -  7:30  -   Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  meeting, 

Tuea.  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study  in  Undercroft 

Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 

Boys  BAsketball  sign-up  sheet  in  office  -  sign  now, 

Mr.  Harvey  Campbell  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation 
for  his  cards,  flowers,  prayers  and  especially  Rev, 
Link's  visits  and  prayers.   He  will  be  back  with  us 
as  soon  as  he  is  able. 
'Nov.  16  -  6:30  P.M.  -  Butler  Area  Laymen's  Dinner  at 
St.  John's  -  Evans  City.  Tickets  can  be  purchased 
from  J.  W.  Harmon  or  Chuck  Penar.   (Thurs.  -  Nov.  16) 

Mary  Lou  Davis  .and  Norma  Knauer  will  he  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  vjeek. 

The  Blt.t»  Ridge  Quartet  will  be  here  Dec.  11.   Make 
plans  now  to  be  here  at  the  Church  to  hear  them  -  they 
are  really  good. 

Please  be  seated  after  the  last  Hymn.    The  Congregation- 
al meeting  to  elect  Elders  and  Deacons,  The  new 
revision  to  the  constitution,  and  the  Budget  for  1979. 

Next  Sunday  is  Christian  Enlistment  Sunday  -  Please 

meet  at  the  front  of  the  Church  then. 
Flowers  are  needed  for  the  Altar  for  December  10th  and 

31st.   Let  Bea  know  if  you  would  like  to  have  either 

of  these  two  Sundays. 
M!he  Youth  Fellowship  -  Tonight  -  6-B.  They  will  be 

collecting  on  the  South  Side  for  Hemophilia  this 

coming  week  -  Nov ,  5  -  12th , 
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(  ne  Rotten  Apple  nay  Spoil  She  Bushel" 

1  J  hn  3:^-9 

In~today's  portion  of  Scripture,  Joan  is  poi      )ut  one  specific  tiling  and  one 
only.  He  has  tal  ked  about  this  before  and  he  continues  to  speak  of  it  through- 
all  of  this  letter.  Th  IN.   John's  reason  for  t".  i     i  first  of 
all  because  of  the  outside  influences  which  were  placing  doubts  in  the  hearts 

and  lives  of  believers.   ,:e  spoke  of  one  several  we  this  was  the  ."roup 

since 
known  as  Gnostics.   These  people  believed  that  the  body  and  soul  were  separate 

idn't  matter  what  you  did  with  the  body  because  it  didn't  affect  the  30  -. 
-afore,      ;ould  be  as  hey  chose,  and  there  was  no 

thine  as  sin  against  the  body.   So  it  is  that  John  goes  into  a  little  de- 
tail at  this  point  to  speak  about  s:  . 

3 IK  is  and   =    i    this  i..      .  4,  (read). 
is  a  transgressions  of  the  lav-.    i  t  was  the  law?   Je      ve  it  in  •: 
pp^ts:  uove  God  with  all  your  heart,  soul,  and  mind,  and  love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself.  Anyone  who  really   v  mts 

..  rill  lea'        (how  love  toward  his  neighbor,  because  to 

do  otherwise  is  to  not  love  God.   Thus,  sin  is  breaking  fellow  God 

But  John  points  out  in  vers  5,  (read),  that  Jesus  was  shown  by  God  to  take  away 
our  sin  and  to  cleanse  us,  but  also  to  Show  us  how  to  live  even  as  He  did.   Jesus 
was  and  is  always  our  example. 

Dhen  John  shows  us  KRafcagaix±gggx  -hy  ^11."  is.  .e  find  this  in  the  6th  verse, 
(read).   There  is  SIN  because  we  do  not  abide  in  Sim,  meaning  Jesus  Christ, 
If  we  take  this  life  seriously  enough  we  are  ;trive  to  be  like  Jesus. 

Tnat  '     i  entire  reason  for  his  exemplary  life,  to  give  us  the  pattern  by 
which  we  should  live  our  lives. 

John  is  also  pointing  out  that  we  can  see  and  guage  whether  we  are  living  as 
J  ~us  lived  in  the  next  verse,  (read  verse  ?).  In 
32  verse  23  we       Id,  "Be  sur 

It.      has  been  proven 
time     a  by  the  discovery  of  e  hsuly.   crime  which  the  perpetrator  of  did  his 


-2- 
best  to  hide. 

'ion   of  humorous  ex  1  storie 

:  ■  of  the  examples  which  we  could  point  he  to. 
3ut  John  also  imparts  to  us  Where  oil.  co::ie3  :rpj.  ./e  see  this  in  verseH,  (read). 
It  comes  from  the  devil.   .,'e  live  In  a  world  today  that  wants  to  believe  that  It 

bicated  to  believe  in  such  a  being.  But  i  '       in  true  to  the 
study  of  scripture  we  not  only  know  that  he  exists,  but  when  we  acknowledge  this 
we  are  in  a  position  to  ward  him  off  just  as  Jesus  was*   ah  old  Salvation  Army 
hymn  says,  "The  Devil  and  me,  we  don't  agree;   I  hate  him;  and  he  hates  me#" 

t  John  is  saying  in  this  verse  is  that  "He  w      ctices  sin,  is  of  the  devilU 
I  in  this  light  then  it  helps  us  to  ex  lich  arise; 

rse.   (Head  v      ).  this  verse 

it  would  appear  that  John  is  saying  that  those  born  within  the  Family  of  G-od 
do  not  commit  sin.  This  is  not  so.  What  he      :"ing  is  that  those  who  are 
l^.n  into  the     Ly  of  G-od  do  not  "Practice"  sin.   They  strive  to  avoid  it.   It 
is  not  a  c<       notice  or  course  of  his  life.   In  it<   ,  he  is  striving  to  live 

'  hteously.  ILe   will  still  commit  sins,  but  he  does  not  willing!         to  do 
so. 

(Illustration  business  man,  blocks,  and  picture  of  man) 

This  is  exactl"  what  John  is  saying  in  this  Scripture.  Ihe  patternn  for  our 
lives  is  Jesus  Christ,  Ln  to  live  ri         ,  the  picture  begins 

to  take  shape  an"        .'ill  see  Jesus  Christ  pictured  in  our  lives. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Christian  Enlistment  Sundlay        November  12,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Sharon  Pfabe  and  David  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:        "Psalm  19"  Marcello 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  43  "When  morning  gilds  the  skies" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Our  Father,  we  seek  your  help. 
We  are  powerless  without  you.  We  thank  you  for  home  and 
family,  but  we  know  that  even  in  this  realm  we  are  not 
quite  what  we  should  he.   We  are  cross  at  times  and  we 
treat  others  of  our  families  badly.   We  know  that  we 
should  be  loving,  but  too  often  we  are  hateful.  Our 
list  could  go  on  and  on,  but  you  know  what  we  are  and 
what  we  have  done.   So  we  earnestly  pray  that  you  will 
forgive  us,  for  we  ask  it  in  Jesus1  name.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  prais 
•Doxology 

Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Concerns,  Joys  and  Prayer  Requests 
Solo:   "The  Voice  in  the  Wilderness"  Scott 
Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:    "The  Faithful  Shepherd 
Anthem:     "Go  Not  Far"  Zingarelli 

Chancel  Choir 
Scripture:       I  John  3:10-24 
Sermon:     "Family  Proverbs: 

10  -  Hake  The  Taste  Test" 
Pi  ^yer  an*" 


Von 
Maloney 


Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

•Recessional  Hymn  No.  440  "God  of  our  fathers" 
•Benediction 
•Threefold  Amen 
•Postlude:    "Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God" 

_ *Congregation  Standing 

The  lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Guy  Wiles  in  memory  of  her  "Husband"  Cuy  E.  Wiles. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Wally  FEder,  John  Snow, 

Steve  AVarga  and  Gottlob  Kradel. 
Elder  and  Mrs,  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congregation 
and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Barb  Andrews 

and  Kelly  Shakely. 
Tonight  -  6-8  -  Youth  Fellowship 
j^-Tvo  members  from  the  Congregation  have  express  a  desire 
to  be  an  Elder,  -  Mrs,  Mildred  Diefenderfer  and 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Tait.   They  will  be  voted  on  on  Nov.  26 
after  the  morning  service.  Nominations  may  also  be 
given  from  the  floor  with  that  persons  permission. 
Wed.  -  7:0O  -  Chancel  Choir 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  Golden  Circle  will  be  having  their  craft 

night. 
Thurs.  -  10:30  -  Mary  Martha  Circle.   Bring  a  sack 
lunch.  Dessert  and  Drink  will  be  furnished.  Also 
bring  scissors  and  glue. 
^Hospitalized  -  Mr.  Wilmer  Pfabe 
^>"Next  Sunday  -  Thankoffering  Sunday  -  Please  use  the 

blue  envelopes  in  your  offering  boxes.  Envelopes  were 
mailed  to  you  because  I  forgot  the  blue  ones  were  in 
your  boxes.   If  you  do  use  the  ones  sent  in  the  mail 
please  put  your  name  of  It,  The  money  will  be  sent  to 
the  American  Indians. 
Dick  Mangel  and  Steve  Vargo  will  be  visiting  the  hospital 
this  week. 
^>A11  Under  Shepherds  will  meet  in  the  front  of  the  Church 

after  the  Service  to  get  their  material.  ^w*W  C**/v  Jf 
Please  get  your  comiaiti+jnt  cards  back  as  quickly  as  ^£fcwj& 


possible. 

The  attendance  on  Oct.  29  was  182i  last  Sunday  192. 
-Monday  -  13  -  7:00  -  Board  of  Christian  Education 
Our  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Lois  Wogan,  family  and 
friends  in  the  passing  of  Hr.  Earl  Wogan. 


****. 
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spend  time   G's   hous  STlfig.  jfjmf /****? 

(Illus,  Jay  ..     lis   quota;    _^/MW*f**r    *l%&*a?  *Wt  ftkfi 


,   perty,luv  of  child, dr  bills  etc 
(Illus  t.H.        demands  on  time,mone  . 

I  ■-  11  b        ,  ish  cud  do 
otarwise 
But  no  need  23,  2day  str       .  \   brite 

i .-  in  which  can  correc  *t  rt  G 

need  te  7  C  if  folo  G's  recipe 

4   c   livs. 


"Family  Proverbs:  10  -  Hake  The  Taste 

Scripture  &  Text:  1  John  3-10-24- 

(  lustration  of  newlyweds  eating  the  first  cake  she  ba  :ed. 
^fle:  There  is  something  wro  >.   dear. 

::  That  shows  how  much  tut  it.      cc  its  delicious) 

i  this  we  can  see  that  it  is  evident  the  "Taste  the  hus- 

sort  of 
band  and  showed  different  results  than  the  cookbook  told  of.  This  is  as 


what  John  is  speaking  about  in  our  .jcripture  fox-      .   John  is  setting  forth 
the  fact  that  there  should  be  visible  proof  in  the  life  of  the  believer.   In 
order  to  show  this  in  Its  proper  order  I  would  like  to  reverse  the  ordinary 
sequence  in  which  it  is  written.   I  want  to  do  this  because  I  believe  that  God's 
plan  supercedes  that  of  nan  and  therefore  we  should  loo"  at  what  God  has  done 
before  ws  consider  what  man  should  and  must  do. 

■  just  suppose  that  you  were  ;oing  to  make  a  cake  or  a  pie  this  morning.  The 
first  thine;  you  would  do  would  be  to  get  on"t  your  handy-dandy  trusty  Betty 
Corker  cookbook  and  look  in  the  index  for  difforent  kinds  of  cakes  and  pies. 
V_i  select  the  one  you  wish  to  make  and  turn  to  the  proper  page  and  the  first 
thing  you  will  encounter  is  a  list  of       jredients.   2y>us  particular  pie  or 
cake  has  been  tested  borough  trial  and  error.   Therefore,  it  i  ;  safe  to  put  it 
together  as  given  and  the  results  should  give  proof  of  this.   This  is  what  John 
is  saying  not  only  about  the  life  of  the  bell     ,     about  what  G       ".one 
and  will  do  ?or  that  person. 

He  tells  us  in  verses  22  and  2§  that  God's  proof  ofi  His  love  is  first  of  all 
revelaed  in  Jesus  Christ  in  whose  footsteps  we  are  to  follow.   But  it  also  given 
in  the  evidence  of  the  Holy  opirit  working  in  our  lives  if  we  are  striving  to 
live  and  act  as  5od  intends.  The  proof  of  the  believers  relationship  in  God's 
Family  I  lived. 

■gHH  E  Hff  *  k  *  fefr  *  m.gy**wjrrfwinryrptrim1tx  x  awtnrfcg 

ave  the  recipe  before  us  and  we  know  just  exactly  what  we  should  do  to 

:e  it  come  out  right,  but  we  decide  that  there  are  going  to 

do  "My  way,"  we  would  soon  find  the  proof  that  this  is  wrong.  Perhaps  we  would 

new  husband 
be  like  the  xxiinw  who  said  to  his  wife  after  ehxxkx  ite  of  the  cake, 


_g_ 

t'H  wro  ,  Lnd  of  gritty.  ' jd, 

.:     iiess  I  didn't  get  them  ground  up  fine 
enough.." 

The  recipe  must  be  followed  exactly-  or  it  won't  turn  out  right,   rfe  cannot  b 
it  longer  at  a  lower  temperature,  or  shorter  at  a  higher  temperature,  or  tal 
shortcuts  and  expect  the  right  results.   3*his  is  what  John  is  saying  in  the  10th 
to  the  16th  verses.   Here  is  the  message  of  love  among  HHXxixHXhKEXx  the  brethren 
The  examples  of  Cain  and  -tbel  are  given  and  also  the  example  of  God.   The  real 
proof  of  that  love  is  whether  we  would  be  willing  to  die  for  someone  else.   This 
doesn't  mean  that  this  is  what  we  must  do,  but  it  shows  us  that  if  we  truly  love 
as  God  wants  us  to  love,  we  would  be  willing  to  sacrifice  this  life  if  need  be 
on  behalf  of  another.  But  again  this  is  following  the  recipe  which  God  set 
forth  in  the  1:       person  of  Jesus  Cfcri  t. 

the  fir.       '  i        11  of  this  is  t 

■■  -■         -  '  ?'s  house) 

I         ■  the  ingredient         it  ;ed. 
If  we  left  out  sugar,  it  •■■•       sour  and  tart.   If  some   '  imitted 

juld  effect  the  taste  in  another  way.   Or  if  we  were  to  skimp  on  some  of 
the  :     Lents  it  would  taste  ye    -       :y.  This  is  wl      a  is  pointing 
out  in  this  third  portion  of  this  Scripture,  verse  17-21. 
The  golden  text  from  this  portion  of  Scripture  is  the  18th  verse,     here 
act-,.  ■  place.   Mai  to  be  Christians  but  the  very 

liv        -        ,  the  lie  to  this.  Jesus  said,  "By  their  fruits  ye  shall 
know  them."   John  is  saying  here  that  if  you  call  yourself  one  of  His  children, 
then  your  lives  are       to  reflect  that  all  of  the  ingredients  are  in  place 
and  you  have  come  forth  from  God's  oven  as  a  produce      can  stand  the  "Taste 

Test." 

believe  that  all  of  us  know  people  about  whom  it  is  said,    ■  is  really  a  ni 
-  but."     ,                       :  but."   -   'but"  in  that  part- 
us that  som  -     "  '     't  life,  or  that  life  is 
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not  being  lived  as  it  should.   In  other  words,  that  person  is  not  3  complete 

kstian.   -he  ingredients  that  G-od  wants  us  to  have  in  our  livesaren't  that 
many  that  we  cannot  live  up  to  them. 

Fir   ,    I  wants  us  to  know  the  I       us  Christ.   This  means  He  should  be  our 
own      1  lal  saviour.   Phe  one  who  suffered  and  died  for  me  personally,  and  then 
I  can  begin  to  take  this  sacrifice  seriously  in  my  life. 

Second,  God  wants  us  to  begin  living  in  the  right  we  .    is  means  we  begin  to 
read      rd.       Lit   •  1  on  it,  and  to  di  est  it  in  a  way  in  which  Hd   Holy 
Spirit  can  wo       be  active  in  our  lives.   ".        that  we  begin  to  converse 
with  God  frww  through  prayer,  and  talk  to  Him  as  we  would  an  old  '  '  .  .  . 
But  then  thirdly,  this  me      3  become  active  in  His  Church.   It  is  here  that 
we  join  with  others  who  are  t  "  seriously.  But  it  also 

means  that  this  walk  become  a  true  reflection  of  all  tl      3  wants  from  us. 
It  is  throu        lurch  that  we  show  our  gratitude  for  what  lie  has  done  fioe  us 

- iving  to  Him  t      ich  is  righfully  His.   This  means  we  use  not  only  some 
of  ikxrfc&SK  our  time  to  do  His  work,  but  that  we  use  whatever  abilities  He  has 
given  us  as  well.  But  along  with  this  we  use  whatever  __e  has  blessed  us  with  in 
the  monetary  realm  too. 

loo  many  people  are  willing  to  give  some  of  their  time,  to  share  some  of  their 
talents,  but  are  unwilling  to  give  Him  of  the  money  He  has  blessed  them  with. 
It  must  be  all  3,  and  cannot  be  just  one  or  two.  You  cannot  continue  to  cheat 
and  steal  from  God  and  expect  to  get  away  with  it.   It  you  in 

one  way  or  another  and  ©ach  of  us       lake  the  choice  of  what  direction  this 
is  going  to  go.   Phis  means  that  we      0  get  our  priorities  ■'      -  and  begi 
to  live  by  them.   It  means  tl     viting  and  fishing,  and  c:      ,  and  parties, 
and  clubs,  and  all  other  things  begin  to  take  second  place  to  the  things  of  God. 
It  means  that  we  get  to  work  in  the  choir,  in  the  Sundi      ool,  in  the  kitchen, 

-,  ..:  r  wherever  we  have  talents  t      .-  can  use  for  God.   It  means 
that       in  to  ex  increase  our  giviu      11         -eached  the  requir 
wlii¥h  God  demands  from  each  of  us.   To  otherwise  in  any  of  these  categories  is 
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to  cheat  and  rob  God  of  what  is  rightfull;   i  .  I  read  a  quote  recently  which 
T  ould  like  to  share  with  ich  each,  of  needs  to        dously. 

Dr,  Jay  .-idams  says  in  his  Boo.:,  "Competent  Po  CQunsel,"  bhis  r<     ,       ill 
discipline  all  of  His  children,  either  throu  li  the  iiscipline  of  gywYttHHtrtei 

■the    .-",-■'  ,  the  discipline  of  providentail 

pressures,  like  the  pressure  of  persecution  or  sickness,"   r^is  means  simply  in- 
terpretated  in  the  language  of  a  layman,  "If  you  choose  to  cheat  God  out  of  the 
time,  or  abilities,  or  money  that  you  should  be  giving  to  Him,  then  you  will  pay 
it  out  in  loss  of  work,  property,  love  of  children,  doctor  bills  and  so  on." 
This  isn't  the  threat  of  me  or  any  other  minister.     is  God  speaking  to  us 
through  His  Word  and  is  His  recipe  for  our  lives. 
(Illustration  of  ...  -.   ord,  and  demands  on  his  tine  and  money) 
There  may  well  come  a  ti  all  loo]  say  I  wi       lid 

have  done  otherwise.  need  not  be  the  end  result  for  us.   Today  is 

'  re  us,  tomorrow  beckons  bright  and  shiny  in  which  we  have  the 
,-rtunity  to  correct  the  mistakes  of  - 

t, 
11* 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHUBCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Twenty-Eighth  Sunday  After  Pentecost   November  26,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C,  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Sharon  Pfabe  and  David  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:    "Praise  to  the  Lord  thee  Almighty"  p.  Manz 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  9  "Ye  watchers  and  ye  holy  ones" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "O  Father,  giver  of  auch  bounty 
as  we  see  each  harvest  time,  we  know  we  are  not  worthy 
to  father  the  crumbs  from  under  ycur  table;  yet,  out  of 
your  great  love  and  mercy,  you  have  not  only  bestowed 
this  material  abundance,  but  beyond  all  our  deserving 
have  given  us  a  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.   Help  us  to 
believe,  and  believing  to  accept;  and  accepting,  help 
us  to  act.  Your  will,  not  ours  be  done.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxology 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Concerns,  Joys  and  Prayer  Requests 
Solo:  "You'll  Never  Walk  Alone"  Rogers  -  Hammerstein 

Sung  by  Howdy  Bolam 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory       "Hyfrydol"         Paul  Mans 
Anthem:      "Thanks  Be  to  Thee"  Handel 

Scripture:      1  John  4:1-6 

Sermon;    "FAMILY  PROVEKBS:  11  -  One  or  the  Other" 
4  f  yer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•Kecessior  "".  Hymn  No.  12   "For  the  beauty  of  the  earth" 


Kremser 


•Benediction 

•Threefold  Amen 

•Postlude:     "Prayer  of  Thanksgiving" 

■ Congregation  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Ann  Williams  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Art  Carney  and  Gary  Pemar 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Richard  Mangel  will  greet  the 

Congregation  and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Urs.  Karen  Vensel 

and  Dodie  Kradel . 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  188 
5-Jtospitalized  -  David  Steffler,  Jr. 
j*- Today  -  3:00  -  Advent  wreath  making  and  good  fellowship. 

Homemade  soup  for  supper.  sfCOBl8 

"^- There  will  be  a  short  meeting  after  the  Service  for 

the  purpose  of  electing  an  Elder. 
Monday  -  7:00  -  Teachers  Meeting  -  Important 
Year-round  boxes  are  available  in  the  Narthex  for  those 

of  you  who  would  like  to  keep  your  thankoffering  this 

way.  Additional  ones  are  in  the  office  if  you  would 

like  to  have  them.  Report  on  the  money  next  week  - 

that  was  taken  in  for  the  Indians. 
There  ras  $3,00  in  someones  Program  of  Progress  envelope 

last  week  with  no  name  on  it  -  please  let  Lois  Wogan 

know  if  it  was  yours. 
Bill  Thompson  will  be  visiting  at  the  hospital  this 

week. 
Tonight  -  6-8  -  Youth  Fellowship  Meeting 
Under  Shepherds  please  get  your  material  back  as  soon 

as  possible  so  it  can  be  checked  off.  This  is  very 

important  in  the  work  of  our  church. 
The  Poinsetta's  will  be  $5.00  this  year.  Please  fill 

out  the  form  being  passed  this  morning  so  that  we  can 

be  sure  of  getting  our  Poinsetta's. 
^■Tuesday  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study  -  Everyone  is  welcome. 
There  will  be  a  Jr.  Basketball  sheet, to  sign-up  in/ 

in  the  Office  if  you  are  interested. j:.'3Sted 

^The  Blue  Ridge  Quartet  will  be  here  December  llthr^UTO  in 

at  7:30  P.M.  This  is  a  very  good  Quartet  -  don't\^^ 

miss  them.  ^*^ 
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"ffamlly  j.  roveros : 

i  Scripture:  1       :1- 

Jepression  &  radio, nu  songs  Si  Littl  bir  Echo 

'R  A  NIC  :  .       ' 

iiaturl  voic  in  son"  is  own  voictHow  m      .em? 
as  me? 

it  in  .jcrip  2many  voice  call  2us  in  lif 
1st=own  voic  '.  lef  2own  voic  do  thing  we  want  Sc  this 

ocuz  furthr  or  pleas  selves  1st.  Lsh 

2nd=voic  of  worl     :   voic  direc  us  2  do  things 
no  demand  on  lis, jus  en,joy  85  nlesur 
jjastly=voic  of  G  &  this  voic  demand  from  us  a  comit- 
ment  which  contrary  2all  other  voices 

Jn  giv  war;  1 

n   jiv  wat  rean  then  test«2b 

terrain  this  4-self  ?  only  rd 

is   10:17  =  ..  . 

orttbut  this  hear  mus  B  test  by  actual 
G's     =J  '    biv  ^serious  Xpian  devot  time  ea  day 

2  read  G  ./ord:canno  gro  fait  do  this 

itec  rite/wrong?  Criteria=IIis  E    -   ble 
Jn  say  2try  Spirits=mean  check  doctrin  &.   if  doctrin 
stan  4th  declar  Js  Xp  came  in  flesh=it  of  d-,   if  not 
then  another  spirit 
(Illus  Gayana  and  fals  cult  lev.  Jones  &  if  ask  3m 

But  alway  alur    ntic  present  comfort  mesag  &  music 
&  material  comfort-  ,   i        -art  their  doctrin 

25hmr  t      0  unhap  Bum  thi  in  morn 

Wat  hav  herd     il  continu  2hear  is  Js  Xp"G  flesh, 
bj"  '■   Lrgin,  Savior  of  worl, died  4-U  &  me,bodly  ro   , 
wia.  cum  agin 

continu  2preach  aalv  thru  gaith  not  works  Ss  if 
contrary  2wat  U  want  2Belie  ,  jv,U  may  B 

wro.  i 
preachr  task  2fold=Jomf  aflicted  i.  aflict  comfortble 

:-3vr  Ur  categor;  ,    al  endeavr  2  comf     . "Lict 
Try  3pirits:H  they  of  G,or  oatan?  Need  2bgin  tak  stai 
(Illus  Mormonsfnice  yng  men=         lev  Js  "Xp 

Jehov  .,"itnes=my  niecsa 
Jn  pt  this  out  7s   5s  --■''  '  >   then  comf  4us= .      >iad 
n  Js  liv  in  us  we  strongrtmitier  than  fore  evil 
Vss  '    >=  orldly  peop  &  voices, mus  chooz  1  or  oi 

out  1  dor  .:!":■=  E  Sp»thoz  no  underst  put  dwn  js 
Xp  acptnee  as  emotinal  trip, fanatic'         no  peac 
;ay,thoz  in  dam  G  kno  Spirit  of  Iruth  So  error=S 
irl, mother  Japs  .;  :   J. 
can  .r       .  :hooz  wl  i 

G  or      - 


:  11  -  One       Other" 

ocripture  and     I :  1  John  4:1-6 

D-  'ing  the  depression,  because  of  the  complete  shutdown  of  so  many  things,  one 
entertainments  for  almost  everyone  to  enjoy  was  the  radio. 
i   listening  audiences  tuned  into  this  media,  30113  writi 
perhaps  more  prolific  at  that  tine  than  at  any  other.   People  were  :: 

of  all  '  '     :.nd  it  helped  to  ea  , 

jy,  time.   S  52  and  1  .' 

a  sot  icl    Id  of  a  fellow  cal"     .cross  a  place  where  an  echo 

was  created.   The  fellow  invited  the  other  fellow,  (the  eaEho),   ?  c     lay. 
.  concluding  words  of  thai      were,  "You're  a  nice  little  fellow  I  can  tell 
our  voice,  hut  xhh±±k  you're  always  so  far  away."  yf   you  can  re- 

member it?  I  see  there  are  some  of  you  as  old  as  me. 

Ihe"nice  little  fellow"  which  could  be  d  voice,  was  fcta  naturally 

xk±  individual  calling  acre         "-ley  or  ■     .   -.'       it  John 
us  in  this  Scripture  for  today.   He  :  to  us  t      .re  are 

diff      voices      heard  a       .    .  .t  there  is  our  own  voice.        mer 
voice  which  we  all  possess  tells  us  to     any  thin   .  left  to 

do  the  bhin  us,  -      6£  base.   The  reason 

of  course  is  that  our  inner  voice  tells  us  to  do  those  things  which  please  and 
further  our  own  desires  and      :.  Our  inner  voices  direct  us  to  pursue  our 
own  pleasure  and  neglect  the  no         uats  of  others.   It  is  strictly  a  sel- 
fish voice.   -hen  Jol      its  out  that  there  is  the  voice  of  the  world, 
voice  also  directs  us  to  do  tV  are  easy  aj     land  not:      'om 

us  except  our  own  en      b  and  pleasure.  And  lastly,  John  points  out  that  there 
Is  the  voice  of  God.   This  voice  calls  us,  and  demands  from  us  a  commitment 
which  is  contrary  to  aixxsf  the  sifcsr.  voices  of  ourselves  and  the  world. 
John  begins  this  discourse  by  giving  a  warning,  verse  1,  (rend).   T^en  he  be- 

■  what  the  real  test  consists  of,  verse2a,  (read).   The  test  is: 
verse  2b,  (read),  i.'ow  how  would  you  determine  this  for  yourself ~t      There  is  only 
one      :id  that  Is  through  God's  Word.   Paul  tells  us  in  Romans  10:17,  "Jo  then 
faith  come"  ,  L." 


-.J- 

is  pointing  out  that  the  hearing  of  the  ,.'ord  is  vary  important.   But  this 
■  he  tested  by  the  actual  ./ord  of  Sod.   Ihis  is  why  it  is  imperative 
that  av3""jrone  who  is  serious  about  being  a  2  ian  and  who  want  3  to  be  within 

lily,  devote  some  time  each  day  to  the  readin       V  .    1  cannot 

grow  In  the  faith  unless      rstemati  into  oui 

aore  im         ,  how  can  you  detect  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong?   _'he 
only  criteria       re  is  what  Sod  tells  us  through  the  pages  of  .lid  -^oo1:, 
Bible. 

n  says  to  try  the  spiri:  .     this  he  means  to  inquire  of  those  who  present 
nt  doctrines,  just  what  that  doctrine  bays  and  beliwves.   If  that  doctrine 
can       orth  an     1  :h,  it  is  of  Sod. 

If  not,  1  . 

-  ,  -"on  the 

fl^_>gedy  of  a  "roup  of  people  who  were  led  astray  by  a  false  doctrine,  and  fal. 
spirit.      '"hose  people  questioned  from  the  be      ;   whether  what  they  were 
being  led  to  believe      f  Sod  or  of  Satan,  msny  of  them  perhaps  would  still  be 

.ve.  But  you  see,  it  is  always  so  alluring  and  enticing  to  have  not  only  nice 
comf rotable  messages  and  music,  but  it  also  tempting  and  alluring  to  be  promised 
material  comforts  and  pleasures,  which  I  am  sure  was  a  part  of  their  doctrine. 

?e  are  those  who  have  been  unhappy  with  some  of  the  things  they  have  heard 
here  on  ->unday  morning.   But  what  you  have  heard  and  will  continue  to  hear 
that  Jesus  Christ  was  God  in  the  flesh,  and  that  lie  was  born  of  a  virgin,  that 
lie  came  as  the  Saviour  b±   for  the  world,  t        Lied  as  the  sacrifice  for  you 
and  ,  that  ascer  ind 

1  .  iiihres 

s'wcixx       jryyOTtx»»yYfe»yr» vfefaa  ywraur      ill  continue  to  preac"         7  at  ion 
is  through  the  personal  acceptance  of  Jesus  -       3  JE|viour  and  salvation  is 
through  faith  and  not    rks.  Now      Ls  Is  contrary  to  what  you  may  believe 
then  I  suggset  that  perhaps  you      :  in  the  wrong  con     ~'   .   he  task  of  the 


pre;.     is  twofold  as  I  see  it.   First,  it  is  to  comfort  the  afflicted,   second, 
i-1        rflict  the  comfortable.   fa  bever  category  you  may  be  in,  I  shall  en- 
vor  to  comfort  and  afflict. 

-  the  Spirits,  are  they  of  Sod,  or  are  they  of  Satan?   ..a  need  to  begin  to 
take  our  stand  in  the  world  in  which  we  live.   There  are  many  people  who  come  to 

1  me  how  nice  a  witness  the  your   I   ion  men  -  ound  on 

your  door  or  ring  your  doorbell.   But  the       t  t  :■:."   h  ■; 

hat  tl      '  dst.  1  " 

„'ord  tells  us  about   L  ,  then  they  are  of  Satan.   Jo  t     i  ::h  the 
Jehovah's  ,,'itnesses  and  see  what  happens.   I  kx±xscaribx2  have  a  niece  who  was  in- 
doctrinated into      hovah's  Witnesses.   3he  came  bac         'igon  with  the 
s  purpose  of  converting  me  to  their  side,   ^he  was  unable  to  do  so,  and 
because  of  her  frustration  with:  ion  she  had  an  an      1  collapse. 

she  tried  to  get  out  of  that  organizatd        ras  brainwashed  repeatedly  be- 
c  ce  they  knew  when  she  found  out  the  truth  dhe  could  no  longer  be  one  of  them. 
Id  y0U       '  .  nizatio:  ieve  a 

cannot  be  of  lod. 
John  ±feEn  points  out  this  very  thing  in  the  next  varse,  (verse  3,  read). 

..:re  are  numerous  ^nti-Ghris-;:         :orld  to      ;t  as  there  have  been  ever 
ist  xx  ascended  into  heaven  foil      Sis  resurrection.   But  the 
one  thing  we  can  and  should  take  comfort  in  '     b  John  tells  us  concerning  the 
anti-el      of  the  world  s        Ln  verse  4,  (read),   xkxhx  He  is  saying  that 
Jesus  Christ  has  voercome  -jatan  and  his  forces  by  conquering  the  power  of  sin  and 
death.   Therefore,  when  Jesus  Christ  lives  an^  resides  in  our  hearts  and  lives 
we  have  power  xtxangwE  much  stronger  and  mightier  than  all  the  forces  of  evil 
in  the  world. 

>se  who  are  of  the  world,  speak  and  act  like  the  world,  and  the  worldly  people 
j^^low  them  and  their  voices,  as  John  says  in  v.      .   But  we  need  to  under- 
hand that  we  must  choose  between  the  world  and  uod.   It  must  be  one  or  the 
other.   It  cannot  be  both.   John  tells  us  in  the  last  verse  of  our  Scripture 


-4- 

that  those  who  are  of  G-od  hear  us  and  hnow  us,  but  those  who  are  of  the 

lot  hear  and         because  they  are  not  of  Sod.    u"   lint  this  out  more 
distinctly  in  hia  letter  to  jib  in  the  2nd  chapter  and  the  14-th 

ver   ,      ,.       i   Where  we  can  understand  more  fully  "of 

God  is  aa  compare  it  of  ^atan.   God's  Holy  Spirit  comes  to  reside  in 

our  hearts  and  lives  when  we  accept  Christ  as  our  Saviour.     i  i  there  to  in— 
nd  to  mov  i  '        Lth.  It  i 

e  can  then    3   to  understand  the  spiritual 
.   But  those  who  will  laugh  and  put  down  the  acceptance  of  Christ  as  being 
an  emotional  trip  or  something  that  is  fanatical,  cannot  underst  i    te  peace  and 
joy  and  comfort  which  can  be  had  from  thi  .   TierefoBe,  as  John  say-,  those  who 
are  in  the  -i.    '   .         now  the  opi  '     bruth,  aa  well  as  the  spirit  of  error 
(111  "   '   i       >     Japan        Lers       Id  War  II} 

'.■■/id  ex8         hat  be]    '       :od  can  mean.  4hS  ,,'e  may  never  n- 
c-.    .iter  a  situation  like  this.   .,    re  need  to  know  that  if  we  have  chosen  to 
hava  th  xJ  within  us,  then  we  can  and  will  be  kxiEfcxxxfejcfcKsaixitex 

IsacmxJBibcfctexKSXiDt  ;;iven  the      Lgth  we  need  for  each  trail  b;         elf  thr 
His  Holy  spirit.   But  we  need  to  choose  which  spirit  it  will  be.   It  must  be 
wither  the  spirit  of  this,  which  is  Gatan,  or  it  must  be  the  Spirit  of  Sod.   It 
must         r  rhe  Other." 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday  in  Advent  December  3,  1978 

The  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs,  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Helen  Hilliard  and  Tim  Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 

Prelude     "Watchman,  Tell  us  of  the  Night"  - 
by  Hovhaness  Lloyd  Link  -  lenar 

Processional  Hymn  No,  89  "Come,  Thou  long  expected  Jesus: 

♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*Call  to  Worship  -  "O  Come,  0  Come  Emmanuel"  -  Pg.  88 
•Confession  -  (In  Unison)  "Our  Heavenly  Father,  our  spirits 

turn  at  this  season  not  only  to  the  coming  of  thy  5on 

into  history  in  the  form  of  a  babe,  but  also  to  thy  coming 

in  thy  spirit.  We  beseech  thee,  0  Lord,  to  pour  thy  spirit 

upon  all  who  walk  in  darkness.  Grant  thy  power  to  the  weak; 

thy  love  to  those  who  hate;  and  thy  peace  to  those  who 

know  only  the  ugliness  of  strife, struggle, and  turmoil. 

If  It  be  thy  will,  make  us  instruments  of  thy  power  and 

love  and  peace  for  those  who  know  thee  not.   Hear  us  as 

we  pray,  in  Jesus1  name.  Amen" 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 
•Doxology 

Lighting  of  The  Advent  Wreath 

Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 

Announcements 

Concerns,  Joys  and  Prayer  Requests 

Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 

Offering 

Offertory  "Baroque   Suite1"  Von  Spee 

Anthem  "Seek  Ye  the  Lord"  Roberts 

Nanoy  Link  and  the  Chancel  Choir 

Scripture:  1  John  4:7-21 

Sermon:  "FAMILY  PROVERBS;      12   -  LOVE   IQUH   BROTHER" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•Recessional  Hymn    95        "On  Jordan's  bank  the  Baptist's  cry" 
*"    ->ediction  and  Response  -       "Rejoice,   Rejoice"     Pg  88 
*■ -etlude  "Improvisation" 

J 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  Howard  Jaillet  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as.  Ushers  today  are  *Allen  Botacchi,  Dan  Bosko, 

Robert  Knauer  and  Charles  Penar. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gottlob  Kradel  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Sandy  Sheppeck, 

Marci  Sheppeck  and  Dodi  Kradel . 
Tonight  -  6-8-  Youth  Fellowship 
Monday  -  6:00  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  Christmas 

Tureen  Dinner.   Meat  and  Dessert  will  be  furnished. 
Wed,  -  7:30  -  Council  Meeting 
Wed.  -  G:30  -  Chancel  Choir 
Wed.  -  SeOG  -  Youth  Choir 
Thurs.  the  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please  have 

all  material  in  by  Wednesday* 
The  Family  Christmas  Program  will  be  Dec,  17th  at 

7;Q0  P.M*  (Sponsored  by  Board  of  Christian  Education} 
Holy  Communion  will  be  on  Dec.  17  -  (Pew) 
Holy  Communion  -  Christmas  Eve  -  11:00  P,M* 
.The  Blue  Ridge  Quartet  will  he  here  on  December  11  - 

Monday  Evening  at  7:30  P.M.   You  won't  want  to  miss 

them  -  they  are  really  good, 
I  still  need  a  lot  of  packets  back  from  the  Under 

Shepherds  -  please  get  them  hack  so  the  list  can  be 

made  up  for  the  year  book. 
Bob  Dellen  and  Harry  Fry  will  be  visiting  the  hospital 

this  week. 
Every  Tuesday  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study 
The  Flower  chart  for  Poinsetta's  was  passed  around 

last  week  -  If  you  would  like  to  have  a  poinsetta 

for  the  Chancel  please  sign  up  in  the  office. 
Jr.  Basketball  sign-up  sheet  in  the  office  for  those 

interested. 
We  took  in  a  total  of  $393.83  for  the  Family  Thank - 

Offer ting  to  be  given  to  the  American  Indians, 
we  took  in  $70.  for  Rev.  Cooper's  retirement,  and  there 

was  $70.  received  from  the  rest  of  the  Butler  Council 

of  Churches  -  with  a  total  of  approximately  $140* 
-^  Hospitalized  -  Mrs.  Sara  Snow  and  Mrs.  Florence 
^     MacKinney^  &*J F 

New  Elders  and  New  Deacons  will  be  Installed  next 

Sunday. 

.,,  '  '" 

&tt     Pf/s/rn.    FrttiA**    pj*.*p     tij>*  r.fi, -f*r  If*-/* 


:  12  -  Lov  j  lour      sr" 

:t:  1  John  4:7-11 

at  1  1       -         " 

>ve 
ntir  letr  3         over, over 
=  then  vs  U  canno  luv, 

.en  in  worljno  explan 
b  no  detail       made  evident? 
ia  oon=delib  act, plan, &  master  pla 
5:  "   comend  Hia  luv  4-  us  in  .     biil  we 
ir  yet  sinnrs,Xp  died  4  us. 
'1  loot       in  sins  G  did  on  Btaalf, which  eta 
1  this 
Duzn't  sho  luv  Byon  descrip?  a  luv  unparalel,  unequal? 
this  brot  2grand  conclu     :  i  up«vbs  19-21 
o  who  loveth  G  luv  I  i  bro  also"=l         rs 
If  raia  rt,  :        il  rt  staud  bin  taut, teach  }uv,bro 
Lean  no  cum  easy  Bcuz  some  bros  no  luv  us, 
How  expres  luv  wa       under st?  B         , 
taav  &  wat  we  bav  lernfwe  tall:  bout  this  in 
But  2oft  mems  cong  want  hoi  grudg  &  bate,&  no  speak 
isny  us  perfects     rault3?  How  man:/  no  hurt 
by  wicked  tongue, attitudes? 
can  say  luv  all  in  our  taoushold  fai 

sua  fenc  need  mend; ash  G  4-giv  ; 
mak  pt  2  jreet  others  &  sho  luv  &  mean  it 

..  1=  uarantine=no1  in  or  out/  with  Oh 

Its  our      10  cum  i     Lestrc         j  outsidr  ir 
in  unconscious  Bcuz  we  want  open  dh  4-  all 
But  Xpianty  is  contagou      id  mak  enthusiastic  Bcuz 
■1  bap  2me;I  bav  salv  thru  v£p  &  share 

Cud  B  carry  2frends, neighbors, 1  invite  2share 
ow       ersonal  invite,]  Lk   ,or  tr;       suml? 
b  this  lite  our  :  '  act 

B  ' 

;  '- .  touz  luv         io  wxll 
(Illus  minis"  irl,  -.  luv  Budha) 

■   mak  our  ~  it   'if  from  otbr,bilt  luv  of  uH 
burden  shud  B  Lv   all  peop,        '"■"  ■  ■  ; 
,  dream  of  c:  m.) 

Cra     sary  shud  B  mar'.:  luv  ':-  bros  &  Jn      as 
brot  bout  .  ;-r  us 

;  in  this  luv.  Dif  iouz  no  unders 
(Illus  X    I've, man, birds  :: 

; . . 

3  not  only  1nce  gain  celeb  seasn  Co  time  yr, 
but  let  chang,renu  usilet  us  on         ;    t  G  dun 
4us,&  sbar  with  all  mset;let  us  ea  ^-^ny  luv  bros 

by  tl  of  luv  G  has  4  them   . 


■overbs:  12  -  :  >v  l   >ur  Brother" 
Scripture  And  3?ext:  1  Jo   ':  :  ..  -  I 

strive  to  come  up  with       he  one  t  t    i  forth  in 

Bible  which  expresses  Sod,  what  would  it    .  is  one  that 

ile  it  defies  decription  and  yet  it  is  so  profound  it  cannot  be  under- 
stood c         .    he  ona  theme         resses  God  is  three  little  words. 

■e,  "God  Is  Love." 
This  entire  letter  of  John's     -  :s  of  this  over  and  over    L  . 

•» 
and       3  carries  us  to  tl    ;   verse  that  ex]       this.   If  you        love, 
or  do  not  know  about  love,  you  do  not  nor  c-       now  Sod,  "For  God  is  love." 

is  bhe   '   lest  statement  in  the  world.   It  needs  no       lation.   It  says 

God  is  love,  period. 

But  -  "one  to  understand  what  he  is  sayi   ,       ;oes  into  detail 

i  0-,-   ■     love  of  God.       is  it  made  evident  to  us  rid  i   iTerse  9 

and  again  in  1      ?ead  that    "   ent  His  ~>on.  Th±s   is  a  deliberate  act. 

1  act  out  of  concern.   It  mei    t  .nned,  it  was  de- 

liberate, ce  accor  -  ia 

-.  §   tl  t,     '  c  -  us  in  th      b  we  were  yet 

sinners,  31  cist  died  for  us."   ,/hile      re  lost  and  dead  in  our  sins,  God 
did       i    on  our  behalf  which  changed  all  of  that.   Doesn't  this  sh< 
love  without  decription?  a  love  unparalled,  or  unequaled  in  all  of  the  world? 

11  of  this  is  brought  to       -  conclu         rammed  up  magnificent] 
by  John  in  the  last  3   verse  of  t  ;      ter.   (Bead     1  -21). 

o  loveth  God  love  his  brother  also."   But  let  us  reverse  t      "der  and 
first  about  loving  our  brother.   I       :re  raised  in  the  ./,  and 

if  we  are  see  '    to  raise  our  children  in  t      per  way  we  should  hav.;  3m 
>JxxXKxX&xx  been  taught  or  are      ing,  to  love  our  neighbors.   Ibis  lesson 
doesn't  cone  easy  and  is  learned  gradually  because  there  are  some  brothers 
are  not  exactly  lovi  .  re  expre    rhis  love  in  a  wa;-  in 


which  it  can  be  understood?  tfe   do  it  be"  sharing,  have,  si 

3  know  and  have  learned.   i  i   :'.  .  about  in  t    c  .  :-ch 

quite  often.   But  too  often  mem  aine  co"  .  \    idgea 

le,  and  ad  a  host  of  other        hich 

thing  but  love.        ny  of  us  here  this  morning  ar j  perfect  and  with- 
out fault?      many  of  us  are  incapable  of  i  leone's  feelings  by  our 
wicked  tongues  or  attitudes?    w          s  can  truthfully  say  we  love  everyone 
within  our  own  househ  1 

bake  inventory  like  thi 
need  to  be  niended.  le   need  to  begin  by  :  to  forgive  us  for  soue  of  our 

ive  and  selfish  attitudes  toward  some  of  our  brother  . 

one  morning,  an     m   it. 

Jo  you  recall  aom  e  doctor  di         leone  in 

what       Li        be  some      sont      i   Be   it  a  sign  on  theb  house  and 

i 
;I1  ■":  have  something  in  our  lives  as  members  of  the  I      of  dod 
Lous,  but  which  can  brj     od  instead  of  bad  to  bb.e  lives  of 
others.  But  do  you  know  ne  with  it;  _-.   quaratine 

sign  on  our  churches  and  we  will  not  let  anyone  in      ;  it,  nor  will  be  let 
anyone  carry  it  out.   Its  ours  and  don't  you  dare  destroy  it  by  brin      tut- 
to  ruin  it.   This  has  been  done  unconsciuosly  of  course,  for  we  would 
be  the  last  to  say  that  we  practice  a  closed  church*   But  what  I  am  saying  is 
that  Christianity  is  cc      is,  and  it  should  make  us  enthusiastic  because  the 
greal   I      ;  in  the  ppened  to  me.  I  have  be€         salvation 

thrc    31  ir    nd  I  need  to  share  it  with  others.  Therefore,  the       :   should 
be     '  "to  our  fi:  nd  i  and  neighbors  and  the  '        i  ■ 

tiit 

Lves,   or  str  r  joy  that  is  ours  in 

-     -.  perso      lly   invito":    or  pic" 

to  si  ■    -'      ■        'on  see,   when  ut   it    i  Lght,    our  Christianity 

.a   on  an  altogether  differed 


But  why  do  we  love  God  and  want  to  do  what 

i:"  . 

:ion  of  minister        list  Japan      ?1  and  ]      ._,udha) 
This  is  what  maizes  our  fa      '        from  all  others.    ;  i   '  Lit  on  love  of 
and  for    .    it  burden  shoul      '  »r  all  people  and  especially  those  around  us 
in  our  ;      ity. 

(Illustration  of  woman  '    J-ut  a  cross,  and  then  her  own) 

!  cross  we  car:'      lid  he  marhed  with  love  for  our  borhter  i, 

'   John  tells  u;3  this  is  all       b  about  because  Sod  first  loved  us.   Kow  did 
■'.  .      .       Ls  is  difficult , 

to  under  it  int<        icl      a 

i   ints  to  for  i  . 
nation  of  ..     ret   the  man  and  tih  storm), 

.dvent  and  the  Incarnation  is  all  about.   It  means  for  us  the 
it  God  visited  us  in  a  manner  we  can  u  iderstand  and  relate  to.   3ut  let  us 
not  only  once  again  ci&ebrcJ       season  it,  but  let  us 

bave  i  us.  Let    c         new  understandin      : at  God 

has  done  for  us  and  in  turn  let  u  leet.  Let  us 

illy  love  our  brothers  by  tellin    .  .   of  the  love  t  "or 

then  too. 


I 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler ,  P ennsy 1 van i  a 
Second  Sunday  in  Advent  December  10,  1978 

The  Rev,  Ralph  C*  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris*  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Helen  Hilliard  and  Tim  Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Noel"  L°Aquin 

Processional  Hymn  No.  91  "Watchman,  tell  us  of  the  night" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Call  to  Worship  -  "0  Come,  0  Come  Emmanuel"  -  Pg.  SS 
♦Confession  -  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  and  Eternal  God,  who 
didst  create  light  and  life,  even  as  we  come  to  you 
we  must  hide  ourselves  from  thee  in  shame.   Our  thoughts, 
words,  and  deeds  are  dark  shadows  upon  us.   Like  the 
men  of  old,  we  have  strayed  from  thy  ways,  losing  sight 
of  thy  light.  Thou  who  came  as  light  into  our  dark 
world,  we  have  failed  in  times  past  to  perceive  thee. 
We  ask  therefore,  that  we  may  come  to  your  light  in  true 
faith  and  repentence,  through  Jesus  the  Light.   Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise  ft   Lord  open  our  lips 
•Doxology 
Lighting  of  The  Advent  Wreath 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Anno  unc erne nt s 

Concernst  Joys  and  Prayer  Requests 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People;   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Installation  of  Elders  and  Deacons 
Offering-  Of fertory"Arioso"   Bach 

Gary  Erdos,  violin 
Anthem      "Jesu,  Jay  of  Han's  Desiring"      Bach 

Chancel  Choir,  and  Gary  Erdos,  violin 
Scripture:    x   jDhn  5:1_5 

mon:    "FAMILY  PROVERBS:   13  -  THE  WINNER  GETS  THE  PRIZE 
. . ayer  and  Lord ' s  Prayer 
•Recessior"1  Hymn  No.  93  "Arise,  the  kingdom  is  at  hand" 


•Benediction  and  Response  -  "Rejoice,  Rejoice"  Pg  88 
•Postlude       "Improvisation'1 

^Congregation  Standing  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs-  Gloria  Walker  in  memory  of  her  "Father"  - 

Lawson  Hindman. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Steve  Vargo  and  Gottlob  Kradel . 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs*  Judy  Vinroe 

and  Pam  Fry. 
Elder  and  Mrs,  Harry  Fry  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Tonight  -  6-S  -  Youth  Fellowship 
■^►Monday  night  -  7:30  -  Blue  Ridge  Quartet  -  here  at  our 

Church.   Hake  plans  to  attend  -  they  are  really  good. 
Wed-  -  5:00  -  Golden  Circle  will  hold  a  Christmas  tureen 

dinner.   Bring  your  husband  or  a  friend  and  join  in 
the  fellowship.   You  will  need  a  tureen  and  table 
service.   Beverage  and  dessert  wil 1  be  provided . 
The  new  Elders  are:   Allen  Botacchi  and  Beatrice  Tait. 
New  Deacons  are:  George  Eichhorn,  Bruce  McBride, 

Harry  Burns  and  William  Qhl. 
Art  Carney  and  Rod  Rensel  will  be  visiting  the 

hospital  this  week. 
If  you  want  a  poinsetta  -  please  leave  Bea  know  now, 

the  order  has  to  be  placed  this  week.  They  will  be  $5.00. 
The  Flower  Chart  will  be  passed  around  today  for  the 

first  half  of  the  year.   Should  you  want  a  special 

Sunday  before  the  chart  is  put  on  the  bulletin  board, 

let  me  know  in  the  office. 
Jr.  Basketball  sign-up  sheet  in  the  office  for  those 

interested, 
Tuesday  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study 
Please  return  your  commitment  card  as  quickly  as 

possible. 
There  are  still  a  few  Under  Shepherd  packets  still  out 

please  return  them  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Next  Sunday  is  Holy  Communion  (Pew) 
^"Next  Sunday  at  7:00  -  Dec.  17  -  The  Family  Christmas 

Program  (Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Christian  Education). 
i    Practice  for  the  Family  Church  Program  at  3:00  today 

in  the  Sanctuary. 


"Family  iroverbs:  15-  The  ./inner  Gets  The  Prize" 
Scripture  '.   Text:  1  John  5  =  1-5 

Pgt>  rodio  station  8s  winers/losera=spoi?ts, politic  etc 
Ll,__  jt   of  day  cud  B  woman  Sb  doctor 
(Illus  woman  cum  ^  dr.  4  exam  Sb  in  artist  studio) 
is  winers/losers  in  general 
j.s  man  surgery, drapes  drawn, firo  next  door) 
JnSiad  way   reaat  ^thoz  fam  of  Gno  mattr  wat  hap  this 
lif,reln  lif  Byon  grav  ther  as sur= Winer  gets  prize 
2  Basic  thing  Jn  pt  out  this  3erip 
Vs  1=this  shud  elicit  loud  Thank  G  4  His  luv 

but  ^day  worl  this  greet  litl/no  enthus  Sb  evn  Xpian 
Ch  overlook  8c  4gotn  8=  this  Bcuz  social  Gosp  •   .  . 

personal  salv  8b  ,ioy  shud  arous 
Jn  pt  entir  letr  luv  of  5  -  .joy  Blong  Pa:  of  G 

continu  ^sho  1  mus  B  born  in^  it  ■"-.  this  thru  Js 
"lief  in  Him  &  cum  <^anyf!  who  Bliev 
not  by  denom,or  ch,but  only  by  Blief 
.'at  mean?   Hpristos  in  Gr  mean=Anointed  One 
Mt.  11:4— 6=Jn  Bap  inprisn  8c  send  discips  2G  if  Js=1 
Thez  Js  word  8s  He  sho  only  Anoint  1  cud  do ,  •  this 
no  suprnaturl  Ss  eithr  accpt  or  reject  as  Xp 

did, sum  din  8e  same  iiday  8b  chaleng  stil  availbl 
Js  say  many  say  Lord, Lord, 8b  mean  nothing  by  it 
we  hear   my  ',"■  Js  Xp  ever  day  8b  only  curs,exclam 
Herd  liadlyn  O'Hair  sed=My  God,'-,  this  sho  anyl  make 

Import  4a.ny1  ykno  he/she  in  Fan  of  G,J  this  Jn  pt  ou 
Jn  pt  out  nex  <^vs=thoz  child  in  Pam  sho  4th  dailylif 
no  mean  sin  free,"-,  need  pt  outm4  ther  thoz  expec  Ch 
neop  ^B  perf ,but  mean  thoz  in  relatship  Js  Xp  work 
at  it  8b  striv  keep  from  hatred  ,;]'ealos, anger, etc 
bikeep  work  at  it 
£]?aith  in  Js  Xp  again 
Vs  5-quest': '  ■■  anser  1  i1_  vs  1  ,but  hav  distinc  diff 
this  dif=Divinty  Js  Xp  "•  this  import  Bcuz  this  seper 
.ianty  frora  -'ther  religs 

ay  claim  2proph,grt  person, but  Xianty  unique 
Explain  Js  birth, miracles, sacrific  deth,resur  etc 
Budha, Allah,i  ohamed  can  not  make  thaa  claims 
This  import  2us,4if  say  Js  grt  man, only  lik  Nap, etc 
say  iroph  mak  lik  3am, Isa, Jere;but  ^say  G  in  flesh 
put  category  by  self 
Han  want  2Bliev  canrcaaag  worl  by  self, but  Bliev  this 
is  yHliev  >atan  lies  ■  hav  no  need  ! '.avion  8c  if  tru 
Js  ^p  came, suffr, die  in  vain, But  G  did  provid=ADV 
(1^  us  Howard.  Hutledge  7yr  prisoner  Viet  Cong) 

rovid  this  4  all  mankind 
(Illus  littl  girl  giv  self , nex  yr  giv  father)   ■ 
This  cud  mak  this  Xmas  memrbl  4-all  it  gxv  seivs  &  luv 
1's  2     prayr  e  ope  our  h°rt3,livg 


:  13  -  x±HEHE:-:2a:k3      '  iner 


scripture  And  Eext:  1  John  3: '1-5 

- 
3ejEHXXs::tk±Hk:;abimta:3LteK  On  one  of  tt  lay 

mouncer  gives  ±ira      he  calls  >r  of  the  da  -.       }he  -in- 

ner J     »one  who  lias  done  something  out  of  the        -  >rts 

re^   or  a  politician,  or  '  ho  happens  to  be  in  the  news  that  day. 

loser  is  usually  soneone  who  has  usually  had  a  string  of  unfort.      In- 
cidents and  therefore  seems  to  los£  <  at  no  m  .  Perhaps  the 
los                 have  to  be  the  woman                 stor's  and  opened 

the  office  door       Ld,  "Dr.  I  want  you  to  what  is       with /ye." 

"e  looked  .  ad  to  Coot  and  Said.       jot  three  things  to  tell 

j  t  needs  to  be  reduced  by  at  least  SO  pounds. 

,  you  would  look  much  better  if  you  reduced  the  amount  :   .  -■      'ace 
ma]        ... 

'-a  an  artist,  the  doctor  has       "fico  on  the  next  floor." 

.1. 
Le  of  course  ms  of  wi  in  kHisxix£s*.:.-::n:::fKE 

jr\gxsxaksxmxx  :iixs^SHt^sTa±axk^?s3E^i±hH::gE2Q£^::xt: 

iiHriouszns" 

out  of  the  anesthe- 
tic, he  notice:1  that  the  room  was  dark  and  the  shades  .         bhe 
doctor  st:                         ,     >  -^      :  doc- 
tor  ans-     ,  :bcgxalxda±k:^rg:r         ere'o  a  fire  acre 
'-  you  t«                                •"• 

Lthin  1  rod  that  no  matter 

,ned  in  this  life,  in  the  realm  of  lif  3  there  is  to 

be  had  the  assurance  of  the   i  -  er  &%&££%&&,»  fZTT/M     T///~    F/:/^£ , 

Ifcere         basic  thi  '  "ion  of 

Lch  are  of  importance  to  each  of  us.  and  in 

tatement,  "Whosoever  ±s   be  . ' 

.,»  M3  i  hear  it 

a  1.   ,    an!  -od  for  His  love."  But  in  today's  world  it  is  ;hat 

•-.  rreeted  witb  liJ"  "le  or  no  enthusiasm.   Even  in  the  siteHEKk  Christian  Church 

is  overlooked  an      >tten,  if  it  is  ever  ever      ;ht  of  or  used.   ..'-. 

have  become 

acKSE  more  interested  in  the  social  end  of  the  Gos- 

exclu^ee1  the  need  of  personal  salvation  and  the  joy  it 

'  ould  arouse. 


problem  of   course   is 
pelf^ (tifttsfe  we  have   e: 


-2- 
John  ha;     .  through  this  entire  letter  poi  : ting     time        Lme  the  love 
>d  and  the  ;)oy  of  be]       to  God"      .ly.   But  he  continues  now  to  con- 
sent that  in  order  to  belong  lily  one  needs  to  he  horn 
into  it.  The  main  requirement  is  that  anyone  who  believes  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ  is  then  born  into  th   8   Lly  of  Cod.  tie   do  not  enter  it 

Lnation  03 

thins.  It  '"• 

'-"■-'     ...  '  means,         "  ^ed 

n  . :'  In  the  11th  I      ter  of  Hi    i  ,  ■-        been  i...  5       n  he  sent 
of  his  disciples  to  where  Jesus  i         -is  question,  (read  11:3b). 

3,  (read  Mt.  11:4-6).      e  are  the  wo^ds  fro 
ie  was  showing  that  and  could  do 

were  things  only  the  Anointed  One  .        - '  gic 

as  , 

Lo.  Thu  ,  "'   became  f  pie  to  accepl   '        Christ  or  re- 

ime  accepted,  hut  many  more  rejected  Him.  1- 

-  before  any  and  all  who  cone  to  the  church  today.  .ie   either 
accept  or  reject  Him.  But  do  not  -  of  believia   that  all  who 

are  he  Ghri  '  ■> 

iot.  .  rould 

yf  "lord,  Lord,1  but  never  meant  any":"       it.   xou 
and  I  hear  many  people  on  any  -jiven  day  of  the  week  saying,  "Oh      I,"  or 
"Jesus  Christ,"  and  mean  absolutely  nothing  by  it  except  a  curse  or  exclamation 
for  expression.   I  am  told  that  just  recently  Madelyn  Hurray  O'Haire  on  a  local 
talk  show  m  tion,  'My  k>d.  ;    i  mid  show  us  that  even  those 

to  he  atheists  can  make  the  exc.  it       lothj   .   The 

jrtant  thin:;  for  anyone  t       '  ov   she  is  withi 

L,he  profession  tt      us  is  t   Christ,  >ersonal  Savior  of 

that  sx  clai  .     s  is  the  vei      L1  ' i        "atement  that 
John  is  ma  i  ;his  fir  it    ie. 


-5- 

::n  John  goes  on  to  p  Int  out  two  verses  th  t  f  o::a  who  are  the 

ildren  of  God,  those  who  are  in  :.■  T   of  God,  show  this 

forth  in  their  daily  lives.   It  doesn't  mean  thej      in  free,        need  to 

:       )  out  again  ar.       ,  "or  there  are  those  who  expect  av 
tends  church  on  Sunday  to  b    jrfeet.  But  it  does  mean  th     ose  who  are  t:  ■- 
pre  '   Ln  that  special  -elationshi       '   ■     Lst,  are  work    tit  it 
striving  to  keep  Prom  hatred,  jealous  ,  hger,  gossip  and  all  of  the  things  whici 
keep  us  from  the  perfect  relationship  we  should  be  striving  for.   It  doesn't 
mean  that  we  will  atain  this  relationshi         Life,  for  we  won't,  but  ifc 
nevertheless,  it. 

John  closes  this  particular  portion  of  Scri]       ith  a  question,   fhe  question 
is,  "Who  is  he  th«      ?cometh  the  world?"  estion  ithin 

'  question  with  the  words,  ;iJut  he  that  be] 
.«     How  altho  a  reiteration  of  the  first  verse,  it 

us  out  to  antirel;      rent  than  the  £±ehS 

LOinted  One"  r<       to  in  the  first  verse.  Here  John  is  one 
forth  the  Divinit     Jesus  Christ.   ?his  is  important  because  this  is  somet1- 

■ 
pr  iphet  or  saintl  1     .    it  only 

>ad,  a  hu   t  ho  came  in  a  unique  waj  ;  rho  live"  an 
?y  life;  who  perfor  ;  ho 

died  i  1  death;  an   he  ro  ie  fr  .        ,  illah,  M 

'  all  the  re  claim. 

is,  and  to  belii    it  i 

trul   -  '....". 

.polean,   r  Caesar,  or  Alexander  and  oth  c   . 
that        i  ly   prophet  is  to  put  Hira  in  j&kxk  a  els    Ltl   imuel,  Isaiah, 

-Jekiel,  Jeremiah  and  other  .  But  t  al]     I  is  and  'lod  in 

the  f les  ■;  is  to  put  Him  in  a  category  b;       If.   fJhe  history  of  man 

e  wants  to  blot  out  the  realities  of  life  such  as  evil,  sin,  hatred, 


corruption,  moral  decay  and     ...       ants  to  believe  in  a  Utopia  which  can 

]  t  about  by  t     'orts  of  good  men  working  together  cooper.      .   :hes< 
;a  will  change  the  c  -rid  and  kr±H  usher  in  ft        ..  of 

on  earth.   Men  './ill  be  at  peace  with  all  .  Lkind  and  there  will  be  no  nore 
or  evil  of         .   Jut  believiu  ;  all  of  this  can  come  about  by  we  m 
□ortals  is  tc  belie   ikaxsl  "    '      'be 

id  denominations .  1 
i  redee  'wings. 

would  have  been  no  ._  Lor.   IT       3re 

--  -■ ,  5o  1 

lis  for  us  this  season  is  oil  about. 

'   ■    '   ,    lioner  of  Vietnamese  for  7  :."-  las) 

Jesus  provided  and     lies  a  free  i 

,        n        ;mas 

"0 


Tfi: 


mis  could  well  be  the  most  memorable  Christmas  t      y  of  us  ht  or 

known  if  we  won]  a  realit  res   or  our  .   .e  c  — 

not  actually  ~ive  our  husbands  or      ,  m,  or  anyone  else  for  that 

,  ,  ::..  ?ay  that  Jesus 

would   .  wk  on  the  heart  1  seel       ice. 

j  or  ' ,  1 

to  lisJ  an  in  the  qui        '  tl  ly  °i  irlt 

YWirfnraymfY  to  the  lord  in  pr    .    '  rOU  are  p       for  this  for 
the  first  time,  I  would  be  happy  to  share  some  liter  you  to  help  you 

tow  in      ith.  ?lease  let  me  know  and  it  11:       privilege  to  he 
if  I  nay. 


v_ 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH   OF   CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
Third  Sunday  in  Advent  December  17,    1973 

The  Rev,   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris,    Organist  and  Choir*  Director 
Brian  Hollefreund,    Lori  Zavacky  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  HOLY  COMMUNION  -  11:00  A.M. 

Prelude  Music      "Familiar  Carols" 
♦Professional  Hymn  No.  112  "0  come  All  Ye  Faithful "-tith 

descant  by  Choir      D.  Willcocks 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Call  to  Worship  -"0  Come,  0  Come  Emmanuel"-  Page  88 
♦Exhortation  -  Page  32 
•Confession  -  Page  32 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

Lighting  of  Advent  Wreath 

Scripture        Jer.  23:3-5;    Ezek  34:11-16,23 

"My  Sheep  Were  Grazing"   Jungst   Sung  by  Rob  Sybert 

,.   j.    j  „  ■-  ,-  i.an?  the  Chancel  Choir  and  Quartet  - 
Cyndie  and  Rob  Sybert  -  DuccfT  ^j  Howdy  Bolam 

"Lullabye  of  The  Shepherds  Wetzler 

Announc  emen  ts 

Offering 

Offertory  "In  Bethlehem's   Low  Stable"  Waleha 

Scripture  Luke  2:8-18 

"Caroling,    Caroling"  Burt 

"A  Noel   Medley"  Hartley     -  Karen  Maloney  and  Chancel 

Choir 

"0  Holy  Night"    Adam  -  Cyndie  Sybert  and  Chancel  Choir 

The  Call  to  Communion  -  Page  33 
•Eucharistic  Prayer  -  Institution  -  Agnus  Dei 

Distribution  of  Bread  -  "Birthday  of  A  King"  Neidlinger 
Solo  -  Lloyd  Link 

Distribution  of  the  Cup  -  "I  Wonder  As  I  Wander"  Hiles 
Solo  -  Howdy  Bolam 
•Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 
•Doxology 

•Recessional  Hymn  No.  120  "Joy  To  the  World" 
•Benediction  and  Response   "Hejoice,  Rejoice"  -  Pg,88 

r  itlude      "Improvisation" 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

The  Harry  Davis  Family  in  memory  of  Mr.  A  Mrs.  George 

L.  Davis. 
The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  serve  Communion  as  well 

as  Usher  today. 
Please  sign  Commurion  cards  -  if  you  want  them  to/Sent 

to  your  own  church  -  put  name  of  church  or  Pastor  on  it. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Cindy  McWilliams, 

Lynn  Bosko  and  Debora  Johnston. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Coyle  Fowler  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Tonight  -  7:00  -  Family  Christmas  Program  -  Sponsored 

by  the  Board  of  Christian  Education,   Ladies  don't 

forget  to  bring  the  cookies  you  signed  up  for. 
wJ4rs.  John  Barnhart  will  be  93  on  Tuesday  -  don't  forget 
**^   to  send  her  a  card  -  Evergreen  Convalescent  Home, 

Box  177  Harmony,  Pa.  16037.   She  is  very  lonesome  - 

don' t  forget  her. 
Thurs.  -  11:00  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  Christmas  Party  - 

meet  at  Dru  Rensels. 
No  Bible  Study  until  January  9th. 
*^Holy  Communion  -  Christmas  Carols  -  Candle-light 
^   Service  -  11:00  -  December  24th  -  Christmas  Eve. 

Holy  Communion  in  the  Pew. 
/^Epipbany  Sunday  Service  -  7:00  P.M.  -  Jan.  7th  -  Carols, 

Fellowship  and  a  Surprise. 
The  collection  for  the  Blue  Ridge  Quartet  was  $287,85. 

They  also  received  quite  a  bit  of  money  from  the 

sale  of  records.   We  had  a  nice  crowd,  and  we  may 

have  them  again  in  the  future, in  our  new  building. 
All  monies  for  the  year  have  to  be  In  no  later  than 

December  31st.   Anything  after  that  time  will  be 

credited  to  1979. 


The  most  beloved  of  all  Christmas  carols,  "Silent 
Night  I  Holy  Night  I"  hailB  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  that  of  the  Son  of  God,  from  whose  holy  face  radiantly 
beams  the  light  of  love  divine,  truly,  God  so  loved 
the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  Son. 

The  money  the  Youth  made  from  the  Movie  Night  will 
go  towards  the  Building  Fund  -  $45.00. 


' 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday   in  Advent  December  24,    1978 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,   Kitty  Feder,   Organist 
Brian  Hollefreund,    Lori   Zavacky  -  Acolytes 

ORDER   OF  WORSHIP   -   11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Nazareth"  Gounod 

Processional   Hymn  No.    102   "Hark  The  Hearld  Angels  Sing" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Call   to  Worship  -  "0  Come,    0  Come  Emmanuel"   -  Page  88 

•Confession  -   (In  Unison)    "0  Lord,    it   is  with  humility 
and  meekness   that  we   bow  before  you  this  day.      We   are 
made  aware  of  our  inability  to  live  in  complete  love 
together.     We  know  that  our  actions  are  often  contrary 
to  your  will,    and  that  we  sin   in  word,    and   thought 
and  deed,      Help  us  to  not  only  know  our  sin,   but   to  turn 
from  it.      Let  us   live  in   that  Light  you  gave  to  us,   and 
use  His  life  as  the  measure     for  ours.      In  His  name  we 
pray ,      Amen . "' 

•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 

^Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 
•Do  loe  "Cong. :   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

5olp: .     „   "Christmas  Candle"   Warren     Nancy  Link 

Lighting  of  The  Advent  Wreath 

Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 

Announcements 

Concerns,  Joys  and  Prayer  Requests 

Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 

People:   And  with  thy  spirit 

Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory   "The  Golden  Carol"  Wilson 

Anthem:     "Song  of  Mary"    Crouch 

Sung  by  Nancy  and  Lloyd  Link,  Karen  and  Don  Kennedy 
""j-ipture:        1  John  5:6-12 
Jrmon:      "FAMILY  PROVERBS:  14  -  LOOK  AT  THE  RECORD" 


Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
♦Recessional  Hymn  No.  107  "It  Came  Upon  the  Midnight 

Clear" 
•Benediction  and  Response  -  "Rejoice,  Rejoice"  Pg  88 
•Postlude:      "The  First  Noel"  Moffatt 

"Congregation  Standing 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  •Richard  Mangel, 
Don  Kingsley,  Art  Carney  and  Gary  Penar. 
p  The  Poinsetta's  may  be  taken  if  you  are  not  going  to 

be  here  this  eveing  for  the  Christmas  Eve  Service. 
^  We  would  appreciate  them  being  left  if  you  intend 
to  be  here  this  evening.  TH^y  /rf»  7*  'ff&y/t'jC 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs,  Virginia  Mangel, 

Ellen  Master  and  Dodi  Kradel. 
Mrs.  George  Seigfried  (Ruth)  is  now  in  Sunnyview  Home. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Harry  Fry  will  be  at  the  door  this  morn- 
ing to  welcome  the  Congregation  and  Visitors. 
'   Tonight  -  Holy  Communion  -  Christmas  Carols  - 
*  Candlelight  Service  —  11:00  P.M.  -  Holy  Communion  in 

the  Pews , 
^Jan.7Sunday  Evening  -  7:00  -  Epiphany  Sunday  Service  - 
Carols  -  Fellowship  and  a  Surprise. 
Mike  Nazaruk  and  Howard  Bolam  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week. 
Our  sincere  Sympathy  to  Miss  Florence  Shakely  in  the 

loss  of  her  Sister  -.  Clara  Shakely. 
All  monies  taken  in  for  1978  after  December  3lBt, 
will  be  credited  to  1975  records. 
Please  do  not  use  your  new  envelopes  until  1979. 
Not  even  the  initial  offering  ones  -  they  will  have 
to  be  held  over  until  the  first  Sunday  of  January. 
Everyone  will  have  a  different  number  and  it  is  very- 
confusing  to  be  posting  to  different  numbers  for  every- 
one. 


Christmas  proclaims  in  words  and  in  the  incarnate  Word, 
Jesus  Christ,  that  God  "desires  all  men  (all  people) 
to  be  saved  and  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth." 
To  this  end  God  sent  His  own  Son,  "the  man  Christ  Jesus, 
to  be  the  Ransom,  the  one  Mediator  between  God  and 
mankind.   Today  we  come  with  joyful  hearts  to  worship 
this  Mediator  in  a  manger. 


) 


I 


"Family  .roverbs:  14  -  Loo]     he  Record" 
Scripture  and  Text:  1  John  J?:6-12 

toglish  philosopher  Robert  :3urton  wrote,  "one  re"  '     i  as  trup 
iother.2  3!hia  may  be  true  of  religionand  in  order  to  discern  whether  this 

is  right  or        -'  need  to  s  record.   Fell  if  we  look  at  the 

record  xs  and  just  lump  -i.il  rali~ions  to-ether  we  can  see  that  for  the  most 

part  there  is  little  to  prove  that  religion  as  such  has  bar!  a  great  impact 

up  n  the  world. 

But  wl  Ji3  we  begin  to  compare  religions,  it  is  then  that  we  can  see  a  vs 

difference.   Many  of  the  Eastern  religions  for  instance  are  what  is  called, 

slf-contemplative"  religions.  Ihis  means  that  the  followers  of  them  spend 
e  in  meditation  and  self-evaluation.   Phi  'ate 

smselve       "'"he  realit      he  world  and  for  the  most  part  this  does  nothing 
to  improve  the  lot  of  those  around  then       tve  needs. 

But  when  we  sjs%   be^in  to  compare  Christianity  witb  these  religions  we  see  a 
^ast  diff^r^ncp  for  it  3  from  Jhristianj  of  the  °;reat  araTorasntsx 

humanitarian  movements  have  been  launched.   But  one  mistake  which  is  so  often 
made  is  to  simply  sa;        ^istianity  is  merely  a  religion.   Ehis  is  not 
completely  true  for   ristianity  is  more  than  a  religion.  xxisixssxHTixixrasHstaf 
iyx^ttsfccarH3rt::ni?x|nBHHEr±feini'"'  Christianity  is  a  way  of  life.   It  is  more  than 
a  set  of  prescribed  rules  and  regulations.   It  is  a  lifestyle  if  you  will, 
which  becomes,  or  should  become  what  rules  and  guides  the  very  individuals 
daily  actions  in  all  areas  of  life. 

This  is  what  John  was  strivin  ;  to    arl  thr   bout  all  of  this  wonderful  let- 
ter which  he  wrote  to  those  within  the  CJiristiau  Church. 

,V-    as  the  i        one  sent  ^ro--.   Jod  so  ;1  tt  >eo- 
ple  would  not  only  believe,  but  would  live  accordingly.   In  our  last  nc 
we  a  c  :e  of  his  emphais  upon  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ.   In  today's  raea 

hn  speaks  of  this  Divinity  a^ain  in  a  slightly  different  way,  but  he  also 
speaks  of  why  Jesus  lived  the  life  He  did. 

John  states  in  the  6th  verse  that  Jesus  came      :;er  and  by  41ood. 
points  out  that       an  lis  ministry  by  being  baptized,  and  He  ended  it  by 


bei      Led.   It  wag  the  beginning  of  Hia  ministry  and  the  end.   ^ach  had  a 

fferent  symbol  to  show.   "i:  be  also  points  out  tbat  the  Spirit,  which  is  the 
Holy  ipirit  beara  witness  to  this,  because  the  spirit  is  truth.   John  is  re- 
iterating what  he  had  said  in  his  j-ospel  about  Jesus.   But  he  is  also  repeating 
for      iss  the  words  of  Jesus  Himself  who  said  that  after  He  was  gone  He  would 
send  another  comforter  to  then, "even  the  Spirit  of  truth  whom  the  world  ennnot 
receive  because  it  seeth  bin  not,  neither  knowetb  him:  hut  ve  know  him;  for  he 

slletfo  in  you  and  shall  he  with  von."   Ibis  is  tbe  promise  of  the  visitation 
of  tbe  Holy  Spirit  to  those  wbo  come  to  Christ,  and  fel   promise  of  His  indwellia 

;ice  in  their  lives, 
John  then  points  out  the  Trinity  in  verse  '/.   The  Pather  naturally  is  God,  the 

rd  is  Jesus  Jurist,  and  tbe  oly  >pirit.   But  these  three  are  not  only  in 
evidence  in  heaven,  but  upon  earth  as  well  as  pointed  out  in  verse  8. 
Trinity  works  and  operates  tor-ether  and  not  an  different  wave  lengths,   /hat 

•"  has  said  we  should  do  is  agreed  upon  by  the  teachings  and  preaching  of  Jesus 
Christ.   And  the  Holy  Spirit  ie  operative  in  our  lives  to  convict  us  o^  the 
things  which  we  do  which  are  contrary  to  God's  will. 

To  further  emphasize  what  he  is  sayin  :  John  reminds  us  that  if  we  are  willing 
to  believe  what  men  have  shown  and  proven,  T,e  should  be  willing  to  believe 
what  rod  has  shown  because  it  is  of  greater  importance  for  us,  verse  9a.   e 
also  joints  out  again  that  the  proof  o<B  what  God  has  done  is  shown  in  His  Jon 
Jesus  Christ,  verse  yb. 

But  here  is  the  record  we  are  to  look  at.   First,  if  we  believe  in  Jesus  Christ 
it  should  be  evident  in  some  way  in  our  lives,  but  if  we  do  not  believe,  we 
make  God  out  to  be  a  liar  for  this  is  the  record  for  all  the  world  to  see. 
And  just  what  is  the  record?  In  verses  11  and  12  we  see  the  record  as  being 
eternal  life  as  ^iven  to  us  by  the  acceptance  and  belief  in  Jesus  Christ.   ..'ere 

!hn  points  out  the  significance  of  the  earthly  life  of  Jeans  Christ.   It  wasn(t 
just  to  come  and  perform  some  feats  of  magic.   Nor  was  it  to  feed  some  hungry 
people  at  lunch  time.   Nor  was  it  to  find  fault  with  the  Jewish  leaders  of  His 

day*         --"*    Uf      III.!     L    Thill    i|J      mU.UJl.1      lull.)     Illfl     !J!1||  I  L.PW        ** 


all  of  these  things  entered  into  HIa  ministry,  but  the  real  purpose  for  all  of 
3  to  make  it  possible  for  nan  to  live  etrnally  with  God  by  overcoming  sin, 
death  and  the  gr?ve. 

Advent  and  Christmas  should  make  us  aware  that  GrOd  intervened  into  the  world 
in  a  new  and  miraculous  way.    ut  we  have  difficulty  getting  excited  about 
somethin  -  aa  mundane  and  drab  as  a  piece  of  history  which  took  place  over  2000 
years  n  ;o«  le   are  used  to  a  picture  on  a  screen  and  a  voice  speaking  out, 
resident  of  the  United  States  has  just  been  shot,"  as  it  happened  in 
19GJ.   Or  of  other  earth  shattering  news  of  some  kind.   Jut  to  merely  think  of 
God  intervening  into  the  life  of  the  world  in  the  form  of  a  little  baby  is 
nothin"  very  exciting,  especially  if  we  have  heard  it  for  ^>,  10,  20,  50,  or 
more  years. 
(Illustration  of  the  re-painting  of  the  angel) 

isn't  t     hat  God  has  done  for  us?   He  has  taken  us,  dirt,  soot  ar 
•  all,  and  h  is  given  us  thefreah  white  paint  to  cover  the  dirt,  as  well  as 
Id  to  brighten  all  of  life.    •    e  has  done  this  through  the  simple 
>dient  of  a  cute,  tiny  baby.   nly  3od  could  do  something  as  special  as 
this  in  His  own  way  and  time. 

_his  is  for  eec'  of  us.  "And  this  is  the  record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us 
eternal  life,  and  bhis  life  is  in  His  -on."   "ILook  at  the  record"and  then 
kne      believe  that  it  had  its  beginning  in  the  xi*sxsi£  event  we  eelebr- 
as  Christmas.   It  was  brought  about  by  Sod  for  one  purpose.   I'hat  purpose  was 
His  complete  lov  me. 


Ohrlsti  --     Living  rfood" 

(Kid  a  ;e  Jew  busnes  man  travel  Jeru  2   sth   enter 

.  '    tabls  &  ask  •"- 

(Jreet  prop=You're  !Phaddeus  rt?   c  remen  me^  jus  min« 
T'-m  old  Samuel  &  mad  many  furnish  here 
^Jrd  bout  fantastic  thing  in  Jeru?   All  tru  I  there 
carp  simpl  preach  thruout  Palest , heal , raise  etc 
ip  stand  fakery,but  no  blaspheme 
3  no  G  fear,bliev  Jew 
I  no  ,     hot  He  p*jne  mystery,  a 

prob  if  U  wil,s  revolut.man  bent  on  nmk  name  4self 
So  wen  tol  cud  rais  dec!  etctmy  curiosty  arous  &  1 
■an  d   tak  note 
Gever  wks  ago  Fst  Pasotrr  as  U  kno,&  peop  3  an  Hcrowd 
But  cert  feel  crept  in.canno  describ,but  knew  hap 
Len  herd  i'emp  priest  involv  plot  2arest,&  trial 
"ssovr,-  '    priest 

Nex  day  ■''-  Filat,&  insist  of  mob  seirhenc  'dn   execute 
Yes,  I  ther  &  on  fring  crowd, &  cud  no  say  fait  trie 
ir  up  by  group  ruffians  prob  hire  b      riesl 
march  2  hi]  e  icecu  ;_  ■ ,  ^othi 

It  "in  control  Scum  comm 

i  interest  i  watch  tak  away 
But  as  day  wor  or  hgh  Jgan  Heat  at  mj 

thi   .   ,  eame  mor  curios  bout  this  fellow 

,  y   absol  bll  ,  suden  lightn,thundr,earthq 
an  d   thin'::  may    involvaft  all, but  1  thine  bothi 
I  cud  no  erase,:::  I  had  dC   4-myself 
I  had  eigo  up  hil   wher  'ince  teem,  throng, now  only 
handful  peop  litl  clustr  talk  mong  aelvs 

whil  pons  suml  who  3tar  vnc°.nt  at  hil   5  cros 
-.louette  agin 
Cut       a, go  d   centr  cross,  i   Ied,b— 8   feet  ■.   thei 
by  own  hand  my  wood, my  ident  deth 
I  horr:'  '  d.1  on 

no^      horror  deth, but  unknown       hethr 
Llty  or  not,-:;  whethr   of  r. 
Grief  turn  2noy  sever  'hays  latr  saw  with  Disc 
adeus,4  me, I  accpt  ns   Messiah 

1  this  bring  me  dU   &  even  tl      ao  me,U  no 
kno  all 

".  fcil  that  cros, son  of  nothr  cappentr  I 
bcrt^Tjroj?.!:  out  of  homes  in  i.azareth 
I— aiyv  ,'j?Jeru  <-■  her'-'  Jo  a  die,&oldest  son  tak  trade 
what  arous  curiosty  is  birth  this  man 
Ink  bak  *'0-^5  yrs,remem  registrat  Ceasar 
^ecal  ever'l  had  I  had  <icu      jfcfc 

1  here  eve1-       lac   r'"v  pes  J£B  1      Ls  inn 


Do  U  recall  it? 

mem  Jos    ary  cum  donhey,she  pregnant  &   D  put 
in  stabl? 
,  suply  obly  thing  U  had 
During  nite  she  rrnv  birth  .  ■  we  herd  of  anfels  Zi-'    ea 
&  wise  men  from  East  &  all  thin  t;h  i  2      ;hin  •-  "•ch 
in  G  plan 

as  0  wel  kno  H?hadeus,all  this  had  litl/no  ef fee- 
on  usorthodox  Jews 
ithin  I  neeri  ydetermin  rt  now  iJset  my  mind  at  re  t 
:;  my  main  pur  4cum  '<dC   U 
1  U  fetch  lite  Sfc  let        stabl? 
is  is  really  hind  o~  0  efdo  this  Thaddeus 
Now  if  my  hunch  is  correct, if  we  Ik  at  very  not' 
ofleg  on      r  ; hold  lite  litl  lower; 
taddeua,do  UC  it? 
Ther  is  my  marl;  showing  jl  made  this  :  i     as  well 
is  very  mangr  that  Baby  laid  so  man      50 
^think  I  had  a  part  in  His  lif,t.  deth, 

i   plan  all  this  4  me 
UG  Thaddeus  I  hav  cum  cSsno   sumthin  special  thru 
1  this  •'-.   that  i,j.  G  luv  all  mankind  H-o  much, 
:■  wil  ycum  dearth  in  only  forr>  U  &  1  cud  relate 
'dt8e   in  that  form  he      11  '<dl  ivt»ninis  ^suffer. 
eJdie  on  our  Bhalf 
ihis  is  certainly  s  time  Jfremember. 


■   -h  businessman  has  traveled  from  Jerusalem  to  Bethlehe 

and  enteres  an  Inn  there). 

m   to  young  boy  cleaning  off  tables,  foon,  who  funs  this  place?  la 
old  fhaddeus  still  the  oroorietor?   .'ell,  well,  that  certainly  is  interesting. 

sre  is  he  now?   Woul<       ind  doing  me  a  favor  and  asking  him  to  come  out 
here  for  a  minute?  Just"  tell  him  someone  wants  to  talk  to  him.   Here's  a 
coin  for  your  trouble.         "ou. 

Well  Thaddeus,  how  is  business?  I  realize  ho:-  you  must  get  irrit  rom  the 
bother  of  the  public  all  day,  but  surely  you  have  a  few  moments  to  speak  to  an 
old      d.  i lease  sit  down  for   minute. 

i't  recognize  me  do  you?   fould  it  help  if  I  told  you  tl  ;he 

furn:  'Is  place  where  personally  made  by  me?   Yes  its  me  old  Samuel. 

S^^'^tOT-^-^*K|iFKtofeHii±ii^taora:!tx  I  suppose  you  have  heard  by  now  of  the  fan- 
itie  events  which  have  taken  place  in  Jerusalem  just  recenl     rfell,  £had- 
let  me  tell  you  that  what  you  have  heard  is  not  only  true,  but  unless  you 
hear  it  from  an  actual  eyewitness,  you  pre  not  goin      >t  all  the  far- 
Yes  I  was  and  as        Ltness  otfc  srwise  i  couldn't  i  o  you. 

'  back  8  little  whi]       «t  to  the  beginning  of  the  case,  -or 

soBBtine  now  a  simple  son  of  a  carpenter  has  been  >ut  much  of 

Ln8  preaching.   KHtaaraixx*:-:  -ait  not  only  rid  he  preach,  but  he  performed 
what  many  thou       ■  f    •  of  magic,  and  sleight  of  hand,  de   touched  those 

,  blind,  without  limbs  and  so  on  and  miraculously  the--  "ere  aealed. 
ere  ar,e     m  -   several  incidents  in  which  he  was  able  to  brin  people  back 

fro^  the  dead.   fell,  ueople  were  willing  to  aecepi     of  this  sleight  of  tisnj 
or  fakery  which  he  did,  but  tbey  certainly  weren't   -  bill  and  let 

'   to  ^e  the  .on  of  Sod.   .t  least  not  we  who  are       3d  Tearing  and 
beiievi      -  us,  I  wasn't  involved  in  any       '  it  ras  out  to 

■  ",;;   -,-  ....      -       f  the  ones  to  wl    '   posed  a  mystery,  a_proh 
if  vou  will.   I  a       as  merely  a  revolutionary.   A  man  bent  on  makir 
himself.   ut  when  *o  certain  thin  s, 

raisj  \     '  -  °°  "- 

j   jV  ago  we  celebrated  the  Jfeast  o*  the 

t   an  to  crowd  into  Jerusalem  as  they  always  do  but  a 
in  fee-1-        to  cree-5  into  the  celebration.   I  can't  describe  it,  ex- 
cept to  sa       '    a  like  you  knew  some  *PPen  and  ~ret 
you  couldn'               ^  on  just  wh^ '     as.  _ 

"en  I  ben-an  to  hear  rumors  that  the  Temple  priests  were  involved  m  a  plot 
to  have  this  oreacher  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  before  tn      over  cele- 
bration.   fell  the  dE  of  the  Passover  he  came  into  town 

he  was  with  his"  disciples  outside  of  town  he  2\?e" 

re  the  high  priest.  The  next  day  he  was  brought  before  .  ilate  and  at  the 
insistenc.      he  mob  was  sentenced  to  be  exectuted.  Yes,  I  was  tt         eus, 
but  I  as  on  the  frd       the  crowd.  They  were  certainly  an  unruly  bunch  and 
I  must  truthfr       ,  I  don't  believe  he  received  what  could  be  calls  8  faur 
trial.  The  people  were  1  '     irred  up  by  a        Z   ruffians  who  -ere  prob- 
Lv  hired  by  the  chief  priest  just  for  that  purpose. 
he  was  taken  away  and  marched  off  to  the  hill  they  called  Golgotha  to  be 
eScuted  wif      >ther  prisoners.   I  never  liked  this  type  of  thins,  but  wit, 
the  -tomans  in  control  it  has  become  a  common  event  in  Jerusalem  ana  elsewhere. 
I  didn't  have  much  interest  in  this  event  and  so  I  hung  back  from  the  rest  and 
i-Shed  as  th*r  led  bin  away  to  be  executed.   But  as  the  day  wore  on  arid  the 
SiSSs  I  Sad  heard'  eat  at  my  thinking  I  became  all  the  more 

JiiiSffiq  about  this  fellow.   fell,  suddenly  around  3:00  the  sky  which  had  turned 
aosSu^S  black,  gave  forth  with  sudden  lightning  and  thundering  like  I  have 
%  nly  that  but  we  ha  >arthffuake,  which  you  hare 

heard  about."       in  to  think  that  perhaps  Sod  was  really  involved 
in  this  situation  after  all.  But  one  thing  began  to  work  on  my  mind  and  I  _ 
cSulS't  erase  it  fro-  my  thoughts.   ,o  in  order  to  conquer  my  curiosity  i  ?u  t 
SaS  to  ro  S  that  Sll  and  see  sc  il*.  I  ■       way  up  the  bill 

ar      e  See  was  a  t  there  was  now  only  ■  few  small  handsful  of 


-2- 

people  in  little  clusters  talking  among  themselves.   ivery  once  In  a  while  I 
wou]  ne  who  was  starin      itly  at  that  hill  with  the  three  crosses 

siloute '     Lnst  the  dart  sky.       rrived  there  out  of  breath  'ron  the  climb 
r    1  hesitantly  approached  the  cross  in  the  middle.  3&Jbcjbc3xs:fcxfra±x±Hxxx  I  have 
^-own  accustomed  to  the  sight  of  those  who  were  executed  by  the  Romans,  but  I 
had  never  deliberately  cone  out  of  my  way  to  gat  that  close  to  the  scene. 
my  curiosity  had  been  aroused  and  I  just  had  to  see  for  myself.   But  as  I  step- 
ped within  six  or  eight  "feet  of  the  cross  I  had  cay  curiosity  satisfied.   Che 
so  called  blasphemer  was  hi         \T  -    "ead.  but  there  on  the  side  of  the  wooden 
upright  of  that  cross  was  the  unmistakeable  marking  that  I  had  cut  and  fashioned 
iece  of  wood.   In  large  letters  which  I  had       '  myseld,  was  my  identi- 
fication with  an  instrument  of  death. 
You  will  nevBr  under         horror  at  the  thought  that  I  had  supplied  the  actual 

id  upon  whieh  another  human  being  had  been  killed.  Not  only  tl      -or  of 
%ka±   the  death  of  another  human,  but  the  unknown  factor  of  whether  he  was  act- 
ually guilty  as  ch( 

sr-rw-x-H  w4eyai  wvy  mryfygv?rcr  -t^pytTT^t^rgTTN".  'hayg>^knEmH-KJH-)i.JEBJexgaaqtxygajg3U.A 

rief  and  despair  turned  to      '  fcs  of  joy 
when  about  three  days  li  amored  bhat  he  had  come  back  from  the  grave, 

sly  enough  I  was  able  to  see  him  as  he  walked  with  b      ;ij  Lea  one 
o  for  me  Tt      ,  you  must  kr  ome  to  know  h3      he  Messiah 

from  Go ' . 
But  all  of  this  has  led  me  to  the  Btrar  )r   ht  me  to  your 

ible  establishment.  3ven  t  '    life,  you  Btill 

do  not  know  all  ther<       know. 

her  they  put  t     '  fashioned  a  of 

anc         titer  I       len  we  b<        "  out  of  our  homes  in      »tl  .   I 
moved  to  Jerusalem  shortly  after  he  came       he  scene  and  I  un         hat 

'  "her  hnsi  J<         iied  and  n  over  his  fatl  .'nee 

■  the  oldest  son. 

has  aroused  my  curiosity  is  really  the  facts  of  an  event  which  to 
place  with  his  birth.  youto  think  bad   rith  Be  about  ^psrx^gxx 

■s  or  so.   gsaxxBHxrHMagiiajg-KtoKTckhgrsH- -s? :  •ux'i-rhrr "xaggxaggggaafiritrr :uf~ -i i?arx& 
ksitxtnrcEHTcgxbs  Bo  you  re  seed 

--  could  get  you  recall  ho   v       had  to 

go  to  his  own  hometown  to  be  registered,   rfell,  I  happen  to  have  descended  from 
those  who  were  of  Bethlehem  and  so  I  here.   While  l  wi 

-  this  ve^;  inn,  so         ecial  wj         1  to  have  1    eni   tl  at      . 
Do  y  1,  to  ref  ■•-.  fh  your  memory, 

,  there  was  not  s 
room  tr       .  here       u  provided  the  only  place  you  had  and 

that  was  yoi    ;  ble  in  the  bach.  Durd     e  night  the  pregnant  woman  gave 

th  to  of  shepherds  being  visited  by     Is,  and  wise  men 

co  ■         ;1        nd  xyexx*^±i5^x  all  of  this  was  to  have  been  somethin  ; 

jcial  in       alan.   But  as      sll  know  Ihaddeus,  all  of  this  had  little 
or  no  effect       '  or  of  us. 

One  thin  I  neet  letermine  right  now  that  will  set  my  mind  at  rest  and  that 

ose  in  coming  to  see  you.  If  you  don't  mind  Thaddeus  could^ 
;ch  a  light  and  let  me  go  out  to  your  s  able  and  look  at  something?   OW 
iy  hunch  is  correct  if  we  loo1"  in  the  very  bottom  corner  of  this  manger, 
hold  the  light  a  little  lower j  there,  Thaddeus,  do  you  see  it.?   There  is 
mark  showing  that  I  fashioned  this  wooden  n  id  this  is  the  very  manger 

in  which  that  bab      laid  so  many  years  ago.   i'o  think  that  I  had       in 
3  birth,      i  "  is  teath.   It's  almosl     ■   God  had  planned  all  of  this  for 
r.   But  you  see  Thaddeus,  I  have  cone  to  '.now  so         >ecial  through  all  of 
:s  and  that  is  that  God  has  loved  all  of  mankind  so  much,  that  He      illing 
to  come  to  earth  in  the  only  form  we  could  -elate  to.   And  in  ths       He  was 
willing  to  live,  to  minister,  to  suff     "to  die  on  our  behalfi.   This  is 
certainly  a  tine  to       t. 


■ 

ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday  After  Christmas        December  31,  1978 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Linkt  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kitty  Feder,  Organist 
Brian  Hollefreund  and  Lori  Zavacky  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A,M. 
Prelude:   "I  Sing  The  Mighty  Power  of  God"    Price 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.  123  "As  With  Gladness  Hen  of  Old" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Eternal  Father,  teach  us  in 
the  days  of  this  year  to  discover  the  preciousness  of 
time.   Keep  us  from  squandering  our  hours  in  senseless 
thought  and  useless  activities.  Help  us  through  good 
books,  clean  conversation!  and  creative  action  to  so 
number  our  days  that  we  may  get  a  heart  of  wisdom,  and 
a  life  devoted  to  thy  reconciling  ministry  in  the 
world:   through  Jesus  Christ.   Amen*'1 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:   0  Lord  open  our  lips 

♦People;   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxology 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Anno  un  cement  s 

Concerns,  Joys  and  Prayer  Requests 
Duet:   "What  Child  Is  This"   Sung  by  Karen  Maloney 

and  Cyndie  Sybert 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor;   The  Lord  be  with  you.. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray* 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory       "Poem"  Denton 

Anthem:       "The  Shepherd's  Farewell"      Berlioz 
Quartette  -  Nancy  and  Lloyd  Link 
Karen  and  Don  Kennedy 
iripture:      1  John  5:13-21 


Sermon:   "Family  Proverbs;  15  -  Good  Things  Come  To 

Those  Who  Wait" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
"Processional  Hymn  No*  126  "Thou  Didst  Leave  Thy 

Throne" 
♦Benediction 
^Threefold  Amen 
♦Postlude: 

. 'Congregation  Standing * 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs.  Tresa  Nicholas  in  memory  of  Parents,  Brother 
and  Sister. 
Serving,  as  Ushers  today  are:   ♦Alvin  Tait,  Mike 
Nazaruk,  Gottlob  Kradel,  Roy  Andrews  and  James 
McClymonds. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,  William  Thompson  will  be  at  the  door 
this  morning  to  greet  the  Congregation  and  Visitors. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Betty  Carney 

and  Mrs,  Diane  Hollefreund* 
The  attendance  Dec.  10  -  187;  Dec.  17  -  250;  and 
Dec,  24  -  228. 
^The  Chancel  Choir  will  meet  Wed.  at  6:30  P.M. 
^  The  Council  Meeting  will  be  at  7:30  -  Wed. 

The  Newsletter  will  be  published  Thursday  -  please 
have  all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
VThis  afternoon  at  2:00  _P_.M.  -  All  Council  members 
and  Head  of  all  organizations  in  the  Church  are 
expected  to  be  here.   If  you  want  a  date  set  up  for 
^^the  year  book  -  be  here  at  2:00  P.M. 

Pennsylvanians  for  Human  Life  will  sponsor  a  Bus  Trip 

to  the  annual  March  for  Life  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
on  Jan.  22.   Bub  will  leave  Gaylord's  in  Butler  at 
6  A*M*  and  will  stop  at  Holy  Sepulchar  Church.  Will 
return  the  same  evening.   Cost  is  $15.  per  person, 
$12.  for  second  member  of  family.   Call:   De.  DeSantis, 
£83-1395  or  G.  Cararie,  098-2529. 
ARC  Class  is  going  to  hold  a  Hoagie  Sale-  Jan.  18th. 
Order  blanks  and  more  details  5unday  -  See  Evelyn 
Dellen  or  Betty  Carney. 
Chuck  Penar  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation  for 
the  cards,  prayers,  flowers.-  They  were  greatly 
appreciated. 
Our  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Bertha  Hollefre\.*"d  in  the 
passing  of  her  Mother  this  week. 


"]?acii  "     :    15-Good  Things  Coma  To   Those 

'-■-. 
,  >a  but  i: 

■   anjrl  ,e  '  <elxi    ;  3 

1s  ':;I  oa^'f)  cam  dwn  mn^  coi 

ivid  4th  ' 

ljo  *kJonven  '        -"  b   l    personal ;iio1   else 

Quest  is: Jo  U  kno  if  U  vev'd  die  ^day,U  wud  c°y  heav? 
If  ,      sufr    fro  praying  b4  lv  this 

c  1  ' 

f  nnfort   cl  '  nevr 

bout   it, no   with   thez    J"'ots  .prayer 

au3 
i  ■-   story 

vs  1=serp,jus  instr  Satn  use  '•  lie  ask  sjuest      q 

vs  cf=8he  tel  Wat  G  say 

vs  4=rlant  seed  contrar  2  wat  G  want«seed  is  Doubt 

jus  B  lik  G  &  thus  nemesis  plag  mai 
ictur  G  dri"9      Jve  out  of  ;  : 
It  sin  drov  -  b,but  Doubt  brot  bout  ein 
us  Isite  =doul   dldernes «watr,foodtland 
doui         dwn.  ill 

bv  -     •-     irancsi  irovid  mi         sum 

lok*Doubt  of  ..ssur 
ubt  d   turn  from  G,  s  wen  c     b  lur  o'thro 
his  plan 
If  ask  bav  doubts  assur=anser       us  Yes 
(Illus     ,  ud  news  instep  bad  news  all  time) 
"fcis  event  sbud  mak  .joyful, but  jatn  get  us  argu 
•  rt  day,&  1st  tl  '     ory  not  tru,tben  tbro 
oon  bav  cult  lib  Jones  >  ./ner/ 
ur  final  chap  Scri]     i  <er  quest  many  peo; 
ask  &  no  get  satis 

(Illus  man  bild  hous, cheat  &  mus  liv  in  hous) 
This  prob        .   '  Lv   in  hous  bild  many  yra 
che      '     '■en. z   no  aeal  '      bav  been  4s elves 

~-r'i   Bgin  fdav  ,rt  wher  we     Leterra  ^chanj 
1st  everl  'd   hav  cn<  led    i   ■  :  5  out 

vs  1  ■'  -  Tn  lif 

vs  '"■  nsered  prayer 

vs  "  3=        ■  "   '         nire 
vs  l9=knowledg  of  the  Father 

vs  yO^knowledg  of  3  reveal  in  Xp«Incaa?n  G/flesh 
All  reveal  bhru  ■  ord    sbud  •   T  Bibl=can  underst 
drA   nart  i  F=how  d   get  ^hvn 

to  sed  evrbody  want  dgo   ^hvn,but  nol  want  d 
- b   tber 
-  ■    any  peop  ktra  do  no-:-  vno  Ss  disturb  bcuz 

B4  T      wat  this      bout  tl  umnt 


"  he  knei       Am  wen  die  :  Bliev  no1  cud 
da 
t  wen  gumi  ahar  with  me  -  under  stud,  I  hav  clam  be 
Lrout  deth      tiew  B4- 
anser  found  G's  ;7ord  &  so  simpl  child  can  underst 
4-  thoa  U  with  doubts  tak  hart  &  read  1  Jn  5:13  r  '  c 
3hud  menoriz  bo  re"iem  G  promis  no  bal:  dwn  on 
1  hav  in  vs  very  import 
mean  etera  lif  B^in  wen  person  cum  d   Xp 

"  '    rfc  doubt  many  peop  hav  in  whethr  ace]  t 
or  not 
nothin       'ite  bout, but  sumthin  everl  need  2 
settl  i  =itern  with 

hav  doubts  this  AM, bout  B  Saved, 
or  Born  A.gin,ts!k  opportun  'd   resolv  in  closin  prayi 
Let  us  bow  ted     su    ■  ord  in  prayr 
I  no  b      iy  out  1      t  if  hav  doubts, of   -lv 
oust  pray  words  I  pr  y     ■--■  '"'      Iv  U  assur 

■  -  e,     ;err  ■•-,  ■■-'■■   H_n 

at  ^shar  with  me, I  can  civ  added 
nt 


'Family  -roverbs:  15-    '  -'°  Those  .b.r:    /ait" 

:  'I  John  T  i 
Si  Yoture:  1  John  5:1^-ii1 

is  being  the  last  in    Ls  leries  of  sermons  from  the  1st  letter 
■  , ■-- .■■.         -r  p.ve  their  res  im,  please  dc  ■ 

There  are  three  le         ;h  are  used,  in  en  altogether  different  context,  but 

e  to  take  the  liberty  of  using  them  in  a  spiritual  context  for  this 

morn J  -  .   Jhe  letters  are:       .   In  the  spiritual  realm  they  stand  for  two 

exact  oppo sites,  but  if  they  can  toe  attributed  to  the  life  of  anyone,  they  can 

feelings  of  inadequacy. 

But  before  I  share  the  spiritual  meaning  of  these  letter  I  would  first  like  to 

ask  a  cuestion.   jfrsxxilnrxannniiKXXXX&DXHHXXXK^xyOTixfcrrx^ 

y»T», ft i* x  1  i V m x mmfrjnm*«ljiy«pckgx  J  cannot  possibly  come  down  into  the  congregation 

and  ask  each  one  of  you  indivif1-      be  question,  for  that  would  consume  much 

too  much  time.   ->o  for  convenience  sake,  just  imagine  '         |u        '   to 

y         nd  that  -ou  are      I  '.'here  you  are,  and  the  rest  of  this  building  is 

- 
empty.  Please  do  not  respond  by  raising  your  bands,  but  feHxifintExkhsx  mentally 

answer  the  question,   i'he  question  i;:  Jo  you  know  that  if      rere  to  die  today 

that  you  would  go  to  heaven?  I  ill  repeat  the  question,  "vo   you  know  that  if 

you  were  to  die  to-'0-'-,  you  would  go  to  heaven?" 

If  -      ve   answered   C  to  the  question  then  you  are  probably  sufferin 

and  I  have  pnayed  that  before  you  leave  -;-'  '      '    hat  will  be  clear  '  u  . 

v.'  many  people,  and  unf  "~ir>   are  ehurct   cabers  suffer  *ro  i 

but  have  never  found  out  what  to  do  about  it.   jo  with  these  thoughts  in  mind, 
let  us  co^.e  to  the      'or  uidance  in  prayer.   (Prayer). 

q0(j  cr,  scial  way.    T  this  I  mean  that  man  is  unique  and  d  if  fere 

ent  '     1!  other  creatures.   Man  we  are  told  in  the  creation  story  has    soul. 
But  there  is  one  other  thing  which  cones  forth  fron  the  story  3f        "  Ive 

bo  the  third  chapter  of  "      this  is. 

In  the  fir..'     e  we  see  that  the         '         i      :-  s.   This  doesn't 
mean  bad  and  we  should  hate  them,  it  merely  is  the  instru- 

iatan  is  working  at  this  time.   >o  '      )S  to  jVS  and  ^D  asfc 


I 

it  in  such  as  a  way,  tt!    '       ?a  ^~T   telling  exactly      od  has  told 

t  lething  in  her  nind  which  sets  her       i  a  different 

■■'-  ,  V5  ■'!-.  ,     that  seed  is  doubt. 

la  "her  fch        ill  mer e]  '  b  like  God  and 
noth      36.  An<  '  'or  the  f i  '  '        i   history       the 

nemesis  which  n  r  ind  ever  ni.nc&.+*mm*mmm. 

(Illustration  of  ho--         icture  of  rod  drisjin   Lda»  and  Eve  on'  sf   irden) 

It   •   tin         '"   hem  out,  but  iJ  ht  about  '    dn. 

-  of  the  Bible  and  you  ••.'ill  see  time  after  time  that  Doubt  always 
pla;      i   ortant  role  in  the  events. 

which  caused  the  Israelites  to     Lnto  trouble  in  the  wi 
■  doubted  they  would  have  food,  then  water.   .'hen  they  doubted  thi 
the  ]         "iod  enough  for  then.   Ihey  doub  rould  cc 

fro       ount,     so  the-"    3      '.  \  in  their 

Inst  -■-.        But  al     Lth  the   ubts,    '  me  by  one. 

trances.   3e  provided  miracles  of  all  kinds  to  overcome  the  doubt  ». 
se  that  even  in  our  lives  in  today's  world  there  pre  constant!^ 
Doubts  which  bother  us.   .o  ,  and  especially  tho  ' 

f  one  of      i  ;e  b  itv,   bling  "bl  '  ;h  i 

■  ■  .  1        '         it    'hie -  ■  '  -  ■      J  for 

i,      our  ^  Otl  t  ' '~h!"':   ubt. 

rfhat      ed  to  reco  jnize  first  of  all  is  that  Satan  i       antly  u      oubt 
to  turn  us  from  God.   hen  he  plants  those     "  us  question  the 

ve      '  3  of  our  faith,  then  he  is  per"--  '  roperly.   It  is  when 

we  cone  to  mow  Assurances  thai         to  overthrow  fctack. 

I  am  sure  that  if  I  were  ho  ask  the  question  if  all  of  us  have  had  Doubts  of 
ice,  the  answer  Wo    "        Lmous  Yes.   i  b  th<  re  is  one  large 

should  have  which  can  help  us  to  overco  3  on<  "      rge  doubt, 
day  so      laid  to  me  that  there  was  never      ood  news  anyomore, 
it  was  all  bad  news.  I  replied  that  there  wa 3  ;ood  news  for  that  very  day.  He 
inquired  i  the  1  Lrthday  ■  of  ' 


-'- 

He  remarked  the      'as  not  the  actual  Lay.   Ini  true,  but  that 

■ ,  his  the  cause  of  ' 

for       Lkind.   Phi     '  '■  the  stratage    ised  1 

to  t         '  from  ths  trut  .        i  abou 

ie  not 
actually  born  an,  and  soon  we  are  disputing  that  this  Bible  story  ^pliterally 

true  and  the  first  thin  ng  this  out  of  the  3ible,  s-nd  throw 

out.   Very  soon  we  h^ve  little  or  nothing  left,  and  we  have  a  cult  V 

Jim  Jones  concocted  in  ian  irancisco  a      th  America. 

ives  us  the  Assurances  we  n  ji  in  this  final  portion  of  his  1st  letter, 

And  what  is  it  that  causes  the  '         obit   Cor  ■  ay  who  are  believers?  It 

the  unanswered      ion  they  have  ashed  perhaps  for  many  years,  which  has 

never  1  to  their  satisfaction. 

nd  en  eat::' -7  jelf,    lust  live  in  house) 

'  -  :'.  a  proble       ome  of  us.   We  have  lived  in  the  house  we  have  built  for 

_  ■■       ,   id   ?  have  cte        the  building  of  it  because  we  have  not  been 

as  zealous  jafxkkE  for  the  tkt^ss  things  of  tl     ■  :  than  we  have  for  the  thing 

of  ourselves. 

So  how  do  we  rectify  this  situation?   te  begin  right  where  we  are,  toda;  ,  i 

that  T:e  are  e  the  old  pattern  we  have  developed,  and 

deve!  tern.  thing  we  seek  is  knowledge  of  what  Sod  war 

every  believer  to  know.   This  is  a  part  of  what  John  is  pointing  out  in  this 

portion  of  >cripture.  -Ie  points  out  b  "knows"  for  us.  Verse  1$,  knowledge  of 

knowledge  of  the 
eternal  life;  verse  1b,  knowledge  of  answered  prayer;  verse  18,  the  new  nature; 

verse  10,  knowledge  of  our  Father;  and  verse  <^0,  knowledge  of  Sod  revealed  in 
Christ,   rhis  last  is  the  Incarnation,  or  God  in  the  flesh  which  is  what  our 
.dvent  and  Christmas  celebrations  are  all  about.   But  all  of  this  and  more  is 
revealed  thron  ;h  Bod's  Word,  the  Bible.   To  simply  say  I  can't  understand  the 
wble  and  put  it  down  without  refusing  to  read  it  an      :    'it  is 
trying  to  operate  a  piece  of  machinery  without  reading  the  pre!'  '    y  instruct- 
i0Q       m      ln  this  'new  and  easier  to  read  Jibles,  everyone 

who  calls  himself  a  believer  'eadin   t  all  portion  of  it 

daily. 


' 


-4- 

the  second  part  1      y  have  bothered  you  for  sons  time  perhaps  involves 
to  heaven.   Ihe  old  ne  :ro  once  said,  "  Iverybody  its  to 

■  to  heaven,  but  no  one  was    bo  'lie  to  go  there."  Ibis  is  true  for-  many  peo- 
ple because  they  '     _1o  not  -  n  ;ed  this.    fore  I 
■  all  about  I    1    thin!      '    '  >tty 
pre:--           ""' '"  •;  in  front  '.                 Lsnce  and  say,  "1          I  die  I  am 
goin~  to  heaven."   his  distmabed  ne  because  I  believe:'  that  ■'           '"  ii 
no  one  could  really  know.   iut  it  '-:"":n'L"  until  some           tl  : s  rith  me  tt 
I  und    fc  od  it,  and  it      Lvei        ]    '          I  never  had  before. 
The  answer  is  found  in   id'  3       3   it  is      pie  a  child  can  ui      nd  it. 

ure  thi      ing.   For  those  of  you  who  t  out 

•  --  ,.-      ^  sad  1      b:13.  In  fact, 

-  i  '  ber  that  this  is  one 

of  whicl  "i. 

^   -  .: _;--■_.        ye"  j   |    •-  ■  .   .  -■;  mean         rnal 

srson      to  Christ.   tut  the  most  i        thir 

thers  so  many  people  is  that      do  not  know  whethe         ve 
viour  or  not.  This  is  nothing  to  get  uptight  about, 
but  it  is  so       whicl     of  us  need  to  settle  if 

witl       "d.  -ning  if  you  have       ibts  about 

being  "Saved', "  or  be ir         Jin,''  that  you  take  tl ■'     ortunity  to  resolve 
■fh-      te  in  our  c   '      yer.  Let  us  all  bow  our  heads  b 

0f  sj      come  to  ,  "■  '       >r.   I  will  not  ask  you  to  pray  out  loud,  but  if 
you  ■  hts  ehout  yc     Lvation,  $v    fc  pr  ^r  the  words  I  will  pray 

I  can,  and  will  give  ^ov    '  off         )  of  sins,  and  el 


Ralph  C.  Link 
153  Keck  Road 
Sarver,  Pa.   16055 
(412)  352-1103 


Born:    April  9,  1929,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Married:    December  15,  1951 
Wife:    Shirley  Margaret  Neill 

Born:  December  8,  1930,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Children:   Ralph  Dale  Link,  born  May  11,  1955,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Lloyd  Alan  Link,  born  May  28,  1958,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 
Nancy  Lynn  Link,  born  March  15,  1961,  Butler,  Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated  from  Perry  High  School,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
June  19  4  7 

Lay  Ministry  School,  Penn  West  Conference  of  United 
Church  of  Christ,  September  1965  to  May  1969 

Commissioned  Lay  Minister  June  1969 

Lancaster  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
September  1970 

Graduated  from  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  May  197' 

Ordained  to  Christian  Ministry  March  10,  1974 


PASTORATES: 


As  Lay  Minister:   short  term,  1  month  or  less  in 
various  churches  1965  to  1967 

Emlenton  Lamartine  Charge  of  United  Church  of  Christ 
1967  to  1969 

Short  term  in  various  churches  1970   until  Seminary 
entrance  July  1970 

July  1970  to  December  1973  Student  Pastor  at  Trinity 
Charge,  New  Bloomfield,  Duncannon,  Pa.,  Penn  Central 
Conference,  United  Church  of  Christ 

December  1973  to  present,  St.  Paul's  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Butler,  Pa.,  Penn  West  Conference,  United 
Church  of  Christ 


PERSONAL  TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  am  the  youngest  of  five  children.   I  was  born  just  prior  to 
the  onset  of  the  Depression.   Our  family  was  very  poor.   My  father 
was  an  alcoholic  and  my  mother  was  a  very  religious  person  who  was 
searching  for  the  Lord.   During  my  childhood  she  did  her  best  to 
teach  me  the  things  of  the  Lord.   Later  in  life  she  came  to  a 
personal  relationship  with  Him. 

I  grew  up  in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  where 
salvation  by  grace  alone  was  not  preached  nor  taught.   I  knew  all 
about  Jesus,  what  He  did,  how  He  lived,  His  miracles,  His  death 
and  resurrection,  but  I  didn't  know  Him  personally. 

My  life  had  many  ups  and  downs  and  all  the  while  I  was 
attending  church  and  striving  with  my  good  works  to  please  God. 
At  a  very  low  point  in  my  life  when  we  were  deeply  in  debt  and  my 
wife  and  three  children  were  all  ill,  I  came  to  the  crossroads.   I 
watched  a  Billy  Graham  Crusade  on  television  from  some  distant 
city  and  the  message  he  preached  seemed  to  be  directed  right  at 
me.   I  wrestled  with  making  that  commitment  to  Christ,  but  didn't. 
The  next  afternoon  and  evening  at  work  on  the  4  to  12  shift  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  needed  to  make  that  commitment  to  Christ. 
It  seemed  like  there  was  no  other  choice  if  life  was  to  have  any 
meaning.   That  night  when  I  came  home  from  work  at  1:00  A.M.,  I 
laid  face  down  on  the  living  room  floor  and  told  God  that  I 
couldn't  live  my  life  in  my  own  strength  and  I  accepted  the  gift 
of  salvation  from  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   My  life  has  never  been 
the  same. 

Through  several  meaningful  circumstances  I  was  called  by  God 
to  serve  Him  in  the  Christian  Ministry  and  to  help  spread  that 
wonderful  message  of  salvation  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.   What  a  wonderful  and  rewarding  time  it  has  been  and  I 
give  Him  all  the  praise  for  my  salvation  and  the  opportunity  to 
serve  Him. 


STATEMENT  OF  FAITH 

OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  believe  the  Bible,  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be 
the  inspired  inerrant  Word  of  God.   I  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
complete  revelation  of  His  will  for  the  salvation  of  men  and  it 
is  the  final  authority  for  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 


I  believe  in  one  God,  who  is  eternally  existent  in  three 
persons:   Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 

I  believe  in  the  Diety  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  He  is 
true  God  and  true  man.   I  believe  that  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  that  He  lived  in  sinless  life,  that  He  performed 
the  miracles  recorded  in  Scripture,  that  He  died  on  the  cross 
as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  that  He  bodily  arose  from  the 
dead,  that  He  ascended  on  high  where  He  is  at  the  right  had  of 
Almighty  God  as  our  intercessor. 


I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  He  comes  and  indwells 
each  believer  at  the  time  of  conversion.   I  believe  that  He 
lives  in  each  believer  to  lead,  to  instruct,  and  to  convict  so 
that  a  believe  may  live  a  more  godly  life. 

I  believe  that  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
through  His  resurrection,  this  is  the  only  ground  for 
justification  and  salvation  for  all  who  receive  Him  A  Lord  and 
Savior  and  to  such  as  receive  Him,  they  are  born  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  become  children  of  God. 


I  believe  water  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Church  but  are  not  means  of  salvation 


I  believe  in  the  personal  and  premillennial  and  imminent 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  for  the  believer 
to  resurrection  of  life  and  joy  with  the  Lord,  for  the 
unbeliever  to  resurrection  of  judgement  and  everlasting 
punishment . 


